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“ Long, long will they tell of him under the thatched roof. 

In fifty years the humble dwelling will know no other 
history . ■ . 

Hi; « « « » 

Children, through this village I saw him ride, followed by 
Kings.” 



PREFACE 


One of my friends has pointed out to me that many of 
the incidents in this book appear also in Herr Ludwig’s 
brilliant work “Napoleon.” Let me, therefore, state 
that when the final proofs of this work left my hands 
I had not so much as seen Herr Ludwig’s book. I have 
now read it. The pictui'e of Napoleon which Herr 
Ludwig presents, admirable as it is, is not my view of 
Napoleon. The man whom I have tried to porti'ay in 
these following pages has never yet, so far as 1 know, 
been portrayed in any biography published in or translated 
into the English language. 

R. McNaie. Wilson. 

Losdon, 

August 1027. 



NAPOLEON’S WOELD 


Napolkon never dies ; • hut it has seemed to me that, in 
the year 1918, “ at the eleventh horn' of the eleventh day 
of the eleventh month,” his spirit was quickened and 
transformed and, once again, renewed in its ancient 
habitations. For November 11, 1918, marked not only the 
end of the Great War ; it marked also the consummation 
of the wars of the French Revolution and of Napoleon. 
In that hour the thrones of Prussia and of Austria were 
cast down and the last strongholds of feudalism were 
yielded up to mankind. In that hour, too, the policy of 
William Pitt, which for a century had dominated the 
foreign policy of this country, was abandoned, finally, in 
favour of the policy of tlie Man of the Revolution. 

The French Revolution, and the War of American 
Independence whidi preceded it by a few years, were 
sometliing more than mighty bids for freedom. They 
were great spiritual facts. They had their origins in the 
souls of men ; they proclaimed that man had come to a 
knowledge of his stature. They proclaimed above all the 
nobility of human nature. 

Such a proclamation was necessarily a challenge to all 
the nobilities of blood. For it set common folk on a level 
with kings and cast down the mighty from their seats. It 
asserted new standards of aristocracy and even afforded 
a fresh revelation of religion. Priests as well as Icings were 
its natural enemies. 

And so, in France, kings and priests went forth to 
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qucnuh the lire of liberty and, failing to quench it, were 
coiisiuned by it. The fire, fanned by their hatred, roared 
across Eui’ope, devouring and destroying; terror was 
awakened in all but the stoutest beai’ts. And then, 
suddenly, the lambent llatnes diminished so that, for a 
moment, it seemed as if the Revolution must burn itself 
out. In that boui’ Napoleon became tlie master of the 
French people. 

Already, in his own soul, this young general had 
disciplined the iiery bnpulsc of freedom. He had learned 
to understand the idea underlying the Revolution ^the 
idea that a nation derives its sovereignty not from its 
rulers but from itself, from the mass of the people and to 
love it; he had learned also that the sovereignty of a 
nation, its self-control, can be established only by iron 
sacrifice and imn determination. He was a soldier and 
he loiew that the “ New World ” required, most of all, 
discipline and restraint. 

And so he taught France how to assert the Revolution 
—her “ self-control”— and how to make secure the 
Aristocracy of Human Nature. He gave to all Frenchmen 
equal laws and equal rights and levied of aH Frenchmen 
equal taxes ; he proclaimed religious toleration ; he created 
a nobility of merit to replace the nobility of blood. The 
twentieth century had bcgixn a hundred years before its 
time. 

Roth the Idngs and the priests realized that “ self- 
control ” such as this was a menace far more deadly than 
the guillotine or the mob. The tide of hatred against 
Napoleon swelled from month to month. Armies began 
to inarch against him and pziests called down the vengeance 
of their gods on his head. Hut he smote the armies and 
bridled the priests. Once be smote them, and twice, and 
three times. And then there was peace in Europe and 
hope for free men in tlio whole world. 
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NAPOLEON’S WORLD 


It was but a breathing space ; soon the kings and the 
priests returned to attack their mortal enemy. Then 
Napoleon made liis plan for the settlement of Europe. 
He desired a close alliance between England and Fi’ancc. 
“ Everything is possible for humanity,” he said, “ to 
England and France United.” He desired a strong 
Germany and a week Prussia. He desired to see Italy 
regain her independence and Poland rise again from her 
ashes. He desired that Austria and Russia might be 
curbed. 

England refused him and he fell, and the plan of William 
Pitt (“ the balance of power ” us it was called) was adopted. 
France was humbled ; the idea of the Revolution, that a 
nation derives its sovereignty from itself, was banned ; 
the Aristocracy of Human Nature — “ self-control ”• — ^was 
set aside in favour of the aristocracy of blood. Italy was 
handed back to Austria and the Pope and the Bourbons. 
Poland was given to be devoured by Austria and Prussia 
and Russia. Germany became subject to the militarism 
of Prussia. Let the Aristocracy of Human Nature break, 
if it could, through that fence of steel ! 

It was easy, as it happened, for the kings to accomplish 
all this because chance had placed in their hands a most 
potent and a most unexpected weapon. Napoleon, 
attacked and agaiti attacked, had been forced into the 
iron way of a conqueror. He, who sought only to make 
France great, had been compelled to endow her also with 
glory. And the awful light of that glory had blinded the 
eyes of the nations. Men saw only fire and sword, the 
smoke of great cities giyen to the flames, the red glare of 
burning villages. They did not sec the secret springs of a 
new faith which had turned every peasant of I’rance into a 
soldier of the Revolution, a crusader of the common folk. 

And so, in all other lands except the land of France, the 
proud spirit of Nationhood, of Patriotism, was divorced 
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from the gentle spirit of Humanity. In France the common 
folk fought for the red blood of humanity ; but in Russia 
and Ptussia and Austria, and m England too, the common 
folk became the soldiers of the blue blood of kings. 
Patriotism and Democracy had been separated ; Idngs 
and priests had become, actually, symbols of resistance to 
a foreign yoke. 

Thus, the peoples of Europe suffered themselves to be 
led forth by the Old World against the New World ; they 
joined hands with their oppressors to destroy and trample 
under foot the “ self-control ” which had lain almost 
within their grasp. And for a hundred years Royalism 
and Clericalism battened on their ignorance. Patriotism 
was worn by aristocracy as its sign. The wars of the 
Balance of Power burned up generation after generation of 
common men until Prussia, supported at first by England, 
partook of the body of Germany and with her mailed fist 
began to threaten the world. 

Napoleon had foreseen that danger and had warned 
England and Europe of its coming. He had tried, by 
all the means in his power, to strengthen Germany at the 
expense of Prussia and to make of England the friend of 
France. Had he succeeded the Great War could never 
have been fought. 

But thanks to one man England and France were saved 
from the utter ruin to which the policy of William Pitt 
seemed to have condemned them both. King Edward VII 
had the same conception, of kingship as had Napoleon. 
He broke with the tradition of his own throne ; he broke 
with the tradition of his own Foreign Office, A great 
Liberal, he turned, as by instinct, to Republican France 
and established with her a new friendship. The moment 
for which Napoleon had hoped and prayed and worked 
had arrived at last. 

The Treaty of Versailles, with all its faults, is the fruit 
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of that Entente Cordiule extended to include the American 
People ; and the Treaty of Versailles is, essentially, the 
plan of the Soldier-Statesman who was overthrown by 
England and by Prussia at the Battle of Waterloo. 

This “ New World,” in which, since 1918, we have 
begun to live is, in fact, Napoleon’s world — the world he 
hoped for and tried to create, the world for the sake of the 
coining of which he gave himself and all that he possessed 
to utter ruin. In order to understand this world, its 
ideals, its aims, its emotions, it is necessary to have known 
the Man of the French Revolution. 

That is my excuse for this book — a book from which I 
take leave with a sense of almost bitter regret. For who 
can describe Napoleon as he has deserved to be described 
and portrayed ? 

R. McNaik Wilson. 

Londos, 

February 1927. 
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BOOK I 

THE EXILE 

“ Life is u burden to me because the men with whom I live, and shall 
probably always live, have morala as distant from mine os the light of 
the moon diflets from that of the sun.” 

Nafoleom, aged lU. 




CHAPTER I 


A WOMAN OP CORSICA 

The girl grew pale and then, in full flood, the blood rushed 
back to her cheeks. She raised her beautiful head, which 
had been bowed in prayer, and glanced wildly round the 
Cathedral where others, her friends, knelt also. The voices 
of the officiating priests came faintly to her ears. Should 
she try to remain till Mass was ended ? 

Again her cheeks lost their blood. She rose to her feet 
and moved silently to the door of the church. She emerged 
into the heat of the pure sunlight of the August morning. 
She began to run down the narrow Ajaccion street towards 
her home. 

Would she be able to reach home before her child was 
born ? 

There were French soldiers lounging at the street 
corners, but they stood aside to let her pass. . A faint cry 
escaped her lips. For a moment she faltered, leaning 
against the side of the house. The soldiers, whom even 
at this moment she could hate, had not heard her cry. 
She drew her breath in new resolution. She must not give 
way, she, a womait of Corsica, before these Frenchmen. 

She stumbled on to her door and passed from the 
simlight to the shadow. The stairs of the house ascended 
before her. She grasped at the banisters and began to drag 
herself upwards, ... 

“Caterina! Francesca! . . . Oh, where are the 
women ? ” . . . 

Her voice failed and she hung, trembling, to the support. 
It was not possible to go farther. . . . Her lips moved in 
a prayer to the Virgin, whose feast-day it was. 

8 
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A WOMAN OF CORSICA 


“ Caterina ! ” . . . 

She put forth Iier last strength. She reached the top 
of the stair. Even her bedroom, six yards away, lay far 
beyond her strength. The door of her parlour invited. 
She staggered into the room. She sank, fainting, on the 
carpeted floor. . . . 

A clock, somewhere, began to strike the hour of eleven. 

Napoleon Bonaparte had been born into the world. 



CHAPTER II 

THE STING OP MEMORY 

A STRANGE world it was, into which, on this 15th day of 
August, in the year 1769, the child had rushed thus 
precipitately. As Letitia, his mother, then a girl of 
nineteen, lay alone on the couch of her little parlour, 
listening to the first cries of the new-born baby, her heart 
must have been filled with thanksgiving to the Good God 
and the Virgin. For what dangers had not already 
threatened that young life t 

It is likely, since that is the way of mother's, that, in the 
first relief of her delivery, her mind ranged swiftly across 
tlic five years that had elapsed since, on a June day, she 
had been married to her dear Charles in the same Cathedral 
from which, a few moments ago, she had made her cscaije. 
Then she was a girl of but thirteen and a half years of age. 
Now, four children had been born to her of whom two 
already lay in their graves. Those two, her firstborn, 
Napoleon, and liis sister Aivnn, had lived but a few weeks, 
and yet, in the months before they were born, life hud been 
easy and tranquil enough. Could she expect that this poor 
babe, formed through months of horror and hardship, 
would survive ? 

J5hc glanced at the cliild, which lay on the floor, and 
saw that it was small and puny — ^in that respect unlike her 
eldest living son, Joseph, who had been plump and robust 
from the day of his birth. Hero, surely, before her eyes 
were the evil effects of the wild and terrible life she had 
been compelled to lead during these last three months — 
since the day when the soldiers of the French King 
triumphed finally over her people. 

r. 
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The sting of the memory of that day was in her flesh 
still, a rankling wound which could never be healed. Had 
the sting penetrated also to the flesh of her young child ? 
Had the child on the floor won already from her wild blood 
the spirit which had actually, two months before his birth, 
brought her to the fringe of a battlefleld ? 

Would the soul which had animated Paoli and his heroes 
animate also this new life ? 

Letitia, it may well be believed, saw again at that 
moment the splendid figure of the man Pascal Paoli who, 
since the day of their mai'riagc, had been her own and her 
husband’s idol, the man who had been the idol of every 
Corsican. How she had worshipped that man ; how she 
had rejoiced that, already, she was the mother of a son 
who should, some day, be enrolled among his followers 1 

Paoli, then, had had sore need of followers. And yet 
how brave he had been with his cry that the Corsicans 
who had driven out the soldiers of Genoa would not submit 
to see the soldiers of the French King come in their stead 1 
Corsicans, he had exclaimed, were not to be sold like 
sheep. . . . 

And then her husband and all his friends had vowed to 
be free or to die ; let it be war with the French King who 
sought to possess their island, they had cried, no matter 
how great might be his power. . . . 

“ Guerra, guerra I IdbertA d more." 

That was in May, a year ago ; and it seemed as if the 
Good God had heai'd their vow and sent his angels to help 
them because, before the leaves fell in October, Paoli and 
his men had beaten the soldiers of the French King by the 
shores of the sea, under the very walls of Ajaccio itself. 

Her husband had been witli the hero on that great day 
of battle, as his aide-de-camp, and she had waited for 
him, near at hand, while the battle raged, that she might 
press him to her heart in the hour of victory. . , . 

It was then, in these very days of rapture, that the 
newly-born child had been conceived. This child might 
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date the first dim beginnings of his life from the victory 
of Paoli’s heroes over the French King. 

Alas 1 short-lived victory 1 In less than seven months 
the glory had faded away, leaving only ruin and despair. 

Then it had been necessary to fly to the mountains and 
hide in the caves. And there had been the crossing of the 
Liamone River, that raging torrent, in which the horse 
she was riding had lost its footing and been swept away 
down stream. Surely the Holy Mother herself had inter- 
vened to enable her to keep a cool head that day, so as to 
guide the terrified animal back to the river bank. 

Paoli was far away now, an exile, driven beyond the 
sea ; and the soldiers of the French King were lounging 
in the streets under these very windows. 

It had been necessary, no doubt, to make submission. 



CHAPTER III 

A DRRAM OF TALL SHIPS 

Her servants found the young mother at last, and the 
faithful Caterina or lYanccsea gathered the child to her 
arms. Then the mother was carried from the parlour to 
her bedroom behind the dining-room. 

Thither came Charles, her husband, to see his new son, 
and Charles’s mother, Grandmamma Bonaparte, who lived 
in the house and attended Mass every day for her first 
grandchild, Joseph. 

“ Now,” said Grandmamma Bonaparte, “ I shall attend 
two Masses each day instead of one.” 

A little later, another resident in the house, Charles’s 
Uncle Lucien, the Archdeacon of Ajaccio, hobbled in as 
fast as his gouty knees would allow him, and then, later 
still, when the news had reached them, came Aunt Gcrtnxde, 
Charles’s only sister, with her hu.sband, and Letitia’s mother, 
Grandmamma Fesch, who lived in a house of her own with 
her six-year-old son, Joseph, the child of her second 
marriage. 

It was not only on the newly-born baby that the fierce 
hardships of the war against the French King had told ; 
Letitia also had suffered in health and strength. She must 
have come to great weakness in the days which followed 
her ordeal, for the power to suckle her child left her. 
Though the step was very distasteful to the good Corsican 
family, with its rigid ideas about the duties of motherhood, 
the employment of a wet-nurse became absolutely necessary 
if the sickly infant was to be given a chance to live. 

The duty of finding this nurse was undertaken, it may 
confidently be assumed, by the two grandmothers and 

8 
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Aunt Gertrude. Their choice fell finally on the young 
Avife of a sailor named Ilari. Camilla Ilaid came to the 
Bonaparte house with her child to take up her duty as the 
infant Napoleon’s foster-mother. 

She was a pious woman and very land ; but she shared 
the bitterness of all the Corsicans against the French King’s 
soldiers who possessed the Ajaccio Citadel and made free 
with the Ajaccio streets. Like all the Corsicans of that 
time, too, she lived with one eye on the sea. Was it not 
by the sea that their hero, Paoli, liad made his escape ? 
And would it not be by the sea that, sooner or later, he 
would return to avenge his own and his people’s Avrongs ? 
Camilla’s husband, the sailor, had told her doubtless of 
the tall ships of the King of England Avhich had borne the 
hero away, and he had told her, also, perhaps, that England 
was an island like Corsica. Paoli would be safe in his 
exile among the English folk who loved their freedom as 
passionately as did the Corsican folk and Avho hated the 
King of France not less fiercely. 

That probably was the table-talk when the famil}? — 
and this term included Catcrina and Camilla as well as 
Grandmamma Bonaparte and Uncle Lucien — sat doAvn to 
its meals, for there was no member of the family who had 
not loved the exiled hero or who did not hope, ardently, 
for his return. Thus, the babe which Camilla clasped to 
her breast would surely be looked on as a new recruit for 
" the Cause ” in the coming days of deliverance. . . . Had 
not Paoli, before he sailed away, said that some day the 
babe’s father, Charles, should siicceed him in the rulership 
of Corsica ? 

The head of the household himself loved to repeat that 
promise. It was true that he had made submission to the 
French King, but a .submission which is enforced at the 
point of the sword can be renounced when the sword 
threatens no longer. Grandmamma Bonaparte and Aunt 
Gertrude were firmly convinced that, before very long, 
Charles would be the leader of Ms country. 

It is not .so certain that Letitia shared their opinion, for 
a young wife has better opportunities, even than a mother 
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or a sister, of taking the measure of a man. Letitia loved 
Charles, but she could not blind herself to the fact that his 
mother had spoiled him. Now that Paoli had sailed away, 
Charles, she could see, was settling down very comfortably 
at home; he was even getting on good teimis with the 
French Governor in the Citadel. He had his books, too, 
shelves and shelves of them, and he had decided to take 
the degree of Doctor of Laws at tlie University of Pisa 
that very autumn. It is scarcely of such stuff that the 
leaders of men, and specially of such men as Corsica 
breeds, arc compounded. 

So, when Charles spoke about the rulership which should 
come to him, it may be that Letitia kept silence. 



CHAPTER IV 

A GENTLEMAN 

And that silence of the beautiful girl of nineteen, whose 
heart — if we may believe her son — was still glowing 
for the lost leader, must have deepened when Charles 
returned from his visit to Pisa. For her gay and handsome 
young husband actually brought back with him, in addition 
to the honom* of Doctor of Laws, proofs of a sort that his 
family was of noble blood. 

It was November, three months after the birth of 
Napoleon, six months after the final victory of the French 
King, a year after the short-lived victory of Paoli. Only 
a year ago, as Letitia knew, there was not a man in all 
Corsica who would have given a fig for those “ letters 
patent of nobility,” about the possession of which her 
husband was now so greatly excited. Charles himself 
would not have given a fig for them, for it was the proudest 
boast of every Corsican that noble blood had no place 
and no recognition in his native land. In Corsica the 
servant addressed his master and mistress by their Christian 
names ; and master and servant sat down together, like 
elder and younger brother, to the same table. 

Why, then, this new eagerness to be counted a 
gentleman ? 

The answer was not long withheld, The young wife, 
whose knowledge of the world was confined to her own 
people, learned that in the Kingdom of France a gentleman 
was looked on as a superior being, and enjoyed all manner 
of rights and privileges which were denied to simple folk. 
She learned, too, that the King of France had ordered 
that there should be gentlefolk and common folk in Corsica 

n 
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just as there were gentlefolk and common folk in his o^vn 
dominions. 

Very soon, if one "vvas to live comfortably and cut a 
decent figure in the world, it would be necessary to prove 
that there was blue blood flowing in one’s veins. 

It was not for a Corsican wife to dispute with her 
husband. Lctitia’s silence remained, so far as is known, 
unbroken. At least in public ; but in the nursery, where 
her little lads were growing up, she must have spoken 
much and often, since in the eyes of both her lads the 
exiled hero, Paoli, became a god, even as she herself became 
a goddess. That fervour of love could have been implanted 
in young hearts only by an equal fervour. The charming, 
easy-going Charles, the man who spent a year’s income 
on a banquet to celebrate his taking his Doctor’s degree, 
and who soon began to entertain Frencli officers at his 
table, could never have inspired it. 

For which reason, very early in his life, the young 
Napoleon adopted to his father an attitude entirely different 
from that which his mother won from him. 

“ My father,” he said at St. Helena, “ was a man of 
intellect and culture, but too fond of pleasure to occupy 
his time with us children. He would sometimes attempt 
to excuse our faults. ‘ Let them be,’ said my mother, 
‘ that is not your business ; it is for me to look after them.’ 
She did watch over us in truth with a solicitude without 
equal. Low sentiments, ungenerous feelings were checked, 
banished ; she allowed nothing to reach our young spirits 
tlmt was not fine and elevated. She had the head of a 
man on the body of a woman. She was both tender and 
severe. She punished wrongdoing and rewarded good 
conduct ; she recognized impartially our good and bad 
actions,” 

Letitia gave her little son a drum and a wooden sword ; 
at the age of eighty-two she recalled with enthusiasm the 
fact that the child had covered the walls of his nursery 
with pictures of soldiers — ^men to fight for Paoli against 
the French King* 
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Meamvhilc the gracious husband of this Spartan 
mother was advancing farther and farther in the good 
graces of the soldiers of the French King and was even 
entertaining the French Governor of Corsica, Mai’beuf, 
in his home. 

He could not, however, for all his good nature, quell 
the spirit of tlie child Najjoleon. Charles’s way of getting 
his second son to obey him was to utter the threat : “ I’ll 
tell your mother.” 

When the little lad was old enough to walk, he and his 
brother Joseph were taken out by the niu’sery governess, 
Caterina, who came from the exti-cme north of the island. 
Sometimes they would go, on those walks, to the Citadel, 
to watch the soldiers of the King of Frtuiee ; but more 
often they would pass under the walls of the town to the 
seashore, where the boats lay, and where, frequently, 
Camilla Ilari’s sailor husband would be found playing 
with his own children. Caterina, as Napoleon recalled 
long afterwards, was very good to her little charges during 
these walks and played with them and made them laugh. 
And so the Citadel and the sea became fixed in their young 
minds — ^the Citadel with its soldiers, the sea with its ships. 

Letitia was forced to leave the boys a great deal in 
the care of Caterina because, before Napoleon was two 
year's old, a daughter had been born to her. The coming 
of that child caused Grandmamma Bonaparte to hear 
three Masses every day instead of only two. 

It also caused Napoleon to receive public baptism — 
though in such a household he inust have been baptized, 
irrivately, long before. He and his ncwIy-born sister, 
Anna Mai'ia, were baptized together in the Cathedral. 

And after that Napoleon — ^perhaps because Caterina 
could not control him so well as could his mother — ^began 
to show signs of quick temper. Letitia decided to send 
the naughty boy, as a kind of disciplinary punishment, 
to the only guis’ school in Ajaccio. He was but five 
years old ; but the sting of that humiliation rankled for 
ever. It was still ranlding forty-six years later at St. 
Helena. 
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“ I was a pretty child,” said Napoleon, “ the only boy at 
the school, and the girls liked me. But I always had my 
stockings down at heel and, when we went for walks, 
I held tight to the hand of a certain little girl, which 
caused many quarrels. My boy comrades, jealous of ray 
Giacominetta, joined these two facts and put them to 
rhyme. I could not appear in the streets but they 
followed me shouting : 

‘ Stockings half down, he knows no belLei' ; 

And yet he makes love to Giacominetta.’ 

“ I could not stand being made sport of. Sticks or 
stones, I seized whatever was at hand; I rushed blindly 
among them all. Happily there was always somebody 
there to prevent things going too far, but I would never 
stop to reckon the number of my tormentors.” 

Letitia had not bargained for street lighting. She 
promptly took the lad away from the girls’ school and 
sent him to the Jesuit CoUegc where Joseph was already 
installed. 



CHAPTER V 


SOLDIERS’ BREAD 

School days for Napoleon were happy days. For the 
lad was surrounded on every side by people who loved 
him and by people who desired, above all things, that he 
should gi-ow up a clean-minded, decent-living man. In 
these present days the fact that Letitia Bonaparte taught 
all her children to like soap and water and to be careful 
of their bodily cleanliness may not seem to signify mueh. 
But it should be remembered that people were far less 
clean a hundred years ago than they are now. Boys and 
girls who learned the uses of the tub were rare birds ; 
mothers who insisted on baths and scrubbing brushes were 
rarer still. 

Nor did Letitia’s care stop at the body. She wanted 
her boys to add to their cleanliness and manliness, religious 
devotion. Joseph and Napoleon were compelled to go 
regularly to church, and the latter used to recall an occasion 
on which, because he showed reluctairce to attend High 
Mass, his mother boxed his cars. 

Letitia had her own reasons for this uncompromising 
attitude. She came of a devout family and was herself 
a devout woman; but her husband, Charles, did not 
bother himself about religion. He preferred his library — 
which is said to have contained so many as 1,000 volumes 
— ^to the Cathedral, and he was ready, at aU times, to air 
his unorthodox opinions. 

In every respect Charles began to copy the French and 
change his Corsican habits. Whereas Letitia ate her 
meals quickly and rose from table, always, on principle, 
before her appetite was satisfied, Charles loved to linger 
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over }iis food. He liked good wine, too, and good clothes, 
and he grew to like, more and more, the society of French- 
men, Avhosc quick wits and agreeable manners cliarmed 
him. C’liarles’s own innimcrs were jAolished — and as ])e 
had A'isited Rome and other parts of Italy and was, in 
his way, a brilliant student, he could talk avcII. To such 
people the society of iJious w'omcn and unlettered, earnest 
men is always exceedingly distasteful. 

The boy Napoleon, clearly, distrusted the good manners 
of his father just as cordially as he distrusted his father’s 
easy addiction to pleasure and — as apparently he thought 
— shameful fondness for the French. Had he not done 
so he could scarcely, a few yeai’s later, have written the 
following bitter words : 

“ What spectacle shall I see in my country ? My 
compatriots carrying chains and kissing in fear the hand 
which oppresses them. They are no longer those brave 
Corsicans whom a hero [Paoli] inspired with his virtues, 
the enemies of tyrants, of luxury, of vile courtiers. 

“ Proud, filled with a noble feeling of his individual 
importance, a Corsican was happy if he had employed his 
day over public affairs. The night passed away in the 
tender arms of a dear wife, luiderstanding and enthusiasm 
effaced all the trials of the day. Tenderness, nature made 
those nights comparable to those of the gods. But with 
liberty they have vanished like dreams, those happy 
days. Frenchmen, not content with having torn from us 
all that we cherished, you have even corrupted our 
morals ! ” 

When he wrote these lines Napoleon was sixteen. He 
had been living in France for seven years. He had not 
seen Corsica since he was a boy of nine yeai's of age. His 
father, moreover, had been dead for a year. The picture, 
therefore, is the picture of the writer’s own home life; 
the materials for it must have been drawn from his own 
experience or from information given to him by members 
of his own family. 

Probably these materials were drawn unconsciously; 
for it is certain that Letitia never spoke against her husband 
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before her boys and it is equally certain that both boys 
paid to their father in his lifetime, and after liis death, the 
most punctilious respect. Yet actions speak where words 
arc mute. Napoleon, even as a schoolboy, had set his 
young compass away from the direction in which his 
father was moving. Even as a schoolboy he admired 
only the soldierly virtues ; loved hardsliip and hated case ; 
loved practical things and hated theories ; loved men but 
was “ not happy with women.” Above all, this boy loved 
his native land and hated her oppressors, the French. 
And his manners, even as a child, were noted by the whole 
family to be very uncouth. Joseph had charming manners 
like his father ; Napoleon was the rough soldier even in 
the nursery. 

But — and this is a fact of great interest — ^Napoleon 
could, when he chose, cxliibit the most eharming manners 
imaginable. Every one who knew him is emphatic on 
that point. 

His uncouth manners, then, were evidently a deliberate 
choice. He, at any rate, was not going to ape the French 
or “ kiss in fear the hand wluch oppressed him.” 

His mother, in her old age, recalled how this serious- 
minded boy, “ though very fond of good things,” would 
often, while attending the Jesuit College at Ajaccio, 
exchange the white bread that had been given him for his 
luncheon for a soldier’s coarse bread. She scolded him 
for his folly, and he replied tliat, as he was gomg to be a 
soldier, he wished to accustom himself to hardships ; and, 
besides, he liked the soldiers’ bread best. 

There is something, surely, of pathos in the picture of 
the tiny lad giving his sandwiches to the French soldiers 
and taking from them, in exchange, their rough fare. 
Perhaps that was the only means which lay in his power of 
inflicting humiliation — ^albeit unapprehended — on French- 
men and at the same time proving to himself the .superiority 
of his own people. I am inclined to think that Jacob 
gave not more contemptuously his mess of red pottage 
to Esau than did the child Napoleon give his white bread 
to the '’oldiers of France, 



CHAPTER VI 

THE SHIPS AND THE SOLDIERS 

The soldiers’ bread was bread of preparation, Passover 
bread. The boy, in eating it, vowed himself to the life 
of hardship. There is bnb little doubt that he vowed 
himself also to the .sciwice of Corsica. In tlic days wlicn 
the tall ships of the King of England should bring Paoli 
back again, there would be one patriot at least ready to 
ftght and, if necessary, to die at his side. 

“ Guerra, giierra ! Liberia o more," 

When Napoleon was seven his little sister Maria Anna 
died. But shortly before her death another boy, Lucicn, 
had been born. The family was prospering at this time, 
for Charles’s blue blood and his attentions to the French 
officers had won him recognition by the King of France 
as a “ Corsican Nobleman,” He had actually been 
appointed one of the Twelve Noblemen chosen to govern 
the island on behalf of the King and had, in addition, 
gained the post of Assessor to the Court of Ajaccio, This 
post carried a substantial salary. 

His new honours delighted Napoleon’s father greatly 
and were the excuse for much fresh extravagance. A 
Nobleman, said Charles, must possess a house worthy of 
his high position. So a fine “ terrace ■” and a “ gallery ” 
were added to the Bonaparte Mansion, and rich banquets 
were spread for the enjoyment of the French Governor and 
his officers. 

Meanwhile, however, other Corsicans who had not 
“ kissed the hands which oppressed them ” were giving 
much trouble to their conquerors. There were disturbance^ 
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all over the island and the French officials became more 
and more unpopular. 

Joseph and Napolcou, boys of nine and eight years, 
heard, of course, both at school and in the streets, news of 
everything that was going on. They heard that brave 
men were ready, even in those dark days, to dare the anger 
of the King of France. They heard also of the punish- 
ments which the King of France inflicted on those who 
had rebelled against him. 

Their hearts were with the rebels ; and they blushed 
to know that their own father had become a servant of 
the King. 

Napoleon, though, probably consoled himself with the 
thought that he was growing up, and that, very soon, he 
would be able to break away from his father’s authority. 
By common testimony he was the leader of the band of 
boys with whom he consorted, and, no doubt, he inspired 
these, his first followers, witli his own enthusiasm, and 
expounded to them his young faith that soon the ships 
of England would bring back Paoli from that island to 
Corsica. 

England was, tlius, Napoleon’s angel; France his 
deadly foe. His eyes, when he gazed seaward, those 
strange grey eyes of his, were gentle with love and hope ; 
but when he turned them towai’ds the Citadel they grew 
cold and hard. 



CHAPTER VII 


A STAGGERING BLOW 

A STAGGERING blow awaifccd the young pfitriot — a blow 
which, in its lirst effects, blotted out for him all the joy 
of life. This Avas nothing less than the announcement to 
him by his father that he was to go to school in France 
and himself become a soldier of the French King. 

There is no record of the scene Avhich occurred when 
Napoleon first learned his fate. But Avhen, twenty-live 
years later, the proposal was made by the town of Mont- 
pellier, where Chai'lcs died and was buried, that a 
monument should bo erected to his memory bearing the 
inscription : 

" Come forth from the Grave. 

Thy son, Napoleon, raises thee to immortality,” 

Napoleon replied : 

“ TAventy years have passed since this event ” (his 
father’s death) “ occurred ; it can be of no interest to 
the public ; avc avUI not talk of it any further.” 

While the boy shuddered at the prospect of becoming 
a French soldier, his father was full of satisfaction and 
self-congratulation. Charles had not been idle in the 
congenial Avork of getting himself on in the world, and he 
had pro.spercd amazingly. The old French King, Louis XV, 
most profligate of monarchs, had died and his grandson, 
Louis XVI, had moimted his throne. It was necessary 
that good Frenchmen in Corsica, as elscAvhere, should 
hasten to pay their respects to the new monarch. Charles 
managed to get himself chosen as one of those who should 
go to the French Court at Versailles to proclaim the 
loyalty of Corsica. 
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He was tremendously excited about this visit and spent 
unliiuitccl care and money on his Court dress. But he had 
an eye to business as well as to pleasure and honour. It 
was not for nothing that he had welcomed the French 
Governor Marbeuf into his house and put himself to the 
trouble of composing a sonnet on the occasion of Mai'bcuf’s 
marriage. The Frenchman had it in his power to recom- 
mend Napoleon for a place as a “King’s Scholar” in 
one of the military academies — that is to say, for a free 
education of the most distinguished kind. 

Marbeuf did recommend Napoleon, and Charles then 
ran about among his friends in Ajaccio and got statements 
written to the effect that he was too poor to pay for his 
son’s education out of liis own pocket — ^which was not 
true. Armed with these documents, and with his new 
Court dress packed snugly in his trunk, he set forth for 
Paris. 

.His wife and family, no doubt, saw him off at the quay. 
I have often tried to picture the scene and to conjure up 
in my mind the expressions which the faces of the various 
participants in it must have worn — Grandmamma 
Bonaparte’s face, and Letitia’s face ; Uncle Lucien’s red 
face ; Joseph’s face 5 the face of Napoleon, who knew 
by this time, of coiu'se, the object of the visit. Without 
a doubt the whole family had already had the opportunity 
of admiring Charles in his Comt dress and had had the 
meaning of that dress fully explained to them. Without 
a doubt, too, the gay father had told his diildx’en all that 
he knew about the splendour of Versailles, the most 
polished and the most powerful Court on earth. Charles 
belonged, most emphatically, to that company all of whose 
geese are swans. Thus, as the ship drew away from the 
harbour, his sons would be able to picture the glories 
awaiting their sire. Joseph perhaps thrilled a little at 
the thought, for he was his father’s son; in Napoleon’s 
mind there could be but one idea ; his father had gone to 
kiss the hand which oppressed him. 

Charles, perhaps, guessed what his second son was 
thinking, because, on his return, he made haste to annouiice 
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that Napoleon was to be a French sailor, and not a French 
soldier. He was to enter the Navy of King Louis when his 
education was complete. There was, perhaps, a small 
crumb of comfort for the outoaged lad. In any case, the 
decision was made and was in*evoeable — since what could 
a boy of nine years do to alter it ? Charles bade his wife 
prepare for the departure of her sons — ^for he had secured 
a place also for Joseph, who was destined for the Chui’ch. 

On December 12, 1778, a miserable little party started 
out from the Bonaparte house to go down to the harbour. 
Tlierc was Charles himself, who was returning on a new 
mission to Paris and Versailles, there was Joseph aged ten, 
there was Napoleon aged nine, and there was yoimg 
Fesch, Grandmamma Fcsch’s son by her second husband, 
who, at fifteen years of age, was going to Aix to begin his 
studies for the Church. These were the travellers. To bid 
them farewell came Grandmamma Bonaparte and Grand- 
mamma Fesch, Uncle Lucicn and Aunt Gertrude, the 
faitliful Caterina and Camilla Ilari and her children. 

As the boat moved away the boys waved their liand- 
kerchiefs, but their eyes were wet. The women on the 
quay did not attempt to restrain their tears. 

“I still remember,” said Napoleon at St. Helena, 
“ what tears Catei’ina shed when I left Corsica for France, 
though it was forty years ago.” 



CHAPTER VIII 

A TEAR FOR JOSEPH 

W^'iiAT must have been Napoleon’s thoughts as the snow- 
clad mountains of Corsica, those mountains wliich had 
mothered his tender years, faded into the distance of the 
sea ? Never before had he been separated from his 
mother, nor from Caterina, nor from Grandmamma 
Ronaparte. His whole world was falling away from him. 

And the world to which he travelled offered nothing 
but misery and loneliness. He could not speak a word of 
French. 

Moreover, he loicw that this separation from home 
must last a very long time — ^probably many years. And 
even a month resembles eternity in the mind of a child. 
Would he ever sec his mother again ? Or Lucicn his 
three-year-old brother ? Or his dear Caterina ? Or 
Eliza aged two ? or the baby Louis, at whose christening, 
a few weeks before, there had been such a gi’eat rejoicing ? 
Would he ever again visit tlie grave of his little sister, 
Maria Anna, who had been his playmate aU the five years 
of her life and at whoso death life had seemed, suddenly, so 
empty ? What had become now of his brave hopes and 
resolves, those hopes and resolves which, already, had made 
a iiatriot of him ? It was in vain, surely, that he had 
eaten his soldiers’ bread and dreamed his dreams. 

The smiling face of his father, anxious, no doubt, to 
soften the pain of parting for his little lads— -for Charles 
was nothing if not good-hearted in a facile way — cannot 
have afforded any real comfort, though it must have given 
a sense of security. Charles was much too well pleased 
with himself to understand what was passing in the minds 
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of the boys. His hopeful gaze was set on the ruLure and 
the future gloAved as he scanned it. Had he not, already, 
been promised a Corsican bishopric for Joseph and a 
Commission in the Marines for Napoleon ? Was he not 
now on his way to join the gay and splendid throng on 
the Ambassadors’ staircase at Versailles ? Within a few 
days he would be whirling m the greatest and maddest 
social vortex which the world has ever known, the Court 
of good King Louis XVI and his lovely young Queen, 
Marie Antoinette. 

All the world knows the picture of Napoleon standing 
alone on the deck of the Bclleroylion which carried him 
away, for ever, from France. But why has no artist 
painted a picture of the little lad of nine years standing 
on that other deck on which, for the lirst time, he was 
carried into France ? It is possible that truth would 
exhibit in the eyes of the child a melancholy greater even 
than that which in the picture haunts the eyes of the fallen 
Emperor. 

But youth is ever hopeful, ever interested in new scenes 
and new faces. And so, perhaps, the first contacts with 
the pleasant land of France carried their consolation 
for the joys which had been lost. The party travelled, in 
the first place, to Aix-cn-Province, where the fifteen-year 
old Fesch (Napoleon’s step-uncle) was going to school, 
and then proceeded to Aiitmi, where Joseph and Napoleon 
were to begin the study of the French language. The boys 
bade good-bye to their father on New Year’s Day of the 
year 1779. They were alone, strangers in a strange land, 
without even the power to make themselves understood. 

Nor had the worst blow, which they know to be in 
store for them, fallen on them, even yet. Soon, in a month 
or two at the most, these brothers who could not remember 
a single day on which they had not been together, were to 
be separated. 

The blow fell on April 20. Charles’s efforts had been 
completely successful, and Napoleon was told to proceed 
at once to the Military School at Brienne of which, since 
it had been decided that he ” possessed the nobility 
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neccsstiry lor admission into tlio ranks of the gentlemen 
who arc educated by his Majesty,” lie had been elected 
a King’s Scholar. He was told, too, thatjone of thcj[strictcst 
rules of the school was that no boy should ever leave it 
during the six years of his training ; there were no holidays 
in the modern sense of that term. This, then, was the end. 

The brothers said farewell to each other for the last 
time, and Joseph, on his own confession, broke down and 
wept violently. It was different with Napoleon. He 
“ shed only one tear, which he strove in vain to conceal.” 
A worthy priest, who was present at the leave-taking, 
told Joseph afterwards that Napoleon’s single tear showed 
as much feeling as all his own. 



ClIArTEll IX 


A. GOOD BOY 

The Military School at Briemic is known to have been a 
hotbed of schoolboy vice at the time at which Napoleon 
entered it. Only the soils of French noblemen were 
admitted to the school, and these lads, no doubt, aped, on 
a small scale, the manners and morals which had made 
the Court of the late King Louis XV of France stink in 
the nostrils of the world. Some of them aped, too, the 
arrogance of that great nobility which, even then in its 
twilight, was soon to pay in full, on the scaffolds of the 
Revolution, its debt to humanity and to the French people. 
The school at Brienne was compact of pride and prejudice, 
insolence and snobbery, as well as of laziness and vice. 

The young lordlings, who were its pupils, were not, 
however, solely to blame for this. The system under 
which they lived and worked was a bad one, the invention 
of the Benedictine priests who conducted all the Twelve 
Royal Schools of France. Life was planned on the 
monastic model. There was no release, no freedom, very 
restricted intercourse with the outside world and even 
with parents. The boys heard Mass every day; but 
even this office was “ gabbled through ” in a few minutes. 
Here are all the elements of an unchaste environment. 

Further, the pupils at the school were divided into 
different social types. They were all noble — ^it was 
Charles’s blue blood which bad enabled him to get his son 
into the school — ^but tlrcy were not all equally important. 
Some of the boys, for example, were destined to become, 
officers of the King’s Guard at Versailles. These were the 
sons of the great houses. Others were going to the Cavalry 
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or the Infantry. Other.*?, again, wished to enter the Navy, 
the Engineers, or the Artillery. Tliese last, the would-he 
marines, sappers, and gunners, had to pass examinations, 
There were no examinations for guardsmen, cavahymen, 
infantrymen, or for the boys who meant, ultimately, to 
enter civilian service. 

Again, only a small number of boys were King’s 
Scholars — ^that is, free scholars; in the majority of 
instances fees were paid by parents for the education 
provided. Thus, there were rich and poor in the school 
as well as great and .small. There were boys compelled 
to work hard as well as boys who might do as much or as 
little as they chose, 

NaiJolcon was poor, a scholar dependent on the King’s 
charity. He was also under the necessity of working hard 
because he aspired to enter the Navy. And, in social 
rank, he was the smallest of the small, a miserable Corsican, 
whose right even to call Iximself a Frenchman was doubtful 
and whose ‘blue blood was, as everybody knew, of the 
palest possible tint. Why, the fellow could scarcely speak 
a sentence of the King’s French I 

Napoleon, too, had been brought up by a mother by 
whom “ low sentiments, ungenerous feelings were checked, 
banished ” ; and who “ allowed nothing to reach our young 
spirits that was not line and elevated.” He was a “ good 
boy ” — ^the product of a simple home where cl ean living . 
of body a.Tid of mind , was held to be essential to happiness, 
both inthis world and in the world to come. 

A good boy, no matter what Iiis social rank might be, 
was assured of a tough time at the Military School of 
Bricnne. 

The lad’s first impression of the school seems to have 
been one of unspeakable horror. Never, in his darkest 
moments of loathing of the French, had he conceived of 
them as such vile and depraved creatures as they now 
appeared to Iris candid young eyes. And not only were 
they depraved j they were bulhcs also, and snobs. Very 
soon the boy from Corsica learned exactly what the sons 
of Noble France thought of him, of his birth and breeding. 
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of his middle-class morals, of his unspeakable accent and 
unconth manners, and of his ncvvly-conqucred fatherland. 
Finding him sensitive to their jeers, these tormentors 
rejoiced in the discoveiy of a new sport — ^IBonaparte 
baiting. The lad was ensnared into airing his opinions — 
on life, on morals, on Coi’sica, on Paoli — and was then told 
how thankful he should be to have obtained the boimty 
of good King Louis and to have been admitted — ^no other 
Corsican had ever at any time enjoyed such an honour — 
to the society of real gentlefolk. He was asked, also, 
where exactly Corsica was situated on the map and how 
many minutes it had taken to reduce the island to sub- 
jection. Cartoons, one of wliich still exists, were drawn 
to give point to these questions. 

Napoleon shuddered at first; but, after a little, he 
girded himself to resist. 

“ If you had been only four to one,” he cried, “ it 
would not have mattered. We should have driven you 
out. But you were ten to one.” 

That kind of answer merely added to the enjoyment 
of the tormentors. They nicknamed the little Corsican 
“ Sti'aw Nose,” because he pronounced his own name in 
a manner which suggested the French words “ Paillc- 
au-neZt' and they laughed at his poverty. 

“ At Brienne,” said Napoleon, thirty years afterwards, 
“ I was the poorest of all my schoolfellows. They always 
had money in their pockets ; I never. I was proud, and 
was most careful that nobody should perceive this. . . . 
I could neither laugh nor amuse myself like the others. 
Bonaparte the schoolboy was out of touch with liis 
comrades and he was not popular.” 

If he was not populor, however, he was sufficiently 
formidable, and, after a time, as he grew older, the 
persecutions diminished. Napoleo n never refused aj ight, 
and on one occasion defied the"ino6 of his noble foes with 
the threat : 

“ I win do you French people all the harm I can.” 

The lordlings must have laughed as they heard him. 
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But even they grew to respect a co urag e, _physical and 
moral, - wliich they could not extinguish. There was 
going to be no kissing, in this case, as they soon perceived, 
of the hands that oppressed. And so Napoleon was left 
more or less in peace. 

He showed himself, in these circumstances, a good 
comrade, and he made a real friend in Bourrienne. 

“ Yoti never laugh at me,” he said once to Bourrienne ; 
“ you like me.” 

Bourrienne has testified that, when Napoleon was 
charged with special supervision duties at the school, he 
“ preferred going to prison himself to denouncing his 
comrades who had done wrong.” Once again the Corsican 
gave the “ white bread ” to the French and kept the 
“ I’ough bread ” for himself. 

Life, when the first horror Jiad faded, was not without 
its interests. Napoleon, driven from human society like 
a leper, and dumb because of his uneasy command of 
French, devoted himself earnestly to his studies. He was 
fortunate in finding two excellent mathematicians in the 
school, the senior master, Father Patrault, and liis assistant 
Pichegru. Pichegj^u, whose nanre was soon to resound 
through Europe as one of the great Bcvolutionary Generals, 
probably gave his first lessons to the boy who, later on, 
was to become the object of hi.s deadly hatred. 

Napoleon distinguished liimself in mathematics ; he 
made a poor showing in Latin and in German and in 
English. But his best subject, probably, was geography — 
map-reading — ^for, within a year of entering the school, 
he was chosen to exhibit his knowledge at the annual 
“ show-day.” He found, too, in books, the friendships 
he could not find in life. There was a library in the 
school and very soon the lad in charge of it grew impatient 
at the perpetual demands made on his time by young 
Bonaparte, who seems to have rea4_aji_±hifi. liiistoiy.and 
all the b iograp hy ava ilable. Plutarch’s Lives was the 
supreme favourite. 

But, in spite of the books, there were moments of 
awful home-sickness. Brienne'lies in the north of France, 
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to the east of Paris. Its cKmatc is the climate of the 
north. How the soul of the boy must have hungered 
for the blue sea and the mountains of his home, for the 
freedom of his father’s vineyards, for the sailing boats 
of Camilla’s Iiusband — and, far beyond all these things, 
for his mother’s love ! At St. Helena, the grown man, 
coming near his death, said once to his doctor : 

“ You are attached to me, doctor ; you think nothing 
of annoyances, trouble, fatigue, when it is a question of 
giving me any relief ; bxit all that is very different from 
the solicitude of a motlier. Oh, Mamma LcLitia ! ” 

What must the boy of ten or eleven, exiled in that 
northern prison house, at tlie mercy of his tormentors, 
have felt ? Napoleon fell sometimes into deep melancholy ; 
but his courage always saved him. Was he not, even yet, 
one of Paoli’s men, driven into exile just as Paoli had been, 
but cherishing, deep down in his heart, the resolve to 
return again to his native land and take up arms against 
her enemies ? 

It was not his fault that he wore the uniform of the 
King of France — ^nevertheless, the fact that he did wear 
that uniform vexed Iiim sorely and troubled liis conscience. 

He seems to have felt it necessary to his honour to 
testify before all his comrades how greatly he loved the 
Corsican hero whom France had overwhelmed, and how 
utterly he detested the oppressors of his native land. 

The Frenchmen only laughed at him. 



CHAPTER X 


THE DEATH OF CHARLES 

Three years after he entered the school at Brienne, 
Napoleon saAv his father and mother again. They calne 
together to the school to visit Iiim. Charles was not now 
in good health and was taking baths at a resort near the 
school. The couple arrived in then- very best clothes. 
Since it was the height of summer, Charles was arrayed 
in a silk coat and wore a most impressive wig. He also 
carried a sword, as befitted Ms rank of nobleman. Letitia 
was in white silk decorated with green flowers. 

That visit must have been very sweet for the boy ; 
it must have been sweeter still for his mother. For she 
found that her son had not changed. There was not a 
trace of snobbery in his character, not a sign of any desire 
to attach himself to the French nobles who were his 
companioirs, or to detach himself from old associations. 
On the conti-ary, his one desire was to hear all the news 
from home. How were his grandmothers ? And Uncle 
Lucicn? And Aunt Gertrude? And Caterina, and 
Camilla and her husband and cMldren ? And how were 
Lucicn and Eliza and Louis and the two baby sisters, 
Pauline and Caroline, who had been born, as he knew 
from letters, since he left home ? Letitia satisfied all 
these questions. But she went away rather worried 
because her boy looked so thin and ill. 

' Two years after that visit, Charles came to see his son 
again. On this occasion Letitia did not accompany him. 
He was bringing Lucien, then a boy of nine, to Brieime 
to begin liis studies there. 



32 THJi DJiATH OF CHARLES 

He was under the necessity of paying for this lad’s 
education until Napoleon should be old enough to leave 
the school, because two bi’others could not receive the 
Royal bounty at the same time, Charles had also with 
him his eldest daughter, Eliza, aged seven, for whom he 
had secured a place as a King’s Scholar, i.c. a free scholar, 
at the girls’ school at St. Cyr near Versailles. 

The poor man was now in very bad health and seems 
to have taken his son, who was fifteen years old, into his 
confidence. He told Napoleon, among other things, that 
Joseph was by no means happy at the prospect of becoming 
a clergyman and wanted to change his occupation to that 
of a soldier. Of this step Charles heartily disapproved ; 
but he was not prepared absolutely to forbid it. Charles 
added that he himself was going to consult the Queen’s 
doctor about the state of liis health as soon as he reached 
1‘aris. 

Napoleon was never to see his father again. Cliarlcs 
was ordered by the Royal physician to return home at 
once. He did so. In the late autumn — ^November — of 
the same year, Lctitia gave birth to another son, Jerome. 
The following February she became a widow. 

Charles, at the moment of his death, which, as has been 
said, occurred at Montpellier, was on liis way back to 
Paris, driven thither by his terrible sufferings — he had 
cancer of the stomach — ^to seek medical help. He had 
Joseph, who was about to enter the Artillery School at 
Metz, with liim and also young Fesch. Joseph was 
seventeen, Fesch twenty-one. Charles’s dying words, 
spoken in deHrium, and reported by Joseph, were about 
Napoleon for whom he called in most passioziate accents. 
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PUSS IN BOOTS 

Napoleon -was in Paris when his father died. He had 
failed to obtain a commission in the Navy and had, conse- 
quently, been forced to content himself with the prospect of 
becoming an artilleryman. From Brieime he went, in tlie 
October preceding his father’s death, and live months 
before that event, as a “ King’s Scholar ” to the Military 
School in Paris. He was stUI, therefore, receiving the 
chai’ity of liis enemies. 

He travelled from Briennc by coach. There is no 
record of the manner in wliich he left the old school where 
he had spent nearly six years and in wliich he had grown 
from boyhood to adolescence. But a Corsican, who 
happened to recognize him as he was descending from the 
coach in Paris, declared afterwards that “ young Bonaparte 
looked like a newcomer ; he gaped at everything he saw, 
and stared about him. His appearance was that of a man 
whom any scoundrel would try to rob after seeing him.” 

It was a case of “ Rupert coming to town.” Nor is 
this to be wondered at. Let the reader recall the effect 
on his own mind of his first glimpse of Paris — of the charm 
of her setting, of the splendour of her palaces, of the 
immemorial wooing of her spixit. Napoleon had passed 
through Marseilles as a boy of nine, but he really knew no 
city save the tiny Ajaccio, with its walls and its Citadel 
and its parish church, called “ the Cathedral ” ; he had 
come to the Capital of Civilization. 

Paris had a new shock in store for him. This penniless 
lad, accustomed to frugal livingat home and to the monastic 
life of Biienne, found himself plunged, suddenly, into a 
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degree of luxurious ease which left him utterly bewildered 
and made a permanent impression on his mind. 

“ We were served and fed,” he said long afterwards, 
“ in a magnificent manner, treated throughout like young 
oll’icers accustomed to great luxuries far exceeding those of 
most of our families. For instance, at dinner they had 
soup, meat, two entrees, two helpings of dessert ; for 
supper, roast, two entremets, salad, tlu'cc helpings of 
dessert, always with a mixture of half wine, half water.” 

This was more than the cater of “ soldiers’ bread ” 
could bear with calmness. 

“The King’s scholars,” he wrote to a master at 
Brienne who had befriended him, “ can only learn feelings 
of vanity and self-satisfaction in place of qualities of the 
heart. . . . Instead of maintaining a large staff of servants 
for these pupils and givuig them, every day, meals of 
several courses and keeping up an expensive stud of horses 
and grooms, would it not be better, of course without 
intcn’upting their studies, to compel them to be suffleient 
for their own wants — that is to say, Avithout compelling 
them to do their own cooking to let them eat soldiers’ 
bread, or something similar, to accustom them to beat and 
brush their oAvn clothes, and to clean their own boots and 
shoes ? 

“Accustomed to a sober life, to be particular about 
their appearance, they would become stronger, would 
endure bad weather better, support courageously the 
hardships of war and inspire with respect and blind devotion 
the soldiers Avho would have to serve under theh’ orders.” 

There was Letitia’s son speaking ; there spoke the boy 
who, in the nm’sery, had dedicated himself to the soldier’s 
life, that he might win freedom for Ins country. What a 
gulf separated Napoleon’s ideas from those of the Govern- 
ment of King Louis of I’rance which, actually, declared that 
the chief object of the Military Academy should be to 
produce men with agreeable manners and “that pohtc 
tone so rar^ and so difficult to acquire ! ” 

Napoleon’s ideas were middle-class ideas, in spite of 
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poor Charles’s blue blood, and that for the suffieicnt reason 
that Napoleon himself, again in spite of Charles’s blue 
blood, belonged to the middle class and shared to the fullest 
extent all its opinions. He did not, however, and this 
point is important, belong to that branch of the middle 
class which is engaged in eommerce. Had he been an 
Englishman, instead of a Corsican, we should have said of 
him that he came of good yeoman stoclc. Yeomen arc 
but seldom coneerned to become aristocrats; rich merchants 
always desire this transmutation. Napoleon never, at any 
time, truckled to the lordlings with whom he was educated. 
He never tried to stand on his supposed nobility. It 
was nothing to him that he was oliicially described as a 
“ gentleman cadet.” His father might take pride in being 
recognized as a gentleman of France ; it was enough for the 
son to know himself — still — “ one of Paoli’s men.” 

The Paris Academy was therefore informed by the 
young Bonaparte, just as the school at Brienne had been 
informed by him, about the glorious history of Corsica 
and the mighty struggle which the Corsican hero had made 
against the King of France. When, on one occasion, a 
kindly Frenchman of the Academy offered to lend Napoleon 
money, the lad flushed up and replied : 

“ My mother has already too many expenses and I have 
no business to increase them by extravagances which arc 
simply imposed on me by the stupid folly of my comrades.” 

It was well spoken and it was true. For Charles’s death 
had left poor Letitia in straitened circumstances. The gay 
fellow, no doubt, had improved the family status — as 
judged by French eyes — and he had managed to get two 
sons (Napoleon and Lucien) and one daughter (Eliza) 
educated by the King of France. But he had left, in 
addition to these children and to Joseph, whose education 
was far advanced, two yomiger sons and two younger 
daughters. Thus his widow found herself with four young 
children on her hands. She discovered, also, that her late 
husband’s visits to the Court of King Louis, his wardrobe, 
and his lavish hospitality at home and abroad, had severely 
depleted the family exchequer. She must have written to 
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that effect to her son, because, a month after his father’s 
death, Napoleon wrote to her : 

“My dear Mother, 

“Now that time has begun to soften the first 
transports of my sorrow, I hasten to express to you tlie 
gratitude I feel for all the kindness you have always 
displayed towards us. Console yourself, dear Mother, 
circumstances require that you should. We will redouble 
our care and our gratitude to you — if, by our obedience, 
we can make uji to you in the smallest degree for the 
inestimable loss of a cherished husband. I ftnish, dear 
Mother — ^my grief compels it — by praying you to calm 
yours. My health is perfect and my daily prayer is that 
Heaven may grant you the same. Give my respects to 
Aunt Gertrude, Grandmamma Bonaparte, and Grand- 
mamma Fesch.” 

The letter is signed, “ Your very humble and very 
affectionate son.” 

The imter meant what he said about redoubling his care. 
He realized now that he had no choice but to work hard and 
get his commission and so be able to give his mother some 
help with the education of the other children. 

Education, in Napoleon’s eyes — and here he agreed 
with his father — ^was the inestimable boon. But he could 
not shut his eyes to the fact that this corase meant a 
double treachery ; treachery to his country and treachery 
to the King of France whose uniform he should be wearing. 
Up till now the boy had been acting under compulsion ; 
but if he entered the French Army of his own null, he could 
no longer plead that excuse with his soul. 

On the other hand, if he managed to escape the French 
Army, he must inevitably ruin all his late father’s plans 
for his brother Lucien, then at Brienne, and for his sister 
Eliza, then at St. Cyr, and both being educated by the 
French King. That would mean adding immeasurably 
to the heavy harden of Ins mother. 

It was a cruel predicament for a boy of fifteen, and 
Napoleon felt its cruelty weigh so heavily on him that he 
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began to brood. Thoughts of suicide entered his mind and 
dwelt there. Thus, a year later, after he had accepted the 
King’s commission, he wrote : 

“ Always alone in the midst of men I return to my room 
to give myself to dreaming and to deliver myself to all the 
vivacity of my melancholy. In what direction is it turned 
to-day ? In the direction of death. In the dami of my 
days I may still liope to live a long time. I have been 
absent from my country from six to seven years. What 
pleasures shall I not taste when I see again, in four months, 
both my compatriots and my relatives ? From the tender 
emotions which the remembrance of the pleasures of my 
childhood makes me feel, may I not conclude that my 
happiness will then be complete ? What madness, then, 
leads me to wish for my destruction ? Certainly what is 
there to do in this world ? Since T must die, would it not 
be as well to kill myself ? ” 

He answers these questions by a reference to the 
deplorable state of Corsica eoiTuptcd by her French 
oppressors, and declares : 

“ The present picture of my couiitry, and the impossi- 
bility of changing it, is therefore a new reason for flying 
from a world where I am obliged by duty to pi’aise the 
men whom virtue shoidd make me hate.” 

No doubt there is something here of the “ gloom of 
youth ” ; no doubt, too, many young people talk of suicide. 
But, on the other hand, tJie writer, docs not exaggerate the 
wretchedness of his own position. He was serving the 
enemy of his Fatherland ; he was in duty bound to praise 
the men whom virtue should make him hate. And yet 
what could he do ? He kuew enough of France now to 
realize how hopeless must be any Corsican resistance to the 
French naval and military forces. “ The impossibility 
of changing it ” made regrets for the present state of affairs 
merely vain regrets. By leaving the French Army he 
could not help Corsica, and he must inevitably add to the 
already great anxieties of the mother whom he adored. 

And yet . . . And yet .... It was horrible to “ kiss 
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the hand which oppressed him.” So horrible that even 
death seemed better “ in the dawn of my days.” 

But tliere was one con.solation to set against all this 
misery — a consolation which may very well have played 
a decisive part in saving the boy fi'om a rash act. Napoleon, 
like so many other young folk of that day, had beeome a 
student of Rousseau. He had thus discovered a French- 
man Avho shared all his own views about the virtue of the 
simple life and who actually held up the Corsican nation 
as a model for mankind. 

In that respect Rousseau resembled the Scotsman 
Boswell, author of the Life of Johnson^ who at one time 
had come to Corsica to see Paoli and had written a book 
about him. Napoleon had devoured a translation of that 
book while still at Bricnne, and his love of England had 
deepened with every page he read. Now, actually, he 
found the same sentiments in a French book written before 
he was born. Rousseau, after painting his well-known 
picture of the depravity of modem life and urging the 
need for equality among men, declares : 

“ There is still to be found in Europe a country capable 
of making laws ; that is the Island of Corsica. The courage 
and the constancy with which this brave people has 
recovered and defended its freedom deserve that some wise 
man .should be found among them to teach them how to 
preserve it. I have a presentiment that some day this 
little island will astonish Europe.” 

Napoleon thrilled as he read. Rousseau became, for the 
moment, an object of his enthusiasm, and he steeped him.self 
in the philosophy of Rousseau’s great book, Tlie Social 
Contract. 

That philosophy taught liim that it was not only 
Corsicans who were oppressed by the King of France and 
his lords ; Frenchmen, also, groaned under the same yoke. 
Frenchmen also were compelled to Idss in fear the hands 
which oppressed them. The boys with whom he had been 
educated at Brienne and at the Military Academy at Paris, 
those vicious, sneering boys, so proud of their blood, so 
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scornful of his, were the sons of the real enemies of the 
common folk of France no less than of the common folk 
of Corsica. 

Napoleon saw suddenly, os in a flash, that his quarrel 
was not with the French nation, but only with the French 
King and the French lords who, by their idleness and 
wickedness — of which he had, as lie believed, seen so much 
— were betraying the people over whom they brutally 
tyrannized. The King, he told himself, was a traitor to the 
nation because he and his lords, and the clergy associated 
with them, had no thought for the happiness of the people 
who had made him King. The experiences of Brienne left 
no doubt on this matter in the boy’s mind. 

“ The people," he wrote, “ can, at will, take hack the 
sovereignty which it has given." 

His conscience became easier when he argued in tliis 
way. Nor is there any reasonable doubt that he was 
sincere in his argument. Already, in 1785, the first 
rumblings of the Revolution might be detected by careful 
ears. Thousands of Frenchmen thought as this Corsican 
lad thought, though few, perhaps, had formulated their 
ideas so precisely as he had. Napoleon, thanks to his 
strange and diflicult position, and to his bitter experiences 
as a schoolboy, was a revolutionary four years before the 
actual beginning of the Revolution. He counted himself 
an officer of the French nation before the French nation 
was fully aware of its right to possess officers. 

In 1785, in the month of September, the lad “ went 
up ” for his examination as an officer. His really fine 
performance as a mathematician carried him through with 
success if not with great distinction. He was given his 
commission as a Second Lieutenant in the Artillery and 
was posted, at his own request, to the regiment of La F^re, 
then in garrison at Valence. His reason for making this 
request was that the Valence garrison provided the two 
companies of artillery which were stationed in Corsica. 

On the day when the new Lieutenant put on his uniform 
for the first time, he paid a visit to some old friends of 
Ins family, the Permons, who lived in Paris. He was 
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tremendously self-conscious and shy, but the two little 
girls of the household did not, on that account, spare him. 
When he entered the drawing-room the girls saw that his 
boots were much too big for him — “ they were so high and 
wide that his little, thin legs seemed to be buried in them ” 
— and burst out laughing. 

The lad flushed up angrily and remarked to tlic eldest 
girl : 

“ You are nothing but a child.” 

“ And you,” cried she, “ are nothing but Puss in Hoots.” 

A few days later the Lieutenant called again with a 
present for his tormentor. This was a cat, in boots, 
running before a carriage. He brought along with it a 
pretty little edition of the talc, Vm/i in Boots, which lici 
begged Mademoiselle Permoii to keep as a remembrance. 

Considering that he was very hard up at the time, this 
was a handsome way of making amends for his quick 
temper. 
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JIAHBJMOISELLE BOU 

Napoleon reached the tmvn of Valence from Paris on 
November 5, 1785, Avhen he was sixteen years and three 
months old — a period of life when few men are placed in 
charge of troops. He had had an interesting journey in the 
company of his friend Alexander des Mazis, a lad to whom, 
during the last year, lie had grown attached. The two 
Lieutenants were conducted from the Military Academy 
in Paris to the stage-coach by a non-commissioned oJTicer 
specially told off for this duty. Their conductor paid their 
fares and handed them each a sum of money for the 
journey. Whfen the coach reached Chalon on the Saone 
the lads left it and transferred to a barge (called the “ water 
stagc-coach ”) on which they travelled on the River Sa6ne 
to Lyons. Here they caught a second barge which carried 
them down the River Rh6ne to Valence. Napoleon was 
coming south again. He carried with him his commission, 
signed by King Louts, in which he was described ns : 

“ Napoleone de Buonaparie, second Lieutenairt of 
d’Autume’s company of bombardiers in the La P^re regi- 
ment of my royal corps of artillery.” 

He was naturally curious to find out what sort of a man 
Captain d’Autume, his new chief, might be, and also to 
discover whether the idle, luxurious life of the Military 
Academy at Paris was to be repeated in the La P^re 
regiment. This time a pleasant surprise awaited him. 
Almost as soon as he reached Valence he realized that he 
had come to a place of wliich he could thoroughly approve 
and to the society of men whom he could respect. During 
the first few months of his stay, however, he had not much 
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time for thought, because it was a rule of the French 
Artillery that a new officer had to serve for a short period 
in every rank, from that of private upwards, before he took 
his own place and was received into the comradeship of 
his brother officers. Napoleon considered this system an 
excellent one. He spent from November till the middle of 
January in thus qualifying. On January 18 of the year 
17S6, he was “ passed ” as a fully fledged officer. 

Meanwhile he had been settling down. His pay was a 
pound a week and he did not possess a penny beyond his 
pay, because in no circumstances would he ask his mother 
or his relatives for help. Consequently it was absolutely 
necessary to exercise the utmost economy. He had been 
allotted lodgings in the town, in the house of an old man 
named Bou who lived with his middle-aged daughter. 
Mademoiselle Bou conducted a cafd and a billiard-i’oom. 
She offered the young officer a room on the first floor, next 
the billiard-room and facing the street, a noisy room. 

Nevertheless the lad was happy in this place. He and 
old Bou became really good friends, and even the elderly 
spinster. Mademoiselle Bou, seems to have taken a genuine 
liking to the earnest, solemn, worried little soldier of sixteen 
who was her lodger. She did her best to make the poor, 
homeless boy comfortable, and the heart of the homeless 
boy went forth to her. Perhaps she was the first woman, 
since he left his mother, with whom he had had any 
dealings. Mademoiselle Bou and her old father were like 
a refreshing draught after the deserts of the Paris Academy 
with its lounging, bored young men and its weary luxury. 

Napoleon remained at the Bous’ during the whole time 
he stayed at Valence. When, the following year, he passed 
tlirough the town, he spent a night under their roof. I’ive 
years later, he was again Mademoiselle Bou’s lodger, this 
time along with his brother Louis ; and, later still, he wrote 
to his old friend asking if she could accommodate his 
sister Eliza, as well as himself, when they came to the 
town. 

He paid the Bous about two shillings a week for his 
room. He was up at dawn and away to the parade ground 
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— ^for the regiment worked hard — and he did not return 
till the evening. When the morning parade was over he 
usually went to a baker’s shop where he got two dry rolls 
and a glass of water for a pemiy. This was his breakfast 
and luncheon combined, and, as a rule, he got nothing more 
till dinner time. "He dined in the evening with his brother 
lieutenants at an imi called the “ Three Pigeons,” where he 
bad an arrangement to pay so much a week. His food 
worked out at about a sliilling a day. This was “ soldiers’ 
bread ” with a vengeance. 

Such frugality, however, certainly did not distress 
Napoleon. On the contrary, he delighted in it and was the 
more delighted in that his brother officers approved of what 
he was doing. They might be Frenchmeir, soldiers of the 
King of France, but they were, nevertheless, the kind of 
men, all of them, whom he admhed from the bottom of his 
heart. At St. Helena he declared of the La F6rc regiment : 

“ It was like a family. The chiefs were like our fathers 
and they were the bravest and most worthy men in the 
world, as pure as gold.” 

Nevertheless the Corsican boy could not forget that 
he was a Corsican. His uneasy conscience troubled liim 
during all this time, and again and again, in his writings, he 
betrayed his worry. If he could only do something for his 
country. His active mind ranged about for a means of 
escape, and one day there came to him the brilliant idea 
that if he could earn a living as an author he would be able 
to throw up his commission and go back home. He blazed 
with the great idea, and then and there resolved that his 
first book should be a history of his native land. 

Those who write history must, however, possess books. 
Fortunately for Napoleon, M. Bou had a friend who kept 
a subscription library. The Lieutenant was introduced to 
this man and promptly became a member. When the 
library proved too smsdl to supply him with all he required, 
he used, in addition, to wite to Geneva for further volumes. 
His book-buying, in fact, was his great expense. Napoleon 
starved his body to feed his authorship. Nothing should 
stand in the way of his escape from bondage. 
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“ Please send me,” he wrote to the Geneva book- 
seller, shortly after he had come to Valence, “ the two 
last volumes of 'The History of the Corsican Revolutions, 
by Abbd Germanes. I should be obliged if you would 
mention what books you have about the Island of Corsica, 
and which you could get for me promptly. I await your 
answer to send the money.” 

Napoleon signed the letter “ Buonaparte ” merely, 
and not “ de Buonaparte.” In other words, he had already 
dropped the “ de,” the title of nobility, which poor Charles 
had spent so much trouble in obtaining. It was bad 
enough to be a French officer ; there was no need to add 
to that regret the shame of trying to pose as a French 
gentleman. 

He had been given an introduction to a parish jn’icst 
at Valence. The good man was very kind to liim and 
introduced him to two Mends of his own, Madame 
Colombier and her daughter Caroline. Caroline attracted 
the boy immediately and violently. The solemn little 
soldier, with his worries and his troublesome conscience, 
plunged headlong into his first calf-love. 

Caroline must have been a kind-hearted girl, for, long 
years afterwards, Napoleon told one of his friends about her 
and said that she had made him feel very happy. They ate 
cherries together. Not only that, but the poor boy actually 
spent a few sliillings on dancing classes in order to be able 
to dance with her. 

How he must have hesitated over that expenditure, 
which meant the loss, perhaps, of another volume of 
Corsican history, and so, maybe, delay in the acliievement 
of his great, secret purpose I How sometimes he must have 
blushed for himself I Where now was the soldiers’ bread ? 
Perliaps he took council on the subject with good 
Mademoiselle Bou, who would tell him, no doubt, that it 
was bub natural that a young girl should wish to dance 
and but right that her cavalier should be able to gratify 
that wish. 

No wonder Mademoiselle Bou’s middle-aged heart was 
opened to love the little soldier. 



DANCING LESSONS 


45 


Alas ! the dancing lessons did not sullicc to win the fair 
Caroline — if, indeed, Napoleon ever tried to win her. She 
married another man. But when, eighteen years later, 
her httic soldier became the Emperor Napoleon she wrote 
liim a letter. Here is his reply : 

“ The Camp of Boulogne. 

“ Madame, 

“ Your letter was very pleasant to me. I have 
always recalled with pleasure your mother and yourself. 
I shall take the first opportunity of being of service to your 
brother. I see from your letter that you are living near 
Lyons ; I must therefore blame you for not having come 
there while I was there, for it would have been a great 
pleasure to me to see you. Please believe in the sincere 
wish that I have to be of use to you.” 

He signed the letter with his own hand : “ Napoleon.” 
Nor did he forget what he had written. A little later 
Caroline was amazed to find that she had been appointed 
one of the ladics-in-waiting to the Emperor’s mother, and 
that her husband had received a good position in the 
Oflicc of Woods and Forests. Funnily enough, a few years 
after that, Napoleon got a letter from his old dancing- 
master, who had fallen into great poverty. The letter ran : 

“ Sire, — ^He who helped you to make your first steps 
in the world throws himself on your generosity.” 

A month later this good man received a note appointing 
him to a well-paid job. 

Having taken his dancing lessons the little subaltern 
felt that he could accept invitations. He got a number of 
these, because young oiUcers are always in demand in a 
garrison town. But it must be confessed that he cut but 
a poor figure. His clothes, though always well brushed, 
were the worse for wear and he had very few clothes — 
probably only the uniform he stood up in. He was apt, 
moreover, to begin talking about Corsica and Paoli or 
about Housseau and the Simple Life ; girls do not, as a 
rule, enjoy discussions of that sort. 



CHAPTER XIII 


HOME 

('auoline’iS mother was, in her own way, as fond of 
Napoleon as was Caroline. She invited the lad to bring his 
llisiorjf of Corsica to her house and to read it to her. 
Napoleon, naturally, tlu’illcd at this invitation. He seems, 
too, to have made some impression with his reading, 
because Madame Colomhier urged him to show the book to 
her friend the priest. The upshot was that the lirst two 
chapters were despatched to the Abbe Raynal, the great 
scholar, in Marseilles, for liia opinion. Raynal strongly 
urged Napoleon to continue his WM'h ! Here was inspiration 
indeed. 

1 Unhappily the regiment was now ordered away from 
Valence to Lyons because riots had threatened to break 
out in that city. When the danger passed the regiment 
was sent on to Douai in the North of France. Napoleon 
had served for a year and was due a holiday. He applied 
for leave of absence which was immediately granted him. 
Indeed, his Colonel allowed liim to take an extra month 
because he had so far to go to reach his home. 

From Douai, therefore, on September 1, 1786, the little 
soldier set out to retrace the steps which, as a miserable, 
desolate child he had taken seven years before. He was so 
excited that he could scarcely contain himself. Neverthe- 
less he made a stop at Aix to see his brother Lucien who 
had suddenly, at eleven years of age, determined not to be 
a soldier after all, and had consequently quitted the school 
at Brienne. 

Lucien probably could not endure the taunts and the 
bullying which Napoleon had endured. There was nobody, 
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it seemed, now that Charles was dead, able to control this 
boy. Lucien had managed to persuade his mother to allow 
him to begin studying for the Church. At Aix, Napoleon 
also saw young Fesch, his step-uncle, now a man of twenty- 
three. When he reached Valence, he put up, as has been 
said, with Mademoiselle Bou. He reminded M. Bou that, 
a few months before, he — ^M. Bou — had declared that they 
would never see each other again and that their lodger 
would forget them. 

“ You and Mademoiselle,” he declared, “ are lodged 
here.” He put his hand on his heart and added : 
“ Memories once placed there do not change garrison.” 

The journey from Valence to Marseilles down the Rh6ne 
was all joy ; and so was the visit to the Abh6 Raynal. 
This famous man, an immense admirer of England, received 
the boy graciously and complimented him on his work. 
Higher praise could not have been won anywhere. Full, 
therefore, of hope, full of most wonderful confidence in his 
powers as a writer, Napoleon went, at last, on board ship. 
For the moment, at any rate, he had left all his troubles 
behind him. To-morrow he would see, once again, the 
home which, through all those dark, weary years of exile, 
had been the beacon lamp of his soul. 


B 



CHAPTER XIV 


AN AUTHOR 

I LIKE to picture that home-coming, for it is pleasant to 
think of the happiness it must Irnve afforded to all those wlio 
took part in it. Napoleon’s happiness, though, was tlie 
greatest of all — so much so that Joseph, who had given up 
his soldiering and returned to live at home, said that he 
never in his life saw anything like it. 

The boy walked about like a being in a dream, touching 
familiar objects, gazing at familiar sights, breathing deep 
the familiar air. Everything was beautiful, wonderful — 
so that it seemed that Heaven had actually come to this 
earth. 

This feeling was not diminished even by the air of 
melancholy which dwelt now in the old house. Napoleon 
must have missed his father, poor gay Charles. He felt 
sorry, too, to see Grand-uncle Lucien lying bedridden with 
gout. His mother’s sorely reduced income worried him 
excessively. But all the same he bubbled over with mirth. 
He put away the French officer and became instead the 
Corsican boy — ^the naughty boy of old times. 

And he found a playmate who suited his mood exactly 
in his sister Pauline, then six years of age. To amuse 
Pauline one day he took a stick and went tapping with it 
across the floor after the fashion of Grandmamma Feseh 
who was now grown rheumatic. Alas 1 there was the 
stern old woman looking at him. 

Grandmamma Fesch was furious. What were French 
officers to her ? She complained to her daughter, adding 
that the children, in her opinion, had been badly brought 
up. . 
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Letitia snatched up Pauline and gave her a spanking 
then and there. She turned to her son ; but he ran in 
mock terror to the door. Even then, he did not know his 
mother. Later in the day, when he was changing his 
clothes, the door of his room opened and in walked that 
formidable woman Avith a big stick in her hand. 

“ I am going to thrash you.” 

And she did — and Napoleon took his thrashing, at the 
age nearly of eighteen, without a murmur, indeed with 
pride and wonder. What a mother 1 He told the story 
himself at Elba, expressing the view that he had been most 
justly punished, for “ Grandmamma Fesch was very kind 
and always brought us sweets.” 

Letitia was undergoing a very severe ordeal. She had 
no servant and her four younger children, Louis and Pauline, 
Caroline and Jerome, were aged eight, six, four, and two 
respectively. She had to work hard from morning tiU 
night and was compelled to economize to the very utmost 
possible extent. Napoleon, seeing this heroism, devoted 
liimsclf with redoubled energy to his own work. He spent 
hours locked up in a “ study ” and made voluminous notes 
which were to M the various books he had in mind. 

.Joseph told, long afterwards, how his brother had 
brought a trunk with him from France full of the volumes 
which he had purchased out of his meagre savings — ^French 
translations of Plutarch, Plato, Cicero, Livy, Tacitus as 
well as that Ossian with which history has so often credited 
him. Moreover : 

“ Hewas at that time apassionate admirer of Rousseau.” 

Curiously enough the little exile had forgotten his 
mother tongue and had to relearn it not only to read Italian 
books about Corsica, but also, actually, to talk to his 
relations and friends. 

He took not the slightest intraest, at this time, in 
military matters. Thank God, his days as a French soldier 
would soon be ended if his hopes of authorship were 
fulfilled ! His reading and writing were all on Mstory and 
statecraft — ^the two subjects in which, at that moment, 
the whole French-speakhig world was interested. 
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He found time, nevertheless, in spite of his eager haste, 
to send a letter to a Swiss doctor, who had written a book 
in which he compared Paoli with Caesar, Mahomet, and 
Cromwell, congratulating him. The letter proceeded : 

“ With no other introduction but the esteem I have 
conceived for your writing, I venture to trouble you to 
ask your advice for an uncle of mine who suffers from the 
gout.” 

This kind thought for Uncle Lucien was not rewarded. 
The Swiss doctor never replied to the letter. 

In August 1787, before his full year of leave was up, 
Napoleon was recalled, suddenly, to his regiment because 
an outbreak of war witJi Prussia was feared. Once more 
his mother, his grandmothers, and bis brothers and sisters 
— to say notlhng of Aunt Gertrude and Caterina and 
Camilla, all of whom he had visited again and again — 
bade him good-bye. 



CHAPTER XV 

THE “GLITTERING BEINGS” 

Marseilles is about the same distance from Paris as is 
Aberdeen from London. The young author, as he after- 
wards indicated, kept his eyes open as he travelled. He was 
struck now, as perhaps he had not been struck before, with 
the miserable condition of many of the villages and hamlets 
through which he passed. No wonder tliat people all 
over France were speaking with such tenuble bitterness of 
the contrast presented by the luxury in which the lords 
and the higher clergy lived and the dreadful, grinding 
poverty of the twenty odd millions of Frenchmen and 
Frenchwomen who were not lords or bishops. 

His friends the Bous, no doubt, had already told 
Napoleon sometliing about the ways of lords and bishops 
in the countryside — ^to supplement what he knew himself 
from personal experience of lordlings. The taxes were 
terrible in their severity ; but no lord paid any taxes and 
no clergyman paid any taxes. The weight fell almost 
wholly on the country folk and on the folk in the towns. 

That, probably, was why there were so many houses 
even in the towns without glass in then’ windows, and that, 
certainly, was why the country folk lived in hovels and 
starved, often, in the midst of plenty. Even a year ago 
the state of France had not interested the young ofi&cer. 
But now the young author realized, without doubt, the 
bearing of all that he saw on the books which he meant to 
write — even on the History of Corsica. Long afterwards, 
at a very critical moment of his career, he recalled these 
very scenes. 

Every one, too, everywhere, in the shops, in the streets, 

SI 
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in the stage coaches, was talking politics . . . politics. 

. . . Every one said that the last straw had been laid on the 
camel’s back and that the common people of France could 
stand no more. Those who were bold spoke angrily of 
luxury and waste at the King’s palace at Versailles and of 
the way in which the Queen amused herself without regard 
to expense. The Queen, said one, had actually driven, in 
winter, at a time when the poor had no fuel for their fires, 
ill a silver sleigh lined with mother-of-pearl. Those wlio 
were in a position to know things, said another, declared 
that the whole truth about the great Diamond Necklace 
had not been told. Did anybody believe that the Queen 
had really refused to allow the King to buy it for hei’ ? 
And, anyhow, the necklace Iiad gone to Versailles. It was 
tciTiblc that the King and Queen of France should be mixed 
up in such an affair ! 

And so on . . . and so on. . . . And when the sins 
of the Queen had become exhausted as a subject of talk, 
there were the taxes to speak about and the rights of the 
lords over ordinary folk. Such a right, for example — 
so said the gossips — as that known as the “ silence of the 
frogs ’’ which entitled a lord, whose lady was in process of 
becoming a mother, to compel the villagers to beat the 
marshes in order to keep the frogs from croaking and so, 
perliaps, from disturbing tlie invalid. Of course, nowadays, 
they added, the “ silence of the frogs ” was merely an 
excuse for getting more money. You did not beat the 
marshes any more ; but you paid to avoid the necessity 
of beating them. 

And the game laws ! A countryman, it seemed, might 
not even use a hoe to dig up weeds from among his crops 
in ease he disturbed the young partridges I He might 
not steep his seed, before planting it, in case the game should 
get indigestion 1 

In the towns there was the same fury as in the country 
— and the same signs of povraity were apparent. The work- 
men of Lyons were largely unemployed and were, in many 
cases, being fed by the town. 

Napoleon, as he afterwards stated, made some inquiries 
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about these worlancii, whom he saw hanging about the 
street corners. He was told that they were idle because of 
the treaty of peace which the King had made with England. 
The English were allowed now — ^so the gossips declared — 
to send their cheap goods into France and so there was no 
longer a market for the French goods. The factories and 
workshops consequently were at a standstill. 

That explanation, which was being offered all over 
France as the reason of the prevailing unemployment, made 
a deep impression on the young officer. Nor is it likely 
that his keen eyes failed to see what so many others, 
including that astonishing Englishman, Arthur Young, 
saw and recorded in the same year. 

“ The fields,” Young wrote \inder date June 1, 1787, 
“ are scenes of pitiable management as the houses are of 
misery. Yet all this country is Iiighly improvable, if they 
knew what to do with it ; the property, perhaps, of some 
of those glittering beings at Versailles. Heaven grant me 
patience while I see a country thus neglected — and forgive 
me the oaths I swear at the absence and ignorance of the 
possessors.” 

The good Suffolk squire knew what he was talking 
about, and nothing horrified him more than the utter lack 
of interest in their land shown by the “ Glittering Beings ” 
— ^the lords — whom he had seen on a visit to Versailles. 

Napoleon also went to Versailles in the year 1787 — for 
the rumour of war wth Prussia was a false alarm and he 
was told, when he got back to his regiment, that he might 
continue his leave for a time. So he bethought himself of 
his mother’s plea that he might try to get payment for 
her for the mulberry plantation which, at the request of 
the French, his father had planted in the last years of his 
life. 

He took a lodging in Paris. Not before had he been 
free in the great city — for the pupils at the Military Academy 
were kept under strict control. He was still, for all his 
military training, the gaping sightseer, and, moreover — 
one is apt to forget it — he was but eighteen years of age. 

The town was fermenting like a great wine vat ; 
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excitement was in the air; the thrill of an uncharted 
future brightened every eye. Something certainly was 
going to happen, and that something — so Paris thought 
then — ^would be beautiful and simple like Nature . . • 
like Fi’ance herself. 

Perhaps alone of all the people with whom he rubbed 
shoulders in the Paris streets, at the Cafe Royal of an 
evening, in the Rue St. Honore, on the quays, on the bridges 
— ^the Corsican lad was able to read the meaning of this 
strange exultation. For had he not, already, in the streets 
of Ajaccio, beheld this very uplifting of hope as men looked 
out across the sea from whence should come the ships of 
England and Paoli ? And had he not seen in Ajaccio the 
flash of hate, like naked steel, in the eyes of those same 
men, when they turned them from the sea to the Citadel ? 
When Paris turned her gaze on Versailles, on the palace of 
King Louis, her gentleness was frozen. The patriotism 
of Paris knew not the glory of Versailles, nor the people of 
Paris the “ Glittering Beings ” who moved in that remote 
world. 

Napoleon went out to Versailles with his mind filled 
with the excitement of Paris ; but apparently the scenes 
which he had Avitnessal on the long way across France from 
Marseilles also haunted his thoughts. 

And there, now, was the palace itself, that palace of the 
“ Great ICing,” Louis XIV, which had served, as he knew, 
as the model for the palaces of all the Kings of Europe. 
There, in the centre of the mighty Place, was the statue 
of Louis XIV himself moimted on his charger — ^that 
Louis who had likened himself to the Sun, and whom all 
nations had joined to glorify. 

Under this horse's hoofs Europe had been trampled. 

The boy’s eyes saw, perhaps, gathered round their 
master, his soldiers and his statesmen — for the statues 
which stand now in the Place were not there then — Colbert, 
the father of the French Navy, Turenne, the great Cond6. 

I confess that I have lingered to picture Napoleon 
standing beside that statue of the greatest King France ever 
possessed. At Brienne, of course, they had taught him 
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about this glory of Louis XIV, of which, as a French officer, 
he should one day become an inheritor. But here, to see 
and to handle, was the reality. Glory herself revealed. 

The boy turned away. He mingled with the tlirong 
which crowded every apartment — ^the tlnong in which 
his poor father had loved to mingle — elbowing his way, 
perhaps, by the Gallery of Apollo to the cabinet of Lord 
Brienne, King Louis’ Prime Minister, with whom he had 
managed to secure an appointment. 

He was admitted. The statesman stood before him. 
Napoleon plunged at once into the question of the mulberry 
plantation, and the question of Lucien’s school fees. 

He W'as invited to put his petition into ^vriting. 

The door of the cabinet closed behind him. A thousand 
other suitors clamoured for audience. He walked through 
the great apartments, gazing, no doubt, at the “ Glittering 
Beings ” who thronged and crowded everywhere— the 
lords of King Louis, the ancient nobility of France whom 
but five years separated nowfromthe steps of the guillotine. 
It is just possible that he may have seen the King and Queen 
— ^but there is no record of that. Arthur Young, on his 
visit to Versailles, four months before, noted that “ the 
whole place except the chapel seems to be open to all the 
world ; we pushed through an amazing crowd of all sorts 
of people.” The “ Glittering Beings ” and the commoner 
sort of mortals had always rubbed shoulders in this palace 
in which, when the Queen of Prairce was brought to bed 
with her eldest child, fishwives crowded the lying-in room, 
so that the King himself had to fight his way to his wife’s 
side. 

I have wondered, often, what Napoleon thought of it 
all, for there is no record of his thoughts. Perhaps he was 
too much absorbed in the immediate business of the 
mulberry trees to give his whole attention to the scene. 
He failed, alas 1 to get the money which was owing to Iris 
mother and he failed also to get Lucien’s school fees — and 
this from the man. Lord Brienne, whom all Paris accused 
at that time of “ feathering his own nest ” at the expense 
of the nation. In spite of the thrill of the statue of the 
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Great King, the Corsican lad mnst have left the palace 
with a deep sense of injustice in his heart. His mother 
had based such high hopes on this money I 

When he got back to Paris he wrote a curious essay 
on the subject of love of glory contrasted with love of 
country. In that essay, which still exists, he poured 
scathing contempt on the ambition of the great generals 
of Louis XIV and contrasted this impulse with the 
pure lustre of a patriot’s emotion. 

Paris believed that the Queen was the evil genius of the 
King and that it was she who was the chief author of all 
the miseries which national banki’uptcy was producing. 
Poor Marie Antoinette and her gay Court were reviled on 
every side- Napoleon, wliase eyes had just feasted on the 
loveliness as well as the glitter of Versailles, on the wondrous 
girls of that world of fair women, seems to have shared the 
l*arisian disapproval of it. His essay at any rate suggests 
that he was shocked : 

“ But thou, who to-day dost chain to thy chariot the 
hearts of men. Sex, whose whole merit consists in its 
brilliant exterior, . . . blush at what thou art not. It 
is in thine annals that I shall find the greatest proof of the 
insufficient power of glory.” 

This is Letitia’s son speaking — ^thc son of the Spartan 
mother who had fought side by side with her husband for 
the freedom of their native land; and this is also the 
voice of the cater of soldiers’ bread. That day spent 
at Versailles, at the Court of the “ Queen of Love and 
Beauty,” the most chivalrous Court of Christendom, 
assuredly left its indelible mark. 

More than ever, now, was Napoleon detci’miiied that 
in no circumstances would he model his conduct on that 
of the world’s reputed gentlemen. And as for its “ ladies ” ; 

“ ‘ Those Spartan women,’ says Plutarch,” he wrote, 
“ (whose sons and husbands had died for their country) 
‘ triumphed in temples and public places, while the mothers 
and wives of those who had escaped alive did not dare to 
show themselves 1 Yes ! customs worthy of a Nation.’ ” 
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Napoleon has left a record of another woman whom he 
met in Paris on November 22. Here it is, in his own 
words : 

“ I had just left the Italian Opera and was facing the 
walks of the Palais Royal. I had reached the iron gates 
when my eyes fell on a woman. The time of day, her 
appearance, her youth, all showed clearly enough what she 
was. I stared at her; she stopped. Her hesitation 
encouraged me and I spoke to her. ... I spoke to her, 
I, who so loathe her vile trade, I, who have always felt 
myself contaminated by a single glance 1 

“ ‘ You will be cold,’ I said. ‘ How can you go out 
there ? ’ 

“ ‘ Oh, Monsieur, hope keeps me warm. I must finish 
my evening.’ 

“ The indifference with which she spoke, the calmness 
of her reply, aroused my interest, and I turned back with 
her. 

“ ‘ You don’t look very strong ; I am surprised that you 
can stand doing what you do.’ 

“ ‘ Well, Monsieur, one must do something for one’s 
living.’ 

“ ‘ That may be, but surely you could find some 
employment suited to your health.’ 

“ ‘ No, Monsieur ; I must earn money.’ ” 
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With these exciting ideas glowing in iiis brain, the lad 
returned once more to his dear Ajaccio. Alas 1 it was 
not even the Ajaccio which he had left four months earlier. 
Real poverty dwelt now in his home. 

Napoleon experienced a sense of dismay. His mother 
was overworked, tired, and with scarcely any money, and 
she had injured her hand. She was struggling to pay the 
school fees of Lueien at Aix and she had actually, in 
addition, been sending sums to Joseph who had, for a 
time, taken up the study of law in Pisa — ^just as his 
father had done before him. Only the faithful Caterina 
remained to give Letitia help. 

Napoleon brought no good news. He had failed to get 
any money for the plantation. He insisted that Joseph 
must be told the truth at once. His mother wrote to 
her eldest son at Pisa : 

“ Wc are without a servant, so do what is possible to 
bring one back with you. I would like a woman , who is 
not too young . . . she should do our washing, but, if she 
will not, it does not matter. But she must do om’ little 
cooking and be able to sew and iron and be faithful. 
That is what I want, because, since my finger trouble, I 
am not in a condition to do one single thing further. Try 
and do your best.” 

Napoleon at any rate did his best and set about trying 
to pull tilings together. For, though he was called by liis 
brothers and sisters at tliis time, “ the citizen of the ideal 
world,” he could bo intensely practical. He devoted 
himself to the care of the mulberry plantation, to the 
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re-establishment of a salt work in which the family was 
interested, to the restoring of their small country house, 
and to other matters, and, as was said at the time, soon 
gave the impression that he “ was everything and was 
everywhere.” 

But in all this work he had not forgotten his reason for 
returning home — ^the forthcoming meeting of the Corsican 
Parliament (“ the Estates ”) ; and so he heard with bitter 
mortification that the French Commander-in-Chief in 
the island, de Barrin, was trying to postpone this meeting. 
Here, indeed, was tyranny — ^the very spirit, as he thought, 
of Versailles, of those “ Glittering Beings ” who cared for 
nothing but their own interests. Napoleon travelled at 
once to Bastia, the French capital of Corsica, where he 
knew that there was, in garrison, a company of gunners of 
his own regiment. He went to call on the officers and was, 
according to regimental custom, invited to dinner. He 
used the opportunity thus afforded him, in Ms capacity 
as a French officer, to enter a vigorous protest against 
the postponement of the Corsican Parliament, and even 
declared : 

“ It is very surprising that M. de Barrin shoiild wish 
to prevent the Corsicans from discussing their own 
interests.” 

This statement caused the officers of King Louis to 
open their eyes wide. For the speaker must surely realize 
that his criticisms would be likely to reach the ears of the 
Commander-in-Chief himself. Napoleon did realize that 
of course ; probably that was his sole object in making 
these criticisms. At any rate he added, “ in a threatening 
tone ” ; 

“ M. de Barrin does not know the Corsicans ; he will 
learn of what they are capable.” 

“ Mon Dieu,” cried one of the Frenchmen in horror, 
“ would you, a French officer, draw your sword against the 
representative of the King ? ” 

The question confounded Napoleon. He soon left 
the mess, and he went in a cold silence. Talk such as his 
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was new and eminently distasteful to the gentlemen of 
France whose minds were not, like his mind, full of the 
surging ideas of a future still in the womb. What, anyhow, 
could it matter whether these absurd islanders held their 
Parliament or not ? 

But it mattered to Napoleon that he stood, still, in 
a false position. 
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THE LIGHT IN THE WINDOW 

And so, when he got back to his regiment in the middle of 
1788, he was resolved to set to work with desperation to 
achieve authorship. 

His regiment was now stationed at Anxonne, a little 
walled town and a dull place surrounded by the marshes 
of the River Sadne, which flows southward to the Rh6ne, 
This was unfortunate, because Napoleon had suffered 
severely while in Corsica from fever — ^probably Malta 
fever — and was very unwell. tjRs face had become 
terribly pinched and sallow and he was su bject to fits. of 
severe exhaustion^ But the eater'^F soldiers’ Th'ead was 
rlot~aauhted. He planned out his life so as to get the 
maximum time for study without neglecting his military 
duties. 

He took a room in the house of the Professor of Mathe- 
matics whose class he was attending as part of his training. 
jSis midday meal was now given up in order to save expense 
and he contented himself with a single meal in the twenty- 
four hours. He took this in a cafe opposite his lodging 
at three o’clock every afternoon. The moment it was over 
he rushed back to his studies and worked right on till 
ten o’clock at night, when he went to bed. He slept only 
till four a.m. — ^that is to say, for six hours — ^when he rose 
and again began his writing until it was time to go on 
paraded 

I like to think of that writing. I like to think of the 
shabby Auxonne street, in the dead of night, with its 
solitary lighted window ; of the candle guttering on the 
table ; of the thin, beautiful boyish face with its big grey 
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eyes and its clear, swift features ; of the quill driven 
remorselessly from sheet to sheet by that delicate, carefully 
manicured hand. And I like to think that, when the dawn 
came marching bravely across the world, the young 
Napoleon put his writing away and threw open his window 
that he might behold the bestowal, eternally renewed, 
of hope and light upon the world. 

Nor was he idle as a soldier. He was chosen, because 
he was the best mathematician in the regiment, to super- 
intend some important gunnery experiments. He himself 
described that duty in a letter to his uncle, young Fesch, 
as : “ this unheard-of mark of favour,” and said that it 
had made some officers, senior to him in rank, show some 
jealousy. ^He added : “ What troubles me most is my 
health, which does not seem to me very good,’"^ 

^is health, as has been said, was not good. He was 
afflicted with Malta fever and had not been properly treated 
for it. So that he kept on suffering from slight relapses 
and from those periods of low temperatiue which cause 
such intense depression. He lived chiefly on milk, which 
formed the main part of his daily meal. 

Nevertheless he managed to struggle on, writing and 
reading all night and carrying on his gunnery experiments 
all day, in defiance of the feverish attacks and the faint 
attacks which vexed him by turns. 

“ I felt,” he said long afterwards, “ that I had not a 
moment to lose.” ) 

That was not, of course, a prophecy but merely a plain 
statement of the fact. It was the History of Corsica or 
utter failure — a life of happiness or a life spent in kissing 
the hands which oppressed. His brother officers were 
under no such burden. One of them spoke later of “ that 
miserable residence at Auxoime where we did not know 
what to be at or how to pass our time.” 

The hands that oppressed, though, were growing 
strangely weak. The passionate student, in his midnight 
attic, realized, day by day, that the anger of the millions 
of Frenchmen, who toiled and spun for them, and suffered 
at their hands, was rising against the King and Queen of 
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France and the “ Glittering Beings.” France had turned 
glaring eyes on Versailles, snarling under her breath as 
she glared. And because of those glaring eyes, because the 
King’s money was spent, and because the price of bread 
was so feai'fuUy high, the King had been compelled to 
agree to call his Parliament together. 

That was a tremendous victory for the glaring eyes, 
for there had been no Parliament called in the same 
fashion for more than a century. France held her breath. 

And meanwhile the price of bread went soaring up and 
some got rich while millions starved. What was the 
reason of this terrible scarcity ? There were rumours and 
counter-rumours, stories, too, of violence and horror, 
threats of more violence and more horror to come. One 
day Napoleon received an order to proceed at once to a 
neighbouring village where two merchants, who had been 
suspected of being hoarders of wheat, had been murdered 
by a mob of the inhabitants. On April 2, 1789, the yovmg 
Lieutenant reached the village. But the trouble had died 
down and the villagers were quiet. King Mob had ceased, 
for the moment, to reign. 

But only for the moment. The meaning of the scowls 
of hatred which the peasants cast at the King’s imiform 
was not to be mistaken. These wretched folk had yielded 
only to superior force. Moreover a savage jubilation was 
ill tlieir looks. Had the King not been forced to call 
together to his palace the Parliament of France ? And 
would not the Parliament of France compel the King to 
obtain cheaper bread for his people and relief from the 
salt tax and perhaps from all the other taxes ? It was 
only a question of time now . . . only a question of a liUlc 
time. . . . 

Napoleon, as he watched these people, had his own 
ears strained to catch the faintest echo of the struggle at 
that very moment going on in Marseilles, only two hundred 
miles away, between the Count Mirabeau and the Lords 
of the South. Napoleon already knew something of his 
Mirabeau, for one, at least, of the ” naughty boy of the 
French nobility’s ” books stood on his shelves. He knew 
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that Mirabeau had formerly had to fly out of France 
because of his bold tongue and his still bolder pen ; but 
the fellow was not to be kept away, not even though the 
King and the lords and bishops desired to tear him limb 
from limb. He had come back to stand as a candidate 
for the King’s new Parliament. 

The people of the South had gone mad for Mirabeau. 
The news had come through to Auxonne that, when 
Mirabeau entered Marseilles for the first time, every house 
was draped in flags, and there were flags flying on every 
ship in the harbour. Three hundred vehicles followed 
Mirabeau’s carriage into Marseilles, and his carriage was 
heaped high with flowers and palm leaves — and this at 
a moment when, because of the ruinous price of bread, 
Marseilles was starving. This man — ^this Mirabeau — ^was 
already the people’s champion against the King ; he was, 
men said, the strong ai’m which should save France 
from Versailles, from the “ Glittering Beings ” and the 
greedy Churchmen who were feeding like wolves on her 
despair. 

“ Men, women, and children,” wrote Mirabeau from 
Marseilles, ” watered my hands, feet, and clothes with 
tears and called me their God and their salvation.” 

A week after Napoleon and his gunners arrived at 
the riotous village, the news was received that Mirabeau 
had been elected to the King’s Parliament. The Man of 
the People, then, was going to Versailles to meet King Louis 
face to face. 

That thought dwelt now in every mind. Even the 
young Lieutenant had difficulty in restraining himself, 
and when, early in May, he returned to Auxonne and to 
his History of Corsica, liis enthusiasm for that history 
was a little divided. Would Mirabeau succeed, or would 
Mirabeau fail, in his tremendous task of setting the 
French people free of their tyrants ? Here, at any rate, 
thought Napoleon, was a man who had refused to kiss 
the hands which oppressed — a man worthy to be mentioned 
in the same breath as Paoli. 

Napoleon’s light still burned in the dingy Avindow of 
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the Professor’s house. He bent, still, over his book, which 
was to bring him to independence and secure his mother 
in comfort. But sometimes his eyes strayed from the 
task and grew deep and thoughtful. 

He wrote about this time : 

“ This year has begun hopefully for right-thinkers, and 
after all these centuries of feudal barbarism and political 
slavery it is surprising to see how the word Libctiy sets 
minds on fire that appeared to be demoralized under the 
influence of luxury, indulgence, and art. While France is 
being regenerated, what will become of us unfortunate 
Corsicans ? 



CHAPTER XVIII 


KINtS MOB 

We have the word of Arthm* Young — and it is worth 
having — ^that in the tremendous days of May, June, and 
July 1789, when the throne of Franee was, literally, 
tumbling down, the cotmtry distriets of Franee lived 
almost without news of what was happening. News, 
indeed, came only in odd letters or by chance travellers. 

Auxonne, that little walled-town on the Sa6ne River, 
three hundred miles from Paris, must have had its news 
very late indeed ; but no doubt the King’s officers got 
information sooner than other folk. By the middle 
of May, perhaps, Napoleon may have heard of the 
events passing at Versailles at the beginning of that 
month. 

They were events calculated to thrill the heart of the 
young Corsican. On Monday, May 4, in lovely sunshine, 
the thi'ee Estates of France, as they were called, the 
Clergy, the Lords, and the Commons, had met together 
in Parliament at Versailles. Such descriptions of that 
“ baptism day of democracy ” as he received must have 
sent the lad’s mind scouting into the uncharted future ; 
the great procession from the Church of N6trc Dame in 
Versailles to tlic Church of St. Louis to hear Mass ; the 
600 Commons, all in black except for their cravats, and 
wearing knee breeches and silk stockings ; the Lords in 
their robes with the jewels of their orders blazing insolently 
in the spring .sunsliine j the Clergy in their vestments of 
scarlet and crimson, black and white and grey ; and then 
King Louis himself and his Queen. 
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Napoleon may have noticed, specially, the fact that 
the new Prime Minister, Necker, was with the King — 
because Necker, the Swiss banker, had recently taken 
the place of that Lord Brienne on whom he had called 
to ask payment for his mother’s mulberry plantation. 
People said that Necker was the only man who could 
prevent France from going bankrupt, and the banker’s 
name was already nearly as popular as that of Mirabeau 
himself. 

After these early reports there came others of a different 
kind : reports that the King was trying to get rid of the 
Parliament which he had called together. The Clergy and 
the Lords, too, it was said, had refused to sit in the same 
hall with the Commons. 

This last bit of news, when it became generally known, 
turned the glaring eyes of France bloodshot; but the 
glaring eyes of Franco were mostly in Paris. It is doubtful 
if Auxonne heard much for many a day. The King’s 
officers, however, certainly did hear, within a week or two, 
that the Commons had defied the Clergy and the Lords 
and had named themselves the National Assembly — ^that 
is to say, the Parliament of the Nation. They had taken 
this step, it was reported, on the prompting of the Xbb6 
Sieyfes, a priest whom Mirabeau, that prince of nicknamers, 
had already christened “ Mahomet.” 

Can Napoleon, who knew intimately the history of 
King Charles I of England, have had any doubt what a 
step of bhat kind meant ? Probably, though, he thought 
that ICing Louis would soon teach these obstreperous 
Commons of his- to mind their own business. With what 
sheer amazement, then, he must have learned that ICing 
Louis’ only way of asserting his Kingship had been to lock 
the Commons out of their meeting-hall ! 

The Commons, though, had not been content to walk 
the streets. On the contrary, they had taken the advice 
of one of their own number, a certain Dr. Guillotin (an 
inventor, as the world was soon to discover, as well as a 
doctor), and had marched away to the King’s covered tennis 
court ; and there they had sworn a solemn oath, every man 
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holding up his right hand, never to separate until a new 
law and a new fi’ecdoni liad been givxn to France. 

Surely now, Napoleon must have thought, King Louis 
would take some strong action ! Because this “ Oath 
of the Tennis Court ” was a direct challenge to himself, 
to his crown, and to his tlironc. But no. All that King 
Louis had done, apparently, was to lock up the tennis 
court also and to post sentries round the door. Once 
again the Commons had been turned into the street. 

What a farce 1 But there was worse to come. King 
Louis, after that, had called up some regiments of soldiers 
to protect him and had then summoned a fresh meeting of 
his three Estates. When the 600 Commons appeared in 
answer to that summons, they had actually been kept 
standing outside the hall, in the rain, till their clothes were 
soaked through. When, at last, they did receive permission 
to enter, the Clergy and the Lords, who were already 
comfortably seated, jeered and laughed at them. And 
then, to complete their humiliation, the ICing himself had 
arrived, to the soimd of dmms and trumpets, and had 
ordered them to go to a hall of their own. 

But when the King had departed, and officers began 
to insist that the Commons should obey his orders, 
Mirabcau, the idol of Marseilles, Mirabeau, the man of 
France, jumped to liis feet, and his great height towered 
over aU the others, and his great, ugly, splendid face, so 
full of human sympathy, so full of humour, glowed with 
defiance, and his great voice, like the voice of a lion, rang 
to the very rafters. 

“ Go and tell your master,” he cried to the King’s 
officers, “ that we are here by the will of the People and 
will only be torn from our places by the force of bayonets.” 

On July 18 a riot broke out in Auxonne itself. The 
mob rushed to the office of the local tax-gatherer and soon 
broke into it. They tore the place to bits, flinging 
furniture and fittings into the road. Greedy hands seized 
on everything of value and carried everything of value 
away. 

Napoleon’s regiment ^vas ordered to quell the mob ; 
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but, when the officers gave their commands, the men did 
not obey them. These soldiers, up till now so obedient, 
refused to move a step against the rioters. They actually 
stood looking on and approving of what was being done. 

Napoleon had never seen anytliing like that before. 
He looked at that furious mob, that gang of violent men, 
that howling, shrieking, starving rabble, and shuddered 
in spite of himself. He knew that most of these wretches 
had been driven by oppressions and cruelties, by the swift 
lash of contempt and the slow chastisement of despair, 
along the course they were now pursuing. But he knew, 
also, that that course could lead nowhere except to ruin. 

And so he laboured with his brother officers to persuade 
the soldiers that they should obey orders and help to put 
a stop to the riot. It took two days to get the soldiers 
to listen to reason, and meanwhile the mob had forced 
the keepers of the King’s salt store in the town to sell salt 
to them at threepence a pound — ^that is to say, free of tax. 

The riot of Auxonne was quelled on July 21 and peace 
was restored to the town. The townsfolk felt, probably 
■with some pride, that Auxonne had now played its part 
in the great events then occurring. They certainly felt, 
and believed firmly, that their action had brought to 
nothing the wicked designs of the Queen of France against 
their town. The French Revolution is all amazing ; but 
there is nothing in its history more amazing than the idea, 
wliich possessed each village and each hamlet in France, 
that poor Marie Antoinette was specially plotting the 
destruction of that particular ■dllage and that particular 
hamlet. We have the reliable testimony of our good 
Suffolk squire, Arthur Young, on this point. 

Strangely enough, on July SO, nine days after the riot 
was quelled by Napoleon’s regiment, Arthur Young came 
himself to Auxomie. But, as he says : 

“ To avoid the sentinels ” (he had no passport) “I went 
round the town. The country to Auxonne is cheerful. 
Cross the Sadne at Auxonne ; it is a fine river, through a 
region of flat meadow of beautiful verdure ; commons of 
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great herds of cattle ; vastly flooded and the haycocks 
under water.” 

A libtle earlier in his book Arthur Young tells how a 
Frenchman to whom he spoke on July 14 said to him : 
“ France may have a Cromwell in its bosom as well as 
England.” 

I think that if this excellent English squire could 
have read the future he would not, on July 30, have 
“ gone round the towir ” of Auxonne in which, at that 
moment perhaps, the “ French Cromwell ” was drinking 
his milk in the small eaf^ opposite the Professor’s house. 

No sooner was the riot in Auxonne quelled than amazing 
news began to reach the torvn from Paris. King Louis, 
it seemed, had actually, after having given way com- 
pletely on the question whether the Commons should sit 
in the same hall with the Clergy and the Lords, allowed 
the Queen to persuade him to make a second attempt to 
bring these troublesome Commons to heel. And the way 
he had chosen to bring the Commons to heel was to dismiss 
from his service, and from his palace, the banker Necker, 
that smug Solomon who had become. Heaven knows Avhy, 
the special darling of Paris. The dismissal of Necker was 
taken to mean that the King was not going to cut down 
expenses and was not going to allow any one to dictate 
to him. 

Paris, said the reports, howled with rage. In every 
corner of the city frantic men yelled out the news that 
King Louis, when he called his Parliament to meet him, 
had merely been playing a game of bluff. King Louis 
had no intention of listening to anybody except the Queen, 
and everybody knew what that meant. It meant more 
waste at Versailles and more starvation in Paris ; it 
meant more taxes ; it meant that more prisoners would 
be hurried off to the King’s horrible dungeons, Very soon, 
probably, all the 600 Commons would be flung into prison 
because they had dared to suggest that the Queen was 
too extravagant. The Bastille would soon he full to 
overflowing. , . . 
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The Bastille! That name of dread had chilled, for 
a moment, the wild audiences who heard it, because 
every Parisian Imew the black, dreadful walls and towers 
of the great prison-house which, standing in the very 
centre of Paris, seemed to threaten the whole city. But 
the chill had given place, very soon, to a sense of despera- 
tion. The eyes of Paris began to flash. From ten 
thousand throats, suddenly, the cry broke forth, raging 
like a mountain torrent : 

“ To the Bastille ! ” 

The Bastille, this amazing news continued, was actually 
taken by the Parisian mob, taken and torn down, stone 
from stone, rent asunder and utterly destroyed. 

That had happened on July 14. On the same night 
the news of the destruction of the Bastille was brought 
to Versailles. Somebody entered King Louis’ bedroom 
and woke him. 

icing Louis got up and dressed. He was told then that 
his Parliament had not yet gone to bed. It was still 
sitting, Clergy and Lords and Commons, in its hall, 
discussing the tremendous event. When the King entered 
the Parliament Hall, in the dead of night, he was received 
in silence. He had promised, there and then, to bring 
Necker back, to listen to the advice of his Parliament, 
to cut down expenses . . . everything . , . anything. . . . 

And next day the King drove in his coach to Paris. 
He visited the town hall of the city. He appeared on the 
balcony of the town hall wearing, instead of his own white 
cockade, the new' cockade — ^red, white, and blue — of the 
Revolution. Paris, when it saw the red, white, and blue 
cockade in the King’s hat, knew that it had won the first 
round of its fight with Versailles. When the King got 
back to his palace again, he was no longer King in the old 
sense. It was the 600 Commons, now, who really ruled 
France. 

And to show that they really ruled France, the Commons 
commanded that every officer of the King’s Army should 
swear a new oath : 

“ To remam faithful to the Nation, the Kinp-, and the 
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Law and never to employ those under our orders against 
the citizens unless wc arc required to do so by the civil or 
municipal oiricers.” 

Napoleon and all his brother officers took this new oath 
on Augvist 23, six weeks after the day on which King 
Louis had worn the red, white, and blue cockade. On 
August 28, therefore, Napoleon ceased to be an officer 
only of the King of France. He became, also, an officer 
of the French N&tion— first, of ike Nation, and second, of the 
King. 

His heart thrilled at the change, because he had no 
grievance against the French Nation. It was the King, 
not the Nation, who had conquered Corsica. 

But that joyful feeling did not last very loiig. King 
Mob was still showing his ugly teeth in Auxonne. No 
sooner had their officers taken the new oath than the 
soldiers of Napoleon’s regiment began to give trouble. 
Why, they asked, should they obey orders any longer 
seeing that they were themselves part of the French 
Nation ? They marched in a body to the Colonel’s house 
and demanded the money kept in the regimental cash-box. 
The Colonel, who seems to have been terrified, gave them 
the money. Promptly the whole regiment got drunk and 
forced those of their officers whom they happened to meet 
to drink and dance with them. 

There is no record that Napoleon was one of the officers 
they happened to meet. I feel convinced, personally, 
that he took care to avoid any such meeting. For he 
declared, afterwards, that if he had received an order 
to fire on the drunken, shameless brawlers he would not 
have hesitated to do so. 

Even King Louis, in Napoleon’s opinion, was better 
than King Mob. 

For this reason he approved heartily of the efforts now 
being made in most of the towns and villages to set up a 
“ Town Guard ” — a body of armed citizens — charged 
with the police duty of maintaining order and punishing 
rioters and thieves. 
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Napoleon knew now that the first u.se the majority of 
people made of freedom was to get drunk and hit each 
other over the head, or to brealc wundows and doors and 
steal other people’s goods. The majority of people, 
in other words, were not fit to be free. The very best 
thing that could happen to them was a wise rulership. 

The period of annual leave had come round again and, 
because comparative peace had been restored to the town 
of Auxonne and to the regiment, this was not withheld. 
On September IS, 1789, therefore, at the age of twenty, 
Napoleon set out once more for Corsica. -He travelled 
this time through a sorely troubled land and must, on his 
way, have heard many a strange and terrible story of 
what was afoot all over France. The name of Mirabeau 
was now on every lip and every lip blessed that name. 
Mirabeau was the father of French liberty, and because 
this was so the past — ^that lurid, raging, tearing, wild 
past of one of the strangest of human beings — ^was forgiven 
and forgotten. If only King Louis would be wise enough 
to listen to the voice of the man whom God had raised 
up to advise him ! 

Many simple people spoke in that fashion; for the 
Revolution, as yet, was only in its cradle. It had not 
yet begun to cut its teeth. When he reached Marseilles, 
Napoleon paid a second visit to the Abb6 Raynal. Before 
he left the scholar the yoimg officer handed him the 
completed manuscript of his History of Corsica. Raynal 
said that he would read it and hinted that he might, 
perhaps, send it to Mirabeau, who was his friend, after he 
had read it, 
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That idea must have sei\t Napoleon away liter ally 
dancing on air. To tliink that his book should come to 
the hands of the great Mirabeuu ! 

But if the troubles of France iilled the young man’s 
mind they did not banish from that mind the troubles of 
his own people. He was greatly worried about his mother ; 
lie was worried, too, to know how Corsica was going to 
fare in these troubled days. He reached his home at the 
end of September. The whole family was now at home 
except Eliza, who remained at the school at St. Cyr. 
Joseph was practising as a barrister, thus turning his 
degree as Doctor of Laws to good use ; Lucien, whose 
school fees at Aix had proved too heavy for poor Letitia, 
had returned home and was, at the age of fourteen and 
a half, doing nothing but lounge about. Louis was 
eleven ; Pauline nine ; Caroline seven ; and Jerome five. 
Uncle Lucien was now completely bedridden. The 
burden of everything, as Napoleon soon saw, fell on the 
shoulders of his mother. He felt thankful that he would 
be able, in some measure, to lighten that burden for her. 
The thought that his first book was actually finished and 
in such good hands must have been specially cheering 
to him. 

Not less cheering was the news that Joseph had become 
secretary of a patriotic committee, which had recently 
been formed in Ajaccio. The members of this committee 
shared all the ideas about liberty of which, at Versailles, 
Mirabeau was the great mouthpiece. But whereas Mira- 
beau spoke for France, Joseph and his friends spoke for 
Corsica — ^not actually against the French, but against the 
King of France. 

This distinction between the French and the King of 
France was becoming more important every day. Because 
the French people — ^the Commons — ^had begun to pay 
great respect to Corsica and to speak in glowing language 
about the fight which Corsicans had made for their 
freedom, whereas the King of France stiU kept his soldiers 
and his Governors in the island and still punished severely 
any Corsicans who dared to disobey him. Those miserable 
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wretches — in Napoleon’s view — ^who were ready to kiss 
the hands which oppressed them, supported the King of 
France ; but the strong spirits sympathized with the 
six hundred brave Conuuoners who, at Versailles, had 
triumphed over the King and looked forward to the day 
when they too, in their own way, would be able to win 
a similar victory. 

These strong spirits were keeping in close touch with the 
members of King Louis’ Parliament who represented the 
common people of Corsica and who were now, of course, 
at Versailles— Saliceti and Cesari, both of them Mirabeau’s 
men, for the Revolution against the King. After the 
destruction of the Bastille, when King Louis had been 
forced to put the red, white, and blue cockade in his hat, 
Cesari had sent a letter to Corsica, to the Corsican Paidia- 
ment, in which he said that a new committee of Corsicans 
should at once be formed and a regiment of Corsican 
militia called into being. This proposal created a great 
stir ; but the twelve noblemen of the island, those noble- 
men among whom poor Charles had been so proud to sit, 
and whose rank had come to them from King Louis, 
poured cold water on it. Let us be content, they said, 
and not try any wild experiments. 

That was the very language to rouse Napdleon and 
liis friends to fury. Who, they asked, are these twelve 
" noblemen ” who are so anxious to please the King of 
France ? They are the men who, for twenty years, have 
been kissing the hands which oppressed them ; the men 
who have sold their honour to the French King and taken 
favours for betraying their country. Napoleon and his 
friends resolved, there and then, to send a message of 
their own to Mirabcau and the 600 Commons of France. 
It was agreed that Napoleon should ■write the message. 

Here, indeed, was an honour . . . the means, at last, 
of washing out the stain of Charles’s blue blood and 
Charles’s disgraceful courting of King Louis. The son 
of the man who had glowed ■with pride to be called by 
France a Corsican nobleman glowed with a nobler pride 
to tell the French people that Corsican noblemen knew 
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and cared nothing about the feelings of their countrymen. 
He glowed again when representatives of the Commons 
of Corsica — members of a National Guard which had been 
formed — were sent off to Paris to tell the Commons of 
France that Corsica was following the example which 
France had set her, and to ask the French Parliament to 
allow the Corsican people to ally itself to the people of 
France, freely, of its own wll. 

Great was the joy of Napoleon and his friends when 
they saw these messengers of theirs sail away from Corsica. 
For nobody doubted that the French Revolution would 
welcome the friendship of Corsica and everybody glowed 
to think that the leaders of the French Revolution were 
the sincere admirers of their beloved island. It was free- 
dom calling to freedom ; one Revolution embracing 
another. 

The messengers reached Paris on November 24, 1789. 
But it was not the Paris of the old days to which they came. 
It was a new Paris, strange, quick, full of deep excitement 
and wild imaginings. Tremendous events had taken 
place during the last month. 

These events, like so many of the greatest events of 
the Revolution, had had their beginning in the folly of 
Queen Marie Antoinette. On October 1, the King’s 
Life Guards at Versailles had given a great banquet to 
the of&cers of the Flanders Regiment which the King had 
ordered to come to his palace. When the banquet began 
all the officers wore the new cockade of the Revolution, 
the red, white, and blue, which the King himself had worn 
for the first time when he went to Paris on the day after 
the destruction of the Bastille. The red, white, and blue 
cockade was the emblem of the French people, of their 
freedom and their hope, just as the white cockade had 
been the emblem of the King, of Versailles, and of the 
people’s slavery. 

As the banquet proceeded the officers of the Life Guards 
began to grow bolder and bolder and the good wine they 
drank made them bolder still. Some of them tore off the 
red, white, and blue cockades from their uniform^. Then 
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the doors of the banque ting-hall were thrown open and 
the Queen entered the hall, followed by her women. 
These lovely girls carried bunches of white cockades. 

In an instant all the young lords sprang to their feet. 
They tore off the cockades of the Revolution and hurled 
them to the floor. They stamped on them, while pretty 
fingers pinned on their breasts the white ribands of 
Versailles. That song of loyalty : 

"Oh, Richard, Oh, my King,” 

broke vehemently from every lip. 

Marie Antoinette flushed with joy and pride and, for 
the last time in all her gay, brave life, a smile of happiness 
transformed her beautiful face. In that moment of wonder 
the Revolution and the Parliament and Mirabeau and the 
glaring, bloodshot eyes of famished France seemed to 
vanish away. It was again the old world of splendour and 
of chivalry. 

And then the sun of Royalty sank for ever. Next 
morning the rage of Paris, echoing like thunder, drove 
the blood from the gayest cheeks. Lords who had lingered, 
hoping against hope, in their ancient strongholds, began 
to hurry to the frontiers. Three days later that dreadful 
procession of the fishwives and abandoned women of 
Paris, came surging out, in the night time and the rain, to 
Versailles shouting and shrieking for 

" Bread ! Bread ! Bread ! Bread ! ” 

till the ears of King and Queen and Courtiers grew deaf 
and their hearts were turned to ice. 

The women camped all night in the gi-eat square before 
the palace, under the feet of the chai’ger of the Great 
King — ^that statue on which Napoleon’s grey eyes had so 
recently been set in wide-open wonder. They polluted 
the sacred place of Kings ,* they flUed the dripping darkness 
with their obscene laughter ; 

“ Bread ! Brea^d ! Bread ! Bread ! ” 

And when the soldiers came to protect the King, led 
by that half-sa^e, half-fool of a Lafayette, “ the man of 
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America,” the women renewed their glee and their shouting 
and fuming and brawling. 

“ Oh, the dear soldiers who would not harm a sweet- 
heai't ! Oh, the dear King who loves his people ! Bread ! 
Bread ! Bread ! Bread ! ” 

Heaven knows how that night passed, the last night 
of Versailles, of the old world, of the romance of chivalry. 
The first night of desolation and horror, aye, and of hope 
also. 

The muddy, foetid waters lapped about the throne. 
The city of the Great King gave her inviolate body to her 
ravishers. 

On the next day the fishwives and the prostitutes, 
rabble most foul, the cut-throats and assassins, the 
thieves and vagabonds dared to attack the i^alace of the 
King, The Life Guards offered resistance 5 two of them 
M'erc massacred,’ the human scum entered the palace 
and mounted the stairs, up and up, to the very ante-room 
of Royalty. King and Queen fled through the great 
galleries, the Gallery of Apollo, that scene of all the glories 
of Kingship, to the (Eil-de-Boeuf, the ante-chamber of 
the Great King. 

And murder followed them. 

Then the King promised — ^not from cowardice, for he 
was always brave — to go to Paris to live among these 
his loving people. . . . And then Lafayette, great for 
once, led the King and Queen on to the balcony and kissed 
the Queen’s hand before all the rabble. 

And so Versailles came to its darkness and was extin- 
guished. And the fishwives and the prostitutes, shouting 
then* dreadful challenge of 

" Bread ! Bread ! Bread ! Bread ! ” 

w’ith the soldiers, made an escort for King Louis and his 
Queen on their last journey from Versailles to Paris. 

On November 24, the Corsican messengers of Napoleon 
and his friends found the King and his Queen installed in 
the palace of the Tuileries, prisoners, in all but the name, 
in the heart of their capital. They found, too, the 
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King’s Parliament — ^now become the King’s master, almost 
his jailer — sitting in Paris instead of in Versailles. 

On November 30, a letter, addressed by the messengers 
from Corsica, was read to the Paidiaraent. That letter 
urged that Corsica should, be made a part of France. The 
reading was received with tremendous enthusiasm, and 
the great Mirabeau himself sprang to his feet and declared 
that it had been one of his deep regrets that he had 
“ soiled his youth ” by volunteering to help, as a soldier, 
in the conquest of Corsica. His speech was followed by 
many others — all full of the warmest praises of Corsica 
and of “ Paoli, the patriot.” 

“ Corsica,” cried speaker after speaker, “ is the home 
of freedom, the native laud of patriots, the true republic.” 

When the speeches were over the Parliament got to 
business. The request of the messengers was instantly 
granted and the plan, which Napoleon and his friends 
had suggested, was, there and then, adopted. Corsica 
was declared a part of France — not a conquered country, 
but part of the “ sacred soil,” one of the family with equal 
position and equal rights. Then Mirabeau rose again, 
and in a great, ringing speech asked that those Corsicans 
who had fought for their liberty against the King of France 
and been driven, as a result, from their native land, 
should now be allowed to return home to enjoy their new 
tights as French citizens. 

These men, he said, fought for liberty, just as we are 
now lighting for liberty. 

Everybody knew the name which was in Mirabeau’s 
mind as he spoke. It was Paoli on whose behalf the 
patriot of France was pleading. A great cry went up 
from the Commons that the Corsican patriot, all the 
Corsican patriots, all of Paoli’s men, should be allowed to 
return home. It was in vain that a few lords protested 
that such an action would cause great trouble in Corsica 
and was, in any case, an insult to the memory of King 
Louis XV who had conquered the island. 

The good news was brought by swift couriers to Corsica 
and every patriot in the island thrilled with the joy of it. 
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Napoleon was home again, now, with his family at Ajaccio. 
He helped to make a flag which was soon flying from the 
Bonaparte house. The flag bore on it the words : 

“ Long live the Nation 1 Long live Paoli I Long live 
Mirabeau ! ” 

When night came a huge bonfire was lighted and the 
crowd gathered round it and blessed the French people 
who had welcomed Corsica to their hearts and who had 
done such great honour to the name of Paoli. Napoleon 
and his friends were transported and intoxicated with 
joy. Again, once again, Corsica was free. The dark years 
of oppression had been rolled away ; bright years of liberty 
lay before them. Nor was it likely that liberty could ever, 
in the future, be lost, because Corsica, though free, did 
not now stand alone and unprotected as in the past. 
Corsica and France stood side by side ; and the mighty 
power of the h’rench people was ready to save’ Corsica 
from any enemy who might come against her. Paoli’s 
young men had been worthy of their master. 

Those young men, now, gave themselves up to radiant 
thoughts of the home-coming of their beloved chief. How 
Paoli would approve of what they had done ; how he 
would rejoice in what they had done ; and how they 
would rejoice in his rejoicing 1 How the free men of 
England too, who had been so kind to their hero, would 
rejoice with him and them I 

That night of the coming of the good news from Paris, 
Napoleon and his mother must have felt their hearts biu-n 
with special pride and thanlisgiving. I like to think that 
Letitia stood beside her son, the French officer, at the 
great bonfire, and watched the play of expression on Ins 
face as he heard the crowd about him shouting, “ Long 
live France ! ” No longer was the boy’s uniform a source 
of shame and regret to him or to her. It had become, this 
night, the uniform, not of oppression, but of freedom; 
not of the King of France, but of the French and the 
Corsican peoples. In this hour, for the first time, 
Napoleon’s mother was proud to call herself a French- 
woman n". well •'‘i •> woTnp.n of Cor''i(’'' 
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And to add to the joy, there came a letter from the 
Abb6 Raynal. He had sent the History of Corsica to 
Mirabeau. And Mirabeau had replied that “ the little 
history seems to announce a genius of the first rank.” 
Raynal said that this also was his own opinion. No 
wonder the flag on the Bonaparte house bore the words : 


“ Long live Mirabeau ! ” 



CHAPTER XX 

NAPOLEON COMBS TO HIS KINGDOM 

But, though France and Corsica were made one, the 
soldiers of King Louis remained on the island. These 
soldiers, naturally, did not enjoy the idea of being the 
fellow-eountrymen of the men over whom they had 
tyrannized. They were filled with anger, especially against 
the Bonapartes and Napoleon. The Commander of the 
Citadel of Ajaccio actually wrote to the Minister of War 
in Paris about Napoleon. He said : 

“ This yoimg officer was educated at the Military 
Schools, his sister is at St. Cyr, and his mother has been 
showered with benefits by the Government ; he would 
be much better with his regiment, for he ferments 
unceasingly.” 

The power of King Louis, however, had passed away 
and no notice was taken of the opinions of King Louis’ 
officers. Christmas came and the New Year. Joseph 
was elected a member of the Town Council of Ajaccio. 
Later he and Napoleon set out for Orezza, the Corsican 
Spa. Joseph went to Orezza to attend a Council of the 
whole island ; Napoleon to take the waters for his health. 
In the month of April a messenger reached Orezza with 
news which filled every one assembled there with delirious 
joy. Paoli had left England at the request of the French 
Parliament. He had landed in France and reached Paris. 
The Council, of which Joseph was a member, at once 
sent off messengers to meet the hero and bring binn in 
triumph to his native land. 

These messengers reached Paris about April 20, 1790, 
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Paoli had already been nearly a month in the capital and 
had become the hero of France as well as of Corsica. 
He had even been received by King Louis and Queen 
Marie Antoinette and all the Princes at the Tuileries 
— for the King and Queen of France now were no 
more than the humble servants of the Parliament and 
the people. That which they were told to do, that 
they did. 

On April 22, Paoli and the messengers appeared before 
the Parliament, and Paoli was hailed as the hero and 
martyr of Liberty. A few days later the Corsican patriot 
rode side by side with Lafayette at a great review of troops 
in the Champ dc Mars. Paoli was the lion of the hour. 
Nor was it only the King and the Parliament who honoured 
him ; not only Mirabeau and Lafayette ; Robespierre 
also and those fierce spirits “ the Society of the Friends of 
the Constitution ” — ^the Jacobins. 

When the honours and the feastings, which were meant 
to show the good will of the French Revolution towards 
Corsica, were over, Paoli set out for Marseilles. At 
Lyons he was met by Joseph Bonaparte and Pozzo di 
Borgo who had been sent by the Town Council of Ajaccio 
to meet him. Paoli embraced the eldest son of the man 
who, twenty years before, had been his friend. He made 
Joseph a gift of a playing card with a portrait of liimself — 
Paoli — drawn on the back of it. 

“ That portrait,” he said, “ was di’awn by your father 
twenty years ago.” 

A little later, on the way from Ajaccio to Orezza, 
Joseph and Napoleon met Paoli. For the first time in 
his life Napoleon set eyes on the man who had been his 
idol, his example, and his strength since his earliest 
childhood. 

The moment must have deprived the young man almost 
of breath. Yet he managed, by a strong effort, to hide his 
emotion. He remained, even at this supreme hour of his 
life, true to his Spartan ideal ; even in Paoli’s presence he 
was still “ one of Paoli’s men.” This is certain because, 
before the hero parted from Napoleon on that occasion 
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of tlieii* fii’st meeting, he uttered his famous estimate of 
the young man’s character. 

“You are oast,” he dcclarccl, “ in the ancient mould. 
You are one of Plutarch’s men.” 

Napoleon had come, at last, to his kingdom ! 



CHAPTER XXI 


A UEBUKE 

Paoli, the beloved of England, the darling of France, 
and his two young friends rode on together to Orezza. 
They came to the bridge of Ponte Nuovo, the battlefield 
where the troops of the French King, twenty-one years 
before, had finally defeated the Corsican army and so 
completed their conquest of Corsica, 

Paoli stopped to survey once again that fatal field on 
which his hopes had been blotted out and from which he 
had fled, an outcast and an exile, to his English refuge. 
The young men at his side, it may be supposed, gazed at 
him in veneration. The very name of the battle of Ponte 
Nuovo was sacred in their minds, a memory most bitter 
and yet most precious. To think that, in this new dawn 
of freedom and glorious restoration, they should be 
privileged to look on that scene in the company of the 
man who had played the cliief part in it 1 

I often wonder what were Napoleon’s thoughts at 
that moment. For he knew that, on the black day of 
Ponte Nuovo, his father had stood beside Paoli and fought 
by his side. And he knew, too, that his mother, who was 
to give birth to him two months later, had been present, 
almost on the actual battlefield. Stranger still, the great 
Mirabeau, the patriot of France, had been ranged, that 
day, in the ranks of the King of Prance against the 
Corsican people, Mirabeau, one of the victors of Ponte 
Nuovo, had now proclaimed publicly his regi'et and his 
shame for that encomiter; Paoli, the defeated, was 
acknowledged, now, by the whole world as the true 
victor. 
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The young man’s eyes sought the tall ligUl'c of his 
chief. 

Paoli was living over again, he could see, the events 
of the terrible day. At sixty-live years of age the hero 
looked, still, a young man. His eyes had not lost their 
clearness, nor his face its resolution. 

Suddenly Paoli began to speak. With outstretched 
hand he showed his young companions how he had placed 
his soldiers and how the troops of the King of France had 
been placed. 

He ceased speaking. Napoleon swept the bridge, and 
the heights beyond it, with his glance. He turned to his 
master ; 

“ Would it not, General,” he said, “ have been better 
if you had made a different disposition . , . ? ” 

He stopped, abashed at his own boldness. 

The old man — or so Joseph has recounted — cast on 
him a look of amazement. A shade of annoyance crossed 
Paoli’s face. Of all things which he had expected at 
this moment criticism, in any shape or form, was the last. 
They rode on to Orezza. A few days later Paoli was 
restored to his old place as leader and ruler of Corsica. 

Meanwhile Napoleon was getting to know his brothers 
and sisters better. He loved Joseph with all his heoi't ; 
but his esteem for Lucicn was tempered. Lucien, at 
sixteen, Avas the bad boy of the Bonaparte family. He 
did and said what he liked and he was not over anxious 
to help his mother. His enthusiasm for the French 
Revolution, too, Avas absolutely red-hot, and he had taken, 
already, a dislike to Paoli who, he said, was more of an 
Englishman than a Corsican. Louis, on the other hand, 
at thirteen years of age was a charming and very modest 
lad of whom the young officer cordially approved and 
whom he soon grew to love devotedly. When the time 
came to return to his regiment he asked his mother to let 
him take Louis with him and promised to educate the lad — 
an arrangement of which poor harassed Letitia was only 
too glad to avail hei’self. 

Storms delayed the brothers, but they reached Auxonne 
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on February 12, 1791, having spent a night on the way at 
the cafe of good Mademoiselle Bon. Napoleon’s pay was 
still a pound a week, and this had now to serve for two ; 
but he was lucky enough to get rooms in barracks — 
“ first staircase. No. 16.” One of these rooms, Napoleon’s, 
had “ a wretched, curtainless bed, a table in the embrasure 
of the window, some books, papers, a portmanteau, an 
old wooden box, and two chairs ” ; the other, Louis’, 
possessed only a mattress. 

It was important to spend as little as possible on food, 
and so Napoleon resolved to do his own and his brother’s 
cooking. L He learned how to prepare a “nourishing 
brotli,” which formed the main meal of the day, and this 
was the only food — except dry bread — which the boys had 
for a considerable time. Napoleon also brushed and 
mended all his own and all Louis’ clothes 

“ Do you know how I managed it ? ” he said, twenty 
years later. [" It was by never setting foot in society or 
in a caf^; by eating dry bread;, and by brushing my 
clothes myself so that they should last longer.”] 

Every outlay had to be carefully considered, and there 
is still in existence a tailor’s bill on which apparently the 
thrifty lad gained a reduction of twopence. 

The day was divided at first between military duties, 
authorship, and the education of Louis. Napoleon no 
longer, of course, desired, as a matter of conscience, to 
leave the French Army. Corsica and France having 
entered into an equal partnership, and the French people 
having so nobly honoured Paoli and the Corsicans, the 
young man was proud to be called a soldier of France. 
He had begun to love the France of the Revolution, and 
to honour her. But, for private reasons, he was still 
desperately anxious to succeed as an author, for the 
hardships his mother was enduring were never absent from 
his mind. It was not enough to have relieved her of the 
care of Louis ; he wanted to see her in comfort. For 
this reason he set about at once trying to find a publisher 
for the History/ of Corsica, the manuscript of which had 
been returned to him by the Abb4 Raynal with Mirabeau’s 
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flattering criticism. Some one, ^vlio saw him engaged 
on this quest, wrote afterwards that, one evening when 
he happened to be dining with a publisher, there was 
announced and entered the dining-room, “ a young artillery 
officer, extremely thin, very brown, with piercing eyes, a 
serious expression and a slight Italian accent.” 

The young officer refused to dine, but accepted a glass 
of half wine, half water. He did not speak during the meal, 
and when the meal was over he went, at once, with the 
publisher, into the study. 

Unfortunately no publisher desired to take the risk of 
producing the History of Corsica. This was a heavy blow. 
But it seems to have occurred to Napoleon — or perhaps one 
of the publishers urged it on him — ^that if certain improve- 
ments were made the work might still stand a chance. 
In any case the young man wrote to Paoli for help and 
advice and enclosed, in the letter, a pamphlet he had 
written against one of the Corsican “ noblemen.” To 
his utter amazement Paoli snubbed him — ^by return of 
post. 

“ Do not give yourself the trouble. ... I cannot now 
spare time to open my boxes to find the writings you 
refer to. For the rest, history is not written in tender 
years. . . .” 

Alas, all the hopes of the midnight scholar I But 
Napoleon seems to have borne his disappointment in a 
very humble spirit. He put his History of Corsica away 
and, from that time, devoted himself with his whole heart 
to Louis’ education. He even insisted on hearing the boy 
recite his catechism for his first Communion, for, though 
Napoleon himself shared fully Mirabeau’s and PaoH’s views 
about the Roman Catholic Church, yet he felt that he 
ought to insist on his brother receiving proper religious 
instruction. 

There was no time even for love-making, and certainly 
no money to spend on girls, and hence it is not surprising, 
perhaps, to find a note in one of the young officer’s diaries 
of this period : , 

“ I believe love to be hurtful to society and to man’s 
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individual liaiipiness. I bel ieve, in shortj^ Jhat love ,dqes 
jnSre TSarm tlian good-” 

Poor Napoleon ! He had failed as an author ; he had 
actually been rebuked by his beloved Paoli ; and he was 
not even, at tAventy-two, in a position to solace himself 
with feminine society. He must set his teeth again, he 
must work harder than ever; he must think himself 
fortunate, iiOAV, if he obtained soldiers’ bread to eat. 



CHAPTER XXII 

THE SECllET OP HAPPINESS 

One bit of good fortune, however, came to make amends 
for all that bad fortune. In May 1791 Napoleon was 
raised to tlie rank of a First Lieutenant. He was told to 
return to Valence, and soon found himself back again 
in the house of Mademoiselle Bou. His old room was 
occupied by another tenant, and he had, therefore, to 
content himself with a different room. 

Lords was still with him and his pay was still desperately 
small in relation to his needs. Yet he became a subscriber, 
once more, to the circulating library of which he had been 
a member during his first stay in the town. This was not 
mere indulgence. Napoleon still hoped to become an 
author, and as the Academy of the City of Lyons had 
offered a money prize for the best essay on “ Happiness,” 
he had made up his mind to compete for it. He went 
out of his way, in that essay, to bless Paoli, whom he 
described as being ” full of that genius which Nature only 
unites in one man for the consolation of nations,” 

Tliia was distinctly handsome after the nasty snub he 
had received. 

The essay, as some one has pointed out, might Have 
been written by a Scottish student of the last generation, 
so full is it of the praise of plain living and high thinking. 
And, queerly enough, most of the descriptions which it 
contains of Paoli’s government in Corsica, before Napoleon 
was bom, are similar to the descriptions of that govern- 
ment given by the famous Scotsman, Boswell — of Dr. 
Johnson fame — ^whose work on Corsica, as has been smd, 
was devoured hy Napoleon at Brieime. Boswell is stated 

eo 
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to have confessed afterwards that he invented most of 
the wonderful things he wrote about Paoli, so that the 
very strange possibihty emerges that Napoleon modelled 
his hfe, not on the real Paoli, but on the Paoli whom the 
Scotsman created out of his own imagination. 

If that is so, then Napoleon’s character owes perhaps 
as much to Scotland as to Corsica : an idea which would 
explain some at least of its most mysterious elements. 



CHAPTER XXIII 


SOUTHERN BLOOD 

It was on June 16, 1791, that Napoleon and Louis came to 
Valence. Their poverty and wretchedness had by no 
means prevented them from taking an interest in the 
tremendous events going on in Paris, and, with the whole 
of France, they had mourned, in the month of April, the 
sudden death of Mirabeau. 

The young Corsicans, probably, had no clear idea 
what the passing of Mirabeau from the stage meant — 
for they looked on him, as every one looked on him, 
merely as the leader of the Revolution. In fact, however, 
Mirabeau had also, in those last days of his life, become 
the private adviser of the King. Mirabeau believed that 
King Louis was necessary to France, just as strongly as 
he believed that freedom from Versailles and the “ Glitter- 
ing Beings ” was necessary to France. He wanted to 
see the King become the leader of the French people, the 
first man in the Revolution, the head of the new Govern- 
ment of the People. 

There is just a chance that, had Mirabeau lived, this 
might have come to pass. But when that great, splendid, 
tragic figure was removed all hope of such a solution 
vanished away. In spite of the hundreds of warnings 
against such a course which they had received from Mira- 
beau, the King and Queen, at the beginning of June, made 
secret preparations to escape from Pax’is and from France. 

They meant to fly the country, as so many of their 
nobles and higher clergy, as their own nearest relations 
had already done. And they very nearly succeeded in 
this enterprise. Indeed, but for the mistake of the 
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postilions of the royal carriage, which had left Paris in 
the dead of night with the King and Queen and their 
children, and had come, across France, to Avithin a few 
miles of the frontier, and safety, success would have been 
achieved. As it was, the postilions took the low road into 
the town of Varennes, whereas the fresh team of horses, 
which had been ordered to await the carriage in that town, 
was ready on the high road. 

The royal carriage stopped at an inn at which, it was 
supposed, the fresh team would be found waiting. There 
was no team. The King, full of thankfulness at Ms escape, 
put Ms head out of the window. The innkeeper, a fierce 
Republican, recognized him in spite of the darkness. 

Tlie carriage drove on about a mile — ^to a bridge. On 
the bridge were soldiers, warned by the innkeeper and 
determined to prevent the King’s escape. 

It was the night of June 21. The royal carriage was 
turned back and poor King Louis, a prisoner now, sat do^vn 
to supper in the inn, the owner of which had just secured 
him and his Queen as victims of the guillotine. A little 
later the mournful procession of recaptured Royalty drove, 
under escort, into a Paris wMch maintained that day the 
silence of death. 

For the moment the King was allowed to return to 
his palace. But France, when the news became known, 
thrilled with anger. France had hated Versailles but not, 
so far. King Louis himself. Indeed, there had been risings 
and riots in ICing Louis’ favour in many different parts of 
the country and notably in Marseilles — ^for large numbers 
of Frenchmen had heard with shame and horror of the 
dreadful march of the fishwives and the prostitutes to 
Versailles and of the attempt these foul creatures had made 
to assassinate the King and Queen. 

But the flight of the King put a different complexion 
on tMngs. France saw in it not merely an attempt to 
escape from danger, but also an attempt to reach those 
armies of the enemies of France which were gathering on 
her frontiers. 

The Queen, Marie Antoinette, was the sister of the 
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Emperor of Austria, and every Frenchman believed that 
the Queen’s brother would try to put her and her husband 
back into their old position at Versailles. In other words, 
Versailles was to be set going again by means of the 
muskets and bayonets of Austrian soldiers. The King 
and the “ Glittering Beings,” having made good their 
escape, would be sure to return at the head of foreign 
troops and would, when they returned — so the story 
ran — ^take terrible revenge on the people who had rebelled 
against them. 

“ Thank God,” cried twenty millions of Frenchmen, 
“ the King has been taken prisoner and brought back to 
Paris. They will not dare to attack us now, because both 
the King and the Queen and their children are in our 
hands to do with what we please.” 

Napoleon shared this feeling to the full. On the night 
on which news of the King’s flight reached Valence he went 
to a meeting of the local Revolutionary Club and swore 
of his own free will “ to be faithful to the Nation and the 
Law.” The name of the King was not mentioned. 

A week later an order came from Paris, from the 
Parliament, requiring every officer to sign a new oath by 
which he bound himself to defend France against her 
enemies and to obey no orders except those of the Parlia- 
ment. Napoleon gladly put his name to this document, 
but many of his brother officers, who were still “ King’s 
men,” refused to sign and hurriedly fled out of France. 

On July 14, the anniversary of the taking of the Bastille, 
Napoleon attended a great public meeting and, later, a 
banquet held by those who supported the Revolution. 
He repeated his new oath in public on that occasion, and 
made, in addition, a speech in wliich he expressed, with 
all the fervour at his command, the love he bore to the 
Revolution and the desire which he felt to serve it. It 
was the Revolution, he said, which had welcomed Corsica, 
as a free country, into the bosom of France and which 
had. done honour to Paoli. 

” The Southern blood, which flows in my veins,” he 
wrote to a friend, “ rushes with the swiftness of the Rlffine.' ’ 
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The Southern blood, though, Avas calling him back to 
Corsica where the enemies of the French ReAnlution were 
becoming increasingly busy and where these enemies were 
tlireatening already, as he had been informed, to call in 
the ships of the King of England to strengthen their hands 
against the Fi’cnch Revolution. Napoleon explained 
matters to his superior officers and was given leave to 
return home. He and Louis sailed for Corsica in 
September 1701. 



CHAPTER XXIV 


THE ElllST UA'iTLE 


When Napoleon had left home, eight months before, 
practically the entire population of Corsica had been 
devoted to the French Revolution. On his return his 
brothers soon made him aware that all tliis was changed. 
Paoli, said Lucicn, is doing what 1 knew that he would do. 
He is winning over the island to the side of the King of 
England against the French. Paoli, as I told you, has 
become an Englishman. 

Napoleon refused to believe that, because Paoli had 
openly professed his love of the French Revolution. 
What was Lucien’s opinion worth against Paoli’s solemn 
word ? The young officer, with the consent of his Colonel 
in France and of the War Office, offered himself as a 
candidate for the post of Lieut. -Colonel of the newly formed 
Corsican Volunteers and was elected — ^though not without 
a good deal of bother in which some very bad blood was 
caused. Lucien at once declared that Paoli had been 
secretly working against Napoleon because he, Napoleon, 
belonged to the friends of France. This was Joseph’s 
opinion too. Joseph even advised his brother to look out 
for trouble. 

It came soon enough — ^in April 1792 — ^when one of 
Napoleon’s volunteers had a fight with a sailor in the 
streets of Ajaccio. The volunteer, like his officer, was 
for the French, whereas the sailor was for tlie English. 
In the twinkling of an eye the whole town joined in the 
fight and shouts of “ Down with the French 1 ” were heard 
mingling with shouts of “ Down with the English ! ” 

06 
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The position became very serious when one of 
Napoleon’s lieutenants was killed beside him, while they 
were trying to quell the disturbance. Napoleon then 
appealed to the French Commander of the Citadel — one 
of King Louis’ men who had not yet been removed — ^to 
help him. The Commander of the Citadel refused. 
Napoleon instantly ordered his men to dig trenches across 
the streets and fire on the mob. He also sent other men 
to cut off- the food supplies of the towji. 

That stopped the riot. But the friends of England 
were not yet disposed to give in. In their turn they 
appealed to the Conmiander of the Citadel, who at once 
promised to lielp them and brought some cannon out of 
the Citadel. The Commander of the Citadel, as a Royalist, 
naturally detested the Revolution. 

The cannon were pointed at Napoleon’s men. 
Napoleon and his brother ofiicers, all of whom still trusted 
Paoli, declared that they had orders from Paoli not to 
quit their posts. They added that if the cannon were 
not at once taken back into the Citadel they would be 
attacked and captured by force. 

Napoleon knew well what a risk he was taking in 
spealdng in that way. For the Commander of the Citadel 
was his own superior officer and therefore entitled to give 
him orders, and to have him shot if he disobeyed them. 
But he relied on Paoli to put matters right for him, and 
to back up his statement about the orders not to quit his 
post. Since the Volunteers were all soldiers of the French 
Revolution, and since Paoli had sworn to defend the 
Revolution, and was the head of the Revolutionary 
Government in the island, that was not, surely, expecting 
too much — especially as one of the officers of the Volunteers 
had been murdered. 

Napoleon was soon to learn that his idol had feet of 
clay. The Commander of the Citadel withdrew his cannon ; 
but he complained of Napoleon to the Commissioners of the 
French Government who were then in Corsica, and accused 
him of being the cause of idle whole trouble. And Paoli 
said nothina in Ms youns friend's defence. 
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On the coutraiy, lie uLbcred a sneer : “ When the 
Government is in the hands of inexperienced young men, 
it’s not surprising that inexperienced boys should get 
apjjoiiited to the command of National Guards.” 

Most people would have seen what an attitude of this 
sort meant. Paoli was quite ready to see Napoleon 
punished and did not mean to lift a finger to help him — 
if, indeed, he had not, secretly, been helping the enemy. 
But even with this evidence before him, the hero- worshipper 
would not behevc that his hero was playing a double 
game : ruiming with the English party and hunting with 
the French. He sought an interview with Paoli, who 
received him with apparent friendliness and spoke vaguely 
about appointing him to command a regiment of Volunteers 
in another part of the island. Napoleon was completely 
satisfied and even asked Paoli to take Lucien as one of 
his secretaries — apparently in the hope that personal 
contact with the great man would cure his brother of his 
dislike. A fresh disillusionment was in store for him. 
He had scarcely got home when he received a letter from 
Joseph telling him that “ the General ” was in high 
displeasure, and adding : 

“ I regret . . . you said that General Paoli had 
ordered you to guard your posts. If this were made public 
it would be prejudicial to General Paoh and then, if he 
explained the facts, what would be your appearance ? ” 

Joseph added : “ He [Paoli] wilt not amalgamate with 
us. That is the bottom of the affair,” and urged Napoleon 
to return quickly to France so as to tell his own side of 
the story to the War Minister in Paris before his enemies 
had time to forestall him. 

Joseph saw the facts as they were and realized how 
great was the danger in which his brother stood — as an 
officer who had defied and challenged his superior. He 
saw that Paoli was no true friend and guessed, apparently, 
that Paoli’s friends in Paris would receive a hint to throw 
all the blame for what had occm’red on Napoleon — and 
so, perhaps, rid Corsica, and the world, of a troublesome 
fellow. 
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He -vvas not mistaken. Napoleon, who had lingered 
on at home in spite of the warning he had received, got 
an order from the War Office in Paris to return at once 
to France to explain his conduct in the riot. There was 
a threat of a court-martial. 

His enemies had stolen a march on him. 



■ CHAPTER XXV 


PAOM’S poor- 

Napoleon was undoubtedly in a very dangerous position, 
and to add to Ids troubles he had been temporarily sus- 
pended from his military duties, and so deprived of his 
pay. If the inquiry went against him, and he escaped the 
punislunent of death, he would certainly be cashiered. 

He came to Paris in a dejected state of mind, arriving 
there on May 20, 1792. The city was in dreadful excite- 
ment, and a raging whirlpool surrounded the unhappy 
King and Queen in their palace of the Tuileries, now become 
their prison. Napoleon, in spite of his own personal 
anxiety, became immediately absorbed in the events going 
forward around him. He wrote to Joseph on his arrival : 

“ Paris is in the most violent convulsions. It is 
inundated with strangers and the roughs are very numerous. 
The town has been kept lighted the last tliree nights. 
The National Guard at the Tuileries to guard the King h.as 
been doubled. The household troops are said to be 
imsatisfactory and are to be disbanded.” 

He added that Pozzo di Borgo, one of Paoli’s special 
friends, seemed to be on very good terms with the Minister 
of War, and then urged on ids brother : 

“ Keep on good terms with General Paoli. He will 
do everything and is everything. He will be everything 
in the future which nobody in the world can foresee. 
Give news of me to the family.” 

Pozzo di Borgo, the man who was to prove Napoleon’s 
worst enemy, had, as a matter of fact — acting almost 
certainly on Paoli’s secret instructions — ^been tr3dng to 
make things as black for Napoleon as possible. Napoleon, 
happily for his peace of mind, knew nothing of this. He 
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was exceedingly short of money and had to pawn his watch 
to pay his hotel bill. As it happened he had come across 
his old schoolfellow UoiuTienne, also very short of money, 
and these two tried all manner of desperate expedients 
to pay their way — even to the extent of attemi^ting to 
open a lodging-house. They failed and became poorer 
still. And still the War OiSce came to no decision about 
the riot at Ajaecio. Meanwhile the young officer’s hatred 
of King Mob had been growing on him. The fearful 
mobs of Paris with their dreadful pikes, on the points of 
which there were frequently to be seen the heads of human 
victims massacred in the streets, filled him with loathing 
and despair. 

On June 20, 1792, that day of martyrdom, as Napoleon 
and Bourrienne were taking a walk together they saw a 
huge mob maldng for the King’s palace. 

“ Let us follow these scoundrels,” Napoleon said. 

Here is his own description of what be saw : 

“ The day before yesterday 7,000 to 8,000 men armed 
with pikes, hatchets, swords, guns, skewers, sharpened 
sticks went to the Assembly to present a petition. From 
there they went on to the King. The garden of the 
Tuileries was shut and defended by 16,000 National Guards. 
They threw down the gates, entered the palace, pointed 
the cannon against the King’s apartment, threw down 
four doors, presented the King with two cockades, the 
white and the tricolour. They gave him the choice. 

‘ Choose,’ they said, ‘ between reigning here or at Coblentz ’ 
[where the Austrian armies were massed against Prance]. 
The King behaved well. He took the red cap. The 
Queen and the Prince Royal did the same. The mob was 
given wine to drink to the King. They remained for 
hours in the palace. ... All this is unconstitutional and 
a very dangerous example. It is very difficult to see what 
will become of the Empire if events of this outrageous 
kind continue.” 

Wliile the horrible scene was actually in progress 
Napoleon said to his friend : 

“ Why did they allow these brutes to come in ? They 
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ought to have shot down 500 or COO of them with cannon, 
and the rest would soon have run.” 

That was what the young officer himself had been ready 
to do, and had just done, on a smaller scale, in Ajaccio. 
He knew what he was talking about ; but he took a great 
risk in talking in that fasMon in public. The mob which 
surged about him would have massacred liim without the 
sliglitest mercy or compunction. 

He grew more and more to detest King Mob as the days 
passed and the guillotine began its work in Paris. Mobs 
were everywhere, and mob law was becoming the only law, 
so that news from home to the effect that Lucien had 
written a furious pamphlet cursing all those who did not 
sympathize with the wildest excesses of the Revolution 
seemed horrible. Napoleon at once wrote to reprove his 
brother. A day or two later his time of suspense and 
anxiety and poverty came to an end. He heard on 
July 10 that he had been acquitted — ^with a caution — 
reinstated in his regiment and promoted Captain as from 
the previous February. He was, further, given permission 
to return if he liked to Corsica and to resume his command 
of the Volunteers there. In his first access of joy the 
young officer, now tAventy- three years of age, seems to 
liave thought that it Avas Paoli, and not the justice of 
his own ease, who had saved him. Should he return to 
Corsica ? His inclination was all in that direction. He 
Avrote to Joseph : 

“ If I had considered only the interest of the family 
and my oAvn inclination I would have come to Corsica, 
but you are all agreed that I should go to my regiment. 
So I will go.” 

The family knew the facts and appreciated the danger 
of his returning home. 

Napoleon added that he had been studying astronomy 
which is “ a fine diversion and a superb science,” and said 
that his work — presumably the essay on “ Happiness ” — 
was finished. 

“ But this is not the time for printing it. Besides, I 
have no longer the pe^yan^ition to be an author “ 
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He m’ote this letter, "which is full of the thankfulness 
he must have felt to be able to draw his arrears of pay, 
on August 7. Three days later he was to witness the final 
extinguishing of the reign of King Louis, Here is liis own 
description of the awful 10th of August 1792, given at 
St. Helena : 

“ At the sound of the alarm bell and on the news that 
the Tuileries was being attacked, I ran to the Carrousel, to 
Fauvelet, brother-in-law of Bourrienne, who had a furniture 
shop there. He had been my comrade at the Military 
School at Briennc. From that house I could, at my ease, 
observe all the events of that day. Before I had reached 
the Carrousel I had met, in the Rue dcs Petits-Champs, 
a group of hideous men with a head on the top of a pike. 
Seeing me passably dressed, and with the appearance of a 
gentleman, they came towards me to make me cry, ‘ Long 
live the Nation,’ which I did without difficulty as may well 
be imagined. 

“ The palace was attacked by the vilest of mobs. 
The King imdoubtedly had for liis defence as large a force 
as the Convention afterwards had on the 18 Vend^maire, 
and the enemies of the latter were far more disciplined and 
redoubtable. The greater part of the National Guard was 
for the King, one must do it that justice. 

“ The palace carried, and the King in the care of the 
Assembly, I ventured to enter the Tuileries Garden. 
Never again, on any of my battlefields, did I get such an 
impression as that given me by the masses of the corpses of 
the S"wiss [Guards] ; perhaps it was the narrow space that 
exaggerated the numbers ; or the effect may have been 
due to its being my first experience of that Itind. I saw 
well-dressed women indulge in acts of the utmost indecency 
towards the corpses. I visited all the neighbouring caf6s ; 
everywhere passions were violent ; rage was in all hearts ; 
it was visible in every face although these were very far 
from being the common people ; and it was evident that 
these places were occupied every day by the same clients, 
for, though there was nothing peculiar in my dress, 
perhaps because my expression was more calm, it was plain 
to me that I excited hostile and defiant looks as a stranger 
and therefore suspected.” 
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Napoleon expressed the opinion that if King Louis XVI 
had shown himself on horseback, the victory over the mob 
would have been his, and the Revolution, even at that 
eleventh hour, would have been turned into peaceful 
courses. That day Napoleon saw “ one who was about to 
kill one of the guards,” and said to him : 

“ Oh, man from the South, let us spare this 
unfortunate.” 

“ Art thou from the South ? ” 

“ Yes.” 

“ Well, let us spare him 1 ” 

What he witnessed on that day of blood merely con- 
firmed Napoleon in his low opinion o^ the conduct of the 
Revolution — as opposed to the spirit of the Revolution with 
which he was in the fullest sympathy. As he had written in 
July : 

“ Those who are at the head of affairs are poor men ; 
it must be admitted, when one sees things at close quarters, 
that the people are httlc worth the trouble men take to 
obtain their favour. You know the history of Ajaccio ; 
that of Paris is exactly the same. Perhaps men here arc 
even smaller, worse, greater calumniators and more 
censorious. 

“ One has to see tilings at close quarters to perceive 
that enthusiasm is no more than enthusiasm and that the 
French are an ancient people who are out of control.” 

This letter, which was addres.scd to the fiery Lucicn, 
concluded : 

“ I embrace you and r ^ommend you to modera te 
yourself Jm. everyt hing : in everything, you understand, 
i f you wish to live happ ily.” 

Lucien was very indignant at that advice from the 
brother whom he regarded merely as Paoli’s fool. 

Meanwhile fate was deciding that Napoleon should 
return to Corsica after all — for the school at St. Cyr where 
his sister Elissa was being educated was closed down a few 
days after the King and Queen were thrown into prison in 
the Temple. Eliza appealed, in her anxiety, to her brother. 
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who decided that it was his duty to take her home. He had 
not yet, happily, resigned his command of the Corsican 
Volunteers, and so was provided with a good reason for 
returning to the island. He went out to St. Cyr and 
brought his sister to Paris. It was the Isl of September 
1792. 

The next day the gates of the city were closed. The 
awful “ September massacres ” of priests and nobles had 
begun in the prisons. 

It is not known to this day whether or not Napoleon 
saw anything of this frightful, premeditated slaughter in 
which the lovely Princess of Lamballe, Marie Antoinette’s 
friend, was one of the victims. He never spoke of the 
September massacres. But since Paris was ringing with 
the awful news, and since he was in Paris, he must have 
heard everything : among other things, doubtless, that 
Madame de Lamballe’s head, on a pike, had been thrust 
up to the window of the poor Queen’s prison ! He must 
have realized, too, that this was no mere exhibition of mob 
rule, but the work of a strong, a rutliless and a terrible hand 
which made use of the mob for its own purposes. In those 
days, September 2 to September 5, Napoleon, there can 
be no doubt, saw reason to cliange his view that : “ Those 
who are at the head of affairs are poor men.” 

For the September massacres were meant to bo, and 
were recognized as being, a bloody challenge to the Kings 
of Europe now advancing, as it seemed in overwhelming 
strength, against the new Republic of the French People. 
Every one saw in the massacres the hand of Danton, 
“ the bloody Mirabeau,” who, already, from his post as 
Minister of Justice had begun to organize .disorganized 
and delirious Prance for the battles which she must fight. 

“ There are traitors in your bosom," Danton had cried 
to France on August 26. On September 2 he forced his 
feIlow-countr 3 unen to drink the blood of the traitors and 
so, once for aU, to place themselves beyond the pale of 
hope or mercy should the Kings of Europe triumph over 
them. 

Denton’s massacres achieved another object; They 
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struck terror to the hearts of all the “ Glittering Beings ” 
who remained in France, and of all their sympathizers. 
After September no Royalist dared to show himself. The 
way was thus cleared to victory over the invading armies. 
Indeed, while the executioners of Dantoii, the Man of 
Blood, were plunging their rceldng swords in the bodies of 
priests and nobles and women, heedless of any plea for 
mercy, Danton the statesman, unafraid of the Kings, who 
marched by every highway over the frontiers of I’rance, 
planned and organized and created. The massacres were 
the “ awful warning ” which the New France gave to the 
Old, and to the world at large. When, later, a still more 
terrible warning was given, and the head of King Louis 
fell, on January 21, 1793, into the sawdust basket of the 
guillotine on what is now the Place de la Concorde, 
Danton cried to the Kings in mighty defiance ; “ They 
ashed for a King, and loc flung them the head of a King.” 

Napoleon as, with his sister, he left the stricken and 
terrified city — ^the city which was rousing itself at last to 
give battle to the Kings — ^must have been deep in thought. 
He had seen King Mob eiuroUed, at last, in the ranks of a 
strong man, “ The Man of September.” In blood and 
horror and fury, he had seen a nation called to its nation- 
hood. The French Revolution, for all its mobs, was no 
longer merely another name for mob rule ; it was a force, 
fired with a strange, most fertile enthusiasm which, at 
last, and however horridly, was being yoked to action. 

The mobs, however, were .still troublesome enough. 
At Marseilles Eliza’s feathered hat aroused the anger 
of some loafers who began to shout ; “ Down with the 
Aristocrats.” 

Napoleon shouted back : “ No more aristocrats than 
you are.” 

He snatched Eliza’s hat from her head and threw it 
into the crowd. 

That prompt action saved them both. 

At Valence Mademoiselle Bou, with whom the yoiuig 
people stayed, gave them a present of a bunch of grapes, 
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A NEW shock awaited Napoleon when lie returned home. 
His Corsican Volunteers, whom he had left in a condition 
of strength and eiricicncy, were utterly disorganized and 
their pay was long in arrear. Many had deserted ; those 
who remained were quite undisciplined. 

These were the Volunteers who had joined with such 
great enthusiasm to oppose King Louis’ soldiers and to 
strengthen the union of the Corsican and French peoples. 
King Louis’ soldiers remained in the Citadel. Why, then, 
had the Volunteers been neglected so utterly ? 

Even Napoleon’s stubborn determination to see nothing 
but honesty and good faith in Paoli was shaken. Here 
was proof, almost absolute proof, that Paoli had no 
interest in the union of the Corsican and French peoples ; 
but, on the contrary, wished to weaken every revolutionary 
influence in the island. 

Paoli, however, was ill. And in his absence from his 
post of President of the Parliament,- Saliceti, the Vice- 
President, and others of the French party, were exercising 
a good deal of influence. Napoleon therefore quietly 
sot about the difficult task of pulling his men together, 
though he remarked in a letter to the other Lieut.-Colonel 
of the Volunteers : 

“ The General [Paoli] is very displeased with the 
Volunteer battalions in general, and ours in particular. 
We must not exhibit the true' state of affairs [i.e. the lack 
of discipline and the unpaid state of the corps ] ; the best 
policy is quite the contrary. We must punish officers and 
soldiers who resist discipline, but not accuse them publicly 
except in the last extremity.” 
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Napoleon, iu other words, meant to discharge faith- 
fully his duty as an officer of the united French and 
Corsican peoples. But he did not wish to expose the 
fact that his hero, Paoli, had made this task a vastly 
difficult one — ^for that must have brought down on Paoli 
the hatred of the revolutionary leaders in France, and 
Napoleon could not bring himself to expose the man 
whom he had loved all his life to so terrible a danger. 
Nevertheless his action in reorganizing his men was — 
and he knew that it was — a. challenge to Paoli’s English 
policy. Napoleon, now, had definitely taken sides against 
Paoh. 

He was greatly troubled at the necessity which was 
thus thrust on Mm, for to oppose Paoli was to wound his 
own soul. It was like turning his sword against Mmself. 
Lideed, there is little doubt that, before he came to a 
final decision, he passed through a period of teirible doubt 
and hesitation — doubt and hesitation so great that he 
actually thought of giving up Ms military career and 
going to India to try Ms fortune there. When Ms mother 
showed Mm how poor she was, he is said to have told 
her that he would become a Nabob and provide large 
marriage portions for his sisters ; he also talked of entering 
the service of the “ John ” company. TMs talk followed 
an interview he had had with Paoli in the course of which 
that wily old man no doubt tried to persuade Mm, that 
the French Revolution would soon be suppressed and that, 
then, Corsica would fall, once more, under the heel of 
King Louis. The friendsMp of England, therefore, was 
the best safeguard the island could have. Paoli, on tMs 
or some other occasion, called the English “ a n^jmjjf 
sh opkeep ers ” — a phrase Napoleon never forgot. 

These had been Napoleon’s own thoughts up to the 
moment when the Revolution began. They would have 
been his thoughts still had he really feared that the 
Revolution would be crushed — ^for Corsica came first in 
Ms thoughts. But, after he had heard PaoH and after 
he had considered the advice Paoh gave Mm to go to India, 
he knew that he must reject that advice. He belonged 
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to the French Revolution — ^to the peoples against the 
Kings. He could not desert the Revolution even to please 
the beloved hero of his boyhood. He must throw in his 
lot with Saliceti and the French party against Paoli and 
the English party. He told Paoli that Corsica was French 
and that so she must remain. 

Just when he had finally taken this decision, he received 
an order from France to join his Volunteers to an expedition 
being fitted out in Marseilles to go to Sardinia to help the 
revolutionaries of that island against then- King. The 
French fleet reached Ajaccio in December. The sailors 
proved to be the very scum of Marseilles and, before they 
hud been in port a few days, actually rioted and murdered 
two of Napoleon’s Volunteers. They then caiTied the 
heads of these murdered men round the town on pikes 
in the approved Parisian fashion. It was only by supreme 
efforts that Napoleon and his officers prevented their men 
from retahating and killing every Frenchman. After 
this, co-operation between the Corsicans and the French 
was, of com’se, impossible. 

So a new arrangement was made. The French sailors 
departed alone for Sardinia and the Volunteers, under 
Paoli’s nephew, were taken on a French warship to an 
island of the Maddalena group, belonging to Sardinia. The 
Volunteers captured a tower on this island ; and Napoleon 
was busy constructing a battery, by which to secure a 
further advance, when the “ blue-jackets ” on the French 
warship, who had also been recruited from the rabble of 
Marseilles, became panic-stricken, mutinied and tried to 
take the ship out of range of the Sardinian guns. It was 
with the greatest difliculty that Napoleon managed to get 
his men back on board. Later on, some of the mutineers, 
who had been sternly dealt with, made a rush at Napoleon, 
calling him an aristocrat and threatening to hang him. 
But one of his Volunteers saved him. 

In spite of this miserable experience, which convinced 
many Corsicans that the French Revolution was only 
another name for the rule of King Mob, Napoleon remained 
faithful to his oath. When he got back to Ajaccio he 



110 


A TRAITOR 


heard that King Louis had been put to death in Paris 
and that Saliccti had, as a Corsican member of the French 
Parliament, voted for the King’s death. He received, 
at the same time, a letter from Saliccti himself in which 
he declared openly that Paoli w'as a traitor to Prance. 
Paoli, said Saliceti, is merely keeping up a pretence of 
being loyal to the French Revolution until he is able to 
hand Corsica over to the King of England. 

That was what Joseph and Lucicn had said from the 
beginning. It was what Napoleon himself had, at last, 
been forced to realize. And to make things worse still, 
there came the news that war had broken out between 
the French Revolution and the English King. On the 
news of the execution of King Louis, the King of England 
had joined with the Kings of Europe to crush the 
Revolution and bring back the rule of Versailles. 

If Napoleon had hesitated before, now he threw his 
hesitation away. The Revolution, which had set Corsica 
free of the hands which oppressed her, was his Revolution 
as much as any Frenchman’s. He belonged to the 
Revolution body and soul, and he resolved that he would 
serve it faithfully to the last. He told his brothers and 
sisters this, and they welcomed his enthusiasm. Lucien, 
fiery as ever, went off to France, to take up a post he had 
obtained in that country. Joseph set out for Bastia in 
the north of Corsica to meet Saliceti, who was about to 
return to the island. Corsica began to divide into two 
separate camps— those who, with Paoli, meant to hand 
over the island to the English King, and those who, with 
Saliceti and the Bonapartes, meant to defeat that project. 
Napoleon began to try to bring over Ajaccio to the French 
side. 

He had scarcely entered on this work when the news 
reached him that the Revolutionary Government had 
ordered the ai'rest of Paoli as a traitor. Napoleon knew 
too well that this charge was justified ; yet liis old love 
of his boyhood’s idol rose uppermost in his heart. It 
was one thing to oppose Paoli 5 it was another thing to 
think of Paoli a prisoner, carried in chains to Paris and 
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to the guillotine — supposing that he should be arrested. 
Napoleon sat down, there and then, and wrote a defence 
of his hero in which, like a barrister, he said everything in 
Paoli’s favour Avhich it was possible Avith honesty to say. 
He sent this defence off to the French Government. 

He must have knoAvn very Avell hoAV great a risk he Avas 
taking. For if Paoli was arrested and condemned by the 
terrible Revolutionary Tribunal in Paris, his defender 
Avould probably be condemned with him. On the other 
hand, if Paoli managed to drive the French Republicans 
out of Corsica, he, Napoleon, Avould get no credit for his 
defence seeing that he and all his family belonged openly 
to the French party. Paoli had already done his best 
to get Napoleon discredited and ruined — and Napoleon, 
by this time, realized that fact. 

I confess that this very brave act of Napoleon’s fills 
me with admiration. No doubt, as a good revolutionary, 
he should, for the sake of Corsica as well as of France, 
have joined the hue and cry against Paoli winch all 
the revolutionaries Avere then beginning. No doubt he 
should — ^for the same reason — ^liave approved of the order 
for the old man’s arrest. I am not defending him against 
these charges ; but I think that those who have themselves 
loved and venerated some leader or some master Avill 
understand the feelings Avhich prompted him. He did 
not cease to oppose Paoli ; he did not cease to Avork for 
the Revolution to Avhich all his allegiance was given ; 
he did not hesitate to expose liimself to the hatred of the 
English party in Corsica. But, because of his boyhood’s 
worship, because of all that Paoli had meant to him and 
been to him, he did Avhat lay in his power, no matter at 
what risk to Mmself, to soften the hearts of the old man’s 
accusers. 

Napoleon made many mistakes, he committed many 
faults ; but this fault, perhaps, was the least of all those 
which he ever committed. 


1 



CHAPTER XXVII 


A PKICK ON ms HEAD 

No sooner was Napoleon’s defence of Paoli despatched to 
Paris than the news arrived in Corsica that the reason of 
the order for the arrest of the old man was a speech 
delivered in France by Lucien. Lucien, in that wild speech, 
had actually demanded the head of his father’s and 
mother’s friend : 

“ Give his head to the knife ” 

he had cried. 

This news filled Napoleon with horror; it appalled 
him to think that a boy of eighteen — -his own brother — 
should have shown such utter lack of humanity. Never- 
theless he had his duty to the Revolution to perform. 
Several of the Corsican towns were wholly French in 
sympathy in spite of Paoli, and he hoped soon to add 
Ajaccio to that number. Unfortunately for tlus hope 
his o^vn Volunteers, who had not forgiven the French the 
treatment they had received before, and during, the 
Sardinian expedition, went over to the side of Paoli and 
the English and took possession of the Citadel against the 
French party. Napoleon and his friends were thus unable 
to accomplish anything. 

The young officer resolved to go to Bastia, where Joseph 
was still at work with Saliceti, in the hope that a plan of 
campaign for the conquest of Ajaccio might be agreed 
on — ^for Paoli was now reported to be gathering an army 
about him to drive the French sympathizers out of the 
island. On the way to Bastia, however, Napoleon was 
attacked by a body of Paoli’s followers who took him 
prisoner. 
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His situation was a highly dangerous one, for, though 
as yet he was unaware of the fact, Paoli had resolved on 
his arrest and the arrest of aU his family. Death was 
elose at hand. Happily some members of the French 
party — peasants — ^who heard of the capture managed to 
get into touch with the young man. They secured for 
liim means of escape, and told him of the great peril in 
which his mother and sisters wei*e now placed. 

Napoleon instantly made up his mind to return home, 
and after many adventures succeeded in doing so. He 
learned tliat everything was quiet in Ajaccio. Neverthe- 
less it was certain that there was a price on his own head. 
So, instead of going home, and so putting his mother in 
danger, he went secretly to his cousin’s house. This 
cousin had been Mayor of the town and was a man of 
influence. He told Napoleon that every hour the feeling 
for Paoli and England against Prance was growing stronger, 
and that, if the town was not to be lost to the Revolution, 
help must be obtained at once from Bastia. It was, he 
said, Napoleon’s duty to make a second attempt to reach 
that place. Napoleon agreed, and steps were immediately 
taken to get him away from the town in a boat, 

A start could not, however, be made for some hours, 
and meanwhile there was great danger. The ex-Mayor 
collected as many of his friends as he could find and 
induced them to come, armed, to his house, to spend 
the night there. That precaution saved Napoleon’s life. 
For, early in the night, a party of Paoli’s men came to the 
door and demanded admittance. The ex-Mayor agreed 
to admit the leader of the party only. When this man 
had entered, he shut the door behind him. 

“ What do you want ? ” 

“ We want Napoleon Bonaparte who is said to be 
concealed in this house.” 

The ex-Mayor led the man along a corridor and let him 
see the glint of weapons. It was enough. The friend 
of Paoli realized that, at a word from his companion, he 
would be shot down. He took himself off and withdrew 
his men. Half an hour later Napoleon was escorted 
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through the darkness to the harbour. When morning 
broke he was safe at sea. 

Terrible anxiety, however, preyed on his mind. For, 
though, so far, his mother and sisters and brothers were 
safe, and though the ex-Mayor had promised to protect 
them, yet it was impossible to know what might happen. 
Paoli, his hero, the man whom but yesterday he had risked 
his life to defend, was now hunting him to his death ; fury 
of that kind would hardly spare women or children. Not 
a moment, therefore, could he wasted. The young man 
put ashore at the first opportunity and secured a horse 
from his supporters. He made a rapid journey to Bastia. 

His friends there decided to give him the help he 
required, and on May 23, 179.S — ^that year of horror — 
ships carrying 400 men, and imder the orders of Saliccti, 
Joseph, and Napoleon, sailed for Ajaccio. 

But the blow which Napoleon so greatly dreaded had 
already fallen on Letitia and her children. 



CHAPTER XXVIII 


THE GRATITUDE OF FAOLI 

On the evening of the day. May 28, 1793, on which 
Napoleon set sail to come to Ajaccio, his mother received 
a message from a friend warning her that a large body of 
Paoli’s men had reached the outskirts of the town and 
were about to march to her house. The unhappy woman 
had with her Eliza, aged fifteen and a half, Louis aged 
fourteen, Pauline aged twelve, Caroline aged ten and a 
half, and Jerome aged eight. She resolved to lose not a 
moment in escaping, because she had learned, in those 
last months, how furious was the hatred of Paoh against 
her and hers. Taking what they could carry the family 
di’ove off to their small “ country house ” among the 
vineyards. 

It was fortunate for them that they did so, for scai’cely 
were they gone before a raging crowd gathered in the 
narrow streets about their door — a crowd sent by Paoli 
for the purpose of ■wreaking vengeance on the wife and 
children of his old friend and aide-de-camp and on the 
mother and brothers and sisters of the man who had 
endured, for his sake, a thousand sneers and buffets. 
If only the poor, brave, little schoolboy of Brienne, who 
had dared, even in that shrine of the “ Glittering Beings,” 
in that place of Kings, to call himself “ One of Paoli’s men ” 
could have foreseen this day ! If only the boy, eating one 
meal a day and working both day and night that he might 
find the means to be worthy of Paoli and to give the world 
the heroic Kistory of Corsica could have foreseen this day 1 
If only Mirabeau, that great generous-hearted Frenchman, 
whose hand Paoli had taken in token of lasting friendship 



116 


THE GRATITUDE OP PAOLi 


between Corsica and France and whose lavish favours the 
old Corsican had not scrupled, as an avowed friend of the 
Revolution, to receive, eould have foreseen this day 1 

Paoli’s men howled with rage to find their victims 
escaped. But if they could not seize the widow and her 
children, at least they could sack her house. The door 
was burst in and the ruflSanly mob began its work of 
destruction. 

And meanwhile the widow, stripped now of all her 
worldly possessions, with her frightened children lay in 
hiding awaiting any news which might be brought to her 
by faithful friends. The news, when it came, was enough 
to rob her of all her courage. Paoli’s men were determined 
to follow her to her retreat arrd drag her from it. 

Lctitia, at forty-two, was still the Letitia, the Spartan 
woman, who had attended her husband almost on the 
battlefield, and afterwards, though about to become the 
mother of Napoleon, had fled with Charles to the mountains. 
She loiew that her older sons would not fail her, if it was 
humanly possible to come to her rescue, and so she made 
the heroic resolve to flee with her children into the “ bush ” 
— ^that desolate scrub which stretches along the Corsican 
foothills — ^in order to reach a new place of refuge on the 
other side of the Bay of Ajaccio. 

On the morning of May 25 the little party set oIT. The 
way was difficult and the widow and her older son and 
daughter had to help the younger cliildren over jagged 
rocks and deep and perilous ravines. But the unflincliing 
heart of Letitia was not dismayed and she infused her own 
courage into the hearts of her boys and girls. 

They had little, or no food and had to live on what they 
could find or what they could obtain from shepherds. 
Night fell and found them without a roof, and it was only 
on the next day that they came to their destination, the 
Capitello tower. Here, for the moment, they were safe. 
And here, on May 29, Napoleon and Joseph, having 
obtained news of their mother’s flight, found them. 

Napoleon’s joy in that meeting must have been 
intense, for twenty-eight years later, at St. Helena, when 
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he made his will, he left £4,000 to the man who had warned 
his mother of her danger, £4,000 to the peasants who had 
helped him to eseape from the hands of Paoli’s men and 
told him of the threat to his mother and sisters and 
brothers, and £4,000 to liis cousin, the ex-Mayor, who had 
given him shelter. The conquest of half the world lay 
in those twenty-eight years, and yet the mind of the 
Conqueror went back, in supreme gratitude, to these his 
faithful friends and fellow-countrymen. 

It was found to be impossible to take Ajaccio without 
the help of a land force, and so Napoleon and Joseph 
rejoined their mother whom they had sent, by boat, to 
the house of an old and trusted friend. A family council 
was held and the temble facts of the situation were squarely 
faced. 

They were utterly and completely ruined, for all the 
small property they possessed had been destroyed by 
Paoli’s mob. The only resource left to this family of 
nine persons was Napoleon’s pay as Captain in the French 
Artillery. Nor dared they stay in Corsica a day longer. 
Letitia saw that she must take her children to France and 
ti’ust once again to Providence to help her. Letitia had 
always trusted Providence all the days of her life. 

No sooner were the Bonapartes driven out than 
Corsica became an English possession. King George III, 
indeed, took the title of “ King of Corsica.” 


END OF BOOK I 




BOOK II 

THE THUNDERBOLT 

‘ Tlicrc was a time when every man who had a suul 
to be a Jacobin.” 


save was bound 
Natolbon. 


119 




CHAPTER XXIX 


A I'lCHT TO THE DEATH 

The Bonapartcs reached Toulon, where Lucien was 
now staying, on June 13, 1793. They "were penniless. 
Their only hope was that Saliceti, wlio as a member of 
the French Parliament had some influence, might obtain 
work for Joseph. Napoleon, after finding a cheap lodging 
for his mother outside of the town, hurried off to rejoin 
his regiment at Nice. He was delighted to find that, in 
his absence, he had been raised to the rank of Captain- 
Commandant (Major). His pay had slightly increased. 

Every sympathy of Ms soul was given to the French 
Revolution which he believed passionately could alone 
save Corsica and France from the oppressing hands of 
Kings and Priests. He drew up a memorandum for the 
French Government showing how Corsica might be won 
again for France, and this was carried by Saliceti — ^who 
took Joseph with him — to Paris. 

The Revolution was not prospering. The French 
people were being attacked by all the Kings of Europe. 
One of their greatest generals, Dumouriez, had, bn the 
actual field of battle, deserted the People’s Cause for that 
of the Kings’. A ten'ible civil war, supported by the 
King of England, had begun in Normandy and Brittany 
where the peasants loved their priests and were roused 
to fury at the ill-treatment, as they thought, of the Church 
by the Revolution. 

The gi’eat cities of Lyons and Marseilles and Bordeaux, 
all of wMch had always been bitterly jealous of Paris, 
revolted and declared for the little son of King Louis, 
the poor, little, golden-haired lad then approaching Ms 
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martyi’dom in his awful prison in the capital. The armies 
of the King of Spain were marehing into France from the 
south ; the armies of Austria were invading her from the 
north and east ; the ships of the King of England had 
bottled up all her harbours. The Revolution staggered ; 
the hands of Kings and Priests tightened on its throat. 

But there were strong men, men of iron and men of 
blood, in the French Parliament, and already these terrible 
patriots were making ready to act. One of them, Danton, 
“ the man of September,” the man who had forced Paris 
to drink blood the year before, when she grew frightened 
of the Austrian ai’mies, now threatened the existing 
Government of the Republic. Men called that existing 
Governmenb “ the Gironde.” Its members were kindly 
folk, clever folk, foUc with big heads packed full of generous 
and noble ideas ; but folk, in vulgar phrase, without 
“ guts.” And “ guts ” alone could save the Revolution. 

Danton had already terrified these high-minded 
dreamers out of their wits. It was he, with his horrible, 
pock-marked, yet magnificent face, who had forced them 
to bring King Louis to trial. At the trial of the King the 
fear of Danton, the man of the flagons of blood, had haunted 
every timorous mind much more than the fear of the 
Kings, the enemies of the Revolution, who said that if 
a hair of King Louis’ head was injured, rivers of French 
blood would be spilt when they reached Paris. The 
“ Dreamers ” were nervous enough about the threats of the 
Kings and the Priests ; but Danton made them shudder. 
Shuddering, they had voted, one after the other, for the 
death of King Louis, though they would gladly have 
avoided that terrible vote. 

“ Now,” said Danton, glaring horribly at them, “ you 
are all stained with the Royal blood. Bestir yourselves, 
because you have nothing to hope for from the Kings any 
longer.” 

On the day of King Louis’ execution the spirit of Danton 
had brooded over Paris. It was Danton, again, who had 
forced that awful cup to the lips of France, grinding the 
brim against set teeth. What if King Louis had displayed, 
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on that January morning, a lovely courage and a lovely 
kindness 1 What if, as he drove down from his prison in 
his closed carriage, past the palace where once he had 
reigned, into the vast assembly of the men and women 
who had called him “ the Good ” and blessed him, he 
showed not a sign of fear nor of bitterness 1 What if his 
appearance on the scaffold, beside the raised and gleaming 
knife of the guillotine, had hushed that great multitude 
to deathly silence ! What if, after the fall of the axe, 
Sanson the executioner had snatched up the Royal head 
and showed its bloody, twitching features to the people 
and by that sight had cliilled the hearts of thousands 1 
The Revolution must be saved. Weak men must , be 
l ashed to courage by fear and horro r. 

The bloody whips, wliich Danton wielded in his great 
hands, made of France, abashed and timorous, the lion 
of the Nations. 

But even these bloody whips were not able to give the 
“ Dreamers " the strength of purpose they needed. It is 
the everlasting curse of Liberals that they believe that 
without the shedding of blood there can be remission. 
Danton determined that the “ Dreamers ” should follow 
King Louis to the guillotine. 

He had, ready to his hand, the means of destroying 
them. The Parliament sat in a hall the back benches of 
which were high up, near the roof. They called these 
back benches, and the people who sat on them, “ The 
Mountain.” The Men of the Mountain, soon to become 
the “ Men of the Terror,” were ready to obey Danton’s 
orders. 

The “Dreamers” were accused of being — dreamers. 
They were swept to prison and the scaffold, they and their 
good, Idnd, generous, feeble ideas. Blood and Iron reigned 
in their stead ; Danton, with Robespierre and Carnot, in 
the background, and the horrible doctor, Marat, the 
mad dog of the Revolution, “ the Friend of the People.” 
Danton formed his War Council — “the Committee of 
Public Safety ” it was called — and swept France clear of 
the “ Glittering Beings ” and their friends the priests. 
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Carnot, a member of the War Council, became the Master 
of the Armies of France, the Minister of War. 

The Parliament was still there ; but it bowed the 
knee to Danton and his War Council and to the Club of the 
Jacobins, that private mccting-idace of the Men of the 
Mountain which had its roots deep in the heart of Paris 
and its branches in every village in France. 

The Revolution had begun to devour its own children. 

Napoleon, in spite of his “ blue blood,” was allowed to 
keep his commission because of the way he had defended 
the Revolution in Corsica. That was Saliceti’s doing ; 
he told, in Paris, the story of what had happened. And 
because he told that story the Bonapartes received, as 
they deserved to receive, immediate help from the French 
Government. Joseph got an appointment as Commissioner 
with the Army which carried a salary of £240 a year with 
lodging and expenses, and Lucien was made a Super- 
intendent of Stores. In addition Letitia received her 
share of the £24,000 which the French Government had 
set aside to help the Corsican refugees whom Paoli had 
driven out of the island because of their loyalty to the 
French Revolution. That Providence in whom the poor 
widow had put her trust had not forsaken her. 

Meanwhile Napoleon was working like a slave to put 
the guns under his charge in a state of efficiency. He 
was thinldng, too ; and he had, whole-heartedly, given 
his support to the new Government of the Men of Blood 
and Iron. 

“ Do you not realize,” he wrote, “ that this is a fight 
to the death between the patriots and the despots of 
Europe ? ” 

And later on, speaking of this time he declared : 

“ There was a time when every man who had a soul 
to save was boimd to be a Jacobin.” 

For the intense and terrible need of the Revolution 
at that hour was rutlilessness — truthless patriotism which 
should strangle and stamp out opposition and weakness 
at home and which should repel invasion on all 
the frontiers. The “ Glittering Beings ” and their 
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sympathizers ; the Priests and their people ; the Kings 
and their soldiers ; King George and Ms ships, — ^what, 
against this mighty array of power, could the undisciplined, 
ill-led, ill-found armies of the common folk hope to 
accomplish without an iron leadership and an iron support ? 
The business of the new War Council was to teach a whole 
nation to eat and to love soldiers’ bread, to destroy utterly 
all weakness and all opposition at home, and to fling back, 
by the force of a new discipline, the foreigner and the 
royalist. 

Those who shudder at the sight of the guillotine and 
the long line of blood-red carts which fed it, day by day, 
with fresh victims ; those whose hearts quail as they 
read of the hideous shootings and drownings, the massacres 
•of old and young, of very young children ; those who 
feel their souls revolted at the spectacle of the horrible 
Marat, the grand, fierce, bullying Danton, the sour, 
spinsterish, bloodthirsty Robespierre, should remember 
that shudderings and horror were the surest weapons of 
these men against a whole world of their nation's enemies 
— ^the fleets of England, the armies of Europe, the faith 
of the Churches. Not tMs world only, but even the 
reputed powers of Eternity made war on France to crush 
and destroy her new freedom and to restore the rule of 
Versailles and the “ Glittering Beings.” 
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The War Council in Paris soon suffered a severe shock. 
This was nothing less than the treachery of the great 
naval base of Toulon, the Portsmouth of France. The 
people of Toulon opened their harbour — one of the best 
in the world — ^to the ships of the King of England and 
the King of Spain. 

The news caused absolute dismay among the friends 
of the Revolution, How could France hope to save 
herself from the Kings when Frenchmen gave the Kings 
help ? Who could doubt, any longer, that the country 
was full of friends of the “ Glittering Beings,” men who 
preferred to hand over their native land to foreigners 
rather than to see the spirit of Versailles cru.shed, men 
who were acting just as King Louis and Queen Marie 
Antoinette had acted while any power remained to them ? 
These men were making use of the jealousy of one ciby 
for another and one district for another to stir up 
trouble. 

But Paris was full of fight. The War Council gathered 
an army in the South and retook both Lyons and Marseilles. 
The red guillotine and the red carts, which fed the guillo- 
tine, were soon at work in these cities. Then the army 
came to Toulon where the ships of the Kings of England 
and of Spain were riding insolently at anchor. 

Napoleon was ordered to proceed to Toulon and take 
charge of the artillery — ^for he was one of the comparatively 
small number of really well-trained artillery ojSicers left 
in the armies of the Revolution. 

Napoleon reached Toulon early in September 1798, and 
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remained there till the end of the siege, ou December 19 
of the same year, when, the English and Spanish sliips 
having been driven out of the harbom, the troops of the 
Revolution entered the town in triumph. It was his 
first taste of fighting on the great scale, and there is no 
doubt that he fought well. It is merely foolish to say, 
however, that it was his genius which conquered Toulon. 
His genius, on this occasion, had no great opportunity — 
for he was only a junior officer. 

His superior officers, though, thought well of liim. 
One of them wote to the War Council in Paris : 

“ I cannot find expressions to depict the merit of 
Bonaparte : much service, as much intelligence, and too 
much coura ge — ^that is a feeble sketch of the virtues of 
this rare officer.” 

The words “ too much courage ” must have pleased 
the young officer about whom they were written most of 
all ; for this was an independent testimony that he 
possessed the greatest of all the virtues of a soldier and 
a patriot. Napoleon had taken any risk to defend the 
Revolution, which had become, for him, in truth, his home 
and his native land, Corsica and France, united together. 
He had played the Spartan, and eaten again the soldiers’ 
bread of his boyhood. And his courage and skill had 
helped to bring defeat and disaster on the ships of the 
King of England which, at that very moment, thanks to 
the treachery of Paoli, were oppressing his beloved 
Corsica 1 With every shot which his battery fired the 
youirg officer had hurled, at the Eirglish conquerors of 
Corsica, the would-be conquerors of the French Revolution, 
his hate and his scorn. Incidentally he received in the 
thigh a severe bayonet wound from an English soldier 
during the siege. 

The War Council in Paris kept representatives of its 
own with all its armies at this time — ^for no one could be 
trusted absolutely. Saliceti, the Corsican, happened to 
be one of the representatives sent to accompany the army 
at Toulon. He was delighted at the success of his young 
friend, Napoleon, whose family had sacrificed so much 
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out of loyalty to the Revolution, and lie recommended 
that Napoleon should be promoted. 

On December 21, 1793, at the age of twenty-four, 
Napoleon became a Brigadier-General. 

This was not by any means an unheard-of piece of 
success. The French armies at that time were full of 
generals under the age of twenty-five. But the new post 
carried with it pay at the rate of £500 a year. Now 
Napoleon could give some really substantial help to his 
mother. Without a moment’s delay he went to Marseilles, 
where his family were staying, and saw to it that the 
woman whom, above all others, he loved and venerated, 
was placed in comfort. That done he addressed himself 
to his new work of “ Inspector of the Coast ” — a post con- 
ferred on him after his promotion. He obtained leave, 
too, to appoint his brother Louis, then sixteen years of 
age, his aide-de-camp, and thus relieved his mother of 
another burden. He was soon ordered to join the Army 
of Italy as Commander of Artillery. 

His old friend Saliccti was, again, one of the three 
representatives of the War Council attached to this army 
— having come to Nice, where the headquarters were 
situated, after leaving Toulon. The other two repre- 
sentatives were Ricord and Augustin Robespierre, the 
younger brother of Maximilian the great Robespierre. 
The year 1794 had begun and already the War Council 
in Paris was full of internal quarrels. The power of mighty 
Danton, who had made the War Council, who had sent 
King Louis to the guillotine, whose hands were red with 
the blood of the massacred victims of September 1792, 
had begun to decline. Danton, it was said, was not the 
man he had been. Blood and iron were his weapons no 
longer; he was growing tender-hearted. He had with- 
drawn himself from the great work of saving France. 
The men of blood and iron to-day were Robespierre and 
Carnot — ^Robespierre for civihan affairs and Carnot for 
the armies. Robespierre — ^so the news ran — ^meant to 
trample every opponent under his feet. 

Robespierre’s younger brother, therefore, was, at that 
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moment, one of the most powerful men in France. 
Napoleon soon found that he was also one of the most 
intelligent men he had ever met. Augustin Robespierre 
believed, as Napoleon believed, that the real spirit of 
the Revolution and of the common people of France was 
t he spirit of “ soldiersVbreadr” the spirit of “ self -control ” 
in a moral as well as in a political sense. France must 
learn discipline and self-restraint. King Mob must go 
to the guillotine as well as ICing Louis, and after that, 
while the countryfolk tilled their fields and the towns- 
people learned to lead sober, frugal lives, the armies must 
thrust back the forces of all the Kings now threatening 
France with ruin. 

The Nation, so the ci-eed of the Robespierres ran, 
must w'ork together for a single purpose — ^the “ home 
front ” as well as the front of battle. 

These were exactly Napoleon’s ideas, and he told 
Augustin Robespierre so. He added that, in his opinion, 
it would not be enough merely to clear France of the 
Kings and their soldiers; it would be necessary, if 
permanent safety was to be won, to defeat the Kings 
and, by invading their countries, to force them to make 
surrender. Napoleon submitted to Augustin Robespierre 
plans, which he had drawn up, for carrying the Army 
of Italy into the enemy’s country. 

These plans, as the world was to learn, were the work 
of the greatest military genius the world has ever known. 
Young Robespierre seems to have recognized their merit, 
because, on April 5, 1794, he wrote to Ins brother in Paris 
and told him about his new friend — & man “of a 
transcendent merit.” He added : 

“ Bonaparte is a Corsican ; he can offer only the 
guarantee of a man of that nation who has resisted the 
blandishments of Paoli and whose estates have been 
ravaged by that traitor.” 

The great Robespierre, when he got that letter, had 
already sent IQng Mob, m the person of the vile Hebert, 
the drowner, to the guillotine. He had followed that 
daring action by turning against, and destroying, the 
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mighty Danton. And now his jealous eyes were actually 
cast in secret hate on his colleague Carnot, the controller 
of the armies. Napoleon’s plans for invading Italy exactly 
suited Robespierre’s own ideas. For whereas Robespierre 
thought that France should carry the war into the lands of 
her foes, Carnot held that the war should stop on the 
frontiers once the foes had been driven across them. 

Carnot and Robespierre had been at variance on this 
subject for some time. But when, on April 6, 1794, as 
the sun was setting over' Paris, great Danton stood — a 
mighty silhouette — on the platform of the guillotine and 
gave his head to the knife, there was none that cared to 
question the word of Robespierre, who had sent Danton 
to his death. Napoleon’s plans were approved. 

Already they had been put into operation. The French 
Army had advanced through the Alps and won immediate 
victory and the soldiers of the Kings were beginning to 
fall away before it. Before the middle of May the plains 
of Italy lay exposed to invasion. The French Army, 
still under the guidance of Napoleon’s plan, and with 
Napoleon in command of its guns, prepared to reap .the 
fruit of its success. The enemy already gave himself 
up for lost, when, suddenly, a comrier arrived from Paris, 
from Carnot, with an order that the French Army should 
not advance. 

“ France,” said Carnot, “ must make no conquests 
except those which are necessary to her liberty.” 

When Augustin Robespierre saw that order — which 
was instantly obeyed — ^he realized that something must 
have gone wrong with his brother’s power and position. 
Even a month earlier Carnot had not, apparently, been 
able to oppose Robespierre. 

Napoleon was not surprised ; for though he cherished 
a real affection for Augustin, his friend, the latest doings 
of Augustin’s brother in Paris had horrified him as they 
had horrified all France. The “ Reign of Terror,” which 
had begun immediately after Danton’s execution on 
April 6, was at its height, and Robespierre was the author 
of the Reign of Terror. Not in Paris only, but throughout 
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all France, the horrible red carts went now, unceasingly, 
and in vastly increased numbers, betw’cen the prisons and 
the guillotine, bearing to their death hundreds of men 
and women, good citizens, whose only fault was that they 
were displeasing to Robespieire or his supporters. Not 
in all the five years, since the beginning of the Revolution, 
had there been witnessed so tremendous and so cold- 
blooded a .slaughter. Every one — even the most ardent of 
patriots — shuddered, knowing that a policy such as tliis 
must bring ruin. For the September massacres of Danton, 
for the trial of King Louis and his death there had been 
reason. These horrors had struck the hearts of traitors 
with fear. There had been reason, too, for the slaughter 
of the Girondists, the “ Dreamers,’* and for the execution 
of Hebert, the courtier of King Mob, and perhaps even 
for the execution of Danton. (For there is no doubt 
that the heart of that awful man had grown sick.) But 
now, when, north, south, east, and west, the armies of 
the Revolution were actually beginnmg to drive back the 
armies of the Kings, the need for blood and iron was less. 
And yet, as the need grew less, the cruelty increased a 
hundredfold. It was said that an immense trench had 
recently been dug to carry away quickly, from the guillo- 
tine in Paris, the torrents of blood wliich that guillotine 
was daily and hourly spilling. 

To-morrow, or the next day, the stomach of France 
was bound to turn. 

It is probable that Napoleon expressed these views 
to Augustin Robespierre — ^nobody else, among those who 
surrounded that young man, would liave dai’ed to speak 
plainly — ^for very soon Robespierre’s brother made up 
his mind to go to Paris. He proposed that Napoleon 
should accompany him and promised that he would 
obtain for his friend the post of Commander of the Paris 
Garrison. 

No more brilliant offer could have been imagined. But 
Napoleon could not bring himself to serve and support 
the man who had made, and was still carrying on, the 
Reign of Terror. His mother and brothers and sisters 
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had moved from Marseille;? to a village near Nice, and he 
went to see them. Lucien relates that : 

“ Najjoleon came over one day more thoughtful than 
usual, and walking between Joseph and me announced to us 
that it depended only upon him to start for Paris next 
day in such a position as would enable him to settle all 
of us advantageously. For my part I was enchanted. To 
reach the capital seemed to me a good which outweighed 
every other consideration. 

“ ‘ I have been offered,’ said Napoleon, ‘ Henriot’s 
post [Commandant of the Paris Garrison]. I must 
give my answer to-night. What do you say ? ’ 

“ We hesitated a moment. 

“ ‘ Well,’ continued Napoleon, ‘ it’s a matter to think 
about. It will not be so easy to keep one’s head on one’s 
shoulders at Paris as at Saint Maximin [where Lucien 
had lost his head and behaved with wild excitement]. 
Young Robespierre is honest, but his brother will stand 
no nonsense. He mil be served. And I — shall I support 
that man ? No ; never ! ’ ” 

Augustin Robespierre went off alone to Paris the next 
day — June 30, 1794. He carried with him a new plan of 
Napoleon’s for a further advance of the French Army and 
also a report : “On the •political position of our armies 
of Italy and Spain.’^ Augustin gave this new plan to his 
brother, and it was shown to the War Council on July 19. 
The great Robespierre approved of it ; but Carnot dis- 
approved, because Napoleon’s plan meant carr 3 dng the 
war into the enemy’s country. Robespierre was still 
strong enough to carry his point, and a messenger was sent 
off to Nice to order that the plan should be carried out. 
A week later Robespien'e, the Man of the Terror, that 
sour, neat tiger, with his sky-blue coat and his nankeen 
breeches, his powdered wig and his squeaky voice, came 
to the end of his reign. He was howled down in that 
Parliament which he had ruled so long ; he was hunted 
through Paris, and at last, broken and bleeding, a sorry 
and a cringing wreck, he went the way along which he 
had sent so many thousands. 
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Paris had watched, in agonized silence, the red cart 
go by which carried Danton to the guillotine ; but when 
the red cart which carried Robespierre, with his bandaged 
face and his broken jaw and his sky-blue coat all dabbled 
•with liis blood, went by, Paris howled with hate. Sanson, 
the executioner only eighteen months before of King 
Louis, and, only nine months before, of Queen Marie 
Antoinette, the executioner of IMadamc Roland and the 
Girondists, of Hebert, of Danton and his company — 
the last but four months ago — ^made short work of 
Robespierre and his brother Augustin and the beautiful 
St. Just and all their friends. 

Tlie. Reign of Terror was at an end. 

But on that 28th of July 1794 France did not realize 
that the Reign of Terror was at an end. On the contrary, 
everybody supposed that the Revolution would go on, 
as before, devouring its own children. Since Carnot 
and the horrible Fouch^ — ^the man with the sheep’s face 
— ^liad triumphed over Robespierre and his friends, it 
was only reasonable to suppose that Carnot would pursue 
the .same policy as Robespierre had pursued. 

That was the view which everybody at the head- 
quarters of the Army of Italy took when, on August 5, 
the news of the executiqn of Robespierre and his brother 
and all their friends arrived. Robespierre, it was realized 
with a tlnill of ten’or, must have had Napoleon’s plans 
of campaign in his hands almost at the moment of his 
fall — ^for who else before Robespierre’s fall would have 
dared to give the order, already received, to carry these 
plans out ? Thus, Carnot, one of the destroyers of 
Robespierre, Carnot, the man who believed in “ going 
slow,” must have his eyes already set in anger on Napoleon, 
the soldier who desired to go quickly. 

In an instant Napoleon found liimself a leper even 
among his friends. The terror of the guillotine was in 
every face into which he looked. 

Saliceti, the Corsican, the old friend of the Bonapartes, 
was no exception to this rule. His courage ebbed out of 
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his boots as he thought that he, too, had been Augustin 
Robespierre’s friend and that it was he, himself, who had 
obtained for Napoleon the post he now held. He could 
almost feel the knife on his throat. His fear made a 
craven and a traitor of liim. Instead of being welcomed 
with eagerness, Napoleon — ^who had just returned from a 
special mission, as an intelligence officer, to Genoa — ^was 
received with chilling silence. No one wished to be seen 
talldng to him. No one wished to know him. And, as 
the days passed, the terror increased : at any moment the 
fury of Carnot might be vented on the young officer and 
his friends. At last cowardice could endure the strain 
no longer. Utterly demoralized, Saliceti and his fellow 
commissioners decided to arrest Napoleon (along with 
his superior officer) in the hope that this action might 
prove to Carnot that they were not Napoleon’s friends. 

There are few more contemptible episodes in history 
than this one. Saliceti actually denouiiiced his young 
fellow-countryman to Carnot — ^believing, undoubtedly, 
that he was sending the young man to the guillotine. 
Napoleon, on August 9, 1794, found himself lodged in the 
gaol at Antibes, a prisoner under suspicion, and with the 
prospect of an early journey in one of the red carts before 
his eyes. 

Even so, he does not seem to have been afraid. He 
wr^e to Saliceti : 

L‘> If the wicked desire my life I will give it them 
willingly, I care for it so little and have so often despised 
it. The thought that it may yet be of use to my country 
helps me to bear the bui’den of it with courage.’^ 

And when his young aides-de-camp, Junot, Sebastiani, 
and Marmont, made a plan for bis escape, and managed 
to let him know about it, Napoleon answered ; 

“ I fuUy recognize your friendship, my dear Junot, 
in the proposition you make me. . . . Men may be unjust 
towards me, but for me my innocence is sufficient — ^my 
conscience is the tribunal before which I summon my 
conduct. This conscience is calm when I question it. 
Do nothing therefore ; you would compromise me.” 
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A few days later news arrived that the Reign of Terror 
was indeed over. It Imd died with Robespierre, and 
because every one was sick to death of bloodshed and the 
guillotine, no one wished to bring it back to life. Carnot 
was not, therefore, to be feared. 

The cowards now took courage. They invented some 
reason to cover their shame and released Napoleon on 
August 22. He hurried to see his mother, who w’as living 
near his prison and learned that his brother Joseph had 
got married, on August 1, to the daughter of a rich silk 
manufacturer in Marseilles, Julie Clary. Julie had brought 
Joseph a dowry of £6,000. Stranger still, Lucien, at the 
age of nineteen, had changed his name to “ Brutus ” 
Bonaparte, and married the daughter of an innkeeper, a 
girl two years older than himself, who could neither read 
nor write — an excellent girl nevertheless, said Napoleon’s 
mother. 

Napoleon returned to his post with the Army of Italy. 
Carnot had already ordered this army to “ go slow,” but, 
the enemy having attacked, it was necessary to do some- 
thing. Again Napoleon drew up a plan. It was put into 
execution and the enemy was hurled back. 

Napoleon, at St. Helena, told, against himself, and with 
shame and regret, a story of this time. It seems that a 
married woman, the wife of one of the French Com- 
missioners, had fallen in love with the good-looking boy of 
twenty-four. The boy became infatuated, and consented 
to take the woman with him to the outposts of the army — 
that is to say, under fire. He ordered an attack of outposts 
which succeeded with the loss of a few men. But his 
conscience, as he confessed twenty-seven years later, 
never ceased to trouble him, because the attack had not 
been dictated by piurely military motives. He had been 
showing off before a woman who had turned Ms head, and 
his wicked folly had cost human life ! TMs story rests 
solely on Napoleon’s own word. Why he should have 
confessed his sin I do not know, unless it be that that sin, 
more than any other of his life, grieved and ashamed 
him 
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Just -when a great victory seemed to be at hand a 
message arrived from Carnot : “ Go slmo.” 

Napoleon, immediately after this, received an order 
to take uj) the command of the Artillery of an expedition 
being fitted out in Toulon to try to recover Corsica from 
the English King. This new post must have filled the 
heart of the young General with strange enthusiasm, for 
he knew that Paoli was already in difficulties with the 
English and that Corsica was, once again, being compelled 
to kiss hands — ^in this ease English hands — which oppressed 
her. Alas for his hopes ! The sliips of England had to be 
overcome before Corsica could be reached. In spite of 
the fact that six months liad been spent in equipping the 
expedition, the French Navy was severely beaten as soon 
as it put to sea ; the transports full of troops, wliich it 
was escorting, had to make what escape tliey could. 
Napoleon and his gunners disembarked again at Toulon, 
in March 1795, without having fired a shot. 

At Toulon, Napoleon learned that, during his absence, 
the French Army had been reorganized and that 800 
officers had been dismissed as incompetent. He was not 
among these 800. On the contrary, a note had been added 
to his name on the army list : 

“ Sas a real understanding of his htsiness." 

He received new orders to take up the command of 
the artillery of the array of the West — of La Venddc — 
that part of France where civil war between the friends of 
the “ Glittering Beings ” and the Revolution was now 
raging. This was a bitter blow to the young General, 
for he disliked exceedingly the idea of making war against 
his fellow-countrymen, and, moreover, he had carried 
out so careful and so prolonged a study of the Italian 
frontier, where the Army of Italy was still fighting, that 
he felt that it was sheer folly to remove him from this 
army. But, soldier-like, he swallowed his feelings and 
took the coach for Paris. 

Before leaving the South, however, he visited Joseph 
in Marseilles and made the acquaintance of his new sister- 
in-law. At Joseph’s home he met Joseph’s wife’s 
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younger sister, Desiree, by whom he was very much 
attracted. But the fair Desiree, “ D4sir4e the Silent,” 
destined one day to become Queen of Sweden and ancestress 
of the present Swedish Royal Family, did not return that 
affection. 

Napoleon had last quitted Paris during the awful 
massacres carried out by Danton, ” the Man of September.” 
Then, the men of Blood and Iron, Danton, Robespierre, 
and Carnot, had been just about to begin their reign by 
destroying the Government of the “ Dreamers.” Now, 
strangely enough, the boot was on the other leg. Exactly 
eight days before Napoleon’s arrival in the capital the 
small band of the Men of the Terror who had managed 
to escape the fate of their leader, Robespierre, had made 
a fresh bid for power against the Government which had 
sent Robespierre to the guillotine. 

This Government, though it contained Carnot, w'as 
really another Government of “ Dreamers.” It spoke of 
itself as moderate, neither for the “ Glittering Beings ” nor 
for the Men of the Terror, and it spoke with reverence of 
the “Dreamers” whom Danton had destroyed. It was full 
of good resolutions and weak wills, but there were a few 
strong men among its members. Its strong men saved 
it when the Men of the Terror and their mob came marching 
against it from the gutters and alleys and actually broke 
into its Parliament House. 

Vile women and criminals, along with sincere patriots, 
cut-throats, butchers, assassins; along with earnest, though 
ignorant, lovers of the Revolution, had poured, that 
evening, into the Parliament and threatened to drag the 
President, Boissy d’Anglas, from his chair. They had 
actually murdered one of the members of the Parliament, 
They had shouted, too, for bread and called Boissy 
d’Anglas “ famine d’Anglas.” It had been like the march 
of the women to Versailles over again, and it had lasted 
all night. 

But on the morrow — ^May 21 — ^the Government got 
the upper hand. The new " Dreamers,” as a whole, were 
terrified almost out of their wits, but they had plucked up 
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courage, after the danger was over, and actually sent 
several batches of prisoners to the guillotine. All members 
of Parliament who were believed to be friendly to the 
Men of the Terror were rounded up and punished. Even 
the great Carnot — because of his past — ceased, for the 
moment, to count. 

These punishments, natm*ally enough, delighted the 
friends of the “ Glittering Beings ” who had suffered so 
terribly when the Men of the Terror were in power. 
“ Thank God,” they cried, “ that vengeance and justice 
have come at la.st.” Many of them added : “ Our turn 
is near at hand" Language of that sort was heard 
even in the Parliament House ; for the real .strong men 
of the Revolution were fallen. 

Napoleon’s friend Saliccti, who had belonged to 
Robespierre’s party, was among those ordered to be 
arrested, and was in hiding in Paris in the house of the 
Permons — ^the parents of the little girls who had long ago 
nicknamed Napoleon “Puss in Boots.” Saliceti, who 
had been so ready to betray his friend, was now in abject 
terror of his own life. Napoleon called at the Permons 
and happened to meet him on the stairs. Saliccti 
trembled ; would the man whom he had betrayed, betray 
him in turn ? He need have had no anxiety on that 
score. 

But the fall of Saliceti, and this second defeat of the 
Men of the Terror, left Napoleon without supporters in 
Paris. Worse still, he was himself, as he soon discovered, 
associated — ^in the minds of his oflRcial superiors — ^with 
the newly-fallen party owing to his connection with 
Auguistin Robespierre. When he called at the War Office 
to receive his orders he got what was perhaps the greate.st 
rebuff of his life. He learned that he, a General of 
Artillery, had been appointed to command one of the 
brigades of Infantry engaged in the Civil War. As the 
Artillery was, at that time, a “ crack ” corps and the 
Infantry a mere object of contranpt, no more cruel snub 
could have been administered. 

Napoleon could scarcely believe his ears. There must, 
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he felt, be some mistake. He begged an interview with 
the War Minister, Aubry, and pointed out that he was an 
artillery officer with years of special training and experience 
behind liim. Aubry, a notorious fool, replied : 

“ You are too young. You must let your elders go 
first.” 

“ One ages quickly on battlefields,” replied Napoleon, 
“ and I have just left one.” 

Aubry refused to change his absurd decision. 
N apoleon, whos e attacks of fever were still.. troubling 
l^j . alL.(mfi£liI.wSi]EJsick' the state of liis health 

perfectly entitled him to do. It was pointed out to him 
that he was running a grave risk of being dismissed from 
the Army. He didn’t care; he would not be made a 
fool of — ^nor see the Revolution cheated of a skilled 
officer at a moment when it needed every skilled officer 
it possessed. 

As it happened he knew slightly one important person 
of the new Government — a man whom he had met first 
during the siege of Toulon. This was “ wine-women-and- 
song ” Barras, then a rising light, and a person of some 
will power. Napoleon called on Barras and told him about 
the madness wliicli was afoot. Barras hurried to the War 
Minister and expostulated. He could get no satisfaction 
beyond a grudging statement that General Bonaparte 
might stay in Paris for the present — on half pay. 

Napoleon wrote to a friend ; 

“ I have been ordered to serve as General of the Line 
in La Vendde. I will not accept. Many soldiers could 
direct a brigade better than I, and few have conxmanded 
artillery with greater success.” 

Napoleon knew well what a risk he was running in thus 
defying authority, and the prospect of losing half of his 
pay worried him dreadfully, more especially as he had 
heard that Joseph had just lost his employment and was 
now living on his wife’s money, thanks again to the new 
Government, and that Lucien had managed, as a conse- 
quence of his fiery political speeches and of the fall of 
the Men of the Terror whom he had consistently supported, 
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to get himself imprisoned at Aix. Nevertheless he was 
determined not to give way. He sold various possessions 
and ruthlessly cut down his expenditure. Then he busied 
liimself on Lucien’s behalf and succeeded in getting that 
hot-headed fellow released. He sent Lucien a sum of 
money. For himself, once again, he ate soldiers’ bread. 

Pari.s, however, was not eating soldiers’ bread. The 
bitterness of death, for the gay capital, was past. 

“ Luxury, pleasure, and art are once more,” wrote 
Napoleon to Joseph, “ taking place here in an astonishing 
manner. . . . Carriages and smart people begin to 
reappear, or rather they seem to forget, as one forgets a 
dream, that they ever ceased to glitter . . . women are 
everywhere — at the theatres, out driving, at the lectures. 

. . . The men are mad about them ; they think of nothing 
else and only live by and for them.” 

That spectacle distressed Napoleon — ^for it seemed to 
show that the strong spirit of the Revolution, which he 
loved, was growing weak. Could it really be that the 
“ Glittering Beings ” were going to be restored to their 
power and the brother of the late King — “ Louis XVIII ” 
as he called himself — summoned back to the throne ? 
The young General grew deeply melancholy. He wrote 
to Joseph : 

“ If this goes on I shall end it [my life] by no longer 
turning away when a carriage passes. I am sometimes 
astonished at myself, but that is an abyss to wliich I have 
been brought by the moral spectacle of this country and 
my familiarity with danger. . . . For my part I am but 
little attached to life and regard it without great solicitude. 

. . . Life jjs a dream which soon vanishes. ” 

These months, June, July, and August 1793, were 
terrible months for Napoleon, but his stubborn spirit 
would not yield. He was not going to throw away all 
his special training and take on a Job he could not perform. 
He wandered about the hot streets of Paris in a kind of 
dull despair. His clothes grew shabby and he took to 
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wearing his old hat thrust down over his eyes. His hair 
(it was long to his shoulders, after the fashion of the time, 
cm-ly and of a bright chestnut colour) was badly powdered. 
He wore, usually, a shabby iron-grey coat — of the same 
make as that which, later, was to become a symbol to 
the world. Gloves had been given up ; his boots were 
worn. To make matters worse his hopes of being loved 
by Desiree Clary were dashed to the ground. Joseph, 
in a letter, told him plainly that his sister-in-law did not 
care for him. 

He is a strange spectacle, this Napoleon of the year 
1795, who, in less than twelve months Avas to possess, in 
Italy, more than the power of a King and who stood then 
only nine years distant from the greatest throne in the 
world. (He is so dejected, and yet so determined; so 
scornful of the luxury about him and yet so lonely ; so 
bitterly poor and yet so proud that he refuses help from 
anybody. . . . lAbove all, his love of the Revolution and 
his hatred of the “ Glittering Beings ” and their friends 
are so strong as almost to constime him. 

The new Government had invented one of the craziest 
notions Avhich ever entered the minds of men : this was 
to move Ministers about from one post to another, and 
one committee to another, every few months — ^in a kind 
of political “ General Post.” The idea Avas to prevent 
anybody from getting too strong a grip of anything — 
and so, perhaps, making of himself a second Robespierre, 
The system of “ General Post ” decided that Aubry, 
the fatuous Minister of War, should go elsewhere. His 
place — so far as personnel Avas concerned — ^was taken 
by a man named LctouriAeur. Another new man, 
Pontecoulant, an able and energetic administrator, had 
been put in charge of military operations. 

Pontecoulant soon found that the mess and disorder 
in the War Office was too great to be cleared up single- 
handed. Everything was m utter confusion ; important 
papers were missing ; urgent demands from Generals in 
the field had been flung aside and left unanswered. He 
was in despair ; he told Boissv d’Anelas, the President of 
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the Parliament, that he must get some expert help from 
a soldier who knew something about the technical side 
of the work. 

“ I met yesterday,” said Boissy d’Anglas, “ a General 
on half-pay. He has come back from the Army of Italy, 
and seemed to loiow all about it. He might give you 
some good advice.” 

The suggestion seemed worth acting on. Pontecoulant 
sent for General Bonaparte. He relates that, in answer 
to his summons, there came to his room in the Tuileries 
“ a young man with a wan and livid complexion, 
bowed shoulders and sickly appearance.” 

Pontdcoulant could not remember the young man’s 
name, though he had been told it by Boissy d’Anglas. 
He listened to Napoleon and then asked him to make a 
written memorandum of his views. This was merely 
“ a polite way of getting rid of him,” for, as Pontecoulant 
told Boissy d’Anglas the next day, “ Your man seems 
to be mad” 

Boissy d’Anglas, who had seen Napoleon since the inter- 
view, declared : “ He thought you were laughing at him.” 

Napoleon made a report about the Army of Italy — 
it was really a second edition of the old plan of campaign 
for that army which he had given to Augustin RobespieiTe 
and which the great Robespierre had approved a few days 
before he went to the guillotine. He carried this plan to 
Pontecoulant and left it with his secretary. Pontecoulant 
read it and began to change his mind about Napoleon’s 
madness. He sent for the young General a second time : 

“ Would you like to work with me ? ” he asked. 

“ Yes,” said Napoleon, and at once sat down to the 
work-table. 

Pontecoulant soon found out what sort of an assistant 
he had obtained. Napoleon worked each night till S a.m. 
and attended all the meetings of the War Committee. 
He drew up plans ; answered questions ; examined reports. 
He became, in a day, the brain of the whole organization. 
His chief was so pleased, and so bewildered, that he 
asked the young General what he could do for him. 
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“ I want to be reinstated in the Artillery,” said 
Napoleon, 

Pontecoulant went off to Letoumenr, the successor 
of the idiotic Aubiy, and the director of personnel, and 
demanded that his assistant’s case should be recon- 
sidered. 

“ No,” declared this ex-officer, who, at forty-two years 
of age, when, he took to polities, had not risen above the 
rank of Captain and who prided himself on being a stern 
disciplinarian. 

Pontdcoulant could do no more. Worse still, the 
system of “ General Post ” was about to move him off 
to another job and put this very Letourneur in his place. 
Napoleon became, automatically, the secretary of the 
minister who had just refused to reinstate him in the 
Artillery. 

Nevertheless Letourneur, realizing how valuable 
General Bonaparte was, proposed to retain his services. 
Napoleon begged to be excused from that honour. He 
had seen enough of the hopeless muddle of the War Office 
to sicken him — apart altogether from the grotesque 
“ General Post ” system. It appalled and horrified him 
to think that the splendid armies of the Revolution were 
under the control of these ever-changing, ignorant, and 
stupid chiefs. No wonder the “ Glittering Beings ” were 
raising their heads again ! No wonder the Kings, in arms 
against France, had good hopes of overcoming her ! 

Napoleon went to Pontecoulant and asked him to 
use his influence to get him appointed to a special military 
mission which was then about to be sent to Turkey — ^at 
the request of the Sultan of Turkey. His reason was that 
the mission was to be staffed entirely from the Artillery. 
Thus, by a back door, he would return to his beloved guns. 
He would also, wliile the mission lasted, secure good pay 
and so be able the better to help his mother, who had been 
compelled, once again, to reduce her manner of living. 
Pontdcoulant again spoke for his friend, and tlus time 
the appointment was made. An order was now issued 
relieving “ General of Brigade Bonaparte ” of his post — 
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the post he had refused to fill — ^witli the army in La 
Vendde. 

It -vvas September IS. The mission to Turkey was not 
due to leave for some little time, but there were many 
details to arrange. Napoleon threw himself with immense 
enthusiasm into the work of outfitting. He ordered 
books and instruments and urged the War Office to allow 
him to take with him vai’ious officers of his own choosing 
— for he was appointed leader of the mission. His request 
was considered at a meeting of the War Council held on 
October 1. It was agreed to, subject to the approval of 
Artillery headquarters. That particular meeting of the 
War Council had not, however, finished with Napoleon 
when it agreed to his going to Turkey — ^though neither 
he, nor the members of the Council, realized the fact. 
By some extraordinary mistake, there slipped through — 
at this same meeting — an order removing the name of 
General Bonaparte from the active list of officers, “on 
account of his refusal to take up the post assigned to 
liim ” — i.e. the post of General of Infantry in La Vendde, 
of which, a fortnight before, he had been officially relieved 
and which, in consequence, was no longer vacant. 

Here was a Gilbertian situation indeed. Poor Napoleon 
was the head of a French Military Mission to Turkey ; 
but he was no longer a French officer. And he was no 
longer a French officer because he had refused to obey 
an order which, a fortnight before, had been withdrawn 
in order to allow of his being appointed head of the 
Military Mission. Once again Muddle and “ General 
Post ” between them had resulted in a state of chaos. 

Nevertheless the position — ^though obviously due to 
error — ^was serious, as Napoleon saw at once. For, since 
he was not on the list of officers— since he had been struck 
off the list — ^it was quite likely that he would now be told 
that he could not go to Turkey. 

He might, too, fail to get his name restored to the list. 
The possibility — nay, the probability — of absolute ruin, 
the ruin of his whole career, stared him in the face. 



CHAPTER XXXI 

IN A SINGLE NIGHT 

Napoleon and his plan were on the street because of the 
hopeless muddle into which the conduet of the War 
Office had fallen. He knew this — ^for he had seen the 
inner workings of the War Office. He was able to 
realize also into what a feeble state the Revolution itself 
was coining. 

The causes of this feebleness were, he saw, the fact 
that the Government stood between two ever-present 
dangers — ^the outside danger of the Kings and the inside 
dangers of the “ Glittering Beings,” the Royalists, on the 
one side, and of the Men of the Terror on the other side. 
So long as the Kings threatened the frontiers of France the 
Men of the Terror and the Royalists would be perpetually 
in excitement — the Men of the Terror to prevent the Kings 
from marching into the country, and the Royalists to 
welcome them and so perhaps regain their own lost 
power. 

Nothing, Napoleon saw, could end that “ sce-saw ” of 
danger except victory — ^real smashing victory over the 
Kings and their armies. Carnot’s idea of “ Go Slow ” 
was, he realized, fatal and utterly wrong ; for to go slow 
against the Kings meant, sooner or later, either a return 
of the Men of the Terror with their red carts and their 
guillotines or else a return of the “ Glittering Beings.” 
Victory over the Kings, on the other hand, would rob both 
the Men of the Terror and the Royalists of their power 
and their influence ; it would give to the , spirit of the 
Revolution, the spirit of freedom and equality and “ self- 
control,” a chance to develop itself. Only a soldier, 

TAP 
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thouglifc Napoleon, could save the spirit of the Revolution 
and rescue that spirit from the cruelties and horrors which 
had become associated with it during the reigns of Danton 
and Robespierre. And yd the War Office itself scarcely 
seemed to know one kind of soldier frffin another — a gunner 
from an infantryman ! 

Napoleon’s depression increased as these ideas pursued 
each other through his mind. The Revolution, he could 
see, was staggering. The new Government, in spite of its 
recent victory over the Men of the Terror, was composed of 
helpless creatures. They talked beautifully, but they did 
nothing to curb the luxury and shameless extravagance 
of Paris. They did not help the poor ; they neglected the 
peasants. No wonder the Royalists were growing more 
active and more hopeful every day. After all, things 
could not be worse, and might be better, if a King returned 
to Versailles. 

The Royalists, moreover, had lately been supplied with 
a new and a powerful means of appealing to the popular 
S 3 Tnpathy. On June 9, 1795, the poor little son of King 
Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette had died in the foul and 
hideous prison into which the Men of the Terror had thrust 
him. That beautiful and kindly child, robbed of father 
and mother, and not even allowed to see his sister who 
was his fellow-prisoner, beaten day and night by his jailer, 
the ruffian Simon — ^beaten so that his poor body was 
black and blue and covered with sores — ^tormented, roused 
nightly from his sleep, starved, taunted, terrified, 
depraved, had at the last lost his reason. 

Then tuberculosis had attacked the poor, wasted 
frame. There were great swellings at the joints ; there 
were ulcers on the body ; vermin swarmed on the child’s 
hair. Here was a true story to wring the hearts of all 
men and all women who possessed hearts capable of 
being moved — ^the story of another Holy Innocent whom 
great numbers of pious Frenchmen during his lifetime 
thought of as their King — King Louis XVII.” In this 
October 1796, four months after his death, the martyred 
boy, the King who had never reigned, had become a figure 
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of infinite pathos. The Royalists told how, one night, 
when the loathsome Simon had done beating the little 
lad, he asked him : “ If you became King, what would you 
do to me ? ” And how the little lad had answered — ^just 
as his father and his mother had answered on the steps 
of the guillotine — “ I would forgive you.” 

Napoleon, whose heart had sickened at the Terror and 
who, because his heart had sickened, had refused to serve 
Robespierre — “ ifiai man ” — in Paris, reahzed very clearly 
how powerful must be the effect on ordinary, decent folk 
of stories such as this one. Why had not the new' Govern- 
ment had the humanity, after Robespierre fell, to treat 
the poor little prisoner kindly ? Why had they not had 
the sense to see that kindness to so helpless a victim must 
now be their own best policy ? Kindness and firmness 
at homej the strength and courage of a lion on the 
frontiers — that ought to have been their policy. But 
instead, the dying words of a little child — “I would 
forgive you ” — ^haunted men’s ears. Already the Revolu- 
tion, wliich had brought freedom and hope to millions of 
Frenchmen — ^the simple, honest, hard-working peasantry 
of Fi'ance — ^Iiad become smirched and stained. The 
honours were no longer with the down-trodden people ; 
they had passed over to the ICing and Queen and 
the martyred boy — ^to Louis who had prayed for his 
tormentors ; to the widow, once the splendid Sovereign, 
mending her rags in her dreadful prison ; to tlie cliild 
murmuring, “ I would forgive you.” 

Worse still, the Royalists could point to the profligacy 
of the new Goveriunent — ^to the women who “ were 
everywhere and ruled ever 3 rthing.” Had Vei'sailles ever 
exhibited a more shameless spectacle ? Napoleon, under 
the necessity of trying to get the mistake, which had 
removed him from the Army, rectified, soon found out that 
unless he could obtain the ear of one of these women, he 
had no chance of being listened to. Appomtraents went 
by favom*, nowadays, not by merit, in this new Paris of 
the Revolution which, but yesterday, had been so bitter 
an enemy of all favour. 
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He knew a few of these women — ^foi’ his acquaintance, 
Barras, had invited him to the “ At Homes ” of the lovely 
Madame TalUen (the girl whose beauty made every man, 
who saw it for the first time, gasp). Napoleon knew, as 
all Paris knew, that Madame Tallien was “ wine-women- 
and-song Barras’ ” mistress. He was not earned away 
by her ; he was “ not happy \vith women.” His position 
began to wear a very unpromising look. 

Meanwhile, however, King Mob was being roused once 
again — ^this time by the Royalists. For King Mob will 
serve any master who offers him plunder and human 
blood. On October 8 a great mass of people collected 
in front of one of the theatres and began to utter threats 
against the new Government, which, it said, was trying 
to rob the public of its liberties. The timid Government, 
towards night, sent some soldiers to disperse the mob, but 
the torches which the soldiers carried were snatched from 
their hands and extinguished and the soldiers themselves 
were driven away. 

The Parliament, learning of this, summoned more 
soldiers from the neighbomring camp of Sablons. On 
October 4 the trouble got worse. The General in charge 
of the camp of Sablons, General Menou, did not wish to 
bring his men to Paris to fire on the mob, and arrived 
very late and in a very hesitating frame of mind. He 
received an order to march against the mob, assembled 
in one of the districts of the city. He obeyed this order, 
but without real energy. The leaders of the mob, which 
consisted for the most part of Royalists, were gathered in 
a convent, and General Menou, having filled the street 
leading to the convent with his troops, entered the building 
alone. He demanded that the mob should at once be 
disarmed. This was refused. The leaders of the mob, 
however, promised that, if the soldiers were taken away, 
they would tell their own followers to go home. 

General Menou actually agreed to these humiliating 
terms. He gave the order to his men to retire from the 
street. That retirement meant, in fact, that the leaders 
of the mob were m ''tf*r<' of thp sitiT^tion. The soldiers 
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of the new Government, instead of rushing to defend it, 
had almost, if not quite, gone over to the side of the friends 
of the “ Glittering Beings.” They had shown the very 
utmost reluctance to fire on the Royalists. 

Napoleon had gone to the play that night and Avas 
seated in a box at the Theatre Feydeau Avhen a friend 
found him and told liim what Avas happening. Instantly 
he hurried to the street and made his way toAvards the 
convent. He Avas just in time to see the soldiers of General 
Menou marching aAvay. 

Napoleon knew exactly what that amazing spectacle 
meant. It meant that for the moment Royalty had won, and 
that the Revolution stood in imminent danger of collapse. 
Here, before his eyes, was the result of the sad muddle 
at the War Office, of the policy of “ Go Slow ” on the 
frontiers, of the senseless cruelty to the little son of King 
Louis, of the rule of the profligate Avomen in Paris. 
The same causes which had destroyed Versailles, six 
years before, Avere noAv, apparentlj’-, about to destroy the 
Revolution. 

Napoleon hurried aAvay to the Parliament House and 
managed to get into the gallerj\ He wanted to hear and 
see the effect on the Parliament of the ncAvs that its troops 
had forsaken it and gone over to its enemies. He saAV 
exactly what he expected — ^uproar, confusion, terror, and 
rage, the spectacle of men taken by surprise, of other men 
secretly overjoyed that their plans were succeeding and 
that their hom: of triumph Avas about to arrive — ^for the 
“ Glittering Beings ” had many friends in the Parliameiit. 
When the first excitement died doAm a little, it was pro- 
posed and carried that Barras, Napoleon’s acquaintance, 
Avho had commanded the Paris troops on the day of 
Robespierre’s doAvnfall, should be placed at the head of 
the troops instead of General Menou. General Menou, it 
was declared, was evidently a traitor to the Revolution 
and must instantly be removed from liis post, 

Napoleon left the Parliament House and walked back 
to his lodging. He had scarcely arrived there before one 
of hi*' friend*', nnme to tell him th“t Bnvrf*s AVP.nted to sce 
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him at once. He hurried oif with this friend and was 
introduced to the presence of the new commander. 

“ We need an artillery oilicer,” Barras said, “ I offer 
you the post of Second-in-Command to myself.” 

Napoleon, who was dressed in the “grey coat of history,” 
was so overwhelmed that for a moment he remained speech- 
less. Ho was both timid-looking and bashful. 

“ I give you tliree minutes to think it over,” Barras 
remarked shai’ply. 

They stood facing one another. At last the young 
General said : 

“ I accept, but I warn you that, once my sword is out 
of its scabbard, I shall not replace it till I have established 
order.” 

It was one o’clock in the morning of October 5, 1795 — 
the 13th Vend^maire according to the grotesque Calendar 
of the Revolution — and, already, the victorious mob 
of Royalists was making ready to crush the Parliament. 
Napoleon decided that all that was possible now was to 
defend the Parliament House — which was situated in the 
King’s Palace — against the mob — ^exactly what King 
Louis had failed to do on August 10, 1792, three years 
before. His next thought was : Guns. Where were the 
guns ? How could he get them ? 

■ He rushed away to visit General Menou in the prison 
to which that unfortunate man had just been conducted, 

“ How many guns have you at the camp at Sablons ? ” 
he asked. 

He got the information he wanted. A few minutes 
later he ordered Murat, a cavalry officer, to gallop at the 
head of 800 horse to Sablons and bring these guns to Paris. 
The order was given not a moment too soon, for the 
Royalists had also learned about these guns and had also 
sent off to secure them. Napoleon’s men arrived at the 
same time as the Royalists. Murat managed to seize 
the guns before his enemies reached them. He yoked 
horses to them and thundered back with them to Paris. 

Napoleon meanwhile had completed his plan of action. 
All told, and including police, he had available about 
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8,000 men. He posted them in every street leading to the 
Parliament House. He got a large supply of food into the 
Palace, and a large supply of ammunition ; and he made 
arrangements to have hospital beds prepared for the 
wounded. He also prepared a line of retreat — in case his 
Iotccs should be overwhelmed. Then he placed his forty 
guns and gave strict orders that his men were not to fire 
unless, first of all, they were attacked. 

There was no attack until four o'clock in the afternoon. 
Then firing began. Napoleon at once sent a supply of 
musketry and ammunition into the Parliament House 
itself and told the members of Parliament to arm them- 
selves. That action revealed the fuU extent of the danger. 

The Parliament remained seated, in dead silence, 
while the battle began in the gardens and streets outside. 
Napoleon had a horse waiting for him in the courtyard of 
the Palace — ^that is, of the Parliament House ; he mounted 
it aiid rode out to one of his batteries, which was just about 
to be attacked by the enemy. Napoleon ordered the 
battery to open fire at once. 

Ten minutes later he had swept clear the whole street, 
the Rue St. Honor6, that thoroughfare in -which Robes- 
pierre had had his modest home and along whieh, invari- 
ably, the red carts had travelled to the guillotine. 

The Royalists were not, however, dismayed. Since 
they could not reach the Palace along the streets, they 
resolved to reach it from the other side, by the bridges 
over the Seine. Napoleon had foreseen that move. He 
had placed several batteries of guns in positions, to com- 
mand the bridges. Eight thousand men came marching 
along the quays and began to cross the bridges. They 
were allowed to advance for a few moments -without 
opposition. Suddenly Napoleon, who was standing at 
the point of danger, gave the order to fire. Grapeshot — 
that famous “ wliiff of grapeshot ’’—smote the enemy in 
front j grape.shot smote him from the side. He reeled and 
bi'oke. Indescribable confusion and panic seized his ranks. 
The bridges, in an instaiit, were abandoned. The assailants 
of the Parliament were hmled back to their streets. 
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It was six o’clock. In less than an hour and a half 
Napoleon had defeated the Royalists and saved the 
Parliament and the Revolution. 

He rode through the streets directing his men in the 
work of following up their victory. The next morning, 
October 6, the last flickers of resistance were extinguished. 
The Revolution reigned supreme. And all this had been 
accomplished with but little bloodshed. Napoleon was 
the hero of the hour. Barras, indeed, told the Parliament : 

“ It is General Bonaparte whose prompt and skilful 
dispositions have saved this Assembly.” 

The Parliament called Napoleon before it and thanked 
him publicly. That same day his name was restored to 
the list of officers and he was promoted to the rank of 
General of Division. On October 26, three weeks later, 
he became General-in-Chief of the Army of the Interior 
and took up his abode at the headquarters of that army 
in the Rue des Capueines. He appointed to his staff his 
old friends of the Army of Italy, Junot and Marmont, and 
also his brother Louis. For secretary he chose his step- 
uncle, young Fesch, Grandmamma Fesch’s son by her 
second husband. 

In a single night Napoleon had become famous. He 
had won his fame, too, by saving the Revolution from the 
" Glittering Beings,” from the men whose hands had 
oppressed his native island. In addition he had taught 
King Mob that the days of his power in the good city of 
Paris were ended. Here is his own account of his action : 

” The news was very bad. They [the Members of 
Parliament] then put the matter in my hands and set 
to discussing whether they had the right to repel force by 
force. 

“ ‘ Do you intend to wait,’ said I, ‘ until the populace 
gives you permission to fire at it ? ’ . . . 

“ On that I left ‘ the lawyers ’ [Members of Parliament] 
to drown themselves in their hwn flood of words and got 
the troops on the move,” 
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Napoleon had plucked from the Royalists the victory 
which had already seezned to belong to them. From that 
hour the hatred of the Men of Versailles was assured to 
him and the hatred also of the Kings, whose hopes had 
risen high in these last months. This General Bonaparte, 
with his cannon, had upset everything. 

General Bonaparte, meanwhile, went to the War 
Olflee and begged that Menou, the hesitating soldier who 
had so nearly ruined everything, might be released froizi 
prisoix and acquitted of the charge of treason. This was 
granted. Then he wrote to Joseph to say that Lucien had 
been appointed a Commissioner xvith the Army of the 
Rhine, and added : 

“ I have sent the family [his mother and sisters] about 
£2,S00. You need not therefore be uneasy about them. 
I am still very pleased with Louis, he is my captain aide- 
de-camp. . . . Jerome is at College, where he is learning 
mathematics, Latin, and drawing.” 

Napoleon was now really well off. In the very moment 
of his prosperity he had sent off a large sum of money to 
his mother and had, in addition, for his mother’s sake, 
provided for all his younger brothers. His new post, one 
of very great responsibility, made him a big public figure, 
and he was, of course, ovei*whelmed with invitations. He 
accepted few of these, for he heartily disapproved of the 
reign of the women and the ever-growing love of gambling. 
But he made an exception in the case of invitations to the 
house of Madame TaUien — ^for he had already met there a 
yoimg widow who had interested him profozmdly. 
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This lady, “ the Citizeness Beauharnais ” — ^to call her 
by the absurd title then given to her — was the daughter 
of a planter in the West Indies who, before the Revolution, 
had married a French nobleman, the Viscount de Beau- 
harnais. Her husband had been employed at Versailles 
ab the Court of King Louis, and, consequently, Josephine 
had moved in the great world of the past, where her 
girlish Ijeauty had won her much flattery and attention. 
When the Revolution began, the Viscount de Beauharnais 
declared for the Parliament and fought in the ranks of the 
Revolutionary armies. But, in spite of that service, 
Robespierre threw him, and his wife also, into prison. 
The Viscount went to the guillotine. The Viscountess had 
been doomed to travel likewise in the red carts ; but 
Robespierre’s death saved her. She had emerged from 
prison, with her two young children, utterly destitute. 

In these circumstances Josephine did what many 
other pretty yomig women who had lost their means of 
livelihood did at that time ; she attached herself to one of 
the leaders of the Parliament. In this case it was Barras 
— “ wiue-women-and-song Barras,” the man who had 
chosen Napoleon to defend the Parliament — ^who was 
selected as protector. Barras got back for Josephine a 
part of her husband’s property ; and then he grew tired 
of her, because Madame TaUien had turned his head. 
The pretty widow, now tliirty-two years of age, began to 
feci her position a difficult and precarious one. She set 
about looking for a fresh protector. And, in all the 
drawing-rooms she visited, she told people that it had 
been prophesied about her, as a girl, by an old negi'ess on 
her father’s plantation, that, some day, she would be Queen 
of Prance ; “ though I am not to die Queen.” That story 
amused immensely the good Republicans of the year 1796. 

. It often happens that young meix of twenty-six fall in 
love with Avomen of thirty-two, and this is the more likely 
to happen when the yoimg man has strict ideas and the 
woman lacks them. For the eyes of “ plain living ” are 
singularly blind when passion clouds them. Napoleon 
fell madly — ^there is no exaggeration in the word — ^in love 
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with Josephine. “ To judge by appearances,” said a 
woman who saw them together in Madame Tallien’s 
drawing-room, “ it was his first passion and he felt it with 
all the energy of his character.” 

Josephine seems at first to have been rather amused. 
She had had love made to her since her girlhood — and by 
the most famous lovers of the world. The gayest of the 
“ Ghttering Beings,” themselves, had bowed over her 
white hand in the Gallery of Apollo at Versailles, and, 
since the fall of Robespierre, the leaders of Revolutionary 
France had paid court to her. Beside these masters of 
the art of gallantry tliis solemn, love-sick boy must have 
cut but a sorry figure. 

Amusement, however, could not continue in face of 
the all-consuming devotion of Napoleon. Josephine 
passed from smiles to worry. The little General actually 
wanted to marry herj and to marry her at once too. 
It was really tiresome. And yet, was he not everywhere 
spoken of as the coming man, the Saviour of the Revolu- 
tion ? She wi'ote to a friend : 

“ You have seen General Bonaparte at my house. 
Well, it is he who is good enough to wish to act as step- 
father to the orphans of Alexander de Beauhamais, as 
husband to liis widow 1 ‘ Do you love him ? ’ you ask 
me. No, I do not ! ‘ Then you dislike him ? ’ No, but 
my state is one of tepidity towards him, that is displeasing 
to me and wliich, from a religious point of view, would 
shock good people more than anything else. 

“ Barras assures me that, if I marry the General, he 
will obtain for him the command in Italy. Yesterday 
Bonaparte was talking to me about the favour, which is 
already causing some of his brothers-in-arms to grumble, 
although it has not yet been granted. ‘ Do they imagine,’ 
he said, ‘ that I need protection in order to rise ? They 
•will be only too glad when I accord them mine. My sword 
is by my side and ■with that I "will do anything.’ 

” I do not know how it is, but, sometimes, this ridiculous 
assurance gains upon me to such an extent as to make me 
believe possible all that the man suggests to me ; and -with 
his imagination who can tell what he may not attempt ? ’ 
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Napoleon wrote in a different fashion : 

“ Sweet and incomparable Josephine, what is this 
curious effect you have upon my heart ? If you are 
angry, sad or ill at ease my heart is broken and I have no 
rest ; but can I have any when, giving myself up to the 
profound sentiment that governs me, I draw from your 
lips, from your heart, a flame that scorehes me I ... A 
million kisses ; but give me none, for they set ray blood 
on fire.” 

I have often pictmed the beautiful, lazy, blue-eyed 
Josephine, with her mop of chestnut curls, receiving this 
letter from her little soldier, and then allowing her good- 
humoured, indolent mind to go straying back to the galle- 
ries and the gardens of Versailles. Poor little soldier I 

In January 1796 Napoleon formally proposed to 
Josephine. He was accepted and the engagement was 
announced. Even so, however, J osephine had her moments 
of doubt. One day, while her fiancd was with her, she 
actually called on her lawyer to ask his advice. She left 
Napoleon in the ante-room but omitted to shut the door 
of this apartment behind her, when she passed into 
Raquideau’s private room. Napoleon heard Raquideau, 
the lawyer, exclaim in loud tones : 

“ What ! Marry a man with nothing but his sword 
and his uniform, who owns at most a little house I An 
unknown General, without a name, without a future, below 
all the great Generals of the Republic ! Much better 
marry a shopkeeper 1 ” 

Napoleon pretended that he had not heard. But he 
made up his mind to have liis revenge on that lawyer. 
Eight years later, one evening, Raquideau was summoned 
to attend the Emperor Napoleon at the Palace of the 
Tuileries. 

“ I have sent for you,” said, the Emperor, “ to give you 
this ticket for a front place in the Cathedral to-morrow 
[the day of Napoleon’s coronation], so that you may be 
able to see clearly to what the unknown General has 
brouffht vour dient,” 
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Once more there had been a change in the type of Govern- 
ment. The Government Napoleon had saved, with its 
multitudes of committees, had given place to what was 
called a Directory — one committee. This was, in a seme 
at any rate, a return to the War Council of Robespierre’s 
day— though not to the methods and manners of that 
Council, Barras was one of the five Directors — ^the Big 
Five — Carnot, whose star had risen again, was another. 
They set about trying to pull things together, and one of 
their first cares was to find a General to command the 
Army of Italy, the anny whose headquarters were at Nice, 
the army which had never had a success since Napoleon 
and his plan of campaign were taken away from it. 

The Big Five had three names before them for this post. 
Carnot, who began to see that his policy of “ Go Slow ” 
was not a good policy, proposed the name of Napoleon 
whose plan of campaign he had not forgotten. Barras 
seconded this name and one of the other Directors sup- 
ported it. The fourth Director proposed Bemadotte, the 
man who was destined to marry Desiree Clary, Joseph’s 
sister-in-law, and to become King of Sweden. The fifth 
Director proposed another name. So Napoleon was 
appointed by a majority. 

It was February 23, Napoleon fixed the date of 

his marriage to Josephine for March 9. The wedding 
took place on that day at ten o’clock at night and was 
performed by the Mayor of the district, who went to sleep 
before the bridal party arrived and had to be roused up 
by the biid^oom. Barras and Tallien, the husband of 
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Madame Tallicn, vrevc ■witnesses. There was no honey- 
moon. 

Two days later, on March 11, Napoleon started out, in 
a post-chaise, for Marseilles to take over his ncAV command. 
He had the famous plan of campaign in his pocket — that 
plan Avliieli Robespien’e had read almost on the steps of 
the guillotine, and ■which Carnot had turned down, that 
plan ■which had earned for its author the suspicion of being 
a madman, that plan which, at last, had secured him the 
leadership of a great army. Fi-om that hour, Napoleon 
never again lost the supreme command. 

His heart, though, was heavy ; for his love of Josephine 
Avas greater than ever and his agony at parting from her 
prostrated him. 

“ Every instant takes me farther from you,” he -wrote, 
Avhile the horses of his carriage were being changed, 
“ adorable creature, and every instant I feel less that I can 
bear being separated from you. I rack my brains to 
imagine what you are about.” 

He need not have done that had lie been anytliing at 
all of a man of the -world. Josephine, as any man of the 
world could have told him was inevitable in her case, Avas 
busy amusing herself with other men. 

“ Oh, be not gay,” Avrote the simple fellow, “ but rather 
someAvhat melancholy, and, above all, may your soul be 
exempt from grief as your body from illness.” 

As well urge upon a cat ; “ Be not fond of the fire,” 
Josephine did not hide her relief to be quit of her little 
soldier who Avas so annoyingly impetuous. She hoped the 
campaign in Italy, about which she was so dreadfully 
tired of hearing, Avould last a very long time. 

Her husband had other ideas. He kneAV that every- 
thing — absolutely everything — depended on speedy 
results, and this not for his own sake alone, not even 
chiefly for his oAvn sake, but for the sake of the Revolu- 
tion. For, in truth, having saved the Revolution in- Paris 
by his “ whiff of grape-shot,” Napoleon had set before 
him the aim of saving it also on the frontiers. 
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He knew his problem, this mathematician, down to the 
last point. He saw that, as things stood, Erancc was 
exactly in the position of a besieged town. France was 
surrounded by a wall of steel both on the land and on the 
seas, where the ships of the King of England blockaded 
every one of her ports. Unless this wall of steel could be 
pierced, or, better still, tlrrown down, the Revolution must, 
in the long run, be destroyed. For food tends to gi-ow 
scarce— r-it was scarce already — ^in a besieged city, and trade 
and industry are heavily hampered. Money, too, is needed 
in such large amounts to keep and feed the armies, that 
ruin continuously tlireatens. 

These are the very conditions in which King Mob lifts 
up his head. These are the conditions in which parties and 
factions flourish. To-day it would be the Men of the 
Terror ; and then, to-morrow, the Royalists. Of good 
government and freedom there could be none — ^for shocks 
and alarms, the fear of invasion, the fear of famine, the 
fear of ruin, would everlastingly follow each other. The 
wall of steel, then, must be pierced, and it must be 
pierced quickly. Napoleon by this time knew his 
Government and his War Office ; he knew his Paris. He 
knew that, though Carnot had, for the moment, given up 
his policy of “ Go Slow,” he w'ould probably return to 
it again. He knew that Barras, the vain, good-natured 
swashbuckler, would never associate himself TOth an 
unpopular cause. He knew that, even now, as his carriage 
bore him southwards through the scenes of his youthful 
labours and privations — ^Lyons, Valence — a fresh outbreak 
was being planned, in the clubs and caf^s, by the Men 
of the Terror and that Paris was full of spies and agents 
of the Royalists. 

Unless he could, almost at one blow, strike down the 
wall of steel and put to rout the armies of the Kings, the 
Revolution would, very likely, take a new turn; and 
every change now, as he clearly saw, — ^a change back to 
the red carts and the guillotine or a change in the direction 
of the “ Glittering Beings ” — ^led straight to Versailles. 
Even Paris would grow sick of change; men would cry 
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out for peace, and rest and the fruit of their labours. In 
that day the Kings, who wci*e anxiously awaiting that day, 
would proclaim : “ We will make peace with your rightful 
icing. Call him back to rule over you and your troubles 
will be at an end.” 

But last, and not least, it was necessary to the salvation 
of the Bevolution that the soldier, who should cast down 
the wall of steel, should be free to develop and complete 
liis victory. He must not be interfered with ; liis decisions 
must not be subject to control exercised in Paris. Napo- 
leon knew that, in order to obtain this vital necessity of a 
free hand, it was essential to carry public opinion with him 
— not the violent passion of Kujg Mob, but the enthusiasm 
of the mass of the people, of the intelligent townsmen 
and the hard-working peasants. These folk loved the 
Revolution just as he himself loved it. They believed in 
it, just as he himself believed in it. They were proud of 
it, just as he himself was proud of it. Yet what had they 
load on wliich to sustain their love and faith and pride ? 
At the best only material advantages ; at the worst ci’uelty 
and horror, the red carts and the guillotine, the shoutings, 
the drownings, the hangings — ^the awful junketings of 
King Mob. 

Napoleon, as he di'ovc to Marseilles, resolved that the 
blow he was going to strike against the wall of steel should 
be swift and terrible. He resolved also that every lover of 
the Revolution in France should share the thrill and glory 
of that blow and be in a position to realize its meaning, 
both for the present and for the future. Already, in his 
great plan, provision had been made for securing the 
” home-front ” as well as the front of battle. 

The would-be saviour of the Revolution, the Man with 
the Plan, arrived in Marseilles and at once hurried to 
embrace his beloved mother. Letitia lived in comfort 
now, but Napoleon assured her that better things were to 
come. Perhaps he repeated the remark he had made to 
a friend before he left Paris : 

“ In three months I will be either at Milan or Paris ” 
— ^that is, victorious or ruined and recalled. 



“ THIS STRIPLING ” Kil 

He reached Nice, Iiis headquarters, on March 27, and 
found a shock awaiting him. The so-ealled “Army of 
Italy ” was little better than a band of ragamuffins. How 
it liad deteriorated since last he saw it ! As much as had 
his Corsican Volunteers after Paoli turned his back on them. 
So much for the War Office in Paris ! The staff officers 
included Massena, Augcreau, the big ex-feneing master, 
and Berthier. They looked coldly on “ this stripling ” 
who had come to command them. What sort of a cliild 
was this to set over gi’own men ? Augcreau, wdio seems Lo 
have felt like Goliath of Gath in the presence of the strip- 
ling David, related that he was disgusted until sometliing 
in the thin, pale, girlish-looking lad’s eye caught his 
attention. Then he experienced the sense of having 
been quelled. 

The army consisted of about 30,000 men. These men 
were in the utmost distre.ss. They were clothed in rags, 
many of them w'ere barefooted, none of them had received 
any pay for months. They Hved as best they might — 
usually by stealing or raiding — but they bore their sorrows 
bravely : were they not fighting for the Revolution ? 
The Man with the Plan addressed them : 

“ Soldiers,” he said, “ you are ill-fed and almost 
naked. The Government owes you much, but can do 
nothing for you. Your patience, your courage do you 
honour but procure you neither glory nor advantage. I 
am going to lead you into the most fertile plains in the 
world ; you will there find large cities, rich provinces ; 
you will there find honour, glory, and wealth. Soldiers of 
Italy, would your courage fail you ? ” 

The Army of Italy, in vulgar phrase, “ sat up and 
rubbed its eyes.” For years it had been rotting in this 
dreary neighbourhood because of Carnot’s policy of “ Go 
Slow.” Was the time of action really at hand at last ? 
The men shouted for joy. And their joy was not le.ss 
when, a little later, thanks to an arrangement which 
Napoleon had made with a contractor, some of the arrears 
of their pay came to them. Even so, however, there was 
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scarcely a horse iu the whole army — the guus were horse- 
less aiid everything was in utter confusion. A fine army 
tliis to lead against the picked troops of Austria and 
Sardinia who, in any case, were present in the proportion 
of two to one ! 

The Man with the Plan set his teeth. It was Milan or 
Paris iu three months — ^thc Revolution or Versailles. On 
April 11, 1796 — one month after he had left Paris — he 
gave the order to march. Napoleon’s “ First Italian 
Cam23aign ” had begun. 

Napoleon’s first great love affair, meanwhile, was 
causing him agonies of apprehension, for Josephine was 
not answermg his letters as warmly as he desired : 

“ I am not satisfied with your last letter,” he wrote 
on April 7, four days before the campaign began, “ it is 
cold as friendship. I have not found that lire wliich 
kindles your looks and which I have sometimes fancied 
I found there. But how infatuated I am I I found your 
previous letters weigh too heavily on my mind. The 
revolution which they produced there invaded my rest 
and took my faculties captive. I desired more frigid 
letters, but they gave me the dull of death. ” 

With this chill of death upon him, with his passion 
burning his soul, the Man completed the details of his Plan. 
And then he struck. The naked ragamuffins sprang, at his 
word, at the throats of the soldiers of the Rings : one 
ragamuffin to every two soldiers. 

Italy, as everybody knows, is shaped like a human 
leg, the knee of which presses upon France. The Alps 
cross the thigh like a garter. But they are continued also 
down the front of the leg like a shin-bone. In this latter 
position they are called the Apennines. Napoleon, in 
order to reach the plains of Northern Italy — ^the calf of 
the leg — ^must cross the “ shin-bone.” 

The ragamuffins swarmed up the chosen mountain 
pass — ^the Pass of Montenotte. The Man stood on a little 
knoll to watch their progress. As he had expected would 
happen the enemy — this case the Austrians — ^had 
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mistaken his real intention. The pass was guarded by a 
relatively small body of troops. The ragamuffins rushed 
at them and overwhelmed them. As night began to fall 
the Austrians were defeated and the Man liad his first 
2,000 prisoners, five guns, and four colours. Two days 
later, on April 14, his soldiers found their foe — ^the massed 
troops of Austria and Sardinia — ^rallied to receive them 
among the mountain gorges at Millcsimo. This time the 
number of prisoners was 6,000, including tw'o Generals, 
thirty-two guns, and fifteen colours. On the following 
days victories were won at Dego. But greater than these 
triumphs was the fact that the Austrian Army and the 
army of the King of Sardinia were now separated from 
one another. No longer were the odds against Napoleon 
as tw'o to one. 

The Man heard that some of his soldiers had been 
looting ; punishment swift and terrible befell those men. 
He had seen th^ heroism of a young officer, Lannes ; he 
made him a Colonel on the field. The army came to the 
heights and saw, spread before it, the plains of Northern 
Italy with their great rivers and their mighty girdle of 
snow and ice — ^the High Alps. “ Look,” cried Napoleon, 
“ Hannibal crossed these Alps ; we have got round them.*' 

Everything was going “ according to plan.” But the 
question now arose whether to folloAV the Austrians across 
the “ knee ” — ^that is, across Italy — or to turn to the right 
and attack the army of Piedmont (the army of the King of 
Sardinia). Napoleon asked the question of his Generals ; 
in fact, he had answered it in his o^vn mind long ago. 
Before he could safely follow the greater army he must 
get rid of the lesser. 

Swift as the spring of a tiger he turned towards Turin — 
the capital of the King of Sardinia. Another battle, at 
Mondovi, on April 22, gave him 3,000 prisoners, dght guns 
and ten colours. The smaller of the two armies against 
which he was fighting was out of action after eleven days. 
The next day the King of Sardinia, a Bourbon and a 
relation of [the Kings of France, hauled, down his flag. 
He hadjhad enough, and wanted to make peace. 



104 


ACCORDING I'O PJ^AN 


Napoleon’s officers said that no peace should be given 
liim ; was he not a King ? But the Man with tlic Plan 
knew better. He had no time to spare on trifles ; what he 
wanted was the destruction of tlie great army of Austria 
now rallying on the plains in front of him. So long as that 
army remained undestroyed the wall of .steel had not been 
effectively pierced. So, in spite of his Generals, and 
W'ithout wmting to consult the War Office in Paris on the 
subject, he made at Chera.sco an armistice with the King 
of Sardinia on condition that three of the great fortresses 
of that kingdom were handed over to him at once, that 
all the roads of that kingdom were opened to him, and 
that the remains of the army of that kingdom were 
dispersed. The three fortresses contained, as Napoleon 
knew, food and ammunition, guns and horses. 

“ Soldiers,” cried the Man in a new proclamation, 
" in a fortnight you have gained six victories, taken twenty- 
one pairs of colours, fifty-five pieces of cannon, several 
fortresses, and conquered the richest part of Piedmont ; 
you have made fifteen thousand prisoners and Idlled or 
wounded more than ten thousand men ; you have hitherto 
been fighting for barren rocks, rendered glorious by your 
courage, but useless to the country ; you now rival, by 
your services, the army of Holland and of the Rhine. 

“ Destitute of everything, you have supplied all your 
wants. You have gained battles without caimon, crossed 
rivers without bridges, made forced marches without shoes, 
bivouacked without brandy and often without bread. 
The Republican phalanxes, the soldiers of Liberty, alone 
could have endured what you have endured. Thanks be 
to you for it, soldiers ! 

“ Your grateful country will owe to you its prosperity ; 
and if your conquest at Toulon foreboded the glorious 
campaign of 1798, your present victories forebode one still 
more glorious. The two armies, which so lately attacked 
you boldly, are fleeing, affrighted before you ; the perverse 
men who laughed at your distress, and rejoiced, in thought, 
at tific triumphs of your enemies, are confounded and 
trembling. 

“ But, soldiers, you have done nothing since more 
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remains to be done. Neither Turin nor Milan is yours. . . . 
There arc said to be among you some whose courage is 
subsiding and who would prefer returning to the summits 
of the Apennines and of the Alps. No ; 1 cannot believe 
it. The conquerors of Moutenottc, Dego, and Mondovi 
are impatient to carry the glory of the French people to 
distant countries ! ” 


That proclamation was -written for the Aiiny of Italy, 
but not for the Army of Italy only. It was written also 
for the public of France, for Paris and Lyons and Marseilles, 
for a thousand towns and hamlets. It spoke to France, 
glowing in her new-found liberty, but weary to death of 
horrors and plots and intrigues. It cried to Frenchmen : 
“ See what manner of men you are, you soldiers of liberty. 
Neither the Kings nor Nature herself, neither famine nor 
distress, neither hardship nor sword can prevail against 
you. It is the Revolution, the spirit of freedom which 
has made you what you are.” 

The Man had not miscalculated. Exactly what he 
meant to accomplish that he achieved. Paris and all 
France thrilled at the sound of his words. For the first 
time the Revolution had found its sanctuary in public 
opinion — as opposed to public fury or public excitement. 

But Napoleon did not mean to rely only on proclama- 
tions. That deep student of men’s hearts knew that, 
always, the symbol is more potent than words, however 
grandly spoken. He sent the captured colours to Paris 
in the charge of his aide-de-camp, Junot, that men and 
women might see them and touch them and, seeing and 
touching, become partakers of the spirit which they 
expressed — ^the spirit of self-sacrifice for country, of self- 
restraint, of the heroic men and -women of Sparta, of all 
those who, in all ages, have relinquished luxury and ease 
and become the eaters’ of soldiers’ bread. He knew that, 
against these strained and trampled trophies, neither the 
rage of the Men of the Terror nor the whispered promises 
of the Royalists would prevail. Against the sentiment 
which -the trophies must arouse the intrijgucs of enemies, . 
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anxious to defeat the Plan, or to prevent its full execution, 
would certainly fail. Already, within a fortnight, the 
“ home froi\t ” was becoming organized for the victory 
of the Revolution. 

Junot presented the colours to tlie Directors in Paris 
at an imposing ceremony- The capital gave itself up to 
transports of joy. 

The Man, meanwhile, was still tortured by his love of 
.Josephine. On April 24, on the day of triumph, lie -wTotc 
to tell her this and to introduce to her Joseph, wlio had 
accompanied him so far but was returning to Paris. 

“ My brother,” he said, “ will give you this letter. 
I have for him the most lively affection. 1 trust he will 
obtain yours ; he is worthy of it. Nature has endowed him 
with a gentle, even, and unalterably good disposition ; he 
is made up of good qualities. He wishes ho hve, with his 
little wife, far from the great whirlwind and from great 
events.” And then : 

“ You have been several days without writing to me. 
What are you doing then ? Yes, my kind, kind love, 
I am not jealous, but sometimes uneasy. Come soon. 
I warn you, if you tarry, you will find me ill. Fatigue 
and yoitr absence are too much for me at the same time. 
Your letters make up my daily pleasure and my happy 
days are not many.” 

Then he mentions the flags — in seven words — and 
urges Josephine to come to him with the bearer of 
them : 

“ But you are about to come, are you not ? . . . But 
travel gently, the route is long, bad, fatiguing ... go 
gently, my beloved.” 

“ What an odd creature Bonaparte is ! ” said Josephine 
when she got this letter. Fancy his being so stupid as to 
think that a pretty woman would wish to leave the drawing- 
rooms of Paris for a soldier’s camp 1 And especially at a 
moment when all Paris was calling her “ Our Lady of 
Victory ” and when — thanks to the “ odd creature ” — she 
had become a popular heroine. 
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The Man got fewer and fewer letters. He quenched the 
longings of his heart and turned again to his Plan : the 
pursuit of the Austrian Army. In this piusnit he would 
require to march across one of those small states, which 
at that time were clustered thickly in Northern Italy. 
Already the Duke of Parma had sent messengers to make 
terms — ^the best terms which coidd be obtained. Napoleon 
demanded two millions in money, 1,000 horses for his 
artillery, wheat and oats, hospitals, and finally twenty 
pictures from the Duke’s collection to be chosen by French 
connoisseurs and sent to Paris. One of the chosen pictures 
W'as that of St. .Terome. The Duke of Parma offered a 
million to save it. His offer Avas refused. 

“ This million,” said Napoleon, “ we should soon spend. 
. . . A ma,sterpiece is everlasting; it will adorn the 
country.” 

Napoleon Avas perfectly entitled to take his indemnity 
in pictures instead of money if he chose. It Avas the Kings, 
not the Revolution, who had made this war, and there 
was not one of them Avho did not levy indemnities when 
victory croAvned his arms. Consequently the complaints 
of the Kings about the stealing of Avorks of art have no 
substance. Napoleon did not steal ; he levied the usual 
tribute, just as tribute Avas levied, and rightly levied, by 
England and France after the Great War. Nor need it 
be supposed that his choice of pictures, instead of money, 
showed a deep passion for art. The truth is that pictures 
and statues were included in the Plan. They AA'ere taken 
that France might see them, and, seeing them, might enter 
into the glory of the armies of the ReA^olution. Other 
Revolutionary Generals had sent pictures and colours to 
Paris, from Holland and the Low Countries ; but they had 
not sent them in such a manner as to strike the imagination 
of the people. Napoleon’s proclamations prepared the way 
for his pictures; Lis colours and his cannon made the 
pictures glorious and eloquent in their glory. As from the 
mouth of a trumpet, he spoke to men’s hearts ; and it was 
the actual spirit of the Revolution Avhich spoke to them. 
Every eye in Prance was turned to the plains of Northern 
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Italy where the wall of steel was at last being burst asunder. 
The next stage of the campaign would have twenty millions 
of Frenchmen as its witncs.ses. 

That was Avhat Napoleon had .striven to achieve, for 
thus alone, in his vicAv, could the Revolution be saved. 

But the Man had another object in view. In his own 
veins, as in those of so many Corsicans, flowed the blood 
of Italy. And Italy, as a nation, did not exist. That 
distracted land was ruled by aliens ; it was parcelled up 
into a ho.st of petty states and principalities. The “ hands 
which oppressed ” were, everywhere, raised against the 
native people who, during centuries, had kissed them. 

What a mission to become the Liberator of Italy — a new 
and a nobler Paoli ! What glory to bring to that land of 
glory the spirit and the liberality of the Revolution, to 
strike down the hands which oppressed, and in the name of 
the French people to raise up the fallen nation I 

Napoleon did not talk about Italian independence ; 
but he talked and wrote in such a fashion as to lead the 
minds of his fellow-countrymen towards this splendid 
ideal. And thus he instilled into their minds a new, 
apostolic zeal quite diffcreirt from the frenzy which, in the 
early days of the Revolution, had caused France to offer 
her armies to any nation desiring to be free of its King. 
Let the peoples save themselves from their own Kings ; 
but let oppressed peoples be saved from their alien 
oppressors I 

Austria ruled the greater part of the North of Italy — 
the “ calf ” of the leg, the rich plains of Lombardy. And 
her hand was heavy on the rich plains. Then there was the 
Republic of Venice, that once-great State, the “ Queen of 
the Adriatic,” fallen, now, into indolence and arrogance 
and weakness. There was Tuscany, too, and then, half- 
way down the “ shin,” the states of the Church, ruled by 
the Pope and domineered over by monks. At the ” ankle ” 
the Kingdom of Naples began. On the throne of Naples 
sat another ICing of the house of France, a weak and stupid 
man, very like poor, Louis XVI and, like him, married to 
an Austrian Princess, the sister of Marie Antoinette. The 
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Government in Paris was eager that Napoleon should march 
against these various rulers — ^that is, that he should march 
down the “ leg ” towards the ankle. 

The Man knew better. All the r)ther French con- 
querors ol' Italy had followed this plan and always the same 
result had ensued : while the eonqueror was marching 
down the “ leg ” the Austrians had struck at his lines of 
commxmication in the neighbourhood of the “ knee ” 
— and so forced him to rush back in order to avoid being 
cut off. 

Napoleon made up his mind to march, not down the 
“ leg ” towards Rome, but aci'oss the “ leg ” towards Milan 
and Verona and Venice. This would bring him again to 
the Alps, at the far end of the semicircle which that mighty 
range of mountains makes round Northern Italy. He 
proposed to drive the Austrians back over the Alps and 
pursue them towards Vienna, their capital, on the other 
side of the great mountains. With that object in view 
he launched his ragamuffins — ^fed now and paid, but not 
clad — ^towai'ds the River Po. A move, both subtle and bold, 
enabled him to cross that river at Placentia as it seemed 
at a stride and to hurl his forces, on the following day, 
May 8, against those of the Austrian General. Napoleon 
had less than 30,000 men, the Austrians more than 40,000. 
Yet the Austrians were routed and left 2,500 prisoners, 
many guns, and three colours behind them. The road to 
Milan, that great city, was open. 

But the Man was not ready yet to enter Milan, He 
wished to destroy completely the Austrian Army before it 
escaped into the passes of the Alps. He wished to get 
behind the Austrian Army and actually to cut it off from 
the passes, and so, by depriving it of a way of escape, to 
force it to surrender. The Bridge of Lodi was the critical 
spot. If he could reach that before his enemy and hold it, 
he would achieve his purpose. 

He reached the Bridge of Lodi. On the other side 
of the bridge there were drawn up 12,000 footmen 
and 4,000 horsemen, the pick of the soldiers of Amstria. 
They had twenty cannon, too, placed so as to command 
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the bridge, ai\d they had sharp-shooters ■withoi\t number. 
The Man looked at that formidable array and rvent 
forth from the shelter of the village of Lodi to inspect 
the bridge and the river banks. A hail of bullets and of 
grape-shot welcomed him and his aides-de-camp, but he 
heeded it irot. He completed his iirspection, made his 
plan, and returned to the village. He passed through the 
ranks of his army and .spoke to the soldiers, exhorting 
them to the awful task which he wished them to perform, 
and which — as they had seeir — ^he had himself sampled. 
His soldiers, watching him as he moved along the river 
bank among the hail of bullets and the grape-shot, and 
despite the skill of the sharp-shooters, had held their 
breaths. This was courage of the sheer, absolute kind 
which compels all men with irresistible force. “ Little 
Corporal ” they named him that day in the access of over- 
whelming pride and love. 

The “ Little Corporal ” gave the order to take the 
Bridge of Lodi. 

“ Take it,” he cried, “ at the double.” 

The column sprang to obey. The whole head of the 
column was swept to annihilation. The survivors reeled 
and rushed forward again. Now they are on the bridge ; 
now across the bridge ; now at grips with the gunners on 
the opposite bank. The footmen are rushing against 
them, bayonet to bayonet. They, too, are overthrown. . . 

The Austrians, however, managed, in spite of all that 
heroism, to make good their escape. The Man of Lodi 
had only his prisoners and his twenty captured guns, 
but he laiew in his heart that his Plan was safe. 

“ It was at Lodi,” he said long afterwards, “ that I 
first realized that I might play a really decisive part.” 

The next day. May 15, Napoleon marched his raga- 
muffins into the city of Milan. He was a month ahead of 
the time-table he had given himself when he left Paris. 
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THE GAIlTEll 

The Man had not miscalculated. No sooner did news 
that he had routed the Austrian Army reach Paris than 
Carnot began to hark back to his policy of “ Go Slow.” 
Tliis young General Bonaparte took away the breaths of 
the five Directors. 

And so a messenger was sent off to Napoleon telling 
liim that General Kellermann was to be associated with 
him. His army was to be divided into two ; one part was 
to remain in Northern Italy under Kellermann, while, 
with the other part, Napoleon marched to Rome and 
Naples. Carnot’s plan was not Napoleon’s plan. The 
Man saw aU the folly of it at a glance— for while he was 
advancing down the “ leg ” to Rome, the Austrians would 
return through the Alps and destroy Kellermann and then 
he himself would be cut off and destroyed. No wonder 
the Italians had a proverb : “ Italy is the grave of the 
French'^ The Man knew that it w'as now or never with 
him. Either his proclamations and his pictures had done 
their Avork in creating a real public opinion in France on 
which, in this hour of crisis, he could rely, or they had 
failed to create that public opinion. In the former case, 
the Directors Avould not dai’e to deprive him of his right 
to follow up his victory in his own Avay ; in the latter case, 
victory was lost already, and, with victory, the Revolution 
itself. 

Napoleon wrote to Carnot : 

“ Kellermann would command the army as well as I ; 
for no one is more convinced than I am of the courage and 
audacity of the soldiers, but to unite us together would 

in 
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ruin everything. ... It is better to have one bad General 
than two good ones. War is, like government, decided 
in a great degree by tact.” 

Napoleon added that, in his opinion, the French ought 
to follow the Austrians — ^their really formidable enemy. 
If the Austrians wei’c defeated, the Pope at Rome and the 
King of Naples in the “ ankle ” would soon give way. 

Carnot and the other Dh-ectors, when they got this 
letter, realized that they did not dare to refuse. If they 
allowed General Ronaparte to resign his coimuand, the 
French nation would, they knew, sweep them away. 
For the first time a Government of the Revolution bowed 
before public opinion. The Man, now, had his chance to 
follow up his victory and utterly break down the wall of 
steel which he had pierced. He addressed his soldiers : 

“ Soldiers 1 ” he cried, “ you Irave rushed like a torrent 
from the summits of the Apennines ; you have overthrown, 
dispersed everything that opposed your progress. Pied- 
mont, delivered from Austrian tyranny, has returned to 
her natural sentiments of peace and friendship for France. 
Milan is yours and the Republican flag waves throughout 
all Lombardy. . . . 

“ These successes have produced joy in the bosom of 
the country ; your representatives have ordered a festival 
dedicated to your victories which are celebrated in all the 
communes of the Republic. There, your fathers, your 
mothers, your wives, your sisters, your sweethearts are 
rejoicing in your achievements and boasting with pride 
that you belong to them. Yes, soldiers, you have done 
much ; but is there nothing more left for you to do ? 
Shall it be said of us that we knew how to conquer, but not 
how to follow up the victory ? But I see you already 
running to arms. Well, let us set out. We have still 
forced marches to make, enemies to subdue, laurels to 
gather, injuries to revenge. Let those who have whetted 
the daggers of civil war in France, who have basely 
assassinated our ministers [the Pope’s soldiers had done 
this], who burned our ships in Toulon [the King of Naples 
had done this], let those tremble ! The hour of vengeance 

Vine t'triif*!.-. 
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“ But let not the Italian people be alarmed, ’NA'e are 
friends of the people eveiyrvhere, more particularly of the 
descendants of the Brutuscs and Scipios, aiid the great 
men whom we have taken for our models. To re-e.stablish 
the Capitol, to set up there, "with honour, the statues of the 
heroes -who rendered it celebrated, to rouse the Roman 
people, stupefied by centmies of slavery — such will be the 
fruit of our victories. . . . 

“ The French people, free and respected by the whole 
Avorld, will give to Europe a glorious peace w'hich will 
indemnify her for the sacrifices of all kinds that she has 
been making for the last six years. You will then return 
to your homes, and your fellow-citizens, pointing to you 
will .say : ‘ He belonged to the Army of Italy,’ ” 

There, indeed, spoke the eater of soldiers’ bread, the 
Spartan of Valence and Auxonne, Paoli’s man. And the 
soldiers, to whom the proclamation was addressed, realized 
the fact. Had they not, with their own eyes, seen the 
“ Little Corporal ” go out alone, into that hell of fire at 
the Bridge of Lodi to inspect the ground and complete his 
plans ? Did they not know with what remorseless severity 
the Man punished indiscipline and looting? There was 
one law for all — ^for the General-in-Chief and for the drum- 
mer boy — ^thc law of soldiers’ bread. And woe to him 
who broke it ! Woe to the tOAvn or village which broke its 
faith with the Man ! Woe to the people who laid hands on 
his sick or wounded or on his supplies I 

The town of Pavia found tlrat out. Lying in the rear 
of the French Army, it opened its gates to the enemies of 
that army, nobles and monks and friends of the Austrians. 
French sick were murdered and the safety of the whole 
French Army threatened. But the Man, galloping to the 
scene, forced his way into the town and re-took it. His 
soldiers shouted for leave to pillage. 

“ Pavia,” said Napoleon at St. Helena, “ is the only 
place I ever gave up to pillage. T had promised it to the 
soldiers for twenty-four hours ; but after three hours I 
could bear it no longer and put an end to it. Policy and 
morality are equally opposed to tlie system. Nothing is 
so certain to disorganize and completely ruin an army.” 
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The soldiers, in their three hours, looted all the jewellers’ 
shops in the town. A large number of the insurgents were 
shot. The lesson sufficed. The friends of the Austrians 
threatened the rear of the French Army no more. 

The ragamuffins were ragamuffins no longer. Napoleon 
liad clothed them in Milan. The Army of Italy was 
beginning to look like an army — like one of the greatest 
armies which Em-ope had ever .seen. The Man marched it 
across Lombardy into the lands of the Republic of Venice. 
In these lauds, in the town of Verona, he who now called 
himself King of France, “ Louis XVIII,” the brother of 
poor Louis XVI, Avas living in exile. Venice tried to play 
with the Man just as it had always tried to play with the 
Austrians — and so keep its independence. The Man was 
not to be played with. He demanded that his troops 
should be allowed to pass in peace through the Venetian 
laards, that the town of Verona should be opened to him 
and that provisions should be supplied. He promised to 
pay for what he took : 

“ Let the Republic of Venice furnish my soldiers with 
what they need,” he declared. “ She may afterwards settle 
with the French Republic.” He added : ” We are not 
making war on any Government j we are the friends of all 
those who shall assist us to confine the Austrian power 
within its proper limits.” 

“ That Mow-,” said the Venetians to whom this state- 
ment was made, ” will someday have great influence over his 
country.” 

The Venetians fell in with Napoleon’s wishes. The 
Austrian Army was beaten and driven into the Alps, The 
army of the ragamuffins had crossed Northern Italy — 
the “ leg ” — from sea to sea. Southern Italy — ^thc Pope 
and the King of Naples — was cut off completely from 
communication Avith the Austrians. The French Army, 
in fact, occupied a position exactly corresponding to that 
of a garter Avorn just below the “ knee.” Austria had 
been driven back up the “ tliigh.” The wall of steel was 
not only pierced, it Avas broken down. The Pope and the 
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King of Naples trembled on their thrones. For the Pope 
had publicly cursed the Revolution arid preached a ci'usade 
against it ; and the King of Naples, of the Royal House of 
France, and the husband of Marie Antoinette’s sistei*, was 
niunbered among its bitterest enemies. 

Napoleon knew, though, that he must act quickly. 
The beaten Austrians were gathering a fresh army on the 
other side of the Alps, those Alps which garter Italy above 
the “ knee.” In a month, at the latest, this huge force 
would come pouring through the mountain passes to strike 
at the victorious French Army. And then, if the “ garter ” 
should be broken, any French troops which had advanced 
down the “ leg ” would be cut off. 

But the name of the Man was already .stronger than 
armies. The King of Naples, even before he was attacked, 
sent messengers of peace, and the Pope, at the first signs 
of attack, sent messengers also. All the rulers of Italy 
submitted themselves. They agi’eed to shut their harbours 
to the ships of the King of England, to pay indemnities, to 
supply food and clothing. In twenty days Napoleon had 
achieved his purpose. He had achieved also a reldndling 
of the embers of Italian patriotism. When he entered 
Bologna, one of the towns in the dominions of the Pope, 
the people welcomed him as a saviour, aiid soon the flame 
of liberty .spread all over the land. “ Bonaparte,” cried 
the millions of oppressed Italians, “ has freed us from the 
foreign yoke of Austria, from the oppression of the Popes, 
from the Kings and the Princes and the Dukes, who 
divided us up that they might the more easily devour us.” 
They added : “ Is not Bonaparte himself of Italian 
lineage ? ” The hands that oppressed, which these Italians 
had kissed so long, were seen to grow palsied under the 
glance of Napoleon. 

Napoleon carefully fostered that patriotism, for he 
ardently , desired to see a free Italy, as well as a free France, 
an Italy restored and made glorious by the new, strong 
spirit of the Revolution, Such a free Italy would, he- 
realized, be another breach in the wall of steel — a breach 
of vast importance since the ships of the King of England 

N 
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■were accustomed to use all tlie Italian harbours and, 
through those harbours, to bring help to the active enemies 
of the Revolution. The wall of steel by sea was not, 
as Napoleon knew^ a whit less oppressive and dangerous 
to the French people than the wall of steel by laud. Its 
dangers indeed were, even then, being made evident in 
Paris. There, the Men of the Terror and the Royali,sts 
were still busy trying, each in their own fashion and for 
their own ends, to destroy the Government. But the news 
of the victories in Italy and also on the Rhine, the proclama- 
tions and the pictures, the money which Napoleon had sent 
from Italy and the splendid carriage horses, which he had 
presented to the Directors — all these influenced the mind of 
France away from intrigues and plots and factions towards 
liberty and glory, The Plan was saving the people. 

The maker of the Plan meanwhile dwelt in anguish, 
for Josephine ignored him. 

“ Ah, Josephine,” he cried in one of his letters, “ had you 
known my heart, would you have waited from May 18 to 
June 4 before starting ? ” 

Josephine scarcely deigned to reply, and Napoleon’s 
passionate anxiety burst aU bounds. He wrote letter after 
letter. Why did she not come to him ? Did .she not know 
that she was his life ? 

“ Without appetite, without sleep, without care for 
my Mends, for glory, for fatherland, you — ^you alone. 
The rest of the world exists no more for me than if it were 
annihilated. I prize honoxu’ since you prize it, I prize 
victory since it pleases you ; without that I should leave 
everything in order to fling myself at your feet.” 

The languid lady with the blue eyes began to get a little 
nervous now. She said she could not come to Italy 
because she was about to become a mother. That news 
threw her husband into transports of anxiety and joy and 
again anxiety. But he began to hear rumom’s which made 
him doubt the news. In his bitter mortification he wrote 
on June 26, just as Italy finally prostrated herself at his 
feet • 
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“ For a month I have only received from my dear love 
two letters of three lines each. Is she so busy that writing 
to her dear love is not then needful for her, nor, conse- 
quently, thinking about him ? To live without thinking 
of Josephine would lie death and annihilation to your 
husl)and. Your image gilds my fancies and enlivens the 
black and sombre picture of melancholy and grief. A 
day, perhaps, may come in which I shall see you, for I 
doubt not you will be still at Varis, and verily on that day 
I will show you my pockets stuffed with letters that I 
have not sent you because they are too foolish. Yes, that’s 
the word. Good heavens, tcU me, you who know so well 
how to make others love you without being in love yourself, 
do you know how to cure me of love ? 1 will give a good 
price for that remedy. 

“ You ought to have started on May 2i. Being good- 
natured, I waited till June 1, as if a pretty woman would 
give up her habits, her friends, both Madame Tallien and 
a dinner with Barras, and the acting of a new play, and 
Fortune ; ye.s, Fortund, whom you love much more than 
your husband. . . . 

“ Every day I count up your misdeeds. I lash myself 
to fury in order to love you no more. But, don’t I love 
you the more ? In fact, my peerless little mother, I will 
tell you my secret. Set me at defiance, stay at Paris, 
have lovers — ^let everybody know it — ^never write me a 
monosyllable ! Then I shall love you ten times more for 
it ; and it is not folly, a delirious fever 1 And I shall not 
get the better of it. 

“ Oh, would to heaven I could get better 1 But don’t 
tell me you are ill, don’t try to justify yourself. ... I 
love you to distraction. . . .” 

That letter ends : “ Wc have made peace with Rome — 
who gives us money.” 

Josephine set out at last, in tears, and frightened and 
bewildered by the “ odd ereatme ” whom she had married, 
the “ odd creature ” who had just written to Joseph in his 
despair : 


“ You know my love, you know how ardent it is, you 
know that I have never loved before, that Josephine is 
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the first woman I have ever adored ... oh, my dear 
brother, see that my courier does not wait more than six 
hours in Paris, and that he hastens back to restore me to 
life. ... I was destined by nature to have nothing 
brilliant in my life except appearances,” 

Josephine detested the idea of seeing her husband again. 
“ Her grief was extreme when she saw that there was no 
means of escape,” said a friend. “ Poor woman ! She 
burst into tears and sobbed as though she were going to 
execution.” Napoleon met her at Milan. His joy was so 
great that even his staff, who had heard nothing but her 
praises, were astonished. The “ odd creature ” lived only 
for her, his love was so abounding that it sufficed for both. 
But already, in the gay city of Milan, Josephine’s blue 
eyes had found new admirers. She heaved a sigh of relief 
when, early in July, the Man was compelled to leave her 
because a new Austrian Army was marching through the 
mountains to attack him. The Serbelloni palace at Milan 
was bearable, even to a pretty woman who had flirted in the 
Gallery of Apollo and in the gardens of Versailles. There 
were, for example, a large number of young and charming 
officers, and there were balls and concerts, love-makings 
and intrigues. Josephine made up her mind to be ill again 
if the Man persisted in trying to induce her to follow him 
from town to town. But she could not escape his letters. 

These letters told the story of the defeat and destruction 
of the second Austrian Army, Wurmser’s Army, at Lonato 
and Castiglione, and of the maintaining intact of the 
“garter ” of French troops which surrounded the “ knee ” 
of Italy. For example : 

July 6. — “ I have beaten the enemy. ... I am tired 
to death. Pray start at once for Verona. I need you, 
for I think that I am going to be very ill. I send you a 
thousand kisses, I am in bed,” 

July X7. — “ . . . Ever since I left you I have been sad. 
I am only happy when by your side. . . . Have a good 
rest. Haste to get weU. Come and join me. , , . Millions 
of kisses and even to Fortune in spite of his naughtiness.” 
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Foi-tune was Josepliinc’s little dog. On a later occasion 
Napoleon said to a friend, pointing to the dog which lay 
on a sofa : 

“ Do you see that gentleman ? He is my rival. He 
was in possession of Madame’s bed when I married her. 
I wished to remove him ; it was quite useless to thuik of it. 
I was told that I must either sleep elsewhere or consent to 
share my bed. That annoyed me considerably, but I had 
to make up my mind. I gave way. The favourite was 
less acconmiodating ; I bear’ proofs on my leg of what I 
say.” 

July 18.—“ A thousand kisses as burnmg as you are 
cold.” 

July 19. — “ I have been without letters from you for 
two days. That is at least the 80th time to-day that I 
I have made this observation to myself. . . . We attacked 
Mantua yesterday. ... Ail night long that wretched 
town has been on fire. The sight was horrible and majestic. 
. . . Achille has just ridden post from Milan. No letters 
from my beloved. . . . When will you be able to rejoin 
me ? I shall have to fetch you myself from Milan. A 
thousand kisses as fiery as my soul, as chaste as yourself.” 

The second Austrian Army consisted of 60,000 men ; 
Napoleon had 30,000. Italy, watching the unequal 
combat, held its breath. The Pope tried to strike the 
French in the back. In six days the issue was decided. 
In six days the Man took 15,000 prisoners, seventy cannon, 
nine stands of colours, and killed and wounded 25,000 of 
his foes. He lost himself only 7,000 men. During all the 
six days he did not once take off lus boots nor lie down 
on a bed. At the end of them, when victory, amazing 
and incredible, was liis, a Cardinal, sent by the terrified 
Pope, feU oai liis Icnees before him, saying : “ Peecavi : 
I have sinned.” 

The Man put the Cardinal under ari'est in a i-eligious 
house. Then he granted to the Italian people of Lombardy 
the right to raise a regiment of Volunteers, like the Corsican 
Volunteers. It was "the beginning of Italian freedom. 
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Josephine, still at Milan, received a letter Lo say, not that 
her husband was now the most talkcd-of man in Europe 
and the terror of all the enemies of France, a soldier gi'catcr 
than Alexander the Great or Julius Cajsar, but that : 

“ I shall be comfortable only when I have got letters 
from you. I await them impatiently. You cannot 
possibly imagine my uneasiness. I left you vexed, 
annoyed, and not well. If the deepest and sincerest 
affection can make you happy you ought to be. I am 
worked to death. Adieu I my kind Josephine ; love me, 
keep well, and often, often think of me.” 

Did she ? The Man went in pursuit of the beaten 
Austrians. Josephine went picnicing with young officers 
on Lake Como. There were more tremendous battles, 
Rassano and San Georgio, and more astounding victories. 

SepieTnbei' 10. — “ My dear, the enemy has lost 18,000 
men prisoners ; the rest killed and wounded. Wurmser 
. . . has no resource but to throw himself into Mantua, 
Never have we had successes so unvarying and so great : 
Italy, Friuli, Tyrol are a.ssuxcd to the Republic. The 
Emperor of Austria will have to create a new army; 
artillery, pontoons, baggage, everything is taken. 

“ In a few days we shall meet. It is the sweetest 
reward for my labours and anxieties. A thousand fervent 
and very affectionate kisses.” 

The very next day, Napoleon, riding alone to a part 
of the battlefield where the Austrians were making a 
successful stand, was very nearly captured. He told 
Josephine nothing of that. In his letter of September 12 
all he says is ; 

“ The moment thi.s matter is finished I will be in your 
arms.” 

He was conquering the world for an idea : the idea of 
the sovereignty aird empire of the common folk. She was 
conquering the hearts of stupid men. Evcji the faith, 
which had been blind to the treachery of Paoli and to the 
worthlessness of Josephine, began to grow uneasy. 
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Septe7nber 17. — “ My dear, I write very often and you 
seldom. You are naughty and undutiful as well as 
thoughtless. It is disloyal to deceive a poor husband, an 
affectionate lover. Ought he to lose his rights because he 
is far away, up to the neck in business worries and 
anxieties ? Without his Josephine, without the assurance 
of her love, what in the wide world remains to him ? What 
will he do ? ” 

The “ gaiter ” had been secm’cd once more. The 
Pope and the King of Naples, whose hopes had risen high, 
were utterly quelled. The King of Spain, too, had thought 
it prudent to make his peace with the Revolution. The 
ships of England were losing more horbouns. But in 
Germany, on the Rhine, the wall of steel, threatened for a 
time, had been strengthened by Austrian victories. These 
victories, belonged to a young man, brother of the Austrian 
Emperor, of the Queen of Naples and of Marie Antoinette, 
the Archduke Charles. As a result of these victories, 
Austria was in a position to march large bodies of troops 
southward to attack Napoleon, For the third time the 
“ garter ” about the “ knee ” of Italy was threatened. 
Napoleon, in other words, was about to pay the price of 
weakness and bad management elsewhere. He was about 
to pay for the perpetual interference of the politicians in 
Paris with the Generals — ^for the other Generals of the 
Revolution had not taken the precautions which he had 
taken to avoid interference. He was about to pay, too, 
for the fact that his victories had united those old-time 
rivals, Austria and Russia, The Kings were gathering in 
force for liis destruction. The Pope and the King of 
Naples and all the princes and priests whom he had sub- 
dued began once again to raise up their heads. “ This 
time,” they said, “ the Man must be overwhelmed, we can 
now strike at him with perfect safety.” 

Napoleon wrote to Pari.s for more-troops. 

“ They can count u.s,” he declared in bitter sarcasm, 
“The charm of our strength is dissolving. Troops, or 
Italy is lost.” 

The War Oflice in Paris could give him few troops. He 
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set about trying to make sure of such friends as he pos- 
sessed in Italy — ^the Italian common people. Italian 
Volunteers, he decided, should guard lus rear when the 
time of danger anived. Meanwhile he had set on foot a 
new project — of all his projects, perhaps, the dearest to 
his heart. He had collected together the Corsican refugees 
living in Northern Italy and supplied them with arms and 
officers. He had sent them off to try and win back his 
beloved home from the King of England. Paoli was no 
longer in Corsica ; the English had quarrelled with him 
and he had been compelled to leave the island and return 
to London. Corsiea had an English Governor and a staff 
of English officials. 

Napoleon’s scheme met with immediate and complete 
success. The Corsican refugees, whom he had armed, landed 
at Bastia and were welcomed as saviours by those very 
people who, at Paoli’s bidding, had sacked the Bonaparte 
house. The mass of the Corsicans, now, as a result of 
their experiences of the English, belonged to the French 
Revolution and declared themselves the enemies of the 
Kings. That news, when he heard it, thrilled and cheered 
the Man in the middle of his overwhelming difficulties. 
It braced him to meet the new danger descending on him. 
Perhaps it compensated, a little, for the bitter and dreadful 
disappointment of his marriage. The young husband was 
blind no longer. 

“ Your letters,” he wrote to Joseplune on October 17, 
“ axe as cold as if you were fifty ; wc might have been 
married fifteen year’s. One finds in them the friendship 
and feeling of that winter of life I Pie I Jo.scphinc. It 
is very naughty, very unkind, very undutiful of you. 
What more can you do to make me, indeed, an object 
for compassion ? Love me no longer ? Ah, that is 
already accomplished. Hate me ? W^ell, I prefer that. 
Everything grows stale except ill-will; but indifference 
with its marble pulse, its rigid stai-c, its monotonous 
demeanour 1 

” A thousand, thousand kisses. 

“I am rather better. I start to-morrow. The 
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English evacuate the Mediteri’anean. Corsica is ours. 
Good news for France and for the Army.” 

Meanwliile Carnot and the politicians, being unable to 
send troops to Italy, sent interferers instead — ^politicians 
who were charged with the task of telling the Man his 
business. It was the old, old story ; even the public 
opinion of France seemed to be weak against this lust of 
meddlesomeness. But, as it happened, the messengers of 
the politicians arrived in Italy just when tlie third Austrian 
counter-blow was being struck. They were kept waiting 
until the issue of the tremendous conflict should be known. 

What a conflict it Avas I The Man at first in desperate 
position, forced to retreat from Verona and fall back in 
apparent confusion. Then the recoil. That tiger-spring 
at Arcole, on the dykes. Carnage and desolation renewed 
on three days. Then victory again, SAvift and over- 
whelming. The Man back again at Verona. And all this 
with 15,000 men against 40,000 1 

France knew of nothing to compare with Arcole. And 
her spirit was quickened within her when she heard how, 
at a great crisis of the battle, Napoleon had rushed forward, 
himself bearing the colours, into a hell of fire ; and hoAv his 
soldiers, aghast at his daring and his danger, had seized 
him and carried him back and made him remount his 
horse. 

Josephine was still at Milan, in her palace. Two days 
after Arcole, Napoleon wrote to her a letter in which he 
said laconically : “ The enemy is beaten at Arcole,” and 
then poured out, once more, his love and devotion. She 
did not even answer that letter. And so, four days later, 
his bitterness and his disappointment broke forth : 

Novemher 23. — ■“ I don’t love you an atom ; on the 
contrary, I detest you. You are a good-for-nothing, very 
ungraceful, vei-y tactless, very tatterdemalion. You never 
write to me. You don’t care for your husband, you 
know the pleasure your letters give him, and you write 
him barely half a dozen lines, thrown off anyhow, 

“ How, then, do you spend the livelong day, madam ? 
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Who may this paragon be, this new lover, who engrosses 
all your time, is master of your days, and prevents you from 
concerning yourself about your husband ? Josephine, be 
vigilant. One fine night the doors will be broken in and 
I shall be before you.” 

But he forgave her nevertheless — the next day. 

November 24. — “ I love you to distraction. . . . Your 
husband only needs Josephine’s love to be happy.” 

At last the Man of Arcolc was free to go to Josephine. 
On November 24, 1796, he wrote to her, to Milan, that he 
was coming. He came galloping after his letter. But 
Josephine had gone away to Genoa. 

“ I get to Milan [this was written on November 27], 
I fling myself into your room; 1 have left all in order 
to see you, to clasp you in my arms. You were not there. 
You gad about the towns amid junketings ; you run 
farther from me when I am at hand ; you care no longer 
for your dear Napoleon. A passing fancy made you love 
him ; fickleness renders him indifferent to you. ... I 
shall be here till the evening of the 20th. Don’t alter 
your plans. Have your fling of pleasure ; happiness was 
invented for you. The whole world is only too happy 
if it can please you, and only your husband is very, very 
unhappy.” 

Josephine did not come back, she did not even write. 
In gentler mood Napoleon wrote to her, the next day : 

When I wanted from you a love like my own I was 
wrong. ... I was wrong since Nature has not given me 
attractions with which to captivate you. . . . 

^’^^^®well, beloved wife; farewell, my Josephine. 
May fate concentrate in my breast all the griefs and troubles, 
but may it give Josephine happy and prosperous days. 

T 1 ^ quite settled that she can love me no more 
1 wm hide ray profound grief and will content my.self with 
the power of being useful and serviceable to her. . . . 
Josephin^?^^ letter to give you a kiss. Oh, Josephine, 
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Love’s young dream was shattered. Even this husband 
saw at last the truth to which, for so long, he had shut his 
eyes ; Josephine did not love him, never had loved him. 
Josephine was gay, frivolous. He might go back to his 
victories for all she cared. 

The blow was nearly mortal. But the eater of soldiers’ 
bread endured it. He had his dark hoiu* alone, in the great 
Milanese palace, with the gaping crowds of his worshippers 
at the doors and under the windows, eager even to catch 
a glimpse of him. And, in that hour, he quelled his own 
soul. This, perhaps, was a victory greater than those of 
Rivoli or Mantua to which he was about to ride away. 
From this hour the Man would never again give liis heart 
unreservedly to any woman ; from this hour women, with 
the single exception of liis mother, would seem to him no 
better than playthings, toys. The woman who betrays 
a man’s first love betrays all the other women whom that 
man is destined to encounter 1 

Napoleon rode away from Milan to give himself to i;he 
work of completing his victory. Six weeks later the world 
learned the name of Rivoli and heal’d that Wurmser, the 
Austrian General-in-Chief, who had shut himself up in 
Mantua, had surrendered. In three days Napoleon had 
taken 18,000 prisoners, and vast masses of guns and stores. 
Wurmser, the Austrian Gcncral-in-Chief, submitted to 
march out of the fallen city and to give up Ms sword to his 
conqueror (Feb. 1, 1797). But the Man did not wish to 
be present at that humiliation of his foe. As Sir Walter 
Scott wrote : 

“ Napoleon paid a delicate and noble-minded 
compliment in declining to be present when the veteran, 
Wurmser, had the mortification to surrender his sword 
together with his garrison. This self-denial did him as 
much credit, nearly, as Ms victory, and may be justly 
compared to the conduct of the Black Prince to Ms royal 
prisoner. King John of France.” 

The Austrian Army was destroyed. The “garter ” had 
not been broken. Once again the Pope and the King of 
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Naples were at the mercy of the man whom, again, they 
had been so ready to stab in the back. Napoleon deter- 
mined to rush down the “ leg ” of Italy and deal with those 
two sovereigns before he gave himself to the tremendous 
task which he had now decided to undertake — ^the task of 
marching towards Vienna, the capital of Austria. 

That task meant, in the first place, crossing the Alps — 
for the Alps, as has been said, make a “ garter,” above 
the “ knee,” aci-oss Italy. Napoleon had had to cross the 
western side of the range to enter Italy from France. If 
he wished to leave Italy, in order to go into Austria, he 
must cross the range again, on the eastern side. He knew 
that every man whom Austria could put in the field against 
him would be brought up to resist that crossing. And he 
knew, too, that his enemies, the Kings and the priests of 
Italy, might attack him in the rear while he was mai’ching 
eastward, over the Alps, towards Vienna. Venice, 
especially, with its haughty aristocracy, was very likely 
to attack him. 

Why, then, undertake the task at all ? Why run such 
great risks seeing that Italy was cleared of the Austrians 
and that the waU of steel was definitely pierced. The 
answer was ; because a successful march on Vienna, the 
enemy’s capital, would mean immediate and glorious peace 
on every front. 

Peace, immediate and glorious, was, Napoleon believed, 
absolutely necessary to the safety of the Revolution. 
Once again, as he had just been informed, the Royalists 
were growing active and powerful in Paris, They wished 
to see the war prolonged so that the armies might be kept 
busy — but without victory — on the frontiers while they 
seized upon power in the capital. They wished, above all, 
to be able to tell their fellow-coimtrymen that there was 
no real hope of a general and lasting peace till the King 
came back to Versailles, 

Napoleon made his ari-angements with the , utmost 
speed and with great secrecy. He planned to begin his 
march as soon as the season was far enough advanced to 
allow him to pass through the great mountains, and 
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meanwhile, as has been said, he rushed down the “ leg ” 
and settled his accounts with the Pope and the King of 
Naples. The country through which he passed was full 
of French priests whom Robespierre had driven out of 
France. These priests appealed to Napoleon for help and 
ho helped them — against the orders of the Government in 
Paris. “ They weep on seemg us,” he wrote to the 
Directors. “ How is it possible not to pity their misfor- 
tunes ? ” In Napoleon’s idea, the Revolution ought not to 
persecute any Frenchmen who were ready to be loyal to it. 
The march through the Alps, on Vienna, began on March 10, 
1797, with the snow still several feet deep on the mountains. 

“ Soldiers,” proclaimed Napoleon, “ the capture of 
Mantua has put an end to the War of Italy. You have been 
victorious in fourteen pitched battles and seventy actions. 
You have taken 100,000 prisoners, 600 fieldpieces, 2,000 
heavy cannon, and four pontoon trains. The contributions 
laid on the countries you have conquered have fed, main- 
tained, and paid the army ; besides which you have sent 
80,000,000 francs to the Ministry of Finance for the use of 
the public treasury. You have enriched the Museum of 
Paris with SOO masterpieces of ancient and modern Italy, 
which it had required thirty centuries to produce. You 
have conquered, for the Republic, the finest countries in 
Emope. The Kings of Sardinia and Naples, the Pope 
and the Duke of Parma are separated from the Coalition. 
You have expelled the English from Leghorn, Genoa, and 
Corsica. Still higher destinies await you. You will 
prove yourselves worthy of them.” 

A fortnight later, on Apiil 1, the Man was master of 
the summits of the Alps, and the Austrian Army, under the 
Archduke Charles, the Emperor’s distinguished brother, 
was fleeing before him. The great port of Trieste bad 
opened its gates to his victorious troops. Unhappily, at 
the same time, the treacherous men of Venice had attacked 
him in the back and were murdering his sick and wounded 
behind him. Worse still, the help which he had expected 
to receive from the other French armies, attaddng the 
Austrians on the Rhine, was refused him. Once again 
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Carnot had decided to “ go slow.” He wrote to Napoleon 
that he had forbidden the other armies to attack for the 
present. 

This meant that the Austrians, being unmolested on 
the Rhine, would be able to move large bodies of troops 
against Napoleon. The Man wrote a bitter letter to Carnot, 
in reply to the letter he had received ; he declared that it 
was a shame thus to refuse liim help by not making an 
attack elsewhere on the enemy’s front. Carnot, however, 
was not to be changed from his stubborn idea. Did 
Carnot wish to see the Army of Italy and its chief over- 
wlielmed ? The news from Paris was very disturlhng. 
Recent Parliamentary elections had actually gone in 
favour of the Royalists and, already, apparently, there 
was talk everywhere of bringing the King back to Ver- 
sailles. The “ Glittering Beings,” Napoleon realized, in 
this, their moment of victory, would have no wish to see 
the power of Austria broken utterly and humbled by the 
armies of the Revolutioir. They, too, like Carnot, would 
naturally be in favour of “ going slow,” The Man set 
his teeth. These enemies of the Revolution, he vowed, 
should not triumph over liirn. They should not have the 
joy of seeing his army cut off and overwhelmed. He 
wrote to the young Austrian Commander proposing an 
immediate peace. 

“ As for me,” he said, “ if the overtures, which I have 
the honour to make to you, can save the life of a single 
man, I shall be the prouder of the civic crown which I 
shall feel that I shall have deserved, than of the melancholy 
glory which can result from military success.” 

The Archduke Charles replied that he was not in a 
position to discuss peace. Napoleon instantly attacked 
him again and drove him pell mcll towards Vienna. Some 
of the French troops actually saw the spires of the Austrian 
capital. On April 7 a truce was asked for. Eleven days 
later the preliminaries of peace were signed. 

That news, when it reached Paris, fiUed the Royalists 
with dismay. The Man had won : Austria was humbled. 
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The Army of Italy was safe. The news also greatly 
disturbed Carnot who feared a military dictatorship above 
everything. Carnot, however, had to pretend that he 
was well pleased and had to share in the rejoicings of the 
Parisians that the end of the war was now in sight. The 
other Directors, led by Barras, said that if the poliey of 
“ Go Slow ” had not been adopted by Carnot, a still greater 
victory would have been attained. Carnot and Barras had 
begun to hate one another; the Directory (the Govern- 
ment) was divided. Carnot, almost in spite of himself, 
and certainly in spite of liis strong Republican instincts, 
began to associate with Royalists, because these, alone, 
seemed able to help him against Barras. It was the 
Guillotine joining hands with the Throne — an unholy and 
most unnatural alliance — ^in opposition to the free exercise 
of public opinion. 

Napoleon, when he heard this news, realized that a 
new and very serious attempt was going to be made to 
destroy the Revolution. As he had foreseen would happen, 
extremes had met to crush the spirit of Democracy. 
Carnot and his friends — ^the men who had once been such 
violent Revolutionaries — ^were now, whetlier they liked it 
or not, really on the side of the King. 

There was not a moment to be lost. The Man hastened 
back to Italy and turned against the Venetians who had 
stabbed him in the back. He forced Venice to surrender 
herself and abolished, at a stroke, the power of the nobles 
of that ancient State. Then, freed from all his enemies, 
and everywhere triumphant, he came to Milan where, this 
time, Josephine awaited hina. From Milan he wrote to 
Paris to warn Carnot that, if any attempt was made to 
coerce Democracy, he and his army would march to the 
capital and strike down the traitors. On July 14, the 
annivers^ of the taking of the Bastille, a great festival 
of the armies was held in Milan. Napoleon addressed 
a proclamation to his soldiers ; 

“ Soldiers,*’ he cried, “this day is the anniversary of 
the 14th of July. You see before you the names of your 
companions in arms who have died on the field of honour 
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for the liberty of the country. They have left you an 
example. You owe yourselves wholly and entirely to the 
Republic ; you owe yourselves wholly and entirely to the 
happiness of 30,000,000 of French ; you owe yourselves 
wholly and entirely to the glory of that name which has 
received fresh lustre from your victories. 

“ Soldiers, I laiow that you are deeply affected by the 
calamities which threaten this country. But the country 
cannot incur any real dangers. The same men who have 
caused it to triumph over coalesced Europe are there. 
Mountains separate us from France ; you will cross them 
with the rapidity of the eagle, in case of need, to maintain 
the Constitution, to defend liberty, to protect the Govern- 
ment and the Republicans. 

“ Soldiers, the Government is watching over the laws 
which are committed to its care. The Royalists, the 
moment they appear, will have ceased to live. Be not 
uneasy, but let us swear by the manes of her heroes who 
have died by our side for liberty, let us swear upon our new 
colours, implacable wai- against the enemies of the 
Republic. ...” 


This proclamation, along with addresses signed by 
thousands of soldiers, was sent off to Paris. It arrived 
there at a critical moment. Barras — who, with all his 
faults, represented the Democratic idea — ^had just sum- 
moned the gallant and glorious young Hoche, the General- 
in-Cliief of one of the armies of the Rhine, to draw near 
to Paris with a body of troops so as to overawe Carnot and 
the Royalists inside of, and outside of, the Houses of 
Parliament. But the storm which this move had caused 
had so thoroughly terrified its author, Barras, that he had 
actually tried to repudiate his authorship. Hoche had 
been sent away from Paris full of disgust and auger, and 
those Directors who opposed Coniot — Barras and his 
friends — ^were even then beginning to talk of flight. They 
thought that the unholy alliance of Carnot and the 
Royalists, of the Guillotine and the Throne, was too 
strong to be resisted and that the end of the Revolution 
was therefore a foregone oonclusion. 
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The proclamation of the Man recalled them to their 
senses. A mighty army, which had just, of itself, humbled 
the pride of Austria, was ready, they realized, at a word, to 
mai’cli to Pai-is in support of the Revolution. In a few 
days EaiTas and his friends passed from despair to hope 
and determination. They resolved to fight, and they felt 
sm’e of victory. 

Once again, for the second time, Napoleon had saved 
the sovereignty of the people, the true democratic idea, 
from its mortal enemies the extremists — Carnot and his 
friends and the Royalists, both of whom, as he well knew, 
desired to substitute an arbitrary power for the free 
exercise of the public will. Had Carnot won, an iron 
political dogma would have been imposed, if necessary 
by means of the guillotine, on France. Had the Royalists 
won, the yoke of Versailles would have been fastened, 
once more, on the nation. The nation desired neither of 
these impositions ; the Revolution, as France understood 
that term, and as Napoleon understood it, was Democracy, 
not tyranny, “self-control” by the nation, not control 
of the nation by any party or any faction. 


o 



CHAPTER XXXV 

THE CHALLENGE OF THE TEA-CUPS 

Napoleon was now the beloved of the French people, of 
the millions of peasants who had given their sons and 
brothers to defend the Republic and of the honest towns- 
folk, tlirifty and hard-working, who had found in the 
Republic new hope and new enthusiasm. These people 
hailed his victories as their salvation and looked to him as 
to a saviour. 

Nor were the peasants and townsfolk of Italy less 
devoted, for they too had been freed from the hands which 
oppressed them, and they too had found in the Man of 
Lodi, of Arcole, of Rivoli a tower of strength and a hope 
for the future. That slim, boyish figure ; that pale, 
beautiful young face with its aureole of chestnut hair, 
those deep grey eyes, had become the symbols not only 
of victory over the lords of the earth but also of true 
freedom for the common folk. Here, in human form, in 
this frail, dauntless form, was the Revolution itself, not 
the Revolution of the Men of the Terror with its cast-iron 
creeds to which all must subscribe, its blood-red carts and 
its whetted blades, but the Revolution of the men of the 
looms and the men of the forges, with their honest toil 
and their frugal living and their deep, abiding independence 
of soTil. Napoleon had become, in literal truth, the Man of 
France and the Man of Italy, and this manhood transcended 
and overbore even his glory as a conqueror. For he had 
conquered to save. 

There was the fact which held France in thrall and which 
terrified the Royalists. The ruin of the Royalists, and of 
all who had become associated with them, even of the great 
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Carnot himself, was certain from the moment that the 
Man of France declared himself. It came, on flying feet. 
On the night of September 4, 1797, the fourth anniversarj' 
of Danton’s awful massacres, Paris was filled with marching 
men. In the morning all the Royalists, and all those, 
whether Generals or Members of Parliament, who had in 
any way been associated with the Royalists, were arrested 
and imprisoned, condemned without trial and punished 
out of hand. Carnot fled to the frontier and so escaped. 

Barras and his friends had acted. They had not, 
however, acted as Napoleon had advised them to act. 
They had adopted the methods of violence, the methods of 
Carnot and Robespierre and of the Men of the Terror, 
whereas the Man of Prance had urged that no law should 
be broken. You are strong enough, Napoleon had said, 
and the Revolution is strong enough, to proceed openly 
and according to law against every enemy of the Revolu- 
tion. Dare to be Democrats. 

Consequently — ^as soon as he had learned that violent 
measures were going to be taken — Napoleon had ceased 
to write to Barras and ceased to give any advice. He 
approved the end, but not the means. 

“ I wrote the truth to General Bonaparte,” says the 
faithful Count Lavalette. “I declared that he would 
tarnish his glory if he gave any support to acts of violence 
which the situation of Government did not justify j that 
nobody would pardon him if he joined the Directory in 
their plan to overthrow the Constitution and liberty; 
that proscriptions were about to take place against the 
national representation and against citizens whose virtues 
made them worthy of respect ; that punishments would be 
inflicted without trial ; and that the hatred resulting from 
such measures would extend not only to the Directory, 
but to the whole system of Republican Government. . . . 
Those considerations made so much impression on the mind 
of General Bonaparte that he soon avoided, in his corre- 
spondence with the Directory, all allusion to the interior 
situation of France and, at la.st, left off writing to tiiem 
altogether.” 
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The silence of Napoleon, which they well understood, 
terrified Bai’ras and his friends even in the moment of their 
great triumph over all their enemies. Napoleon’s silence 
probably prevented the return of the red carts and the 
guillotine ; there were no executions in this “ Little 
Terror,” as it was called, to distinguish it from tliat of 
Robespiei-re, But there were thousands of exiles. Barras 
and his friends dared not shed a drop of blood because the 
grey eyes of their Master were turned on them. Napoleon 
did not open his lips ; but his commands, nevertheless, 
rang in the ears of the conquerors of Carnot and of the 
Royalists. Not one of these conquerors had courage 
enough to disobey his commands. But all of them, and 
Ban'as most of all, made up their minds to get rid, if 
possible, of this soldier who had driven them to action in 
defence of the Revolution and then, in their hour of 
triumph, had forced them to behave with a restraint 
foreign to their natures. 

The Directors, Barras and his friends, despatched an 
order telling Napoleon to refuse to complete the treaty of 
peace with Austria, the preliminaries of which he had 
signed. “ Austria,” they said, “ must be made to yield 
more and to humble herself farther.” 

Napoleon knew exactly what that meant. It meant 
war — ^the resumption of the march to Vienna. It was 
now the month of September and very soon the Alps 
would, again, be covered with snow. The Army of Italy, 
which still remained in Austria pending the final treaty of 
peace, might be cut off by the snows from its bases. A 
disaster was possible — even probable — ^for the Austrians 
had been adding to their army every day since fighting 
ceased. Barras and his friends were trying to ruin the 
Man who had overawed them. 

For there was nothing now to be gained by continuing 
the war. Austria was humbled. The wall of steel was 
broken down. The terms of peace, which had been pro- 
posed, were glorious, beyond any possibility of misinter- 
pretation. The Man of France sat down and wrote to the 
Directors asking them to relieve him instantly of his 
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command. He declared that he would not suffer their 
dictation and that he would not prolong a war which had 
become useless. Let them find another General. 

Barras and his friends ignored this request. They did 
not even reply to it, because they did not dare to reply to 
it. What would France say if the Army of Italy was 
deprived of its mighty leader ? What wpuld France say 
if peace, glorious and honourable, was refused, and if, 
thereafter, disaster befell the army ? The Man had thrust 
Barras and his friends into the very trap which they had 
so cunningly prepared for him. Once again, by saving 
his army, he had saved France. For his army, alone, 
stood between France and a fresh outbreak of violence at 
home and of weakness abroad — violence and weakness 
which must soon bring “ King Louis XVIII " to Versailles. 
Hearing nothing from Paris, he acted on his own initiative 
and announced to the Austrians that he was ready to 
continue Ms peacemaldng. 

The Austrians also were ready. For the defeat of the 
Royalists in Paris had robbed them of the high hopes they 
had been chcrisMng of “ getting off ” easily. The fear of 
the Man of France, the Man of the Revolution, was in their 
hearts. Had they not seen him, in these last months, 
creating Republics in Northern Italy — in the very country 
where they had ruled so long ? Had they not beheld him 
organizing a French Navy in the Adriatic Sea with which 
to attack the ships of England ? Had they not witnessed 
the conquest of Venice and the humble submission of that 
ancient and proud aristocracy ? Had they not seen the 
Republic of Genoa, only less famous than that of Venice, 
come humbly to ask his advice and help ? 

On the other hand, the Man of the Revolution was not 
bloodthirsty as were the Terrorists. His hatred was not 
venomous. He had treated the Pope respectfully ; he had 
shown great kindness to the exiled French priests ; he had 
reproved the plan of the Genoese to banish their noblemen 
from public life merely on the ground that they were 
noblemen. It would be better to make peace with this 
moderately minded Conqueror than with the fanatics of 
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Paris who, even at that moment, were driving every noble 
and every priest who had dared to return to France, out 
of the country once more. 

The peace confez’ence began in earnest. But the Aus- 
trian negotiator. Count Cobentzel, was a difficult man to 
deal with, and days passed without any decisive result. 
October came, and with it, on the High Alps, the snows ; 
Napoleon, who realized that if the war were now to begin 
again, his position would be a hazardous one, became 
impatient and uneasy. He made various concessions ; he 
offered Venice — ^the proud, independent Venice of the cen- 
turies, the Venice, too, which had murdered his wounded — 
to Austria in exchange for the freedom of Northern Italy. 
Count Cobentzel, in the name of liis royal master, offered 
Napoleon, personally, the rulership of an Austrian State of 
250,000 inhabitants if he would leave the French Army. 
This rulership, it was promised, would be his and his family’s 
for ever. Napoleon replied that he desired nothing save 
what the French people might wish to accord him. 

Then the discussions grew more heated. On October 16 
Count Cobentzel accused Napoleon, to his face, of sacrificing 
the interests of the French people to personal ambition. 
The Man of France retained his composure under thatinsult. 
But, suddenly, he rose to his feet and stepped to the 
sideboard of the room in which they were sitting. On the 
sideboard was a porcelain tea-service belonging to Count 
Cobentzel, the gift to liim of the great Empress Catherine of 
Russia. Napoleon raised the tea-service in his two hands. 

“ War is declared,” he said; “ but remember that, in 
les’s than three months I wfll demolish your monarchy as 
I dash in pieces this porcelain.” 

He hurled the tea-service to the floor. 

Then he bowed to the Austrians in the room and 
immediately ordered , his carriage. He told an aide-de- 
camp to inform the Austrian commander, the Archduke 
Charles, that -fighting would begin in twenty-four hours. 

Next day, October 17, the immortal treaty of Campo 
Formio, as it was called, was signed. The tea-service had 
served Napoleon’s purpose. 
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Barbas and his friends were eompelled to accept the 
treaty exaetly as Napoleon had signed it. They did not 
dare to do otherwise, because Paris and all France had 
hailed it, and the peace winch it brought, mth almost 
boundless rapture. The Peacemaker of Campo Formio 
was more than ever now the Man of France. 

He bade farewell to that Army which worshipped him 
as a god and to that Italy which he had saved from her 
oppressors. 

“ We have given you liberty,” he declared in a final 
proclamation to the Italians, “take care to preserve it. 
To be worthy of your destiny; make only discreet and 
moderate laws ; cause them to be executed with energy. 
Favour the diffusion of knowledge and respect religion. 
Compose your battalions not of disreputable men but of 
citizens imbued mth the principles of the Republic and 
closely linked to its prosperity. You have, in general, 
need to impress yourselves with the feeling of your strength 
and with the dignity which befits free men. Divided, and 
bound down for ages by tyranny, you would not have 
conquered your liberty ; but in a few years, were you to be 
left to yourselves, no power on earth will be strong enough 
to wrest it from you. Till then the Great Nation will 
protect you against the attacks of your neighbours; its 
political system will be united with yours. ...” 

The way to Paris was strewn with roses. There were 
banquets, there were triumphal arches, there were bevies 
of girls, dressed in the red, wlnte,and blueof the Revolution, 
presenting crowns. The Man of France — that slim, pale 
boy — ^received the homage with a charming modesty 
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which thrilled every spectator. He seemed to enjoy it 
only because the lovely woman at his side, the wife who liad 
scorned him, but whom he had forgiven, took in it so great 
a pleasure. On December S, 1797, he drove into the 
capital. He hid himself immediately in the modest 
little house in the Rue Chantereine which, in anticipation 
of this hour, he had bought a short time before. 

But the next morning all Paris clamoured at his door. 
All Paris was determined to see the Peacemaker, the 
Statesman, the Conqueror, the Sage, the Hero whose deeds 
had thrilled the whole civilized world — the young man of 
twenty-eight years of age whose glory already rivalled 
that of Alexander the Great, of Jrilius Ctesar, of Oliver 
Cromwell. The Man of France, however, was not to bo 
seen. He had become a private citizen. 

That was in the ti’ue Corsican tradition, the tradition 
which this man followed like a faith. While the peace 
discussions had been going on in Austria he had called 
his mother and sisters and brothers to his side as well 
as Josephine. Letitia had lived with her son in the middle 
of his glory and the Bonaparte house had been rebuilt, 
spiritually, on that foreign soil. Joseph and Louis, Eliza 
and Pauline had had their share of the triumph. Joseph 
had become Ambassador to the Pope since then, and 
Eliza and Pauline had married, the former a subaltern 
officer named Bacciochi, and the latter General Leclerc, the 
son of a flour merchant ; but Letitia had come to Paris, 
and Lucien, who had returned to Corsica after the English 
were driven out, and had been elected there a Member of 
Parhament for Corsica, was now in Paris among the Five 
Hundred — ^that is, in the Lower House. Napoleon, there- 
fore, had his mother, his brothers Lucien and Louis and 
Jerome, and his sister Caroline beside him in Paris. Tliis 
gave him the purest pleasure ; the happiness and comfort 
of all these beloved people, to which he had been able to 
minister on so liberal a scale, was his sweetest reward. 

Paris, though, was not to be denied. A message came 
to the Man of France that that sphinx among .statesmen, 
Talleyrand, the Foreign Minister, whose fortunes were 
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destined to be so closely linked with liis o^vn, would like 
to come and visit him. Talleyrand, as Napoleon knew, 
had, in the past, served other masters than Burras and his 
friends. He had been a priest in Holy Orders, and then a 
Bishop ; he would have been a Cardinal if good King 
Louis XVI had not specially begged the Pope to withhold 
from a man of unworthy reputation so great a dignity. 
Nevertheless King Louis himself had been glad, in the last 
days of Versailles, to make use of the services of Talley- 
rand. When the crash came Talleyrand had supported 
the Revolution, but later, because he was a nobleman, he 
had fled out of France to escape the fury of Bobespierre. 
Barras had made him Foreign Minister because Talleyrand 
was by far the best man available for the job. Talleyrand 
was told that Napoleon would, instead, come to him the 
next morning. But that act of simplicity did nothing to 
allay the eagerness of the rulers of Franco to see and hear 
the hero. Most of them had already called at Napoleon’s 
house ; all of them had been told that the General was 
resting and that he asked to be excused from seeing 
visitors. They heard of the appointment to see Talleyrand 
and came crowding to the Foreign Office. The public also 
heard of it and crowded the streets. But the Man arrived 
by a back way. He presented himself immediately before 
the Minister. These two, who had not met before, measured 
each other with swift eyes. Then Talleyrand conducted 
Napoleon to the presence of the five Directors, the Big 
Five, consisting now, exclusively, of Barras and his friends. 

What a sight was that for the eater of soldiers’ bread, 
for Paoli’s man 1 The Directors wore brilliantly coloured 
mantles and had huge feathers in their hats. Bands of 
musicians discoursed music for their delectation. There 
were girls about. A pomp, like the gilding of a provincial 
playhouse, attended them. Napoleon was amazed, con- 
founded. Were these the men who dared to tell the 
soldiers of the Revolution their business ? The men who 
ruled the millions of faithful, industrious, patriotic 
Frenchmen ? Versailles, with its faults, had at least 
held a certain dignity, a certain beauty. 
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The Man of Valence and Auxonne, the midnight 
student of the Professor’s house, accustojrned to, his_ single 
meal and his bitter thrift, held himself in cold reserve. 
He Tvas polite ; nothing more. He showed deference to 
the rulers of France ; to the men themselves he showed 
nothing. They decreed — a little uneasily — ^an immense 
festival in his honour, such a festival as must have rejoiced 
the heart of a village sho^vman sxiddenly grown millionaire. 
The great hall of the Luxembourg Palace was chosen as the 
scene ; the formal presentation of the treaty of peace with 
Austria as the occasion. In that great hall an “ altar ” was 
built — ^thc altar of France — and, around the altar, on its 
steps, there were five chairs set for the five Directors, Barras 
and his colleagues. Barras, the man of plumed hats and 
mantles, of women and wine and song, came dressed in a 
toga of Ancient Rome. The other Directors were also 
dressed in togas. They seated themselves on the steps 
of the altar. Around them, in a vast amphitheatre, were 
the Ministers, the Ambassadors, the Members of Parlia- 
ment, Lucien among the number, everybody who was 
anybody. Lovely women filled the galleries — ^women some 
of them the loveliest and the loosest in Europe. On the 
walls were the flags which the Man of Lodi and Arcole and 
Rivoli had taken from the enemy ; the strains of music filled 
the huge apartment. Cannon thundered in the streets. 

The doors of the great hall were thrown open and a slim, 
bo3dsh figure appeared, dres.sed in the severe and simple 
uniform of a General of the Republic. His face was very 
pale ; but his eyes, it is said, and his features expressed 
stern thoughts. He walked toward.^ the Directors, those 
Romans of the drawing-room and the caf(S. He bowed 
before them. 

“ Genius and authority,” said an oye-witness, ” were 
imprinted on his countenance.” 

He turned and cast a glance, perhaps, at the gallery 
where his mother and his sisters — and Josephine — were 
seated. The audience rose to its feet shouting : “ The 
Republic for ever ! Bonaparte for ever ! ” 

Then Talleyrand made a speech in which he called the 
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Man of Soldiers’ Bread, “ the Liberator of Italy.” 
“ General Bonaparte,” said Talleyrand, “ detests luxury 
and splendour, the ambition of vulgar souls ; he loves the 
poems of Ossian because they detach us from the earth.” 

“ Citizens,” Napoleon replied, “ the French people, in 
order to be free, had Kings to combat. To obtain a 
Constitution founded on reason, it had the prejudices of 
eighteen centmies to overcome. The Constitution of the 
Year III [1794], and you, have triumphed over all obstacles. 
Religion, feudalism, royalty have, successively, for twenty 
centuries past, governed Europe ; but from the peace 
which you have just concluded dates the era of representa- 
tive governments. You have succeeded in organizing the 
Great Nation, whose vast territory is circumscribed only 
because Nature herself has fixed its limits. You have done 
more. The two finest countries in Europe, formerly so 
renowned for the arts, the sciences, and the great men whose 
cradles they were, see, with the greatest hopes, genius and 
freedom issuing from the tomb of their ancestors. These 
are the pedest^s on which the destinies are about to place 
two powerful nations. I have the honour to deliver to you 
the treaty signed at Campo Formio and ratified by His 
Majesty the Emperor [of Austria]. Peace ensures the 
liberty, the prosperity, and the glory of the Republic. 
When the happiness of the French people shall be seated 
on better organic laws, all Europe will become free.” 

The Romans of the drawing-room listened in amaze- 
ment. The Man of France was actually telling them what 
he thought of them. It was he, with his plan, who had 
won for France the limits which Nature had fixed — the 
Alps and the Rhine, the “ natural frontiers ” — ^which this 
treaty secured, and now he demanded “ representative 
government ” from the very men who, but two months 
before, had tom Members of Parliament from their seats 
and sent them, unaccused and untried, into exile. “ Peace 
ensures the Uberly of the Republic.” And it was Napoleon 
who had made peace — ^against their orders — at the moment 
when they were full of plans for snatching liberty away and 
beginning a new tyranny. And now, "when the happiness 
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of the French people shall be seated on better laws . . 
Karras and his friends looked down from their thrones into 
the grey eyes of tlicir master. Barras rose to reply. He 
announced that Napoleon had been appointed General- 
in-Chief of the Army of England : 

“ Go,” he cried, “ and by the punishment of the Cabinet 
of London strike terror into the hearts of all who would 
miscalculate the powers of a free people. Let the con- 
querors of the Po, the Rhine, and the Tiber march under 
your banners ; the ocean will be proud to bear them ; it is 
a slave, still indignant, who blushes for his fetters. Hardly 
will the tricolour standard wave on the bloodstained shore 
of the Thames, ere a unanimous cry will bless your arrival 
and that generous nation will receive you as its liberator.” 

“ Go— -to England.” The face of the Man remained 
impassive ; but he saw, in imagination, his army destroyed, 
on its way, by the ships of England, or left to suffer ruin 
and annihilation in the great island. So, the Alpine 
winter being 'so longer available for the purpose, this was 
the new way chosen for his removal I He bowed his head. 
A great standard, inscribed with his achievements, wa>s 
presented : 

” Triumphed in 18 pitched battles ; fought 07 actions," 

There followed days of worship ; but Napoleon fled 
from his worshippers. He was charming always ; but as 
elusive as he was charming. While others drank whole 
fomitains of pleasure in his honour, he returned to the 
fare of his boyhood — ^work and study and soldicns’ bread. 
He had been made a member of the Institute of France 
and he loved to wear the academic dress of the Institute 
and to associate with learned men and men of science. 
The drawing-rooms saw him but seldom. 

“ When,” he declared, “ on my return to Paris from 
Italy I assumed the dress of the Institute and associated 
with men of science, I knew what I was doing ; I was sure 
of not being misunderstood by the lowest drummer of the 
army.” 
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But this stern simplicity only increased the rage of the 
people to see and heai’. The newspapers printed columns 
about him ; the gossips never tired of his name. His 
enemies said that his simplicity was a mere pose to hide 
his ambition — ^they loiew not Paoli’s man, the midnight 
student of Auxonne, 

They were plentiful though, these enemies. The Man 
who, twice over, had plucked their prize from the Royalists, 
at the very moment when it had seemed to lie witliin their 
grasp, was the foe of every King in Europe. The Man 
who had humbled the Emperor and his Austrians, the 
Pope, the King of Naples and a host of smaller Kings might 
expect the imdying hatred of Royalty and of organized 
religion. The man who had dared and defied the Men 
of the Terror, who was stiU daring and defying them, 
could have no friend among the friends of Carnot or even, 
now, of Barras. The man who ate soldiers’ bread and 
lived the Spartan life in the Paris of the Directory, shaming 
its luxury by his plain living, must soon beeome an object 
not of worship but of wonder. Let him look to himself. 

He saw and understood. But this man was not the 
conqueror of Kings only, nor yet only of a debauched 
Government. He had conquered also, in those awful hours 
of loneliness in the palace at Milan, his own heart. He, 
who had made allowance for the neglect of the woman he 
loved, could make allowance for all other hostilities. 
He could even anticipate them. 

“ You need not talk to me,” he cried to a friend, “ of the 
desire of the citizens to see me ; crowds at least as great 
would go to see me led to the scaffold. I am determined 
not to remain in Paris. There is nothing to be done 
here.” 

He might have added that he had turned a deaf ear to 
those who proposed that he should use his power to destroy 
the five Directors and seize the reins of Government. 
There was much to be done elsewhere. For the Revolu- 
tion was still in deadly danger; and still its salvation 
rested entirely in the hands of one single main. Let 
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Napoleon suffer eclipse and the warring factions would 
be at each others’ throats again in a day ; the morrow 
of that day must see the end of “ representative govern- 
ment ” and the beginning of some new tyranny, Royalist 
or Terrorist. But how to prevent that ever-present 
danger ? Napoleon was resolved that he would not 
snatch illegally at power, except in the last extremity. 
It was idle, too, to go to England and so fulfil the wishes 
of every foe. 

And yet in England, without doubt, lay the greatest 
of all the dangers which tlireatened the Revolution from 
beyond the frontiers of France. The King of England, 
George III, was the implacable foe of the Revolution and 
of Democracy. He it was who had furnished the French 
Royalists with the means to make their attacks— in La 
Vendde, in the seaports of France, in Paris itself. The 
King of England had sent vast sums of money, too, to 
help the Austrians during the recent war in Italy. His 
ships filled the Mediterranean, his sailors crowded every 
port in that sea from which the sword of Bonaparte had 
not driven them forth. Though the ring of steel about 
the breast of the Revolution was broken on the land ; it 
remained unbroken, infinitely oppressive and infinitely 
dangerous, on the ocean. 

So long as the ships of England held the seas, the King 
of England would be able to strilce where he chose at the 
body of France ; he would be able to send succoiu’ to the 
enemies of France ; he would be able to strengthen those 
hands which, in the very bosom of the Republic, made 
ready to strike the Revolution a mortal blow. 

The Man set out to visit the seaports of the French 
Atlantic coast ; but already a new plan was coming to 
completion in his mind. 

“ The art of war,” he once said, “ lies in calculating 
odds very closely ' to begin .with and then in adding 
exactly, almost mathematically, the factor of chance. 
Chance will always remain a sealed mystery for average 

mindf,” 
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THE SWOOP OF THE SEA.-HAWK 

England then, as now, was deeply concerned about her 
relations with the peoples of India. For the greatness of 
England was founded then, as now, on her vast overseas 
Dominions. To strike at India, therefore, Napoleon 
realized would be to strike at England. 

The way to India, for English ships, lay roimd the Cape 
of Good Hope. But there was a shorter way, overland, 
by Egypt and the narrow Isthmus of Suez. If France, 
argued Napoleon, held Egypt and was able to cut a canal 
through the Isthmus of Suez, from the Mediterranean to 
the Red Sea, her ships would be able to reach India long 
before the ships of England — going by the Cape route — 
could get there. Egypt, therefore, was the key where- 
with to unlock the sealed door of British supremacy in 
India. Let France take Egypt and the ring of steel by 
sea would be pierced just as the ring of steel by land had 
been pierced.' England would be compelled to divide up 
her navies so as to fight in the Mediterranean and the Red 
Sea as well as in the Atlantic and the Indian Oceans. And 
her case would be rendered the harder by reason of the fact 
that all the ports of Spain and of Italy were now closed to 
her. Let Malta be won, as Corsica had been won, and 
England in defending India would be faced with a task too 
great, perhaps, even for her powers. 

There, in a few sentences, are the reasons which deter- 
mined Napoleon to embark on his Egyptian Campaign. 
But he had other reasons not less practical. Liberty, he 
had begun to see, exists only in its exercise — ^in freedom to 
live one’s own life and perform one’s own work, in freedom 

20 " 
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to buy and sell, in freedom to organize and build up. 
France talked all the time about liberty ; but she had 
scarcely, as yet, begun to exercise it. The talk was 
dangerous and led to constant commotions ; the exercise 
must be productive of stability and strength. 

France, in short, in Napoleon’s view needed trade and, 
above all, supplies of raw material for her industries. She 
needed contact with her few remaining colonies that they 
might send her stuffs for her craftsmen to work on and that 
they might buy from her, in exchange, the products of her 
work. It was England which prevented this freedom of 
French trade. The dispersal of the fleets of England, 
which the conquest of Egypt must occasion, would open 
the seas to French ships and so bring about a restoration 
of French trade. Then, the merchant, the peasants and 
the artisan would, all of them, find new openings for their 
enterprise and so taste the first-fruits of the sacrifices they 
had made in the cause of Liberty. The Revolution, too, 
when this happened, would be able at last to save itself— 
for men who are full of productive work have no place in 
their minds for the bitterness of brawling factions. Let 
the Republic make France a nation of producers, a nation 
rich in the arts of peace, and even the promises of the 
Royalists must ring false and hollow. 

Napoleon, therefore, in going to Egypt, was going to 
complete the work which he had begun in Corsica, con- 
tinued during the day of the “ wliift of grapeshot,” and 
brought to full accomplishment in Italy — the work of 
establishing Democracy, the true spirit of the Revolution. 
Italy had crowned the Revolution with the glories of war 
an(|, of statesmanship ; Egypt should bring, in addition, 
the glory of commerce. 

The Directors, those men of the plumed hats, did not 
like this plan and opposed it vigorously. But the Man 
was not to be thwarted. He, who might, had he been less 
careful of law and order, have swept them away and 
seized their power, pleaded with them. He wrung from 
them a reluctant consent. And then he began to prepare 
his expedition. He engaged the services of the best of his 
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Generals of Italy; he took a corps of over 100 men of science 
who should assist him in the development of the resources 
of Egypt — what General before had ever set so shining an 
example to the world ? he took engineers whose business 
it should be to plan and dig the Suez Canal. Thirty 
thousand soldiers were to compose his army. On May 6, 
1798, Napoleon reached Toulon where the expedition had 
been gathered. The soldiers of the Army of Italy wel- 
comed him with a lively joy which nothing could restrain. 

“ Soldiers,” he cried, in a new proclamation, “ you are 
one of the wings of the Army of England ; you have waged 
war in mountains, in plains, at sieges ; you have still to 
wage it on the sea. The Roman Legions, which you have 
sometimes imitated, but not yet equalled, fought Carthage 
by turns on the sea and on the plains of Zama. Victory 
never forsook them, because they were constantly brave, 
patient in enduring fatigue, well disciplined and united 
together. 

“ Soldiers,^ the eyes of Europe are upon you t You 
have great destinies to fulfil, battles to fight, dangers and 
hardships to surmount ; you will do more than you have 
yet done for the prosperity of your country, the happiness of 
mankind, and your own glory. 

“ Soldiers, seamen, infantry, artillery, cavalry, be 
united I Recollect that, on the day of battle, you have 
need of one another. 

“ Soldier-seamen, you have hitherto been neglected ; 
now the greatest solicitude of the Republic is for you. You 
will be worthy of the army of which you form a part. 

“ The genius of liberty, which has made the Republic, 
from her birth, the arbitress of Europe, decrees that she 
shall be so to the most remote seas and nations.” 

The proclamation did not tell where the expedition 
was going. The soldiers had no care. Their “Little 
Corporal ” was with them once more. Before they set 
sail he endeared himself to all of them still further by 
putting a peremptory stop to the cruel persecution of— 
among others — old women and young children which 
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“ Terrorists,” sent by the Directors, were carrying on in 
Toulon as a part of their tyranny. 

The French fleet sailed on May 19. It made, first of 
all, for Genoa, where a convoy awaited it ; then it ran to 
Corsica, where two further convoys had been gathered. 
There were now 400 transports, carrying nearly 30,000 men 
and escorted by fifteen sail of the line, cutters and smaller 
craft — a flotilla of 501 ships, carrying water for one month 
and provisions for two. Napoleon was in the Orient, 
Admiral Bruey’s flagship. He suffered a good deal from 
sea-sickness ; but liis activity never relaxed and he kept 
the men of science, who accompanied him, busy answering 
his questions. Early in the voyage the Admiral, one 
evening, pointed out to the General the distant summits 
of the Alps lighted by the setting sun. 

“ I think,” wrote Bourrienne, of this incident, “ that I 
can see Bonaparte still. He stood for a long time motion- 
less, and then, bursting from his trance, exclaimed : 

“ ‘ No, I cannot behold the land of Italy without 
emotion. Those mountains command the plains where 
I have so often led the French to victory. With them we 
will conquer again.’ ” 

On June 9 Napoleon’s fleet reached Malta, that tre- 
mendous fortress in which a “ round- table ” of lazy 
Knights — ^the Knights of Malta — ^relics of the Middle Ages 
— ^lived in luxury and in pomp. The Man had already 
determined that this fortress — ^to which the English sailors 
were welcome visitors — ^must be secured. But the Knights 
refused admittance. Napoleon instantly landed troops 
and surrounded the place. He brought his guns to bear 
on it. The next day the Knights surrendered. The Man 
had gained possession of the best harbour in the Mediterra- 
nean and of one of the strongest fortresses in the world 
almost without striking a blow. His daring and his name 
and, it is said, his diplomacy had given him what his guns 
could never — ^had the place been properly defended — 
have afforded him. Ten days later he sailed for Egypt, 
leaving a strong garrison behind him. 
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So far he had not seen a single English ship. Yet the 
ships of England were hunting liim, day and night, across 
all the broad Mediterranean — ^the ships of England under 
the command of Nelson. Nelson, with thirteen sail of the 
line, had made, first of all, for Toulon. Then he had gone 
to Naples, and then to Egypt. But the Prench had not 
yet reached Egypt. Nelson refused to wait, fearing that 
he had made a mistake. He sailed for the Dardanelles, 
thinking that this might be Napoleon’s object. On July 1, 
Napoleon came in sight of Alexandria. He had passed 
.scatheless — ^without a shot fired — ^through the wall of steel 
which England had built up on the seas. Egypt lay before 
his wondering gaze. 

Egypt, as Napoleon knew, was then an oppressed 
country like Italy ; foreigners ruled it. But these 
foreigners — ^the Mamelukes — were not lazy cowards like 
the Knights of Malta ; they were, on the contrary, brave 
and warlike men, perhaps the strangest and most romantic 
body of warriors in the world. The Mamelukes were 
slaves who had been bought by Turks in Circassia. 
They were chosen, each one of them, for good looks 
alone. The Turkish Government then sent them off, 
pitiable orphans, to Egypt to be trained as cavalrymen. 
Nothing was ever told them — if indeed anything was 
known — about their parents or their birth ; they possessed 
no’ home, no country, no relations. They were soldiers 
— ^that and nothing more. And they held it an honour 
to be without origin, to have been bought at a high 
price and to be immensely handsome and immensely brave. 
Every Mameluke was treated as a land of nobleman ; 
he had two body-servants of the native Egyptians and 
the natives were compelled to Idss his oppressing hands. 
Egypt was supposed to belong to the Turks ; in reality 
it belonged to the Mamelukes who had become almost 
independent of their Turkish masters and who did exactly 
what they chose. 

It was these “ Orphans of the Desert ” against whom 
Napoleon must fight. He had already studied their 
history and he possessed a good cause of quarrel with them 
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— for they had for long been iiiterfering with French 
merchants and French commerce. He determined to 
spring npon them before they were properly prepared to 
defend themselves. 

His ships reached Alexandria in a gale ; they were 
fired at and did not dare to enter the harbour. The Man 
decided to land at once on the rocky coast, even though the 
sun had already begun to set over the desert. He was 
the first to spring into the long-boat prepared for his u.se. 
His soldiers, seeing that example, clamoured to follow him. 
The hundreds of tiny craft went tossing ashore in the 
gathering darkness, lashed and beaten by the waves. 
The Man sprang on to the beach. An exclamation of 
dismay escaped his lips. A sail was visible just above the 
horizon. Had Nelson found them, after all — at the very 
moment when they were least well able to defend them- 
selves ? 

“ Oh, Fortune ! ” cried Napoleon, “ dost thou desert 
me ? ” 

Fortune did not desert him. The sail belonged to a 
French man-o’-war. The Man paced the beach until 
4,000 of his men had landed. Then he determined to 
rush on the town of Alexandria. Not a single horse had 
as yet come ashore. Through the night, under the deep 
stai’s, the little band hurried on, over the shifting sand. 
When the first, pale light of dawn blanched the Eastern 
sky they had travelled twelve miles. The sun rushed up 
to reveal the towers and minarets of the city of Alexander 
the Great. 

Napoleon caught his breath. He stood a moment to 
gaze on the strange and moving spectacle. Then he gave 
the word to advance. His men rushed at the half-ruined 
walls of the city, whence a brisk fire assailed them. They 
flung their scaling ladders against the walls. Before 
night the Man was master of the city. He told the inhabi- 
tants that he had not come to ravage their land, not even 
to take it away from the Sultan of Turkey to whom it 
rightly belonged. His sword, he declared, was turned only 
against the Mamelukes. 
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“ People of Egypt,” so one of his proclamations ran, 
“you willbe told that I am come to overthrow your religion. 
Believe it not. Reply that I am come to restore your 
rights to you, to punish the usurpers, and that I have a 
much higher respect than the Mamelukes for God, His 
Prophet, and the Koran.” 

It is not surprising that the Man of Soldiers’ Bread 
should have cherished respect for the stern and self-denying 
religion of Mahomet — ^the nearest creed of all, perhaps, to 
that of his beloved Spartans, Nor is it surprising that he 
desired to secure to all men complete religious tolerance. 
By the self-same means Englishmen have since secured to 
England the title of the greatest of Mahometan states. 
The story that Napoleon became a Mahometan himself 
is merely silly. To his soldiers the Man proclaimed : 

“ You are going to undertake a conquest the effects of 
which on the civilization and the commerce of the world are 
incalculable. You will give the surest and the severest 
blow to England which can be given until it lies in your 
power to strike her a death-blow. 

“ The people with whom you are going to live are 
Mohammedans. The first article in their faith is this : 
‘ There is no God but God, and Mahomet is His Prophet.’ 
Do not contradict them. Act towards them as you have 
acted towards the Jews, towards the Italians. Pay 
respect to their Muftis and to their Imans, as you have done 
to the Rabbis and to the Bishops. Show the same tolera- 
tion for the ceremonies prescribed by the Koran and for 
the mosques as you have done for the convents, for the 
synagogues, for the religion of Moses, and for that of Jesus 
Christ. The Roman Legions protected all religions. You 
will here find customs different from tliose of Europe; 
you must habituate yourselves to them. The people 
amongst whom we are come treat women differently from 
us. Recollect that, in every country, he who violates is 
a coward. 

“ The first city that we shall come to was built by 
Alexander. We shall meet, at every step, with glorious 
recollections worthy to excite the emulation of French- 
men.” 



212 THE SWOOP OF THE SEA-HAWK 

When it is remembered that religion had been abolished 
from France by the leaders of the Revolution and that it 
had sometimes, during the days of Terror, been as much as 
a man’s life was worth to profess Christianity openly, the 
full meaning of Napoleon’s proclamation will be realized. 
Napoleon was no lover of priests at any time. But he 
hated religious persecution and always tried to put it dowix. 
He hated, too, to see women ill-treated : “ Becollcct that, 
in every camitry, he who violaies is a coward.^' 

It was the month of July,; the rising of the Nile and 
the floods were due. If Cairo were to be reached — ^by river 
at any rate — ^there was not a day to be lost. Napoleon 
made his arrangements for river transport and then 
decided to rush on, himself, in advance of his boats, aa’oss 
the desert. That was a tremendous decision, for, though 
the desert way to Cairo is the shortest, it is also the most 
difficult and the most trying. How would these soldiers 
of Europe endm'e, for four days, the scorcliing sun and the 
blistering sand, the lack of water, the fearful fatigue ? 

The Man was not kept waiting long for an answer to 
that question. On July 6, his columns began to march. 
The very next day his army reeled in amazement and 
horror. Complaints began to break out, there were ugly 
scowls and mutterings. On the second day the soldiers 
seemed almost mutinous. They saw nothing but the 
everlasting desert, felt nothing but the maddening sun, 
stumbled in wastes of shifting sand, and found themselves 
with scarcely a drop of water and with little or no food. 

That day the Man marched among them, on foot, 
cheering them, and trying to arouse their spirits. That 
night he lay down on the sand beside them. His food for 
the day had been only a dish of lentils — such food as he 
had learned how to enjoy in the Professor’s house at 
Auxonne. The grumblers were put to shame. But when 
the sun rose again, and they saw onee more the awful 
horizons of the sand, their hearts grew afraid. On the 
horizons of the sand Arab horsemen rode, ready, as they 
knew, to cut off any stragglers. The Arabs had destroyed 
ill the wpII'’- 
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“ Wait till you come to Damanhour,” cried Napoleon, 

“ you will find refreshment and shade there. And beyond 
is Cairo.” 

They came to Damanhour. It consisted of but a few 
huts. It held nothing but lentils. A wild outcry broke 
out : “ Where is your Cairo ? We do not believe that 
any such place exists.” Even the officers began to fail 
under the awful, pitiless skies. Lannes — ^the mighty, 
fearless Lannes — and Murat, lord of a score of battles — 
plucked their hats from their heads. They threw their 
hats down and trampled them with their feet into the 
dreadful sand. Only the Man retained his strength and 
his courage. In all tliis violence and mutiny and fmy, 
he was calm, cheerful, resourceful. He ovei'awed them 
all. When he was not encouraging his soldiers he was 
tnlTfin g to the scientists, urging them to make observations 
even in this inferno. The scientists rode on donkeys ; 
the angry soldiers called every scientist “ an ass.” 

But the spirit of the Man had quelled the soldiers and 
it had lifted them up. Their grumblings grew less ; their 
courage returned. They began to sing again their march- 
ing songs — those mighty hymns of the Revolution, the 
cadences of which had throbbed already through every 
land in Europe : 

“ Allans enfanis de la Patrie. . . .” 

And so, singing and glorying in their leader whose 
leadership never failed and whose courage was indeed like 
water in the desert, they came at last to the Nile and to 
salvation. And, after that, the marching was along the 
river banks. The soldiers grew cheerful again and began 
to develop a lildng for the men of science, the “ horsemen 
of the donkeys.” The morning of July 21, 1798, broke. 
The French Army beheld on its left across the Nile the 
minarets of Cairo, on its right the Pyramids and the 
Sphinx. 

The rays of the rising smi smote the minarets and 
Cairo flashed and glowed a city all of gold. Even the 
Pyramids seemed to have been set aflame, Napoleon 
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galloped down the ranks. He halted his horse and pointed 
to the Pyramids : 

“Consider,” he cried, “that from the summits of 
those Pyramids forty centuries have their eyes fixed 
upon you,” 

The army advanced. A sight still more splendid and 
more awe-inspiring awaited it — the army of the Mamelukes 
drawn up to defend the eity, ten thousand horsemen clad 
in armour of steel, inlaid with gold. The sunlight swept 
ten thousand lances and the air was full of the glitter of 
naked steel. Like diamonds, those spear-points flashed 
and scintillated. Like silver shone the helmets and the 
breast plates. A mighty shout of defiance rose from ten 
thousand throats. The “ Orphans of the Desert ” drove 
their spurs into their horses’ flanks. 

The charge of the Mamelukes is among the imperish- 
able wonders of the world. Like a tide they came, surging 
and foaming, fuming in the clouds of dust which enveloped 
them as spray ; the living waters were poured out on the 
bayonets of France. And the waters wei’e turned to 
blood. The terrible horsemen, the dread of Egypt and of 
all the caravan routes of Africa and Asia, were broken, 
scattered, dismayed. . . . 

The tide of blood ebbed away from the French bayonets. 
The Battle of the Pyramids was at on end. Cairo lay at 
the feet of its conqueror. 

The Man entered the great city. He took immediate 
steps to see that his promises to the Egyptians should be 
fulfilled, and he gave himself, all day and all night, to the 
work of organizing the country, of giving it better laws, 
better sanitation, better conditions of life. His mercy 
and his wisdom filled the natives with wonder and a 
chant in his honour was sung in the Great Mosque. 
But the day of August 1, 1798, the day of the Battle of 
the Nile, was at hand. Nelson bad found the ships of 
his enemy at last. 

The transports, it is true, were empty. But the raen- 
o’-wax remained. The Sea-Hawk of England swooped 
down on his prey. In one awful and splendid night the 
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fleet of 501 ships, which had brought Napolcou and his 
soldiers from France, was ruined and destroyed. The 
Orient, the flagship on which the Man himself had crossed 
the Mediterranean, took lire at ten o’clock, shortly after 
Admiral Brueys had been killed on his quarter-deck. 
The great ship blew up with so frightful an explosion that 
the battle automatically ceased for a little while. The 
awful sound was followed by a silence still more awful. 
It was of the Captain of the Orient, Casa Bianca, a Corsican, 
that the famous lines begimiing, “ The boy stood on the 
burning deck. ...” were written. 

Of tlnrteen ships of the French line, nine were taken 
and two burned ; of fom French frigates one was sunk and 
one burned. The French lost 5,225 killed and 3,105 
wounded. The British loss was 895 killed and wounded. 
The Sea-Hawk had done his work well. The wall of steel 
by sea, which Napoleon had pierced, was restored again. 
The Man, to his dismay, found himself on the outer side of 
the wall of steel, shut off from France, without even the 
means of returning to her. So terrible a situation must 
have daunted the spirit of the strongest. ■ For a moment 
Napoleon staggered. Then the grey eyes recovered their 
steadiness. The stem features were composed. 

“ We must die in this country,” he said, “ or get out of 
it as great as the ancients.” 

Not by a flicker of an eyelid did the Man betray to his 
soldiers the anxiety he felt. On the contrary, he attended 
festivals and held reviews. He was present at the festival 
of the Nile on August 22, and he became — after Monge, 
the man of science — ^President of the Institute of Egypt, 
which he had founded. He proposed the following scientific 
inquiries ; 

“ The best construction of wind- and watermills | to 
find a substitute for hops, wliich do not grow in Egypt ; to 
find the best places for planting 'vunes ; how to bring water 
to the citadel of Cairo ; where to dig wells ; how to cool 
and cleanse the water of the Nile ; how to dispose, use- 
fully, of the rubbish of Cairo j how to make gunpowder in 
Egypt.” 
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The men of science and the engineers addressed them- 
selves to these pi’oblems. The Battle of the Nile began to 
assume less terrifying proportions. Napoleon wrote to 
Madame Brueys, the wife of the Admiral Avho liad lost his 
life, a letter full of kindness and sympathy : 

“ Your husband has been killed by a cannon ball while 
fighting on his quarter-deck. He died without suffering 
— ^the death the most easy and envied by the brave. I feel 
warmly for your grief. The moment which separates us 
from the object which we love is terrible ; we feel isolated 
on earth ; we almost experience the convulsions of the last 
agony ; _ the faculties of the soul are annihilated ; its 
connection with the earth is preserved only across a veil 
which distorts everything. We feel, in such a situation, 
that there is nothing which still binds us to life ; that it 
were far better to die ; but when . . . we press our children 
to our hearts, tears and more tender sentiments arise and 
life becomes bearable for their sakes. Yes, Madame, they 
will open the foimtains of your heart ; you will watch then’ 
childhood ; educate their youth ; you will speak to them 
of their father, of your present grief and of the loss which 
they and the Republic have sustained in his death.” 

A strange letter, perhaps, to come from the pen of a 
young man of twenty-nine years of age. But the writer, 
alas I knew only too well those feelings which he described. 
He, too, felt isolated on earth. For a blow more terrible 
than the swoop of the Sea-Hawk Nelson had smitten him 
down. 

Once again it was the hand of Josephine which had 
stimck him. That beautiful, frail woman had accom- 
panied him from Paris to, Toulon when he set sail ; and she 
had seemed, in those precious days, to love him at least 
a little. In that love ho had forgotten the days at Milan ; 
he had even persuaded himself that perhaps, after all, 
she eared for him in her own gay fashion. But now came 
news from France— news carried through the wall of 
steel — that Josephine was living openly with a man who 
had been too familiar with her in Italy and whom, Napoleon 
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hadj in consequence, sent back from that country to France 
— a cavalry officer named Hippolyte Charles. 

The news reached the Conqueror of Egypt at the time 
when both Europe and Asia were ringing with his name. 
In the first chill of realization he wrote to Joseph : 

“ I am th’ed of human nature. I want solitude and 
isolation ; grandeur wearies me ; my affections are 
dried up.” 

But presently there came reaction. He had Jose- 
phine’s son by her first husband, Eug^e Beauhamais, 
with him, and he loved the lad of eighteen deeply. He 
actually revealed his distress to the boy who wrote long 
afterwards ; 

“ It was generally at night that he thus unbosomed 
himself, walking mth great strides up and down his tent. 
I was the only person to whom he could talk openly. . . . 
I comforted him as best I could and as much as my age 
and the respect I felt for him permitted.” 

Others were less considerate, and one of his officers, 
Junot, told him frankly that the whole Army of Italy had 
known what was going on — only the husband, as usual, 
had been blind. Bom’rienne, who was present, tried to 
soften matters. Napoleon turned on him : 

“ Had you cared for me you would have told me all 
I have just learned from Junot. He is a true friend. 
Josephine ! and I am 600 leagues away. . . . You ought 
to have told me . . . Josephine 1 to have thus deceived 
me ! She ! Woe to them I I will exterminate the whole 
tribe of fops and puppies. . . 

Bourrienne spoke of Napoleon’s glory. 

“ My glory I What would I not give if only what Junot 
has told me were not true, so dearly do I love the woman.” 

Josephine was, in fact, living with Hippoljde Charles, 
and going about openly with him every day in Paris, so 
that all “ the asses in Paris ” laughed — ^^vhile decent folk, 
filled with love and admiration of the Man of France and 
Italy and Egypt, blushed to behold his shame. 
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The poison corroded Napoleon’s soul. He was a Corsi- 
can, as fierce and proud as he was brave and wise. He 
was, too, the sword of the Revolution, the hope of twenty 
millions of honest Frenchmen. Those who mocked him, 
mocked also the cause for which, daily, he gave all that he 
had. They mocked lus beloved soldiers, the men of Lodi, 
of Arcole, of Rivoli, of the Pyramids. They mocked the 
Revolution. France herself. The Man of the Revolution, 
the “ Little Corporal ” of thirty thousand veteran patriots, 
the Sage, the Statesman — a silly cuekold ! 

The grey eyes grew terrible. He spoke of divorce. 
He wrote to Joseph : “ A public overwhelming divorce.” 
But even that would not serve to blot out the shame. 
There was one way, only one way in which the impression 
of catastrophe could be removed. The silly husband must 
show himself, after all, a man of the world. 

Cairo was full of pretty women always on the look out 
for new adventures. Many of these women had tried to 
win the fancy of the all-powerful Commander. The Man, 
in his despair, began to drive about the streets of Cairo in 
an open carnage with a fair-haired girl named Pauline 
Four^s, the wife of a cavalry officer, who had come to 
Egypt disguised as a soldier. He actually issued an order 
to the lady’s husband to return to Europe — ^in the manner 
of King David with Bathsheba. The whole army talked ; 
the whole city was filled with gossip. The fair Pauline 
received, there and then, the nickname of “ Queen of the 
East.” But Eugfene, Josephine’s son, was filled with grief 
and shame. He confided his trouble to Berthier, Napoleon’s 
secretary and aide-de-camp. Berthier told his master. 
Prom that hour the reign of the favoiuite came to an end. 

It is, certainly, a lamentable story — even granting that 
it served its purpose of maJdng the Man of Fiance less 
ridiculous in the eyes of the world. Pauline was a baggage 
and need not be pitied ; the pity lies only against Napoleon 
him.self, and perhap.s — ^though even this is doubtful — 
against Pauline’s husband. 

Let us not forget, however, as we pass judgment, that 
Nelson rushed away from his victory of the Nile to the 
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arms of the lovely Emma Hamilton, the wife of the British 
Minister to the Neapolitan Court, who was his friend and 
admirer. The moral standards of that period were 
somewhat different from the moral standards of to-day. 

And let it be added that all that is certainly known of 
Napoleon’s relations with this girl, Pauline, is that he did 
everything in his power to suggest — ^nay, to advertise — 
that they were irregular. 

There is a strange order of Napoleon’s of this period 
which indicates the manner in which he ruled his army. 
It runs as follows ; 

“ Citizen Boyer, Surgeon, who has been so cowardly as 
to refuse help to some wounded because they were supposed 
to be infected, is imworthy of being a French citizen. He 
is to be dressed in woman’s clothes and paraded through 
the streets of Alexandria on a donkey, with a board on his 
back, on which shall be written : ‘ Tinworthy of being a 
Frenc h citizen-— he fears death .’ ” 



CHAPTER XXXVIII 


THE SULTAN OP FIRE 

But it was not only news about Josephine which the 
couriers from France brought with them. They brought 
also stories of the disorder into which the Government in 
Paris was falling. Again, once again, the Men of the 
Terror and the Royalists were on the warpath ; the whole 
structure of the new Democracy was threatened. 

Napoleon had been told that he might return to France 
whenever he chose, and he would certainly have returned 
at once — for personal as well as for pubUc reasons — ^had 
not another piece of ill-news come to him. The Sultan 
of Turkey, to whom Egypt was supposed to belong, 
had heard of the defeat of the Mamelukes with great 
delight ; but he had no wish to see the French take the 
place of these rebellious warriors. And he had large 
numbers of Englishmen at his Court at Constantinople. 
The Englishmen had told him of Nelson’s victory and 
said that, now, since that victory, the army of Napoleon 
was cut off and could easily be destroyed. The Sultan, 
consequently, was fitting out two armies to destroy 
the French Army. One of these Turldsh armies was to 
come to Egypt overland, round the end of the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, by Palestine and the desert; the other 
was to sail straight across from Constantinople to 
Alexandria. 

The Man realized that he was in a very tight corner 
indeed and that, for the moment, it was utterly impossible 
for him to leave Egypt. Before he could leave his army 
he must establish it in safety. He had scarcely come to 
this decision when a terrible outbrealf, worked up by the 
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friends of the defeated Mamelukes, occurred in Cairo 
itself and threatened to destroy him. He put it down with 
a stern hand, as indeed his position rendered it absolutely 
neeessary that he should do. Then, in February 1799, 
he set out across the desert of Sinai — the \vilderness in 
which Moses led the Israelites — ^to meet the overland 
Turkish Army. 

That movement was swift as the spring of a panther. 
Early in March the Man was in Gaza ; on March 15 he 
took Jaffa and with it a large number of prisoners who had 
already given their word not to fight against him and had 
broken it. He could not again trust these Turkish prisoners 
and he had no means of sending them back to Egypt. It 
was their lives or the lives of his soldiers. He ordered 
them to be shot. Thiers, the great French historian, calls 
that “ the only cruel act of Napoleon’s life.” Y ct the Man 
himself did not regard it in this light, but merely as one of 
the dreadful necessities of war. At St. Helena he said : 

“ I would do the same thing to-morrow and so would 
Wellington or any General commanding an army under 
similar circumstances.” 

He had with him but 18,000 men. The Turkish Army, 
which was approaching, numbered 25,000 men. In these 
circumstances the taking of prisoners was out of the 
question. The French Army, moreover, had become 
infected with plague. On March 20 the Man reached 
Acre, that famous seaport at the foot of Mount Carmel, 
which had been taken, centuries before, by the Crusaders 
under Richard of England, “ the Lion-Hearted.” Napo- 
leon knew how much depended on the taking of Acre. 
If he took it and defeated the Turkish Army, the Holy 
Land and Syria would be his and he might advance at a 
bound towards Damascus and Anatolia. Such a threat to 
Turkey herself would prevent the sailing of th,e second 
Turkish Army which was destined for Egypt. It was 
even possible that Constantinople might be reached and 
the whole Turkish power broken. 

An immediate attack on Acre was made. But the 
place resisted the assault. And the Man had no bi^ siege 
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guns ! His whole train of big guns,, which had been 
sent by sea from Egypt for the very purpose of battering 
in the walls of Acre, had been captured by the ships of the 
King of England under the command of Sir Sidney Smith. 
Once again the ships had triumphed ; the big guns instead 
of being used to break down the walls were actually 
mounted on those very walls for their defence. To try 
to take such a place, defended in such a way without any 
big guns and with only 13,000 men already, many of them, 
plague-stricken, was a desperate enough task in any case. 
Jt was an appalling task in the face of a hostile army 
numbering two to one of the besieging force. 

This hostile army, the overland Turkish Army, was 
coming from Damascus across the River Jordan. Reports 
of excited natives said that it was as numerous “ as the 
stars of heaven and the sands of the sea.” Napoleon, 
undismayed by these reports, resolved to go and meet 
it. He took 6,000 men from his army of 1.3,000 around 
Acre — leaving the remaining 7,000 to continue the siege — 
and marched towards the Jordan. The way lay tlirough 
that valley in which, on the hillside, the little village of 
Nazareth stands. Napoleon spent a night in Nazareth, 
in a religious house. I have often wondered what were 
his thoughts, for his thoughts were always busy with the 
historical events associated with the places he visited, and 
this even on the most urgent occasions. I wonder, some- 
times, too, whether the picture of the tiny Nazareth, as 
he had seen it on that day of his glory, was in his mind at 
St. Helena when he uttered the famous words which, in 
truth, some say were invented for him, but which seem 
to me personally entirely in keeping with his character. 
These words ; 

“ It is not the same with Christ. Everything in Him 
astonishes me ; His spirit soars above mine, and His will 
confounds me. Between Him and every other person in the 
world no comparison is possible. ... I have inspired 
multitudes of men who di^ for me. Certainly I possess 
the secret of this magical power which exalts the sphit. . . . 
Now that I am nailed to this rock, who fights and conquers 
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empires for me ? . . . What an abyss of distance between 
my misery and the eternal reign of Christ — ^ijreached, 
incensed, loved, adored, living through all the world ! Is 
that death ? Is it not rather life ? Such is the death of 
Christ. It is that of God ... all is to me a prodigy, an 
unfathomable mystery that plunges me in a reverie from 
which I caimot escape, a mystery that is under my eyes 
and ebdures, whicli I can neither deny nor explain. I 
see nothing of the human in this.” 

From Nazareth Napoleon rode to Mount Tabor, reputed 
to be the Mount of Transfiguration, where on April 16 the 
battle was already joined with his advance troops. Endor, 
where King Saul eamc in his horror and fear to consult 
the witch, lay a little way to the right. The 6,000 
faced the 25,000 on the plains of the Jordan. Before the 
fall of night the Turkish Aimy was routed and dispersed. 
One Frenchman, under Napoleon, had proved himself 
more than a match for four Turks. 

The Man rushed back to Acre and resumed the siege. 
But his army was dwindling as the result of the battle he 
had fought and because of the ravages of the plague. He 
learned with dismay that 12,000 fresh Turkish troops had 
been brought to Acre in English ships, and were about to 
land in the harbom*. He ordered a last tremendous 
assault. It took place by night. The French broke 
through the walls and entered the tOAvn. But they came 
too late. The enemy’s fresh troops were already ashore 
and the attackers were driven back. Napoleon realized 
that he must give up the unequal task, for, now, only about 
9,000 men remained to him. He had accomplished his 
chief purpose — the destruction of the Tm-kish overland 
army. If he delayed longer the Turkish sea army might 
reach Egypt before he Avas able to return there. “Mr. 
Smith,” he recorded in his diary, “ is firing away, hot and 
heavy,” 

He gave the order to put an end to the siege and set 
his face, to return to Egypt. In spite of his smashing 
victory over the Turkish overland army, he was bitterly 
disappointed. Acre and Acre alone stood between him 

o 
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and Llic rulcrsbip of the Holy Laud, perhaps bet\vceii him 
and the conquest of Turkey. Had he captured Acre the 
Turks would scarcely have dared to .send an array by sea 
to Egypt and he might have remained in Palestine and 
organized that rich land. Li.stead he must flee back, across 
the dreadful desert of Sinai, to light the sea army which 
now would certainly be sent against him. 

But the Man n ever allowed himself vain regret s. Since 
he Had not succeeded in saving Egypt entirely in 
Palestine, he must save Egypt in Egypt itself. Like a 
whirlwind he sped back to Cairo, braving and over- 
coming danger, including the plague. (The story that 
he ordered plague-stricken soldiers to be given overdoses 
of opium is now known to be a slander.) 

He did not come a moment too soon. The friends of 
the Mamelukes wei’c stirring up irew trouble, and his own 
troops, who had been left to guard the country, were 
• growing mutinous. They were sick of Egypt and wanted 
to return to France ; they complained bitterly that they 
had been brought to die in these horrible deserts. 
Napoleon set his teeth. Once more he cast over those 
mutinous men of his the spell of his persoirality. He 
rallied them ; he encouraged them ; he shamed them ; 
he filled them with his strong spirit. They began to hope ; 
they lifted up their heads. 

The revolts were quelled. Preparations for meeting 
the sea army of the Turlcs were pushed forward. The 
Man snatched victory out of the greedy fists of despair. 
He rushed to the coast, where the sea army had already 
landed. He had with him but 6,000 men, the same 
number as that with wliich, in Palestine, two months 
before, he had defeated the overland Turkish Army of 
25,000. The Turkish sea army numbered 13,000. But 
the sea army was led by English officers and had the 
support of English ships ; and it was composed of the 
finest of the Turkish fighting men. Napoleon Avas advised 
to Avait, before attacldng, until more troops should have 
reached him from Cairo. 

He did not wait. That SAvift and faultless judgment 
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perceived that the leaders of the sea army liad made a 
mistake in the way they liad placed their troops. Just 
as the red sun came up on the morning of July 25, the 
6,000 Frenclimen were ordered to advance. The Turks 
fought fiercely and the gunboats of England, sailing on 
the same waters as those on which, almost a year before, 
Nelsozi had destroyed the Freneh fleet, raked the gallant 
6,000 with tlieir fire. The battle became, in a short 
time, a hand-to-hand encounter, an affair of swords and 
daggers. But the Man, whom the Egyptians Iiad named 
“ Sultan Kebir,” the Sultan of Fire, had not miscalculated. 
The Turks found themselves at a disadvantage. The 

13.000, outmanmuvred and dismayed, broke before the 

6.000. Panic seized them. They rushed back, down 
the sands, and hurled themselves into the sea. The 
whole Turkish Aimy was utterly destroyed. 

More than 12,000 Turkish corpses floated, a few days 
later, in that Bay of Aboukir on the waters of which 
the bodies of so many French sailors had floated a year 
before. Egypt was saved. 

The great French General, Kleber, who arrived mth 
the now uimecessary reinforcements later in the day, 
when he saw what had been done, clasped the Man in 
his arms. 

“ General,” he cried wth deep emotion, “ you are as 
great as the world.” 

Napoleon deserved that compliment. For though the 
Sea-Hawk of England, the glorious Nelson, had cut off his 
line of retreat, and separated him from France, though 
Josephine, his beloved wife, had plmiged the dagger of 
public shame in his heart, though Cairo had tmee revolted 
against him and threatened the very existence of his army, 
though two — ^relatively — ^immense Turkish armies had 
been sent against him, though the loss of his big guns had 
brought about the failure of his attack on Acre, and though 
plague and muthiy had, each in its own way, undermined 
the courage and devotion of his soldiers, yet had Napoleon 
made Egypt safe for France and so, in spite of Nelson’s 
victory, forced England to divide her fleets and extend the 
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sphere of her activity. Disaster, despair, a thousand 
dangers and distresses had not prevented the Man from 
achieving in full the purpose which he had set out to 
achieve. 

The Revolution had been well served by its son. But 
what, meanwhile, had been happening to the Revolution ? 
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Napoleon soon learned the tnith — ^through the instru- 
mentality of a packet of newspapers which Sir Sydney 
Smith, his noble adversary of Acre, had the courtesy to 
send to liim. The truth was far worse than could possibly 
have been anticipated. 

France, in a single year, had lost all the glory and the 
strength which the Man had won for her by his Italian 
campaign. Italy was again in the hands of her oppressors 
— of Austria and Sardinia, of the Pope and the King of 
Naples. The ring of steel by land had been almost 
completely restored. And in Paris chaos and confusion 
reigned. One group of Directors had given place to 
another; but the new seemed to be worse than the old. 
The Government was bankrupt, penniless, discredited. 
The rival gangs were howling their rage at each other. 
Distracted and dismayed France looked in vain for a 
deliverer. Again men said that anything, even the return 
of the King to Versailles, would be better than this defeat 
and disorder, this endless procession of suffering and 
shame. 

Napoleon spent the whole night, after he received the 
bundle of newspapers, in devouring this lamentable news. 
He cried to his aide-de-camp as he read : 

“ Heavens, my presentiment is verified. The fools have 
lost Italy. All the ftuits of our victories are gone ! 
I must leave Egypt I ” He added : If ever I have the 
luck to set foot in France again the reign of chatter is 
over.” 



228 A TRUNDLE OF NEWSPAVERS 

The decision was no sooner taken than it was carried 
out. Tile Man appointed Klcbcr to take over his command 
— and he never, in all his life, made a better appointment. 
On August 22, 1799, with Berthier, his secretar}^ Lannes, 
Murat, and other Generals, and two of the scientists whom 
he had brought with him, he set sail in one of the few 
French ships which remained available. He left a victori- 
ous army ; he braved what his friends told him was almost 
certain capture by the English. But he was not afraid. 
When the ship was becalmed some of the officers begged 
him to try to return to Alexandria. 

“ Be quiet,” he said. “ We shall pass in safety.” 

I do not know why Napoleon felt this confidence, but 
that he did feel it there is no doubt. The fear of the 
English ships simply left him unmoved. Probably his 
mind was reacliing forward already to the danger, with 
which he was rushing to grapple, that the Revolution 
would fall once more into the hands of the Men of the 
Terror. 

His reading of the newspapers had shown him how great 
that danger had become, for the Revolution was back 
again in the position which it had occupied under the 
Government of the “ Dreamers.” France was threatened 
anew by all the Bangs ; the Men of the Terror were raising 
their heads and calling for a new Danton and a new 
Robespierre. It was obvious that they were making ready 
to strike a blow against the Government — ^the Directors. 
The chances of success, for these new Terrorists, as 
Napoleon could see, were good. For, of the five Directors, 
two — Gohier and Moulins — ^were drawn from the ranks of 
the Men of the Terror, and one of these two, Goliier, was 
President of the “ Big Five.” This was a different “ Big 
Five ” from that the Man had left behind him a year ago ; 
the Government had, in the last year, been patched and 
pulled about like an old coat. Would the other three 
Directors help or liindcr the schemes of the Men of the 
Terror ? There was the question which set Napoleon 
pacing the decks of the ship and wliich made him careless 
of present dangers. 
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Among the other three was his old acquaintance “ wine- 
women -and-song ” Barras. Napoleon knew his Barras. 
The man was hopelessly corrupt, hopelessly addicted to 
luxury and good living. Barras would always support 
the strongest party — ^but he would not give his support 
till he Avas quite sure which Avay the cat was going to jump. 
The Men of the Terror Avould need to shoAV some convincing 
evidence that they were likely to win if they wanted to get 
Barras’s vote. Happily Barras was the only danger, for 
the remaining two members of the Big Mve had no 
sympathy with the Men of the Terror. They were Siey^s, 
the ex-priest, the man whom Mirabeau had nick-named 
“ Mahomet ” in the far-off days of King Louis’ Parliament 
at Versailles, and Roger Ducos. It was “ Mahomet ” 
who really matbered, for Roger always followed his friend’s 
lead. 

“ Mahomet ” was a “ Moderate,” a dreamer, and all 
the moderate men in both the Houses of Parliament — ^the 
Ancients and the Five Hundred — ^folloAved “ Mahomet ” 
and trusted him, France, too, the great mass of the 
French folk, followed “ Mahomet,” Napoleon’s eyes grew 
troubled. The mischief of “ Mahomet ” was that, like all 
“ Dreamers,” he talked but did not act. At King Louis’ 
Parliament at Versailles, when everybody was saying that 
a Constitution must be made for France — “ like a pudding ” 
as Arthur Young remarked — “ Mahomet ” had made an 
excellent Constitution, But that “ pudding,” much to 
the annoyance of its cook, had never been eaten. Most of 
" Mahomet’s ” plans seemed to fall down, And yet who 
else was there to prevent the Men of the Terror from 
seizing power and setting up their guillotines once more ? 
With “ Mahomet,” or without “ Mahomet,” Democracy, 
the Revolution, France herself, must be saved from the 
men of the red carts and the guillotipe. 

Suddenly the calm which had received the ship in the 
first days of her voyage was broken. A fierce gale began 
to blow. The vessel was driven far out of her course, and 
was compelled to run for shelter to the nearest harbour. 
As it happened the nearest harbour was that of Ajaccio in 
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Corsica. It was the captain of the ship, not his dis- 
tinguished passenger, who decided on Ajaccio. But 
Napoleon, for all his anxiety and all his hurry, rejoiced iu 
the decision. Once more he would set foot on his dear 
island. 

The ship hove to. A boat came out to her. Later 
Napoleon, with his brothers-in-arms, Lannes and Murat 
and Berthier, walked up the familiar street from the 
harbour to the Citadel amid the ecstasy of the town. The 
Man showed his friends “ the house in which we lived ” — 
the house from which his mother had fled away and which 
Paoli’s men had ravaged. Where were Paoli’s men now, 
six years after that event ? Napoleon, the man who had 
driven out the English, was hailed by the whole mass of 
his fellow-townsmen. Those who, six years ago, had 
cursed, now poured out blessings 5 those who had been 
ready to spill Napoleon’s blood and the blood of his mother 
and brothers and sisters, humbly begged his forgiveness. 

The eater of soldiers’ bread forgave them all — ^lie for- 
gave even Paoli, now an exile once more in London. But 
he found it hard to forgive the French Government the 
fact that the troops stationed in Corsica had not been paid 
for more than a year 1 

Ajaccio prepared to make amends with feastings and 
fireworks, balls and bonfires. And as the wind blew 
contrary and the ships of England hovered on the horizons, 
there was time for these junketings. But the sweetest 
moment of all was Camilla Dari’s moment when, shyly, 
the good old woman, who had mothered the hero’s 
earliest hom’s, came to him carrying in her hand a bottle 
of milk : 

“ Take it,” she stammered, “ for though once I gave 
you the milk of my heart, now I have only the milk of my 
goat to give you.” 

I like to pieture that moment and to remember that 
the Man gave Camilla rich gifts of land and later brought 
her specially to Paris to see him crowned Emperor of the 
French, introducing her there, with pride and love, to the 
Pope and all the other dignitaries of the world. . . . 
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The wind veered. A fancy-dress ball which was in 
progress was interrupted. Napoleon bade good-bye to 
his boyhood’s home. The sliip stood out to .sea ; wlicji 
dark came the mountains had simk below the horizon. 
Napoleon at thirty years of age had looked liis last on 
Ajaccio, though he was destined, from a distance, to see 
Corsica once again. 

The coast of France rose up over the boAVS. 
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The ship put into Frejus, tlmt quiet little town on the 
Riviera. The moment it became known that General 
Bonaparte was aboard the sea became studded with dozens 
of rowing boats. The good fisherfolk of Frejus seized the 
Man and carried him ashore in utter disregard of the 
protests of the quarantine officers. 

“ There is plague in Eg 3 q)t,” these officers cried. 

“ Better plague than the Austrians,” answered the 
hero-worshippers. 

And so spoke all France,, from the Mediterranean to the 
North Sea. France came to the Man and took him in her 
arms, and in these strong, faithful arms, to the sound of 
pealing bells and by the light of mighty bonfires, carried 
him all the five hundred miles from Frejus to Paris. For 
France, not less than Napoleon, feared the second coming 
of the Men of the Terror. At six o’clock in the morning 
of October 18, 1799, the Man descended from his post- 
chaise at his own door in the Rue Chantereine. 

The street was empty ; Paris had not yet awakened. 
He knoeked on the door. 

“ Josephine I ” 

But Josephine was not there. She had gone to meet 
her husband, and, by ill luck, had taken the wrong road. 
Napoleon had her son Eugene with him ; he asked the boy 
to leave him alone. Two hours later, at eight o’clock, he 
left the house and drove to the palace of the Tuilerics to 
report himself to the President of the Big Five, Gohier, 
one of the Men of the Terror. The guard at the palace 
recognized him. 
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“ Bonaparte for Ever ! ” they shouted as they 
presented arms. 

The next days ivere days of illumination. For all 
Paris rushed to -vvorshiis the Rising Sun. The Men of the 
Terror came ; and Napoleon learned as a fact what he 
had guessed already, namely, that the Men of the Terror 
were ready to act ; they proposed that Napoleon, who had 
been the friend of Augustin Robespierre, should act ■with 
them. The moderate men came too, and spoke of their 
fear of the Men of the Terror. And the soldiers came and 
spoke of their disgust. For though the armies of the 
Kings had been driven back at Zurich, yet Italy was lost 
and all the fruits of Napoleon’s great treaty of peace were 
lost. Peace itself, which Imd seemed already at hand 
only a year ago, was lost. 

“ To •the devil with the Ia\vyers ! ” (politicians) cried 
the soldiers. “ We will follow you 1 ” 

That was the cry of twenty million Frenchmen, peasants 
and fisherfolk, workmen and merchants. Yet the Man 
gave no sign. He had sworn to obey the Government. 
And besides, his heart was heavy. Josephine had returned 
but he had not yet seen her. 

He had refused, on the advice of his mother and 
.sisters and brothers, to have any dealings with her. 
Lucien, especially, had been emphatic on that point — ^for 
Lueien was now a rising politician and resented bitterly 
the shame which Josephine’s beha'viour had brought 
on the whole family. On the day on which news of 
Napoleon’s return to France had reached Paris, Lucien 
had been made Chairman (“ Speaker ”) of the Lovver House 
of Parliament, the Five Hundred, as a special mark of 
esteem to Napoleon. Lucien was in no mood to see his 
brother befooled any further. 

“ No further relations between us,” said Napoleon. 
“ She shall not set foot in my house. What do I care 
what people will say ? . . . Forgive her ? Never / ” 

And so, while tlie study of the house in the Rue 
Chantereine was open to dl France, it was closed to 
Josephine, The Man ate alone ; he came and went alone. 
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The procession of his callers, of the great and the greedy, 
the fierce and the frivolous, the courageous and the merely 
cunning continued all day and far into the night, and the 
Rue Chantcreine was full of gaping sightseers. There were 
elieers every time Napoleon showed liimselC — ^the echo 
of the cheers of a whole nation, longing for the peace 
and rest wliich Napoleon alone seemed able to bestow. 
News came, indeed, that for sheer joy of the Man’s 
return an honest Member of Parliament had fallen down 
dead. 

Among the callers were Talleyrand and Fouch6. 
But “ Mahomet ” Sieyfes did not come. “ Mahomet ” 
who, years later, on liis death-bed, was to lie delirious, 
shuddering still in fear of Robespierre and the guillotine, 
remembered only that General Bonaparte had been 
Augustin Robespierre’s friend. “ Mahomet,” alone of all 
the moderate men, said that France had no need of 
Napoleon. “ Let us forget him,” cried ” Mahomet ” almost 
with anguish, “ and then perhaps he will be forgotten.” 

So it would be necessary to save France without 
“Mahomet.” Napoleon grew more and more uneasy. And 
more and more the idea of divorcing Josephine weighed 
sadly on his mind. He closed his doors to the callers and 
hid himself. Josephine had been living under the same 
roof with lum for three days and he had not seen her 1 On 
the third day he ordered her to leave the house. 

“ As sire came down the staircase in tears,” he after- 
wards recorded, “ I saw Eugene and Hortense, who were 
following her, sobbing. I was not given a heart for nothing, 
and I cannot remain unmoved when I see tears flowing. 
Eug&ne followed me to Egypt. I have accustomed myself 
to look on him as my adopted son ; he is so brave, he is 
such a good boy I Hortense is just coming out ; all who 
knew her speak liighly of her. I confess, I was deeply 
moved, I couldn’t resist the sobs of these two poor children.; 
I said to myself : ‘ Are they to be the victims of their 
mother’s ill-conduct ? ’ I stopped Eugene, Hortense 
turned back with her mother. I said nothing. How 
could I help it ? Every man is weak I ” 
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And still Prance waited for Ms decision, and still the 
danger which he had come to avert drew nearer. Paris 
hummed with rumours. The armies of the Kings threat- 
ened on the frontiers. The Royalists, who had not come 
to Napoleon, had their ears strained to listen. The “ Big 
Five " sent for Napoleon and offered him the command of 
any of the armies which he might choose to command. 
He asked for a little more rest. He went to dine with 
Barras at the Luxembourg Palace at Barras’s request. 
Barras dangled a bait before Ms eyes ; the advantage of 
worldng with himself. Barras spoke for an hour, using 
every kind of persuasion, direct and indirect. And 
during all that hour Napoleon did not utter a single 
word. The moment he left Barras he went to the rooms of 
“ Mahomet ” Siey^s who, as a member of the “Big Five,” 
also had apartments at the Luxembourg Palace. Thanks 
to the underground work of Talleyi’and, Napoleon knew 
that “ Mahomet ” was getting over his first nervousness 
and was ready to receive Mm. 

“ Barras,” said Napoleon to “ Mahomet,” “ is a rascal, 
a rotter. I will not act with Mm, but only with yourself.” 

“ Mahomet,” as usual, had a plan in his pocket. The 
"Big Five,” the Government of the Directors, he said, can- 
not save the Revolution. Unless we act at once the Men 
of the Terror will jump into the saddle. But I cannot 
consent to act except in accordance with the laws. 

“ Nor I ! ” said Napoleon. “ I have always refused to 
break the laws. Besides, there is no necessity j we have 
Prance with us.” 

That was the language “Mahomet” wanted to hear, the 
language which he had been afraid that he would never 
hear from the friend of Augustin Robespierre. He drew 
Ms plan from Ms pocket and began to expound it. 

The “Big Five,” he pointed out, is divided against itself. 
Two of its members, Gohier and Moulins, ai’e Men of the 
Terror ; Roger Ducos and I are, as you know, moda’ate 
men. Finally there is Barras. I propose that Roger and 
I should resign our membersMp and — ^I tMnk it can be 
donP' — ■Rpi’Tpf with Tf we sueeepd in th“t move 



286 


“BONAPARTE FOR EVER!” 


there wil] be no (^iovcriimcnt left, l)ccause the law says that 
no decisions can be taken mdess three members of the “Big 
Five ” are present. Goliier and Moulins will be powa’less. 
“ Mahomet ” the Plan-maker stopped there, perhaps, to 
allow his young friend to appreciate his wisdom and his 
wiliness. 

It will be necessary, he continued, in these circum- 
stances, for the two Houses of Parliament to appoint a 
new Government. I propose that instead of a “ Big Five ” 
we should have a “ Big Three.” And 1 pi-o[)ose that the 
“Big Three” should be called Consuls, in the Roman 
fashion, and not Directors. The three Consuls will be 
yourself, my friend Roger and myself. 

Again, perhaps, “ Mahomet ” paused. 

The trouble is, he added, that the Lower House of 
Parliament, the Five Hundred, is packed full of Men of 
the Terror. You know these people as well as I do. At the 
first wliisper of my plan they will go tearing off to their 
kennels and their gutters, shouting that the Revolution is 
hi danger. They will raise their horrid mobs and we shall 
have bloody heads on pikes once again. 

“ Mahomet ” shuddered, certainly, as he spoke. Then 
he began to explain how the danger of the arousing of 
King Mob might be avoided. The Parliament must not 
meet in Paris. It must choose the new Government 
elsewhere — at St. Cloud, for example. Mirabeau had given 
that very piece of advice to King Louis ten years before. 
“ Don’t rmi away to the frontiers,” he had said, “ but go 
away, calmly and openly, to some other place where the 
mobs cannot pour into your palace or your parliament.” 
King Louis did not take Mirabeau’s advice. Napoleon 
assented instantly to the advice of “ Mahomet ” Siey6s. 

“ For God’s sake let us have no more mobs." 

“Mahomet” must have warmed to liis young friend 
now. In Ms own mind he had already selected as the place 
of meeting of the Parliament the orangery of the palace at 
St, Cloud — ^that palace, now destroyed, which poor Marie 
Antoinette had built for herself in the days before the 
crash in order to escape from the insufferable odours of the 
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ill-drained Versailles, and in the gardens of which, after 
the crash had begun to resound, she had received Mirabeau 
secretly, by night, to ask his help. “ Mahomet ” said that 
he had thought out a plan by which the Parliament could 
be transferred to St. Cloud without breaking any law. 
The Upper House of Parliament, the Ancients, had the 
legal right to say exactly where and exactly when the 
Parliament was to meet. 

“ I can answer,” said “ Mahomet,” “ for the Ancients. 
The majority of them are my men. They will do what I 
wish.” 

“ Mahomet ” added that he would ask the Ancients to 
appoint General Bonaparte Commander of the troops 
charged with the duty of superintending the removal of the 
Parliament from Paris to St. Cloud, and he pointed out 
that, happily, Napoleon’s brother Lucien was President 
of the Lower House, the Five Hundred, from which the 
real trouble was to be expected. Then he and Napoleon 
shook hands and separated. 

“ Mahomet ” chose November 9 for making the first 
move of his game of political chess. He got “ whips ” 
sent to the Ancients summoning them to meet at seven 
o’clock in the morning. The Five Hundred were smn- 
moned for eleven o’clock, that is, four hours later. Thus 
the dangerous men, the Men of the Terror, who were 
members of the Five Hundred, would probably be still 
in bed while the decision was being taken by the Ancients 
to move to St. Cloud. Even so, however, “ Mahomet ” 
did not feel quite safe— «o great was his fear of King Mob 
and of the friends of Robespierre. He got Napoleon to 
see, personally the Colonel in charge of one of the dragoon 
regiments stationed in the capital and find out the feeling 
of the men. Many of these men were veterans of the Army 
of Italy ; there was no doubt about their feeling. It was 
arranged that, under pretext of holding a review in the 
Place de la Concord the troops should, at five o’clock in 
the morning, be placed round the palace of the Tuileries 
where, at seven o’clock, tlie meeting of the Andents was 
to occur. In addition, mounted men were to be posted in 
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the Rue Cliantereiue, on each side of Napoleon’s house — 
in ease of aeeidents. “ Mahomet ” himself had already 
taken riding lessons so as to be mounted on the great day. 
The Men of the Terror should find that it was neeessary to 
rise early in order to be up before “ Mahomet ” Sieyes, the 
Plan-maker. 

Napoleon, also, had had his experience of plan-maldug. 
He sent notices to all the officers, who wished to be pre- 
sented to him, that he would receive them at six-o’clock 
breakfast on the morning of November 9, and he bade 
to this breakfast every general in Paris who had offered 
him support. He also invited to breakfast Gohier, the 
President of the “ Big Five ” and the leader of the Men of 
the Terror, who, as yet, had no belief that anything serious 
was afoot in the camp of his opponents and who did not, 
in any case, know of the friendship of Napoleon for 
“ Mahomet.” 

The morning of November 9, 1799, had not yet broken 
when detachments of cavalry began to go jingling along 
the boulevards. At the same time, on the footways, large 
numbers of officers of the highest rank were hurrying along 
through the gloom. Every one of them wore his full 
uniform. All were going in the same direction — ^to the 
Rue Chantereine. 

That little street, in the darkness of the morning, was 
full of Generals and Colonels and Captains Commandant. 
They all came to the same door. There were crowds of 
them about the door. Very soon every room in the house 
was packed to suffocation. What did it all mean ? What 
was going to happen? Still more officers were arriving 
so that, as dawn broke, the street looked like a parade 
ground. 

There was a movement in the crowd. Some one was 
trying to struggle to the door of the house. It was Cornet, 
a member of the Ancients, the Upper House of the Par- 
liament. He cried tliat he carried a letter for General 
Bonaparte. He was helped to the door and disappeared 
within the house. A moment later the windows of a room 
on, the first floor were thrown open and Napoleon appeared 
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on the balcony accompanied by the messenger of the 
Parliament. At the sight of his slim figure the hum of 
voices in the street was silenced instantly. 

“ Citizens,” cried the Man of France, “ France is in 
danger. The Ancients have Just decided to remove the 
Parliament to St. Cloud and have appointed me 
Commander-in-Chief of all the troops in the 17th Military 
Division of the National Guard. I rely on you to help me. 
Wm you help me ? ” 

There was a strange thudding sound. Every officer 
had clapped his hand to the hilt of his sword. Every 
voice answered : “ We will help you.” 

“ I am summoned now to the Parliament,” the Man 
added. He re-entered the house. Fouche, that wolf with 
a sheep’s face, the Chief of the Police, came hurrying in 
to say that he had closed the gates of the city and stopped 
all the coaches. 

“ Why ? ” asked Napoleon — who -until this moment 
had refused to have anything to do with Fouch6, 

“ To help you.” 

“ Good God, man,” cried the Man of France. “ We go 
with the nation and by its strength alone. Let no citizen 
be distmrbed and let the triumph of public opinion in no 
way resemble the doings of other days in which gangs and 
groups seized on power.” 

A message arrived to say that Gohier, the President of 
the "Big Five,” was not coming to breakfast. Had the Men 
of the Terror begun to smell a rat ? Napoleon mounted 
his horse ; all the Generals of France, whose horses had 
also been ordered to be ready, sprang into the saddle. 
The splendid troupe, with the Man of France at its head, 
rode do-wn to the Parliament House in the palace of the 
Tuileries. 

In the courtyard of the palace, that courtyard where, 
seven years before, he had seen the heaped-up, bloody 
corpses of the massacred S-wiss Guards of King Louis, 
and where, four years before, he had himself directed the 
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“ -whiff of grapeshot,” Napoleon found dra-wn up some of 
his dear veterans of Italy. He spoke to the men and told 
them what was afoot. And then he and his staff of 
Generals marched into the Parliament House of the 
Ancients. He advanced to the bar of the Parliament. 

“ Citizen representatives,” he cried, “ the Republic 
was on the point of perishing. Your decree has saved it. 
Woe to those who shall attempt to foment disorder ! 
Aided by all my comrades in arms here assembled around 
me, I shall find means to prevent their efforts. 

“ In vain examples are sought in the past to disturb 
your minds. Nothing in history resembles the eighteenth 
century, and nothing in this century resembles its close. 

“ We -will have the Republic ; we will have it founded on 
genuine liberty, on the representative system. 

“ We will have it, I swear, in my own name and in 
the names of my comrades in arms.” 

All the Generals clapped their hands on their swords : 
“ We all swear.” 

Here was a challenge indeed to the Men of the Terror 
and to King Mob. “ Mahomet ” Siey6s, the Plan-maker, 
must have congratulated himself, as he listened to that 
speech, on his new partner. At last, it seemed, he had made 
a plan which was going to be carried into effect. Napoleon 
left the hall and remounted his horse and instantly the 
Ancients adjourned, so as to be well out of the way before 
the arrival of the members of the Lower House, the Five 
Hundred, for the meeting at eleven o’clock. The Man 
reviewed the troops which he had ordered to be paraded 
before him. He made a short speech to the soldiers, who 
shouted : “ Bonaparte for ever ! ” 

Immense crowds had now gathered to see the Man and 
his soldiers. The morning sun, ascending in a cloudless 
sky, filled the autumn air with showers of gold. And 
through the showers of gold the members of the Lower 
House, the Five Hundred, made their way to their eleven- 
o’clock rendezvous. The news of what was afoot had got 
about now and the Men of the Terror were gasping with 
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rage and fury and despair. They looked on Napoleon’s 
taU grenadiers, as they passed into the palace, and 
gnashed their teeth. The shouts of “ BonapaHe for ever ! ” 
— ^that cry which was echoing from one end of France to 
the other — ^followed and mocked them. What chance, 
now, had the tiger-spring wluch they had been planning ? 
And to think that they had gone to Bonaparte themselves 
and asked him to lead them — ^that they had been so mad 
as to show their hands to the enemy 1 

It was not only the Men of the Terror who were members 
of the Five Hundred who thought and spoke in this way, 
President Gohier and Director Moulins were also gnashing 
their teeth in their official apartments in the Luxembourg 
Palace. They rushed to the rooms of their colleague 
Barras. “ Wine-women-and-song ” was in liis bath, 
scarcely awake yet to the events of the day. 

“ You will stand by us ? ” Gohier and Moulins cried. 

“ Of course.” Barras rolled in the warm water. 
“That damned fellow Bonaparte has deceived us,” he 
declared. 

Gohier and Moulins retired to allow their colleague to 
dress. Meanwhile their friends, who were members of the 
Five Hundred, were making things hum in the Parliament 
House. They had just heard from the lips of their Presi- 
dent, Lucien Bonaparte, what had been decided about the 
removal of the Parliament to St. Cloud. And they were 
yelling themselves hoarse with fury. 

“ Silence,” cried Lucien. “ The law forbids that we 
should discuss the decision of the Ancients on this 
matter.” 

That was true, and every one knew it was true. 
“ Mahomet ” Siey^s, the Plan-maker, had left nothing to 
chance. The yells subsided. Lucien adjourned the sitting 
until the next day, at St. Cloud. The members trooped 
out again into the golden sunlight and went hurrjdng away 
through the ranks of the tall grenadiers. The Men of the 
Terror rushed off to their slums and kennds to “ rouse ” 
the people — ^that is to say, to call King Mob to their assist- 
ance. They would caU together the twelve borough 
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councils of Paris — always good rallying points for mobs ; 
they would ring the bells ; they would call the citizens to 
arm themselves with their scythes and their pikes and their 
skewers — as in the days of old when bloody Robespierre 
was marching at their head. 

Alas for their hopes 1 All this might have been possible, 
was, indeed, only too probable, twenty-four hours ago. It 
was impossible now. For ohe Men of the Terror had not 
risen early enough to be up before “ Mahomet ” the Plan- 
maker and his partner Napoleon. Lo and behold, the 
borough councils of Paris had all been abolished overnight. 
There were proclamations on the walls of the city, on the 
doors of the houses, telling the good folk to keep calm and 
warning them that the Men of the Terror were on the war- 
path again ; thei-e were tall grenadiers posted at every 
rallying place. Yet in spite of all these precautions, small 
riots began to break out and there were secret meetings and 
the hasty collecting together of armed bands. The Men 
of the Terror would not believe that it could be possible 
that “ Mahomet ” the Plan-maker had stolen a march on 
them. 

Meanwhile “ Mahomet ” was closeted with Napoleon 
in the latter’s headquarters in the palace of the Tuileries. 
It was not for nothing that Napoleon had been appointed 
by the Ancients Commander-in-Chief of the Troops in 
Paris. The Man was already taking measures to preserve 
the peace of the city entrusted to his care and to prevent 
King Mob from brcaldng loose. It was by his orders that 
the tall grenadiers were guarding the danger areas. 

“Mahomet” the Plan-maker had already resigned his 
membership of the “Big Five ” and his faithful Roger Ducos 
had done likewise. But a third resignation was necessary 
if the “ Big Five ” was to be out of action. It was necessary 
at once to get into touch with Barras. “ Mahomet ” sent 
off Talleyrand, accompanied by an Admiral, to bring 
persuasion to bear on “ Wine-women-and-song.” Talley- 
rand had no sooner gone off on this mission when Barras’s 
secretary came rushing into Napoleon’s room to demand 
explanations of what was happening. 
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“ What have you done with the Directors ? " he 
cried. 

Napoleon answered him : 

“ What have the Directors done with that France which 
I left so brilliant ? I left her peace ; I have found war. I 
left victories ; I have found defeats. I left the millions 
of Italy and I have found despoiling laws and wretchedness. 
What is become of the 100,000 French whom I knew, all 
my companions in glory ? They are dead.” 

Barras’s secretary slunk out of the room. At the door 
he learned that his master had thro\vn in his hand and 
given his resignation to Talleyrand. The “ Big Five ” had 
ceased to exist, just as “ Mahomet ” the Plan-maker had 
arranged that it should cease to exist. There was, now, 
no Government in France. 

No sooner was this news of the surrender of “ Wine- 
women-and-song ” Barras brought to Napoleon than the 
two Men of the Terror who had been members of the “ Big 
Five,” Gohiex and Moulins, rushed into his room. 

“ You have come to resign also ? ” asked the Man, 

“ We have come to save the Republic.” 

Napoleon stiffened. He demanded with what they 
proposed to save the Republic. At the same instant a 
courier ran into the room with a note. Napoleon tore it 
open. It informed him that King Mob had broken loose 
in one district of the city and that Genei’al Santerre, the 
man who had been the rigorous jailer of poor King Louis 
and who had summoned him to the scaffold, was acting as 
chief disturber. The Man turned to Moulins ; 

“ You are a kinsman, of Santerre ? ” 

“ Not a kinsman, a friend.” 

“ I am informed that he is exciting violence. Tell 
him that at the very first movement I will have him 
shot.” 

The day closed in peace. King Mob had been quelled. 
That night Napoleon made it plain to “ Mahomet ” the 
Plan-maker that, in his view, France needed, for the 
moment, a strong hand— a stronger hand than was 
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provided for even in “ Mahomet’s ” plan. “ Mahomet ” 
then advised that forty of the leaders of tlic Men of the 
Terror in the Five Hundred should be arrested during the 
night. 

Napoleon shook Ms head. 

“ I swore in the morning,” he said, “ to protect the 
national rein’cseiitation ; I will not, this evening, violate 
my oath.” 



CHAPTER XLl 

THE HOWLING OF THE WOLVES 

Nekt day, November 10, Paris witnessed a spectacle as 
strange as the coming of poor King Louis to his capital 
surrounded by the fishwives and the prostitutes. Before 
dawn there were carriages on the road to St. Cloud. And 
when the sun rose his beams fell on a road crowded with 
marching men. There were troops on the road to St. 
Cloud, and endless equipages and women dressed in their 
gayest clothes. But the troops stationed round Marie 
Antoinette’s palace would admit to the grounds of the 
palace only the members of the Parliament and the 
officers. 

“ Mahomet ” had arrived early with the faithful 
Roger. He had left behind him, at the palace gates, a 
travelling carriage, horsed with six horses, and ready for 
instant departure; the Plan-maker had not omitted the 
possibility of failure from his calculations. And none 
knew better than he what faitoe Avas likely to mean. The 
horror of Robespierre and of the fate of Robespierre lay, 
living, in his bosom. 

He soon found that he had reason for anxiety, for the 
Men of the Terror were roused to madness. Glaring eyes 
assailed him from the laivns where the members of both 
Houses of Parliament walked about waiting for the halls, 
they were to occupy, to be opened. “ Mahomet ” hurried 
to the office where Napoleon, as Cominander-in-Chief, 
had his headquarters. He found his partner anxious 
and rather uneasy. Napoleon told him that some of the 
Generals, especially Augereau the big fencing-master, and 
Bernadette, the future King of Siveden, ivho Avere knoAvn 
■ 2^1 
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to be friendly to the Men of the Terror, had arrived at 
St. Cloud. 

“ But I have given orders that the first man who tries 
to tamper with the troops will be shot.” 

News arrived that the two Houses of Parliament had 
begun to sit : the Ancients and the Five Hundred. The 
latter were in the orangery. Would they pass the motions 
appointing the “ Big Three ” ? Messengers came running 
in. Already there was trouble in both Houses. In the 
Five Hundred the trouble was appalling — everything, in 
faet, was lost. . . . Napoleon demanded to be told what 
had happened. 

The Men of the Terror in the Five Hundred were 
shouting down everybody who tried to speak, even Lucien, 
their President. They were shouting : “ Down with the 
Dictators I No Dictatorship. We are not afraid of 
bayonets. ...” They were taking an oath, like the 
great oath of the Tennis Court, at Versailles, never to 
yield to force. Even Lucien, the President, had been 
compelled to take the oath. 

Napoleon and “ Mahomet ” looked at one another, and 
their eyes were anxious. If this continued the Men of 
the Terror would triumph as, long ago, they had triumphed 
before over the “Dreamers.” The Revolution, France, 
would be lost. The Man declared that he would go, in 
turn, to each of the Houses of Parliament and try to 
explain matters. On the way to the Ancients he met 
Augcreau, the fencing-master, who had been his Lieutenant 
all through the campaign of Italy. Augercau was sneering : 

“ Now you are in a tight corner.” 

Napoleon glanced at him proudly : 

“ Things were worse,” he'B.nswered, “ at Arcole.” 

He strode into the hall of the Ancients and came to 
the bar. He was as pale as death. He began to speak. 

There are many versions of that speech. There are 
some, who heard it, who say that it was not a speech at 
all, but merely a few broken sentences stammered out in 
extreme agitation. Be that as it may, it achieved its 
purpose. The Ancients were won over. Napoleon, with 
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a few grenadiers, went to the orangery where the Five 
Hundred under the cliairmanship of Lucien were 
assembled. He told liis grenadiers to wait at the door. 
He entered the hall alone and advanced towards bis 
brother. His cheeks were still as pale as ashes, but his 
step was firm. At sight of him tlie wolves of Robespierre 
uttered such a howl of fury as seemed to tear the rafters 
asunder. 

“ What ! ” they shouted. “ Soldiers here 1 Arms I 
What is this ? Down mth the Dictator 1 To hell with 
the Tyrant. ...” 

The Man paused, hesitating. After all, these were 
the members of the Parliament of the Revolution : the 
representatives of the French people. And he had sworn 
to act according to law. 

The wolves of Robespierre grew fiercer. Suddenly 
half a dozen of them sprang from their seats. They 
leaped against the frail form in the gangway. Fists were 
raised. There was the gleam of steel. Napoleon drew 
a step baefc, while Lucien, dressed in his Roman toga, 
rose, and shouted for “ Order.” 

“ Is it for this,” yelled the wolves, “ that you have 
conquei'ed ? All your laurels are blasted . . . your glory 
is changed to shame. Begone 1 ” 

That word filled the throats of all the Men of the 
Terror, 


“ Begone ! Begone ! Begone ! Begone ! ” 

The Man glanced about him ; he who had not faltered 
at the Bridge of Lodi, in the swamps of Arcole, on the 
molten sands of the desert, faltered amid this ravening. 
He put up his hands to shidd his face. The wolves laid 
their hands on him. 

And suddenly liis grenadiers were round about him, 
shielding his beloved body with their bodies and receiving 
the blows which, had they not come, he would have 
received. It is said that some of the honest soldiers 
were wounded; it is certain that one of them had his 
uniform tom from his back. The grenadiers clasped the 
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Man in tlieir arms just as they had clasped him, once 
before, in the hell of Arcole, when he offered his body as 
the target of the foes of France. They bore him to the 
door and set him, once again, on his horse. 

But the howling of the wolves followed him. Now 
they were shouting again their awful cry of the days of 
blood : “ Outlaw him ! Outlaw him I ” that cry which 
had sounded the death-knell of hundreds — of Robespierre 
himself, their own leader. 

Lucien tore off his toga, the symbol of his olRce. 

“ You would not listen to him,” he shouted. “ He 
came to explain his conduct, to make you acquainted with 
his mission, to answer all yom- questions. ...” 

He flung his toga away. 

“ Wretches, would you force me to outlaw my own 
brother ? I resign the chair and I will go to the bar to 
defend him who is accused.” 

Napoleon, on his horse at the window, heard that 
speech. He saw his brother’s danger and sent ten of liis 
grenadiers to Lucien’s help. The President of the Five 
Hundred was brought in safety to the open, Avliile the 
Men of the Terror howled their triumph after liim. Lucien 
and Napoleon and “ Mahomet ” the Plan-maker met 
together in front of the palace. Napoleon still hesitated. 

“ For God’s sake let us act,” cried “ Mahomet ” ; 
“ there are the soldiers.” 

The Man heard the taunt. None knew better than 
he that unless action was taken at once everything was 
lost. Yet to use soldiers against the Parliament of the 
People ! 

But Lucien, the fire-eater, had no hesitation. The 
wolves of Robespierre were not the Parliament. He 
himself was the President of the Parliament and he had 
been attacked and shouted down. He mounted a horse 
and bade Napoleoir mount also, telling him what w'as in 
his mind. Tliey galloped to the troops. 

“ Soldiers,” cried Lucien, “ the Council of the Five 
Hundred is dissolved. It is I, their Pre.sidcnt, that tell 
you so. Assassins have taken possession of the hall of 
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meeting and have done violence to the Majority. I 
summon you to march and clear it of them.” 

The soldiers shouted, “ Long live Bonaijarte! ” but still 
they did not move. 

Lucicn drew his sword. He raised it aloft. 

“ I swear,” he shouted, “ that I will stab my own 
brother to the heart if he ever attempt anything against 
the liberty of Frenchmen.” 

That was enough. The officers gave the orders. Murat 
at the head of the grenadiers, who had their bayonets 
fixed, rushed into the hall. At sight of them the wolves 
howled anew ; but already the drums had begun to roll — 
“ Grenadiers, forward ! ” 

The bayonets flashed. The Men of the Terror flung 
themselves against the windows and went leaping to the 
gi’ound. Some of them ran to the passages, crowding 
and jostling in the narrow doorways. 

The hall of the Five Hundred was empty. 

Lucien mounted the platform and resumed his toga. 

The members who were left, who were friendly, passed 
the motion wliich created the new Govermnent of the 
"Big Three”: Napoleon and "Mahomet” and Roger 
Ducos. 

At midnight the Ancients also passed the motion. 
At midnight on November 10, 1790, Napoleon became the 
Master and the Ruler of France. 

The Eighteenth Century was already tottering to its 
end. 

The Man of the Nmeteenth Century had arrived. 


END OP BOOK II 




BOOK III 

THE PEACEMAKER 

_ “ Do you know what I call thia peace ? An experimental peace ; for 
it is nothmg else. But it was unavoidable.” 

King Geobge HI ov GsiiaT Britain on tbe 
Peacse of Amiens between Fbance anb Britain. 




CHAPTER XLII 


THE RIDDLE OF THE PINS 

France, when Napoleon took command of her destiny, 
was back in the days of Danton. The Kings were at her 
throat — ^the Kings by land and the King by sea ; gnawing 
at her heart were the wolves of Robespierre and also the 
wolves of Royalism. The walls of steel had been rebnilt. 
The armies were dispirited and hundreds of soldiers were 
deserting. Italy was lost, thrown back to the hands which 
oppressed, and secured to those hands by an English fleet. 
Finally there was banliruptcy. . 

Could the Revolution, in these circumstances, be 
saved ? 

Napoleon believed that it could, and because he believed 
France hoped. His first act, as Consul, was to propose 
to the Kings that they should make peace and leave 
France to pursue her own destiny. 

Here is his letter to King George III of England ; 

“ Bonaparte, First Consul oe the Republic, to His 
Majesty the King of Great Britain and Ireland. 

“ Called by the wishes of the French nation to occupy 
the first magistracy of the French Republic, I deem it 
desirable, in entering on its functions, to make a direct 
communication to your Majesty. 

“ Must the war, which for four years has ravaged every 
part of the world, be eternal ? Are there no means of 
coming to an understanding ? 

“ How can the two most enlightened nations of Europe, 
more powerful and stronger than is necessary for their 
safety aiid independence, sacrifice to the idea of a vain 
grandeur, the benefits of commerce, of internal prosperity 

opo 
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and domestic happiness ? How is it they do not feel that 
peace is as glorious as it is necessary ? 

“ These sentiments cannot be strangers to the heart 
of your Majesty, who rules over a free nation -with no other 
view than to render it happy. 

“ Your Majesty will only see in this overture my 
sincere desire effectually to contribute to a general pacifica- 
tion by a prompt step, free and untrammelled by those 
forms which, necessary, perhaps, to disguise the appre- 
hensions of feeble states, only prove, in the case of strong 
ones, the mutual desire to deceive. 

“ Prance and England, by abusing their strength, 
may for a long time yet, to the misery of all other nations, 
defer the moment of their absolute exhaustion ; but I will 
venture to say that the fate of all civilized nations depends 
on the end of a war which envelopes the whole world, 

“ Bonaparte.” 

Lord Grenville answered this letter on behalf of King 
George III. He said that his Master desired that a prince 
of that race of Kings who, during so many centuries had 
known how to maintain the prosperity of the (French) 
nation at home and to ensure consideration and respect 
abroad, should remount the throne of Prance. He 
exhorted the first Consul to establish, with proofs, the 
legitimacy of Iiis Government. 

England, in other words, was to go on fighting to put 
“ Louis XVIII ” back on the throne and to restore the 
“ Glittering Beings ” to Versailles ; an object which she 
achieved fifteen years later when the same Louis XVIII 
came slinking back to Paris ” among the baggage ” — as 
Talleyrand said — of Wellington’s victorious army. 

“ Louis XVIII,” the brother of poor Louis XVI, was, 
however, at this very time, quite ready to do a deal with 
Napoleon, no matter whether Napoleon’s Government 
was “legitimate” or not. Here is a letter which the 
gracious Prince wrote to the soldier : 

“ You must have known for a long time past, General, 
that my esteem is yours. Should you doubt that I be not 
susceptible to the claims of gratitude, fix the place you 
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wish to occupy and dispose of the fortunes of your friends. 
As to my principles, I am a Frenchman ; clement by 
character, my reason ■will render me still more so. No, 
the Victor of Lodi, of Castiglione and of Arcole, the 
Conqueror of Italy, cannot prefer a vain celebrity to 
glory. Nevertheless you arc losing precious tinre ; “we 
can assure the glory of France. I say ‘ ■we,’ because I 
shall need Bonaparte for that and because he could not 
accomplish it without me. General, Europe is watching 
you ; glory awaits you ; and I am impatient to restore 
peace to my country.” 

The Man replied : 

“ I have receiv’ed your letter, Sii*. I thank you for the 
agreeable things which you say in it. You should not 
desire your return to France; you would have to walk 
over a hundred thousand corpses. Sacrifice your interests 
to the peace and happiness of France. History will take 
this into consideration. I am by no means indifferent 
to the misfortunes of your family. I shall hear with 
plea, sure that you are at peace in your retirement and will 
gladly contribute to assure this tranquillity.” 

Louis looked on France as his private property. He 
looked on the Revolution as a thing which had robbed 
him and on Napoleon as a receiver of stolen goods. And 
his attitude was the attitude, also, of every King in 
Europe and of every lord and lordling in Europe. Every 
King in Europe was determined to bring the ” Receiver 
of Stolen Goods ” to “ Justice ” in spite of the fact that 
the whole Fl'cnch nation had chosen him as its leader. 
Nations comited for nothing, at that time, against Kings 
— ^just as, in every army except the French Army, soldiers 
counted for little against ofi&cers. Napoleon abolished 
flogging in his army, saying : 

“ Whatever debases a man cannot be serviceable. 
What sense of honour can a man have who is flogged before 
his comrades ? When a soldier has been debased by stripes 
he cares little for his own reputation or the honour of his 
country. After an action I assembled the ofScers and 

s 
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soldiers and inquired who had proved themselves heroes. 
Such as were able to read and write I promoted. Those 
who were not, I ordered to study five hours a day until they 
had learned a suffleiency, and then promoted them. Thus, 
I substituted honour and emulation for terror and the lash. 
. . . The English soldier is brave, none more so. . . . 
In place of the lash I would discipline them by honour. . . . 
"What might not be hoped from the English Army if each 
who behaved well had the chance of becoming a General 
some day ? ” 

Napoleon, as is well known, thought highly of the 
soldiers of England. His instincts resented the system of 
pimislunent by flogging in which every European Govern- 
ment but his own believed and which was not abolished 
in England until half-a-centmy later. Between men 
liolding such different ideas there can be nothing in 
common. The ideas of the English Government of the 
year 1800 were, in all tilings, reactionary. It was only 
to be expected that the Government of King George III 
— ^the King who had lost America because he and his 
Ministers refused to regard it as other than an English 
farm — would refuse even to talk of peace with Bonaparte, 
the receiver of the stolen goods of the Louis’. 

It was not so, however, with America, the great sister 
Republic. Napoleon’s peace letters to George III and to 
the Austrian Emperor earned him only contempt. But 
his peace proposals to America were received courteously 
and were responded to. On February 7, 1800, Napoleon 
ordered France to go into mourning for George Washing- 
ton aijd sent a "wreath to be placed on the tomb of that 
other soldier of liberty. In March peace was made with 
America. The Man was ©verjoyed at this. Nor did the 
refusal of the Kings to listen to him greatly distress him. 
He had not expected them to listen to him. He had 
merely felt it to be his duty to give them the chance to 
do so. 

He also felt it his duty to give the people of France an 
opportunity of confirming or rejecting his leadership. 
He and “ Mahomet ” Siey^s and Roger had been appointed 
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“ provisional ” Consuls. “ Mahomet ” instantly set about 
making a new plan of permanent government, but this 
plan was too subtle and too complicated for a dangerous 
world. Another plan, Napoleon’s, took its place, and 
“ Mahomet,” who rejected it, accepted the gifts of an 
estate and a Senatorship and — perhaps with a sense of 
relief — ^retired with Roger from the field. The “Big 
Three ” was recast. Napoleon became, for ten years, 
“ First Consul,” and he had with him Cambac&is, most 
wily of lawyers, and the honest Lebrun. He asked the 
three million French voters to express their views on his 
Consulship. 

There voted ; 

For Napoleon’s Consulship , . 3,001,007. 

Against . . . . . . . . 1 ,520. 

The people of France, at any rate, did not look on 
Napoleon as a receiver of stolen goods. By this over' 
whelming vote they gave him their confidence. He 
began, instantly, to deserve it. Civil war was still raging 
in La Vendee, but within a month of the coming to leader- 
ship of Napoleon it began to die down. The Man then 
flung himself mth all his ardour into the reform of the 
Government all over France — on which, as he saw, 
depended the strength and happiness and the wealth of 
the country. Government and governed were brought 
into close touch with one another and men of talent and 
honour were appointed to all the official positions. Not 
only so, but these men were chosen from all the parties 
and not only from the party which had given Napoleon 
help. 

“ Citizens,” Napoleon declared, " the Revolution is 
now anchored to the principles which gave it birth.” 

Already France could see that her Man meant to 
serve her and not any group or gang. Every good French- 
man, no matter what his political opinion or his religious 
faith might, be, was the friend of the Head of the State. 
France thrilled with wonder and with joy at this know- 
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ledge, and from that time onwards, in millions of humble 
homes throughout the land, Napoleon was thought of and 
spoken of only as the Man {L’llotnme). When, eleven 
years later, a son was born to him, the peasant folk called 
that child “ The Son of the Man.” Even the soldiers’ 
nickname, “Little Corporal,” was not more eloquent of 
love. 

Napoleon and Josephine were now living in apart- 
ments in the Luxembourg Palace, where Barras and his 
friends had lived. But, on the day after the votes of 
France calling him to leadership had been counted, he 
changed liis resideirce. On February 19, 1800, the First 
Consul took up his abode in the palace of the Tuileries, 
from which, eight years before. King Louis and Queen 
Marie Antoinette had been snatched away by Danton’s 
howling mob. 

France saw the change and rejoiced at it. For the 
change meant that the Men of the Terror had found 
their master and that the Royalists need no longer apply. 
Neither blue blood, nor bayonets, nor Foreign Kings, nor 
the howls of King Mob, nor Paris herself, but the peaceful 
votes of 3,001,007 Frenchmen, in all the districts of 
France (against 1,626) had called the Man to that palace 
and to that power of which the palace was the symbol. 

I would like my reader to ponder on this fact, for it is 
of vital importance. Nearly all the historians of Napoleon 
say of his coming to live in the palace that “ the son of the 
Corsican lawyer lay down in the bed of 100 Kings or 
some such stuff, as if, at last, the “ Cinderella Man ” had 
arrived at the Prince’s ball. The truth is so utterly 
different from that. Napoleon came to the palace not 
as a “ Cinderella Man ” but as the spirit of France, and 
of the Revolution and of Democracy. Those hideous 
savages, who had dragged King Louis away from it, were 
able only to destroy. The real spirit of the new France, 
the spirit of ordered liberty, was unknown to them, and 
hence, during their time of power, there was no leadership 
in France except the leadership of Terror, of gangs and 
parties, strong to-day but broken and vanished to-morrow. 
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The Man came wearing the crown of the nation’s love and 
girded with the sword of the nation’s will. He came 
because he had smitten the Kings and quelled the gangs ; 
and he came humbly, knowing as no other but himself in 
all France know, how terrible was the burden Avhich he 
had that day taken up. “ To be here,” he said, “ is nothing. 
We’ve got to stay here.” 

The first instalment of the burden Avas already press- 
ing on his shoulders. There were 150,000 Austrian 
soldiers in Northern Italy, on his glorious battlefields of 
three years ago, making ready to invade France, and 
there was another immense Austrian Army on the Rhine 
fired Avith a similar resolve. An English fleet in the 
Mediterranean was co-operating. France Avas at Avar 
Avith England, Austria, Spain, Portugal, Naples, the Pope, 
Russia, Sweden, Turkey, and Holland. Her only real 
friend on earth was America. 

Peace, therefore, could be won only by the sword. 
Either Napoleon must fight or see France invaded and 
the “ Glittering Beings ” brought back in triumph to 
Versailles. He resolved to fight. He sent Moreau, that 
“ dour ” man, in Scottish phrase, to take command on 
the Rhine. His own eyes were on Italy ; on the mighty 
“ garter ” of the High Alps whieh girdles the extreme 
north of that country. The Army of Italy, once so 
strong, was now cribbed and confined in the city of 
Genoa. It occupied merely the “knee-cap" of that 
“ leg ” which once, no less effectively than the Alps them- 
selves, it Iiad gartered. And the Austrians Avere, clearly, 
about to take Genoa and strike from there along the 
Rmera coast. 

The Man remained in Paris watching the two Austrian 
armies but himself making no sign. His old schoolfellow 
Bomrienne came to see him one day, in that room of his 
in the Tuileries Palace, with its huge, box-like desk with 
the griffin legs, an ancestor of the roll-top variety, and the 
settee covered with green taffeta on which, as a rule, 
Napoleon sat and beside which stood, invariably, the 
‘'.mall tbleforhi''. lettere. The M' n i’‘’ked BoumeTme, 
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wliat was going to happen, and on being told that 
Bourriemie did not know, called for a big map of Italy 
from his “ map-room,” which communicated with his study. 

The map was unrolled on the floor and immediately 
Napoleon lay down full length on it and told his friend to 
do the same. 

“ He then stuck into it pins, the heads of which were 
tipped with wax, some red and some black. , . . When 
he had stationed the enemy’s corps and drawn up the pins 
with the red heads on the points where he hoped to bring 
his own troops, he said to me : 

“ ‘ Where do you think I shall beat Melas ? ’ [the 
Austrian General]. 

“ ‘ How the devil should I know ? ’ 

“ ‘ Why, look here, you dolt. Melas is at Alexandria 
with his headquarters. There he will remain until Genoa 
surrenders. He has in Alexandria his magazines, his 
hospitals, his artillery, and his reserves. Crossing the Alps 
here [pointing to the great Mount St. Bernard] I shall fall 
upon Melas, cut off his communications with Austria, and 
meet him here in the plains of the Scrivia.’ ” 

That day of the pins was March 17, 1800. Three 
months later, >vith men instead of with pins, the plan was 
carried into effect, A world, thrilled and amazed, heard 
the tremendous name of Marengo. It was a simple plan 
— ^merely to cross the " garter ” of the High Alps, near its 
centre, and so ” coop up ” the Austrian Army gathered 
behind the “ knee-cap ” for its operations against Genoa. 
But the simplicity ended with the plan itself. It is one 
thing to stick a pin in a map ; it is another to hide from 
yoirr enemy the fact that you mean to get round behind 
him and so cut him off from his home country ; and it is 
still another to transport an immense army with its guns 
across the Alps past the Hospice of the good Monks of 
St. Bernard. 

The Man opened his tremendous game with a little of 
that “ play ” of which he was the supreme master. He 
began to create a “ dummy ” army at the town of Dijon, 
This army might be sent to the Rhine ; again, it might be 
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sent to help the French in Genoa. It might be sent 
through the Alps. All these possibilities hllcd the Austrian 
spies in France with the keenest interest, and very soon the 
town of Dijon was swamiing with spies. 

Clever fellows those spies ! They looked at the 
“ dummy ” army, with its poor old reservists and its line 
of feeble boys, and they chuckled. 

“ A dummy,” they said. “ We arc not so easily 
deceived as this Bonaparte thinks.” 

And at once they sent messages to their masters 
assuring them that the Army of Reserve, as it was called, 
was merely a ghost set up to frighten fools. 

“ There is no Army of Sesetve,'' declared the clever 
spies in chorus. 

Had they travelled to the shores of the Lake of Geneva 
they would have felt less sure. On those quiet shores 
a very quiet army was gathering — ^not an army of old 
men and boys, but an army of picked troops. The pass 
of the Great St. Bernard was akeady being patrolled by 
French soldiers. 

On May 0, after he had suppressed sixty-three of the 
wildest of the Paris newspapers, leaving only ten to supply 
the news, Napoleon set out, very quietly, to go to Geneva. 
He arrived at that town three days later. And then the 
real Army of the Reserve began that amazing march 
which for a hundred years has held the wonder of the 
world. The guns were dragged over the snows in hollowed 
tree trunks, hauled by a hundred men each. And, when 
human powers Ragged and human nerves failed, the 
drums beat the charge. The Napoleon touch ! The 
same instinct which had dictated this order in Cairo : 

“ Every day at noon, on the squares opposite the 
hospitals, will be played by the regimental bands, various 
national airs, which inspire the sick with gaiety and recall 
to their memory the most inspiring moments of their 
past campaigns.” 

The drums of the St. Bernard made weak arms strong 
again and warmed chill hearts. And when the Hospice of 
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the good Monks was reached, there was bread, cheese, and 
Avine in readiness for brave men. The soldiers knew who 
it Avas AA'lio iuid thought of that detail of comfort and 
encouragement and blessed the name of the “ Little 
Corporal.” 

They were not mistaken, and their enthusiasm repaid 
the Idndness. Never was an army so gay, so daimtless, 
•so confident ; the grim Alpine pass rang with the march- 
ing songs of France, the immortal hymns of victory of 
the Soldiers of Napoleon. 

On May 20 the Man himself crossed the pass. He 
and his staff actually slid down the .slippery tracks left 
by the passing of his army. Before the wretched Austrian 
Commander, still at the “ knee-cap,” had any idea what 
was happening, Napoleon had once more entered the city 
of Milan and had cut him off from communication with 
his native Austria. The whole Austrian Army was caught 
in a trap. 

Melas, the Austrian General, must turn now and fight 
for his life — ^for his way home. By a single stroke the 
danger of an invasion of France liad been entirely removed, 
and this in spite of the fact that Genoa had surrendered 
and the French Army within it had been forced to retire. 
The Austrian General, chilled ndth amazement, turned 
instantly. There was the preliminary victory of Monte- 
bello — ^Lannes’s victory — at wliich the Man was not present 
until the close of the action. Five days later, on the field 
of Marengo, just where the pins had indicated, the two 
armies came face to face. 

There is no battle like Marengo — ^the battle which 
was lost and won again ; the utter defeat which became 
the overwhelming victory j the triumph which gave the 
name of Napoleon and his Generals to imperishable fame. 

The Man did not reach the battlefield till eleven o’clock, 
for he had been busy sending off a portion of his army 
under General Desarx, to carry out a certain manoeuvre. 
For once his information about what was happening was 
imperfect. He rode on to the field dressed in that green 
cloak which beeame ^nown "fterwnrdti the ” flloa^ bf 
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Marengo,” and which, twenty-one years later, at St. Helena, 
was laid on his coflin. The spectacle Avhich greeted his 
eyes Avas indeed a spectacle of horror. He had just divi ded 
his army, sent aAA'ay a large part of it, and here Avas the 
Avhole of Melas’s forces already engaged in cutting Avhat 
remained to him to pieces. 

He was forced to order a retreat. It was bloody 
beyond words. By midday the position was desperate ; 
by one o’clock the battle Avas over. The French had been 
driven three miles beyond the village of Marengo. The 
greater port of their cavalry had been destroyed. More 
than two-thirds of their cannon had been captured. Only 
fragments of their infantry remained. Six thousand of 
Napoleon’s soldiers lay dead and Avounded on the field. 

Some one has told how, about one o’clock, he seav 
Napoleon seated by the side of the road, slashing his 
boot with a riding wliip the while he dictated orders. 
Disaster so complete and so overwhelming seemed to 
have dazed him. But that eagle brain was not dazed, 
as the event was soon to show. 

Desaix, the faithful Desaix, though he had been sent 
aAvay AAith his men, had heard the sound of the guns of 
Marengo and had turned back, recognizing that he Avoxild 
be wanted. And General Melas, that brave old hero of 
seventy, thinking that he had won — as indeed he had — 
had given up the supreme command and gone aAvay to his 
headquarters to rest and announce his Auctory. The 
Austrians were not follcAAing up their triumph. At four 
o’clock in the afternoon Desaix reached Napoleon and 
the spirits of the Man were reneAved. A council was 
held. Napoleon Avas in favour of fighting, but his officers 
were against that coiuse — all except Desaix. The decision 
to fight was taken. “ Soldiers,” cried Napoleon, “ remem- 
ber that my custom is to sleep on the battlefield.” 

Two hours later the Austrians, surprised in their 
self-confldence, were hurled back, broken and routed to 
Marengo. Their whole army was utterly destroyed. But 
Deisa jix O j^ the g]orious field. The folloAving morning 
General Melas sent an craeer to Napoleon offering to 
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surrender. He promised to take himself and his army 
out of Italy. 

Thus, in one mouth, Italy was freed again from the 
hands which oppressed. All that had been lost by the 
folly of tlie “ Big Five ” had been restored. The ring of 
steel was broken once more. Napoleon wrote : 

“ To-day, whatever our Paris atheists may say, I 
am going in full state to the Te Deum that is to be sung 
in the Cathedral of Milan.” 
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PEACE ON EARTH 

On the moiTow of Marengo, Napoleon gave himself with 
all his passionate soul to the cause of peace. France, he 
saw, had desperate need of peace, and the need of Europe 
was scarcely less desperate. He resolved that the Revolu- 
tion should extend its hands to all Earope, offering, 
instead of its armies, its ideals and its hopes. 

But he was no mere Dreamer, this Man of France. 
Already a mighty new Plan, greater by far than all his 
plans of war, was formed in his mind. Franee should have 
peace, but not peace of the hand only, not merely a truce 
on her frontiers and her coasts. The peace of Napoleon 
was to be all-embracing : peace of the hand, peace of the 
heart, and peace of the soul. With his grey eyes full of 
this vision he rode from his battlefield back to Milan. 
The Italian townspeople were waiting for him as for their 
saviour. In every street there were displayed great 
banners bearing the legend, “ Liberator of Italy.” 
Napoleon entered that Serbolini palace where, before, he 
had faced, alone, the fact that the woman he loved had 
no love for him in her heart. 

On June 25 he set out for Paris. That city was 
wild with joy of hi.s victory and was making ready to 
welcome him. Had he not, in thirty days, broken down 
again the wall of steel and humbled in the dust the boastings 
and the hatred of the Kings ? But the Man had already 
put away from him the temptation of personal glory. 
Not as a conqueror but as peacemaker would he come, he 
who was able now, to make war or to make peace according 
to his wiU. 

“ I shall arrive in Paris unexpectedly,” he wrote. I 
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want no triumphal arches or any such flim-flam. The 
only real triumph is the satisfaction of the people.” 

Anri to make sure that he was obeyed the Man of Peace 
arrived in the capital at midnight. Next morning, 
July 3, he was back at work again sitting huddled up on 
the taffeta-covered sofa in hfe .study. Already his Peace 
Plan filled all his mind. 

In the days and weeks and months which followed 
Europe witnessed the strangest and most moving spectacle 
of her history ; the spectacle of one man healing the 
wounds of a whole world ; of the greatest soldier of all the 
ages calling on his fellows to put strife and bitterness 
away from them, and to lift up their hearts to Heaven 
in a universal prayer for peace on earth and good will 
towards men. 

Peace of the soul was given the first place in this 
tremendous evangel. Napoleon was Letitia’s son, the 
son of a pious mother. He had not forgotten his two 
excellent grandmothers nor his good Uncle Lucien, the 
Archdeacon of Ajaccio. He remembered that Grand- 
mamma Bonaparte had heard a Mass every day for each of 
her grandchildren, and he remembered also what joy all 
these good and simple folk had found in the exercise of 
their faith. Letitia’s son Itnew that there were millions of 
honest and pious Frenchmen and Frenchwomen who felt 
just as Ins own folk had felt and whose hearts were sore 
because of the persecution of the Church and her 
priests. 

What did these simple Cludstians know of the tangled 
philosophies of the day, of Robespierre’s fatuous “ acknow- 
ledgment ” — ^made in a sky-blue coat and nankeen 
breeches — of the “ Supreme Being ” ? What part had 
they in the defiling of the chiurches and the casting down of 
the altars ? Their hearts yearned after the religion of 
their fathers and mothers, the religion which they desired 
to give to their children, the religion which gave them peace 
of soul and a spiritual anchorage, that Holy Roman and 
Apostolic Faith which down all the centuries had been the 
relifiion of France. 
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The Man had already made up his mind to bestow it on 
them. “ First of all,” he told bis dumbfounded councillors, 
“ I am going to raise up again in France, the altars of 
Holy Church.” 

There, indeed, -was a challenge to the Men of the Terror 
who had yelled, tlrrough the horrid years, that France 
had no need of altars and had made, everywhere, public 
mock of religion, Napoleon w'as told, even by moderate- 
minded folk, that what he proposed could not be done. 
“ It -will ruin you.” 

“ Very well, then,” said the Man, “ let me be ruined.” 

And in that spirit he dared, single-handed, to open 
negotiations with Pope Pius VI — a man whom, before he 
became Pope, he had met during liis first Italian campaign. 
At that meeting the young General of the Revolution had 
recognized the sincere piety and simplicity of the aged 
Bishop, while the Bishop had felt his heart strangely 
moved by the profound and respectful advice which the 
“ boy with the beautiful face ” had given him. 

I am ready, said Napoleon to the Pope, to re-establish 
the Catholic Church in France on the condition that we 
render to Ctesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God 
the things that are His. I will have no interference by 
priests in my Government and I "will have no persecution 
of other faiths. 

The last point was emphasized with everybody. Many 
of you, the Man told his councillors, argue that, because 
different religious bodies contradict each other, therefore 
aU are wrong and bad. 

“Now, I should rather find them all good; all, at 
bottom, say the same thing. They are ^vrong only when 
they wish to forbid each other.” 

That is the Twentieth Century, and not the Nineteenth 
Century, speaking. It is a commonplace to-day that “ the 
religions of the world are the languages of God,” but in the 
year 1800 such a view was scarcely dreamed of. And so 
amid threats and curses, amid laughter and jeering, the 
plans for the raising again of her altars in France were 
carried through. And in the prayers of millions of 
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simple folk the name of the Man was spoken gratehilly to 
Almighty God. 

“ My policy," said Napoleon, “ is to govern men as the 
great number wish to be governed. That, I think, is the 
way to recognize the sovereignty of the people.” 

But peace of the soul is nothing without peace of the 
heart. Not only must the Revolution bow the knee to 
God, it must also forgive its enemies. The Man let it be 
known that he meant, at the earliest opportunity, to allow 
all the thousands of Frenchmen, lawyers and priests, who 
had been driven out of the country by Robespierre, and 
later by Bairas, to return again — always excepting those 
who had taken up arms against their native land. This 
proposal was met with absolute horror, and the Man was 
told that he was betraying the Revolution. 

Are not these exiles the friends of the “Glittering 
Beings ” ? Do you wish to restore Versailles ? 

Those exiles, said Napoleon, are Frenchmen, my fellow- 
countrymen and yours. They acted as their consciences 
compelled them to act, what we have to do is to convince 
them that the spirit of the Revolution, our spirit, is better 
than the spirit of the old world which it has replaced. Then 
they will settle down with us and help us to build a new 
and a nobler France. 

There was none who could argue against the Man, for 
the sweetness of his spirit prevailed against any and every 
violent counsel. Beside the plan of this great practical 
Christian, this interpreter of the true spirit of the 
Revolution, the hate of the Men of the Terror was revealed 
in all its folly, the envy of the Royalists and of the Kings 
in aU its baseness. And once again the heart of France 
was lifted up. 

And even the Kings began to appear before the world 
holding olive branches in their hands. Napoleon’s eye 
scrutinized these olive branches closely, for he was aware 
of the nature of the so-called “ Peace Plan ’’ of his enemies, 
which had been drawn up, before the recent war, by King 
George III of Britain and his Prime Minister, William 
Pitt. Pitt’s plan aimed, quite frankly, at placing “ King 
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Louis XVIII ” on the thyone of France. It therefore aimed 
at the destruction of the Revolution. And its details 
■were scarcely less cynical than its outlines. Italy and the 
Italians were to be handed back to their Austrian owners 
like stolen sheep. The King of Sardinia was to have, once 
more, his beloved Piedmont and -was also to be encour- 
aged to “make a mouthful” of the little Republic of 
Genoa, which had hitherto enjoyed independence. Then, 
in Switzerland, the powder was to be brought back to those 
old ruling families wiiich, in that land of mountains, 
represented “ blue blood.” As for the Rhine and Belgium, 
Pitt hoped to see a swift return to the good old days when 
the power of France was held in check by multitudes of 
small states, banded together and placed under the 
“ protection ” of large kingdoms — ^the so-called Holy 
Roman Empire of which Voltaire wittily and truly said 
that it was neither Holy nor Roman nor an Empire. 

This plan, as Napoleon could not but realize, was 
designed to provide the Kings with a series of “ stepping- 
stones ” by means of which they could, if the occasion 
arose, advance quickly and safely against France, for the 
ways into France are Italy, Switzerland, the Rhine, and 
Belgium. It became, therefore, the main object of the 
Man’s peace policy to secure these “ stepping-stone ” 
states either as part of France herself or as coimtries tied 
to her by close bonds of friendship. 

The victory of Marengo, and the victory of Hohenlinden 
(“ On Linden when the sun was low ”), which General 
Moreau won on the Rhine later in the year, made it possible 
to realize this object. In his treaty of peace 'with Austria 
Napoleon made it clear that he was going to do for France 
exactly what Pitt and the Kings had pledged themselves 
to do against her. He meant to turn Northern Italy into 
a separate, independent Republic of the Italian people, to 
join Piedmont to France as a sister, just as Corsica had 
been joined, to keep the Rhine as one of France’s frontiers, 
and to secure that the enemies of the Revolution were not 
allowed to gain the ascendancy either in Switzerland or in 
TTol]«nd. 
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One is irresistibly reminded, in looking at this treaty 
with Austria, of the veterinary surgeon who tried to 
administer a pill to a horse by blow'ing the pill down the 
animal’s throat with a blow-pipe. Unhappily the horse 
blew first I The Kings were forced to swallow their own 
medicine ; the “ stepping-stone ” states which they had 
created as a means of invading France passed to Napoleon. 

The Man had real hope now of securing a world-wide 
peace and this, the more so, because the Kings were 
quarrelling among themselves. Napoleon was well in- 
formed about these quarrels. He knew, for example, that 
the Emperor of Russia, Paul, usually known as “ Mad 
Paul,” was furiously angry with the Emperor of Austria, 
Francis, because Francis had not behaved well towards the 
troops which Paul had sent to his help. There were still 
a number of Russian prisoners in France. Napoleon 
clothed them in new uniforms and sent them back home. 

That act of courtesy and of statesmanship delighted 
Paul, who promptly told Napoleon that he was sick of 
Francis and even more sick of King George III of England ; 
Paul declared, too, that he had made up his mind not, 
any longer, to submit to having his ships searched by the 
British. The British King might talk about his “ right 
of search,” but he, Paul, recognized no such right. He 
did not even see why Britannia should continue to rule the 
waves. 

Napoleon was, naturally, in full agreement with these 
views, and he listened with pleasure while Paul told 
Britannia exactly what he thought of her and of her claims 
to be entitled to stop other people’s ships on the high seas 
in order to make sure that they were not loaded with 
supplies destined for France. He must have smiled, too, 
when Paul demanded of King George HI that the English, 
who had captmed Malta from the French, should at once 
give it back to its Knights who had chosen him, Paul, as 
their Grand Master. 

Napoleon knew that King George III would not, in 
any circumstances, fall in with Paul’s wishes ,• but he can 
scarcely have been prepared for the measures which the 
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mad Emperor instantly took to punish King George for his 
refusal. Even the Man of Marengo must have caiight his 
breath when he saw the Kings of Sweden and Denmark 
standing side by side with Paul to resist by force of arms 
the “ Right of Search,” and when he heard that Paul had 
refused to allow a single, grain of Russian wheat -to be 
shipped to England. For this meant that the whole Baltic 
Sea was closed to Britannia ; it might easily come to mean 
a famine in the great cities of England, since England did 
not grow enough wheat to feed her people. 

Napoleon learned, from his spies, with what great 
anxiety the British Government had heard of the closing of 
the Baltic and the order forbidding the sliipment of wheat. 
He was told that King George had been forced to issue 
public proclamations to his people begging them to show 
“ the greatest economy and frugality ” in the use of bread, 
and that King George had, himself, set an example of 
economy by ordering that none but stale bread should be 
served on the royal table and that the distillation of whisky 
from grain should cease. The price of wheat in London 
had risen from £2 10s. a quarter to £7 16s. 

Christmas was drawing near. On Christmas Eve, 1800, 
Napoleon and Josephine went to the Opera in Paris. Their 
carriage had just passed through the Rue Nicaise when 
a terrific explosion shook that street to its foundations. 
The bodies of men and women, murdered and mutilated, 
were flung in every direction. 

Wild rumour spread her wings. In the streets, in the 
cafi6s, in the theatres, in the Opera House itself, it was 
positively asserted that the Saviour of France was killed. 
The audience in the Opera House, to which the sound of 
the bomb had penetrated, grew sick with fear. 

And then, suddenly, a thrill tingled in the bodies of 
these horrified men and women. They raised their eyes 
to the Consular box. 

They saw, standing in the box, his wife’s band held in 
his hand, that slight figure of their hearts’ desire. 

Napoleon’s grey eyes were unclouded by any fear. 

Paris, that night, gave him all her love, 

T 
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Some of the authors of the infernal machine were 
arrested and tlic whole abominable story unravelled. 
There were Royalists implicated — agents of the notorious 
Georges Cadoudal and also RobespiciTcans — ^for extremes 
are always liable to meet. Some punishments were 
inflicted ; some punislmients, which had been ordered, 
were not inflicted, because Napoleon chose to forgive the 
culprits. Napoleon pursued his plans undeterred and 
even unconcerned as far, at any rate, as his personal safety 
was involved. 

But he could not mistake the meaning of the infernal 
machine nor the fact that it had been flung by the hands of 
the Roj'alists. These men would not forgive tlie Saviour 
of the Revolution. He knew that they came from 
La Vendde — ^that is, from the western coasts of France — 
and he loiew that their help and strength came from the 
Channel Islands, which were then crowded with the enemies 
of the Revolution. Why did England, free, liberty-loving 
England, shelter these desperadoes ? 

Meanwhile there came strange news from England ; 
news of the resignation of Pitt and news of another 
wondrous exploit of Nelson the Sea-Hawk. Nelson, with 
his telescope to his blind eye, had actually smashed the 
fleet of the King of Denmark at Copenhagen and so broken 
up Mad Paul’s league against Britannia. The Baltic 
was open again to English ships. But, even so, Paul 
refused to sell his wheat. The price of wheat in London, 
Napoleon was told, remained at £7 16s. per quarter. 

“They want,” -wrote Napoleon about the infernal 
macliine, “ to attack the Revolution by destroying me ; 
I will defend it because I am the Revolution ! ” 
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Paul, in fact, had achieved against England what all the 
navies in the world could not achieve. Ho had reduced 
her to famine and desperation. 

That, Napoleon knew, was the real reason why Pitt — 
the Prime Minister — ^liad resigned and why his place had 
been taken by the friends of Charles James Fox, w-ho had 
always been in favour of making peace with France. The 
English King and the English War Lords and the English 
War Profiteers did notwant to make peace with Napoleon — 
far from it ; but neither did they want to be torn to pieces 
by the starving mobs of London. Peace with Napoleon 
was the only way of obtaining wheat from the Continent 
of Europe, so long as Paul continued to reign in Russia. 

And so the British Government gave ear to Napoleon’s 
proposal that peace should be made between England and 
France. 

And then, just when that step had been taken, in a 
single night, everything was changed. Mad Paul was 
strangled in liis palace at St. Petersburg by a group of 
officers wlio were the close friends of his son, Alexander. 

With deep anxiety Napoleon realized that, now, the 
“ w'ill to peace ” in England would be fatally weakened. 
For Paul’s son, Alexander, was in all respects unlike his 
father. Alexander was knoTkn to be friendly to England 
and was suspected of being the enemy of France. Would 
King George refuse, now, to go on with the peacemaking ? 

News soon arrived that Alexander had changed all 
his father’s plans ; there was no longer any danger of 
starvation in London. Napoleon, who was making a 
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treaty with Holland, took the precaution to insert in it 
the proviso that his soldiers should remain in that 
“ stepping-stone ” state “ until the Jinal conclusion of peace 
iciih Englufid ” — a sign that he feared the worst. At the 
same time he sent off one of his friends to Russia to pay 
his respects to the new Emperor, the young Alexander. 

Napoleon’s friend reported that he had been 'well 
received and that Alexander was a good young man, full 
of love for the whole universe. Alexander had said that 
it was not true that he was fonder of King George than of 
Napoleon. He loved them both exactly the same. Indeed, 
he loved all men and all nations exactly the same. That 
was why he had opened the harbours of Russia to English 
ships. But, on the other hand, he did not approve of 
England’s wish to keep the Island of Malta, beeause he 
loved the Knights of Malta to whom the island rightfully 
belonged. He had decided to give up the title of “ Grand 
Master ” of the Knights of which his father had been so 
proud, but he was going, instead, to call himself their 
“Protector.” And he was going to protect them. As 
for the French people — ^wcll, he loved them too, but he did 
not approve of Napoleon’s wish to add Piedmont to France, 
because he also loved Piedmont. 

Alexander, who was very handsome and very beautiful, 
had bent down to the French Ambassador and added m 
a whisper : 

“ Do not repeat anjdihing I now say to my ministers ; 
be discreet ; employ only trustworthy couriers. But tell 
General Bonaparte to send me men on whom I can rely. 
The most discreet relations will be found best suited to 
establish good feelings between the two Governments.” 

Alexander had smiled as he spoke, that sweet, uplifting 
smile of his. He had apparently meant the Frenchman 
to understand that other hearts, the hard hearts of his 
ministers, for example, were not so full of loye as his own 
heart, 

Napoleon experienced a sense of great uneasiness. 
Alexander had not tried to keep his hnoefor England a secret ! 
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Already King George had received rich benefits from him, 
all of which had inflicted harm on Prance. The Man’s 
grey eyes became clouded. If peace was nob made with 
England immediately, he began to see, it would never be 
made at all. For, in addition to obtaining wheat and 
getting his ships back into the Baltic, King George had 
just succeeded in capturmg Egypt from the h'rench. 
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HANDS ACROSS TlIlS SEA 

On October 1, 1801, the “ PreKminaries of Peace,” as they 
were called, between France and England were signed in 
London and sent off to Paris to be ratified. Said The Times 
of October 3 : 

“ The public were so impatient to express their leeliiigs 
on the occasion of the news of the Preliminaries of Peace 
being signed, that almost all the public streets were 
illuminated last night. This was evidently not the wish 
of the Government, who have deferred a general illumina- 
tion until the ratification of them comes back from France. 
Accordmgly none of the Public Offices were illuminated 
nor cither of the theatres.” 

The Times of October 10, 1801, told how : 

“ The intelligence was announced to the inhabitants 
of Paris by discharge of artillery and was proclaimed by 
torchlight throughout the streets. At night there was a 
general illumination. Never was joy more fervently 
expressed.” 

On October 10, 1801, the news of the signing was 
brought to London. The Times of October 12, 1801, said ; 

“ On Saturday morning, at 10 o’clock, General 
Daurostan [a mistake for Lauriston], Chief de Brigade 
in the Artillery and aide-de-camp to General Bonaparte, 
arrived at M. Otto’s house in IlerePord Street with the 
ratification. . . . 

“ After breaHast at M. Otto’s, tlie General . . . pro- 
ceeded to Reddish’s Hotel in St. James St., where he dressed 
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and afterwards went to Downing St. On their way thither 
the populace took the horses from the carriage and drew 
it through the principal streets.” 

The English people and the French people, indeed, were 
both heartily sick of war and were ready to try to live 
together in friendship. The peace which had been out- 
lined was honourable to both nations and bestowed benefit 
upon both ; lor, whereas England gained almost the whole 
of India and the rich Island of Ceylon in addition to 
numerous smaller possessions, France obtained the promises 
from England that Egypt would be handed back to the 
Sultan of Turkey and that Malta would be I’estored to the 
Knights. 

This last promise relieved Napoleon’s mind, for he had 
feared greatly that England might use Malta, the strongest 
fortress in the whole Mediten*ancan, as a base for naval 
and military operations in the Adriatic in support of 
Francis of Austria. 

The treaty itself — “ the definitive treaty ” — ^^vas signed 
at Amiens by Joseph who had also made the treaty with 
Austria. Amiens, then, which 117 years later, in 1918, 
during the Great War, Englishmen and Frenchmen w'crc 
to defend with such transcendant heroism against the 
Kings of Prussia and of Austria, was the name-place of the 
first ente^nte between the English and the French peoples. 

On the Easter Sunday following the Treaty of Peace 
with England, Napoleon 'went to church in the Cathedral 
of N6tre Dame de Paris, that shrine of the soul of France 
in which, do-wn the ages, her Kings and her statesmen had 
bowed the knee, in Avhich, but a few years before, in the 
days of blood and blasphemy, a Parisian actress had been 
crowned and worshipped as “ The Goddess of Reason ” 
and men had ravished the Gothic silence with obscene 
Jokes. 

The Gothic silence was inviolate now, save for the Te 
Deiim in celebration of the re-establishment of religious 
worship and of the Peace with England and all Europe. 

Napoleon himself, grave and reverent, saw to it that 
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his generals and liis councillors, whose presence he had 
commanded, kept their sneers or their jibes for the privacy 
of their own homes. Some of them were furious to the 
point of actually talking of murdering Napoleon — ^notably 
the cx-fencing-master Augereau, who hissed between his 
teeth the question : 

“ TlTiat of the men who died to put a stop to this sort of 
thing ? ” 

But the spirit of the Man quelled even Augereau. 
Mass, sung by Cardinal Caprara, the Pope’s friend, began. 
There came the supreme moment of sacrifice announced 
by the silver notes of the Samtus bell. 

Napoleon the Peacemaker, in his green court-dress 
with its gold embroideries, and girded with that sword in 
the guard of which the Regent diamond, from the Royal 
Crown of France, glowed and flamed, fell on his knees. 
His generals, his ministers, the men of the Revolution, the 
men who had vowed that there was no God but reason, 
the men who had seen Robespierre strutting and mincing 
among the puddles of blood to “ acknowledge the Supreme 
Being,” fell on their knees. 

The Blessed Sacrament was lifted up. 
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THE PEACEBUEAKERS 

It is useless to make peace unless you arc determined to 
keep it and to protect it. The Man had liis plans of 
protection ready, for in spite of the expressions of good \vill 
he remained deeply anxious about the attitude of England. 

His plans were so startling that, once again, he had to 
fight for them even against his own friends. Robespierre, 
he said, kept peace at home, among Frenchmen, by the 
terror which his red carts and his guillotines inspired. He 
protected peace at home %vith fear. I mean to protect 
peace at home with the love we all bear our country. 

Napoleon then announced that “ Legion of Honour,” 
the ribands of which France still wears so proudly on her 
gallant breast and which, to-day, are worn also, with an 
equal pride, by many a brave Englishman. The Legion 
of Honour was to be conferred not on soldiers only, but on 
civilians too — on all who had nobly served. 

Honours, said the Man, were given formerly, “ only to 
the men of gentle birth. I will give them to the man who 
shall have served best in the Army, and hr the State, or 
who shall have produced the finest works.” 

When his opponents called his Legion “ Vanity,” he 
replied : 

“ From Vanity great virtues may be made to spring.” 

After the love of country the knowledge that justice 
belongs to all is perhaps the greatest security which peace 
can have in any land. Napoleon, at any rate, thought so 
and caused to be begun the work on that “ Code Napoleon,” 
that body of law as great, in its owp way, as the Common 
Law of England itself, by which, to this day. Prance is 
governed. 
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“ We must, above all,” cried the Man, “ consecrate the 
great principle of Ike French Revolution which is civil liberijj 
— that is to say, equal justice in every branch. . . . All 
Frenchmen are equal, alike ; every citizen obeys the same law, 
appears before the same judge, suffers the same punishment, 
reedves the same reward, pays the same taxes, is subject to 
the same military service, is eligible to, and attains the same 
rank, whatever may be his birth, his religion, or his place of 
origin. 

” These are the great social results of the Revolution 
which are well worth the troubles we have sulfered in 
achieving them and which we must unalterably maintain. 

“ After those results there is one thing more which must 
be maintained with equal vigour, and that is the greatness 
of Franee. . . . For the maintenance of this greatness the 
struggle is not over ; it will be renewed.” 

What did these last four words mean ? Why did 
Napoleon say that the Wars of the Kings against the 
Revolution would be renewed ? 

The answer to these questions is to be found in a series 
of events which began actually aromid the peace-table at 
Amiens. From that peace-table there had come to 
Napoleon a hint, from King George III, that, on certain 
conditions, England would be ready to acknowledge him 
as King of Franee. 

Napoleon knew the conditions without requiring to be 
told them. He could mount the throne of France, with 
the approval of England, provided that he was ready to 
betray the Revolution, by giving up the “natural 
frontiers ” of the Alps and the Rhine — ^thc “ stepping- 
stones ” — and drawing back within the old frontiers of the 
old Kings. Let liim restore Italy to Austria, Piedmont to 
the King of Sardinia, the litter of little states on the Rliine 
to the litter of little Rhineland princes, above all let him 
remove his soldiers from Holland and he might, if he chose, 
wear the crown of the Louis’ — ^until, at any rate, the Kings 
were sufficiently rested. 

The Man was not a w'olf to be caught >vith bait of that 
kind. He had already refused from the French people the 
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title of Prince, he was not going to accept that title from 
the King of England at the price of his own soul. But the 
fact that the bait had been dangled before him aroused 
his sharpest suspicions. The Kings, it was obvious, viewed 
this Peace of Amiens very differently from the manner in 
which he viewed it. The Kings were stUl busy with their 
eternal plottings against the Revolution. Had Napoleon 
known what King George III of England had said about 
the Peace of Amiens on the day it was signed his suspicions 
would have been yet sharper than they were. 

‘‘ Do you know,” the English King declared, “ what I 
call this peace ? An experimental peace, for it is nothing 
else. But it was unavoidable.” 

King George might have added that what made the 
peace unavoidable Avere the feelings of his own subjects — 
the English people starved and war-sick. 

Happily, now, the starvation Avas over, thanks to the 
death of Mad Paul and thanks to the peace itself. King 
George and Pitt and the War Profiteers could look forward 
to new efforts, always provided that the English people 
could be changed from their peace-loA'ing, Napoleon- 
admiring attitude. 

That, it Avas seen, would be no easy task, for the good 
citizens of London toAAH were wild AAith enthusiasm for 
peace. Nevertheless, there were means available to direct 
their thoughts into channels less disturbing to those Avho 
hoped to see the Revolution speedily extinguished and the 
reign of the Kings once again established in France. The 
chief of these means was the Press. On the very day of 
peace Cobbett — a bitter enemy of the RcA'^olution — ^wrote in 
his newspaper ; 


“ We request our readers to observe that, henceforth, 
Ave shall be very particular in what aa'c say about the most 
illustrious Sovereign, Consul Bonaparte. Oh! hoAV Ave 
shall extol him I We shall endeavour to give our readers 
the earliest infoimation Avhen he rises, breakfasts, dines, 
sups, and spits. With all reverence we shall treat of his 
lovely, chaste, and bonny Queen.” 
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This reference to the idea that Josephine had been 
Barras’s mistress -vvas not land. A few days later Cobbett 
protested against the fact that the people of London had 
actually dared to draw the carriage of the French 
Ambassador through the Mall : 

“ A place appropriated exclusively as a carriage road 
to the use of the Royal Family 1 ! ! ” 

This earliest outburst was followed in a few months by 
such a campaign of abuse and calumny as has never been 
excelled on this earth and has only once been equalled — 
when the Germans in the Great War taught themselves the 
famous “ Hymn of Hate ” against England. I have some 
of the cai’toons which were printed in England, in the peace 
years, before me, as I write. But the worst of them were 
too indecent to be preserved. 

In one Napoleon is leading Britannia in a halter to the 
guillotine. Britannia’s hands arc bound, her trident is 
broken and her shield has been smashed — ^this was 
published on November 9, 1801, a month after peace had 
been ratified. Before another year had passed the pack of 
hate was in full cry after the Man with whom England was 
at peace — and not the English pack of hate only ; the 
pack of the “ Glittering Beings ” resident in England also, 
which had newspapers of its own. 

It was said, among other things, that Napoleon’s mother 
had been the mistress of Count Marbeuf in Coreica, and 
this abominable slander was later, when the Man had been 
defeated, put into rhyme thus : 

“ Some say his father was a farmer, 

ECis mother too a Cyprian charmer, 

That his dad Carlo was quite poor, 

Letitia a French General’s ; 

If faithless to her marriage vows 
She made a cuckold of her spouse. 

Then Nap (some cliaracters are rotten) 

Had been a merrily begotten” 

Even while peace continued tliere were pictures of 
Napoleon jumping from Calais to Dover and being spitted, 
in his jump, on the sword of John Bull. 



A KOYAL GUEST 


283 


Napoleon read most of these paj)ers and knew exactly 
what they meant. He protested against the unjust and 
grossly indecent attacks which he saw only too clearly 
were meant to poison English minds and bring jjeace to 
an end, but all the satisfaction he got was a statement 
that the Press was free in England and that the Govern- 
ment could do nothing. He might, if he chose, bring an 
action for libel in the courts. A little later, one of the most 
violent writers against the peace, a French exile, was 
actually brought to trial in London, as a result of im- 
mense pressure from France. An English jury found this 
man guilty of having tried to urge the French people to 
assassinate General Bonaparte. 

And, not content with poisoning the mind of England 
against France, the War Makers were directing that mind 
in friendship towards France’s enemies. They continued 
to show the highest regard to the “ Glittering Beings ” 
resident in England — ^those men who had so lately flung 
the infernal machine at Napoleon and Josephine. The 
Count of Artois, the youngest brother of poor King 
Louis XVI, and the man who, wth Marie Antoinette, 
had done so much to bring Versailles to ruin, the man whom 
George III and Pitt had hoped, two years before, to see 
marching to Lyons with the Russian Army and raising 
there the white flag of the old Kings — ^this man was 
actually King George’s guest in the Palace of Holyrood 
in Edinburgh, “ lodged royally ” and having compliments 
paid him by the troops. 

It is said that his stay in Edinburgh “ was the pride of 
the Scottish nobility,” in spite of the fact that the Count of 
Aitois ” lodged his mistress in a little house ” a few yards 
from the palace. Here is a description of the behaviour 
of this chief of the “ Glittering Beings ” at a moment when 
George III was professing that he loved peace and wanted 
to be the friend of France and of tlie Revolution. It is 
taken from a source hostile to Napoleon. 

“ Thus, on the occasion of the Queen’s ball, the com- 
mander of the guard fat Holyrood] went to meet the 
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Prince [the Count of Artois], and when he entered the room, 
every one was made to stand aside to let him pass. . . . 
The Prince l>ecamc very gay, went here and there, danced 
and coiiijjlimented every one. This gaiety scandalized 
some stiff Englishmen, and one of them called out : ‘ What 
do you make of the Count ? One might think he was at 
home and we Avere tmngrh.' 

“ On this occasion the Prince Avas dressed in a blue 
coat Avithout decorations, but, the year before at the same 
ball, he aa’us covered Avith ribbons and crosses of every 
conceivable order.” 

The reason Avhy the Count of Artois, that dissolute 
ornament of vanished Versailles, wore no decorations was 
that Napoleon had told the English Government (he told 
also all the European Governments) that he regarded these 
decorations of the “ Glittering Beings ” as so many insults 
to the Revolution if worn publicly on State occasions. 

At this time, too, Georges Cadoudal, the man of the 
infernal machine, Avas receiving a pension from the English 
GoA'emment. 

Here then, in England, where the common folk were 
so anxious to be friendly, Avas a King housing Napoleon’s 
deadliest enemy, the deadliest enemy of the Revolution, 
in his own palace, and according him Royal honours at 
State festivals, Avhile half the ncAVspapers in England cursed 
and defiled the name of the real Ruler of France, and some 
of the French ncAvspapers which Avere printed in London 
actually — ^in the opinion of an English jury — adAused 
Frenchmen to assassinate that Ruler. 

The Man began to understand that King George III 
must have secret reasons for the boldness towards, and 
contempt of. Revolutionary France Avliich he was showing. 
He sent agents to watch what Avas going on in Edinburgh 
and also — ^more important by far — ^to watch Avhat young 
Alexander, the alUoAdng Eniperor of Russia, was doing. 

At the same time he began to take further measures to 
defend the Revolution. He had already sent away most 
of his ships of war to the West Indies to the one large 
island which remained to France, San Domingo, Avhere the 
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natives had rebelled under their strangely brilliant leader, 
“ the black Napoleon.” He had also begun to fit out ships 
to go to Louisiana, the huge Aancrican state which had 
come to him — ^Ln an exchange — ^froni the Spaniards ; and 
he hoped soon to buy, Florida. 

These expeditions had been undertaken because France 
had such great need of “ ships, colonies, and commerce,” 
to restore her weakened industries and markets, and to 
provide for the wants of her people. But now Napoleon 
began to feel that it -was dangerous to have so many vessels 
of his navy absent from his shores. He knew' too that the 
new trading prosperity of France was intensely unpopular 
among the shipowners and war-profiteers in London and 
that the fact that he would not allow British goods to 
come into France duty free — ^in some cases he would not 
allow British goods to enter loanee at aU — ^vas a source of 
great annoyance to English merchants. Yet, surely, these 
men must realize that some kind of “ Safeguarding of 
Industries ” was necessary, seeing that French industries 
were so weak and English industries so strong ? The 
Ruler of France could not allow his fellow-countrymen 
to be ruined to make fortunes for Englishmen. 

His ships being far away Napoleon could do nothing, 
by way of additional protection at sea. He turned his 
attention to the land, and also to affairs at home where 
plots against the Revolution and his o\vn life w'ere still 
being hatched. He began to refonn the Government so 
as to concentrate power more and more in his own hands — 
an essential preliminary to swift and decisive action on the 
frontiers, should this become necessary. There were the 
usual outcries by his enemies at this “ tyranny ” ; but 
the Man, w'ho was re.solved to have pence at any price other 
than the honour of the Revolution and the greatness of 
France, heeded them not. And the French people, the 
common folk, who, perhaps, in some vague way, under- 
stood the real danger, rose up to support their hero. 

France was asked by the Parliament to vote whether 
or not Napoleon Bonaparte should be made First Consul 
for T life. The "nt-wer w***! tremendmw. in it'’ enthnd «im 
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and unanimity. Out of a total electorate of 3 , 577,239 
persons, 3 , 508,885 voted for the new honour to Napoleon. 
The Man being told of this overwhelming vote of love and 
confidence said : 

“ The life of a citizen belongs to his country. The 
Erench nation wishes that mine should be wholly conse- 
crated to it. I obey its will.” 

From this day he began to sign his name “ Napoleon ” 
instead of “ Bonaparte.” A few days later, he laid the 
foundations of the modern educational system of Prance, 
saying that the only good materials of a new society 
presenting “ neither the injustices of feudalism nor the 
confusion of anarchy ” are the youth of the country. Then 
he turned his attention once more to the “ stepping- 
stone ” countries on the frontiers, of which the Ring of the 
Kings had meant to make use for the destruction of the 
Revolution, and on which, in case of a new war, the whole 
safety of France and of the Revolution must depend. 

Italy was his first concern. The new Italian Republic, 
wliich his victories had snatched from Francis of Austria, 
asked him to become its first President. He accepted the 
invitation. Then he carried out liis declaration to Austria 
that he would make of Piedmont a part of France, just as 
Corsica was a part of Prance. The same step was taken 
in the case of the Island of Elba. 

Then the Rhinelands engaged Napoleon’s attention. 
The left bank of the Rhine had become French, which 
meant that all the princelings of the Holy Roman Empire, 
of which Francis of Austria was Emperor, who had lands 
on the left bank of the Rliine, lost their lands. 

These princelings, of whom Francis was the protector 
and, in some cases, the kinsman, cried aloud that they 
were ruined, and implored Francis to help them — or rather 
to allow them to “ help themselves,” for the Holy Roman 
Empire included some fat bishoprics. It was an awkward 
position for Francis, the first prince of Christendom ; but, 
after all, blood is thicker than water, even than holy water. 
The Imperial 'Walrus wept a few tears over the Ecclesiastical 
Oysters, and then the feast began. 
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Napoleon was determined that Francis and his friends 
should not have all the fat bishoprics. Francis had been 
the inveterate enemy of the Revolution, whereas Frederick 
William, the King of Prussia, and the Ruler of Bavaria 
had both, lately, shown a disposition to flirt with it. As 
members of the Holy Roman Empire they were entitled 
to reasonable shares of all that Avas going. The Man 
aimoimced his intentions and nobody dared to refuse him. 
And so, in that crazy, ramshackle Holy Roman Empire, 
Frederick William became a greater and Francis a less 
great personality. 

Francis fumed with impotent rage, and so also did King 
George III, for everything which made Frederick William 
stronger increased the danger — it was a real danger — ^that 
he might be tempted to make a mouthful of Hanover, 
King George’s German kingdom. Nevertheless, good 
King George accepted a fat bishoijric for himself, while at 
the same time protesting against the “ secularizations ” — 
as the seizing of the bishoprics Avas politely called. Also 
he redoubled his attentions to young Alexander of. Russia. 
Napoleon, however, Avas before his enemies in that last 
direction. He actually invited Alexander to agree to 
the “ share-out ” of the bishoprics— for the Emperors of 
Russia, strangely enough, had a remote connection Avith 
the Holy Roman Empire. Alexander, after hinting that 
his OAvn relations among the various royal beggars might 
perhaps get a few extra crumbs, declared that the 
“ share-out ” had liis approval. 

Meamvhile the French troops had, in accordance Avith 
the treaty made betAveen Napoleon and Austria, been 
removed from SAvitzerland. The result of this removal was 
a violent strife in that country betAveen the “ Old Families,” 
Avho tried at once to leap back to their former poAver, and 
the Swiss friends of the Revolution who bitterly opposed 
the “ Old Families.” Fighting, which was said to have been 
encouraged by English money, broke out, and SAvitzerland 
became a battlefield. Napoleon saw all the danger of 
this to France — ^the danger was no less than the handing 
over of the Alps as a “ stepping-stone ” to the deadliest 

TJ 
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foes of the Re%’'olution. He sent Ney, his great, red-haired 
General, the cooper’s son, with an army to restore order. 

“ I Avill not,” he declared, “ deliver up to 15,000 mer- 
cenaries, paid by England, those formidable bastions of the 
Alps, which the European Coalition has not been able, in 
two campaigns, to -wrest from our exhausted soldiers. 
People talk to me about the will of the Swiss people. I 
cannot discover it in the will of 200 aristocratic families. 
. . . But, at any rate, there is something tliat I estimate 
more higlily than the -will of the Swiss people, that is the 
safety of the 40,000,000 of men over whom I rule.” 

Instantly the “ Old Families ” of Switzerland, the 
friends of the Kings, began, in vulgar- phrase, to “ squeal.” 
Napoleon, they cried, was a tyrant who was trying to 
steal their liberty. They did not add that the whole 
common folk of Switzerland were thanking God that 
some kind of peace had been secured and the oppression of 
the “ Old Families ” restrained. Here, at last, was some- 
thing for the Kings to go on — something by means of 
■which the enthusiasm for peace with Napoleon of the 
English common folk could be damped aird perhaps 
extinguished altogether. 

Tremendous efforts were made; the London newspapers 
shouted themselves hoarse about the ” invasion of Switzer- 
land,” subscriptions were opened for the “ brave people 
of Switzerland who are defending their liberty.” In 
addition, the Government of King George III wrote to 
Napoleon protesting strongly, and then sent off a Mr. Moore 
to Switzerland with instructions to offer help in money to 
the ” Old Families.” Mr. Moore was told, further, to buy 
guns in Germany and supply them to the “ Old Families ” 
for distribution to their troops, and a message was sent 
off to Francis of Austria promising him £9,000,000 of the 
British taxpayers’ money if he would act at once on 
behalf of the “ Old Families ” — and so perhaps regain 
the vitally important “ stq)ping-stone ” of the Alps. 
Alexander of Russia also was “ approached.” But 
Frederidk William of Prussia was left severely alone. King 
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George III could have nothing to do with a man who 
wished to lay hands on his father’s house, Hanover. 

And all this while England was supposed to be at peace 
with France I Napoleon replied to King George HI in 
sharp tones, saying that he would not suffer Switzerland 
to be “ turned into another Jersey.” He added (these 
arc his instructions to his Ambassador) : 

“ Would England kindle a continental war ? But 
where would she find allies ? . . . At any rate, if war 
should be renewed on the continent, it would be England 
that would have obliged us to conquer Eurojic. The Fu’st 
Consul is but thirty-three years old ; as yet he has destroyed 
none but States of the second order. Who knows what 
time it would take hun, if he were forced to it, to change 
anew the face of Europe and to resuscitate the Empire of 
the West ? ” 

Napoleon called the leaders of Switzerland to Paris, 
told them that he had no wish to possess their country, 
and outlined proposals which they ail accepted for its 
good government. 

“ You must be a neutral people,” he said, “ whose 
neutrality aU the world respects, because it obliges all 
the world to respect it. . . . But in desiring to remain 
independent forget not that you must be friends of France. 
Her friendship is necessary for you. You have enjoyed 
it for ages and you are indebted to it for your independence. 
Switzerland must not, on any account, become a focus of 
intriguers and of underhand hostilities . . . what the 
islands of Jersey and Guernsey ai-e to Bretagne and La 
Vendee.” 

Swiss independence was gvuuranteed on this under- 
standing, and the French troops removed. The peace of 
Switzerland was disturbed no more ; her prosperity began. 
This excellent and most wise settlement robbed the War 
Makers in England of all their arguments ; but it did not 
rob them of their fury against the Revolution. Never 
had their hatred of the Man, who had defeated aU their 
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schemes to win “ steiDping-stones ” against him (while 
remaining at peace with him), burned so fiercely. The 
attacks in the newspapers were redoubled, so that public 
opinion in England began to shake. The common folk 
came — ^very reluctantly — ^to think that, after all, “ Bona- 
parte ” must lie a dangerous enemy of the country. 



CHAPTER XL VII 


BLACK CUKl’E 

The Pcaeebreakers had at. last made a real impre.s.sion on 
public opinion — for Englishmen have a natural affection 
for the Swiss. Without delay King George played his 
big curd and ordered that — ^peace or no peace — ^Malta 
should not be given up to its Knights. 

This step completed the disillusionment of Napoleon 
— ^for England had made a solemn promise to give up 
Malta. Her refusal to do so could only mean that a new 
Ring of the Kings was being, or had actually been, secretly 
formed against the Revolution. 

It was the month of November 1802. The Man 
determined to use all the means at liis disposal to avert 
the tenable danger which threatened him and the peace 
of the world. His personal friend. General Andreossy — 
a nobleman — was sent to London, and, as a consequence. 
Lord Whitworth came to Paris to confer, on behalf of 
England, with the French Government. Very soon after 
his arrival in London, General Andreossy W'as presented 
to King George III, who told him that he had always 
wished for peace and would remain of the same mind 
“ as long as no attack is made on the dignity of my crown 
and the interests of my people.” The common folk, still 
pitifully eager for peace, cheered the General wherever 
he went. General Andreossy -wrote to Napoleon to say 
that he had been well received everywhere, but he added ; 

“ The King is the most autocratically inclined of all 
.European monarchs.” 

Meanwhile the War Mongers, among whom King 
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George III Avas certainly inelncled, Avere busy. Parlia- 
ment met and the King’.s Speech declared : 

“In rny intercourse Avith foreign poAvei's I have been 
actuated by a suicere disposition for the maintenance of 
peace ; it is ncA'-ertheless impossible for me to lose sight of 
tliat established and Avise system of policy by Avhich the 
interests of the States are connected Avith our OAvn, and I 
cannot therefore be indifferent to any material change in 
their relative condition and strength. [This was a reference 
to the big share of the Rhineland bishoprics Avhich Frederick 
William of Prussia had obtained and to the consequent 
AA'eakening of Francis of Austria]. . . . 

“ You will, I am persuaded, agree AA'ith me in thinking 
that it is incumbent upon us to adopt these measvn*es of 
security Avhieh are best calculated to afford the prospect of 
preserving to my subjects the blessings of peace.” 

The measures for preserving “ the blessings of peace ” 
were to add 66,600 men to the Army (it had been 250,000 
.strong during the AA’ar but had been reduced at the peace 
to 126,000) and to raise the strength of the Navy from 
30,000 men to 50,000 men. 

“ What ! ” exclaimed Lord Grenville — the man who in 
1800 had asked Napoleon by what right he ruled in France 
— “ What ! Has the Government at last discovered that 
Ave have interests on the continent ; that attention to these 
interests is an important part of British policy ; and that 
they have never ceased to be sacrificed since the holloAV 
peace signed Avith France ? And is it the mA''asion of 
SAvitzerland that led ministers to perceive this ? Was it 
not till then they began to discover that we were excluded 
from the continent ; that our allies there Avere immolated 
to the insatiable ambition of that pretended French 
Republic AV'hich has desisted from threatening European 
society with a demagogue convulsion only to threaten it 
Avith a frightful military t3rranny ? 

“ Scarcely had you signed the preliminaries of London,” 
the noble and furious lord continued, “ before our external 
enemy openly seized the Italian Republic upon pretext of 
haAung the presidency of it decreed to him, appropriated 
Tuscany to himself, upon pretext of granting it to an 
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Infant of Spain iinrl, as the price of tliis false concession, 
inatic hiniself master of the finest part of tlie American 
continent — of Louisiana. Scarcely had you signed the 
definitive treaty [of AiniensJ — ^the wax which you had 
stamped with the arms of England upon that treaty was 
scarcely cold — ^^vhen our indefatigable foe, disclosing the 
intentions which he had dexterously concealed from you, 
united Piedmont to France and dethroned the worthy 
King of Sardinia, the constant ally of England. . . . 
But this is not all. The definitive treaty [of Amiensl was 
concluded in March ; in June, Piedmont was united to 
France ; and, in August, the Consular Government 
intimated to Europe, plumply and plainly, that the 
Germanic constitution [the Holy Roman Empire] had 
ceased to exist. All tlie German States w'ere blended 
together and divided, as it were, into lots which France 
assigned to whomsoever she pleased ; and the only power 
on which we have reason to reckon for curbing the ambition 
of our enemy, Austria, has been so weakened, abased, 
humbled, that we know not whether she will ever be able 
to raise herself again. And that Stadtholder [of Holland] 
for whom we promised to obtain an indemnity equal to 
his los.ses, has been treated in a manner scornful to him, 
scornful to you, who have set yourselves up for protectors 
of the House of Orange. That House receives, for the 
Stadtholdership, a paltry bishopric, nearly the same as the 
House of Hanover which has been unworthily robbed of 
its personal property. 

“ Often,” exclaimed Lord Grenville, “ has it been 
alleged that England has suffered on account of Hanover ; 
that cannot be said now, for it is on account of England that 
Hanover has suffered. It is because he is King of England 
that the Elector of Hanover has been thus despoiled of his 
ancient patrimony. . . 

Lord Grenville, who had been Foreign Minister under 
Pitt, then abused the Government of the day — ^the weak 
Government of Mr. Addington the doctor’s son— for having 
dismantled the fleet, disbanded the army, evacuated 
Egypt* given up the Cape. But he commended them on 
one tremendous point. They had not yet withdrawn the 
English troops from Malta. 
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“ Is it from negligence, from levity that you have acted 
thus ?” he cried. “ Lucky negligence ! The only thing we 
can approve in j^u 1 Bub we hope you ■will not let this 
last pledge, left by accident in your hands, slip from your 
grasp, and that you will hold it fast to indemnify us for 
all the violations of treaties committed by our insatiable 
enemy.” 

This speech, which expressed evidently the views of 
King George III, was answered by the leader of the 
common folk of England, Fox, one of the greatest and 
truest men this country ever possessed. Fox had taken 
the trouble to go to Paris during the peace and see things 
for himself. He had been received again and again by 
Napoleon with the utmost friendliness and shown every- 
thing which was likely to intei’est him. Fox said : 

“ I am astonished at all I hear, astonished, particularly, 
on considering who they are that say such things. Indeed, 
I am more grieved than any of the . . . friends of Mr. Pitt 
at the growing greatness of France who is daily extending 
her power in Europe and in America. I am grieved at it, 
though I share not the prepossessions of the hon. members 
against the French Republic. But, after all, when was 
this extraordinary aggrandisemexrt which astonishes and 
alarms you, when was it produced ? Was it during the 
administration of Mr. Addington ... or during the 
administration of Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville ? Under 
the administration of Mr. Pitt and Lord GrenviUe had not 
France acquired the line of the Rlxine, gained possession of 
Holland, Switzerland, Italy as far as Naples ? Was this 
because no resistance had been made to her, because her 
encroachments had been tamely endured, that she had 
thus outstretched her giant arms ? I apprehend not, for 
Mr. Pitt and Lord GrenviUe had banded together the mosb 
formidable of coalitions to crush that ambitious France, 

“ They laid siege to Valenciennes and Dunkirk, and 
already destined the first of these places for Austria, the 
second for Great Britain. That France, who is charged 
with intruding by force in the affairs of others, was then 
to be invaded for the purpose of forcing upon her a Govern- 
ment to which she would not submit, of obliginer her to 
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accpjit t he family of the Bom-bons, wliose yoke she spurned, 
and by one of those sublime movements, of which history 
ought to preserve an eternal record and to reconmiend to 
imitation, France repelled her invaders. Valenciennes 
and Dunkirk were not wrested from her ; laws were not 
dictated to her ; on the contrary, she has dictated laws to 
others. 

“Now we, though warmly attached to the cause of 
Great Britain, have felt an involuntary movement of 
sympathy, ivith that generous outburst of liberty and 
patriotism, and we have no desire to conceal it. . . . Has 
not old England applauded every noble inspiration in all 
nations ? And you who now deplore the greatness of 
France, was it not yourselves who provoked her victorious 
efforts ? Was it not you who, by striving to take 
Valenciennes and Dunkirk, urged her to take Belgium ? 
Who, by striving to impose laws upon her, urged her to 
give laws to half the continent ? 

“ You talk of Italy ; but was it not in the power of the 
French when you were treating for peace ? Did you not 
know that it was ? Was not this one of your grievances ? 
Did this circumstance prevent you from signing the peace ? 
And you, colleagues of Mr. Pitt, who then felt how necessary 
this peace was rendered by the sufferings of a ten-years’ 
wai% how indispensable it was for assuaging the evils which 
were your work, you con.sented that the present ministers 
should sign it for you. Why did you not oppose it 
then? , , , 

“ The King of Piedmont [King of Sardinia] interests 
you much — ^well and good; but Austria whose ally he 
was much more than yours, Austria has abandoned him. 
She did not evexi choose to mention him in the negotiations, 
lest the indemnity that might be given to this prince should 
diminish the part of the Venetian States, which she coveted 
for herself. England, then, would pretend to uphold the 
independence of Italy more effectively than Austria 1 

“ You talk of Germany turned upside down ; but what 
has been done in Germany ? The ecclesiastical states 
[the bishoprics] have been ‘ secularized ’ to indemnify 
the hereditary princes by virtue of a formal article of the 
treaty of Luneville [between Austria and France], a treaty 
signed nine months before the preliminaries of London, 
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more tlian twelve months before the treaty of Amiens, 
and signed at what i)eriod ? Wlit'n Mr. Pitt and Tjord 
Grenville w'cre ministers of England. . . . 

“ This, according to you, was turning Germany upside 
down. Then why do you not complain of Russia, who went 
halves with France in consummating the convulsion ? 

“ The Elector of HanoA^er, you say, because, 
unfortunately for himself, he was King of England, has 
been very ill-used. I have not heard that he was extremely 
dissatisfied with his lot ; for, without losing anything, he 
has obtained a rich bishopric. Besides, I strongly suspect 
those, who so warmly interest themselves for the Elector 
of Hanover, who manifest such solicitude for him, of aiming 
to gain, through this medium, the confidence of the King 
of England and so striving to advance themselves in his 
councSs. 

“ No doubt Prance is great, much greater than a good 
Englisliman ought to Avish ; but Avith that greatness, of 
which the late ministers of England are the authors, we 
Avere acquainted before the preliminaries [of peace] of 
London, before the negotiations of Amiens ; and that 
ought not to be a motive for vdolating solenm treaties. 

Look vigilantly to the execution of those treaties; if 
they are violated, claim the fulfilment of the plighted oath ; 
it is your right and your duty. But because France now 
appears too great to us, greater than we thought her at first — 
to break a solemn engagement, to retain Malta, for instance, 
would be an unworthy breach of faith which would compromise 
the hon our of Britain. ... 

“ Must we then, to gratify the ambition of our mer- 
chants, spill torrents of British blood ? ” 

That speech announced clearly that Fox Icnew that 
secret dealings were going on between King George III 
and the young Alexander of Russia ; “ Why did you not 
complain of Russia ? . . It announced, also, that 
Pox understood the real reason of the resolve to keep 
Malta. It Avas not the trade with India which was in 
question — ^it was the use of Malta as a naval and military 
base to bring help, in Italy, to Francis of Austria, that, 
acquisitive ruler whose appetite for fresh lands disgusted 
even his OAVn aUic'-, 
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]>ut what cared King George III and theWar ProfiteervS, 
so long as a new Ring of the Kings ct)n]d be bnilt up and 
set to the good work of destroying the Revolution and the 
Man of the Revolution ? King George now shifted his 
ground and declared that he would not go out of Malta 
until Napoleon fulfilled his promise to the Dutch to 
remove his troops from Holland at “ the final conclusion 
of peace ioith England” 

It was ansAvered to this that a peace, the conditions 
of w'hich had not been fulfilled, was not “finally con- 
cluded,” and that, in any case, this promise had been 
made to the Dutch and not to the English. There was 
no mention of Holland in the Peace of Amiens, and, 
hence, it behoA^cd England not to interfere in matters 
AA'hich did not concern her. France had fulfilled every 
jot and tittle of the Peace of Amiens. Let England do the 
same — ^let England come out of Malta — and Holland 
would be evacuated. 

It is difficult to under-stand how even King George III 
had the effrontery to ask Napoleon to destroy himself by 
leaving Holland at this moment. For Holland was the 
only safeguard which the Man of the Revolution possessed 
again.st England herself. Had there been no French 
troops ill Holland, English troops would, at once, have 
used that country as a “ stepping-stone ’’ by which to 
spring at the North of France, and troops from King 
George’.s beloved Hanover ivoiild hai’^e rushed over the 
frontier into Holland to co-operate ivith them. Belgium 
and Holland have always been the “ weakest spot ” in 
the armour of France. To demand in this fasliion the 
removal of French ti’oops from Holland was to announce 
the formation of a new Ring of the Kings — a Ring deter- 
mined to use Malta as one of its chief bases. 

And so Napoleon instantly perceived. He told General 
Andr^ossy to discuss freely the question of Hanover, to 
be frank about the internal affairs of France — and to 
find out all he could about those of England — ^and 
to demand the departure from London of the more 
violent of the French eneTnipf of the Revolution «nd 
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notubly of Georges Cadoiidal, the man of the infernal 
machine. 

“ In our existing relations with England,” he ivrote, 
“ we cannot but see a kind of armistice, and this position 
will appear to us unsatisfactory and distasteful so long as 
we see intrigues against the internal government of France 
being formed in London ; two hundred individuals who, 
by the terms of the treaty of Amiens, should be banished 
from British territory, living in Jersey. . . .” 

Neither Malta nor Egypt, however, had been evacuated 
by King George III. Napoleon passed from anxiety to 
indignation. At this moment a report, -written by a 
Colonel Sebastian!, on the state of Egypt came into his 
hands. Colonel Sebastiani had been sent to Egypt and 
to Turkey on various semi-private missions. He reported 
that the English were settled in Alexandria .and did not 
seem disposed to leave that city, that the Turks were 
fighting the Mamelukes for possession of the country, and 
that, in the present state of affairs, 6,000 French soldiers 
would be able to reconquer the country. 

Napoleon promptly published this report in his official 
newspaper the Moniteur, declaring that he did so in order 
to point out clearly to the whole world the conduct of 
England in respect to the treaty of Amiens. He knew 
well, as his letters to his agent in London show, that his 
bold action would upset the British Government, but his 
position was too dangerous for such considerations to 
weigh with him. It was necessary, without delay of any 
kind, to “ draw the badger.” 

" The badger,” in the shape of the British War Lords, 
declared that the report was an insult and showed what 
kind of a man Napoleon was, and it was in vain that Pox 
pointed out that, if Napoleon had ready meant to attack 
Egypt — as was said — ^lie would scarcely have begun by 
publishing his intention in the newspapers. 

Napoleon knew where he was. It might be true 
enough, as Lord Whitworth had told him, that orders to 
evacuate Egypt had been sent out. It was certain that 
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no such orders of evacuation had gone to Malta. The 
Man demanded an explanation. He was told, as he 
expected to be told, that the publication of Colonel 
Sebastiani’s report had so gravely annoyed the English 
public that Malta must be retained. 

In other words. King George III was snatching at the 
very excuse for his treaty-breaking with which Napoleon 
had deliberately supplied him. It was the middle of 
February 1803. The Russian Ambassador called on the 
Man and said that his master, the young Alexander, was 
distressed to see how badly things were going between 
France and England, both of whom were very dear to 
him, and would like to offer his help to smooth over the 
difTicultics. Napoleon, who had good reason to distrust 
Alexander in everything, declared formally that he was 
in favour of peace, and then sent for Lord Whitworth. 
His mind was made up to try whether or not open 
diplomacy would save the situation. 

He offered the British Ambassador a chair and sat 
down, on the far side of the table, opposite to him. He 
went over, point by point, all the circumstances and 
events which had raised his suspicious and liis anxieties 
about the good faith of King George III and liis friends. 

“ Every wind that blows from England,” Napoleon 
cried, ” brings me nothing but hatred and insult. Now we 
have come to a situation from which we must, absolutely, 
extricate ourselves. Will you, or will you not, fulfil the 
treaty of Amiens ? I have executed it on my part with 
scrupulous fidelity. That treaty obliged me to evacuate 
Naples, Tarento, and the Roman States within three 
months j in less than two months all the French troops 
were out of those countries. Ten months have elapsed 
since the exchange of the ratifications, and the English 
troops are still in Malta and at Alexandria. 

“ It is useless to try to deceive us on this point ; wiU 
you have peace, will you have war ? If you are for war, 
only say so ; we wiU wage it unrelentingly and tiU the 
ruin of one of the two nations. 

“ If you are for peace you must evacuate Alexandria 



300 


BLACK CREPE 


and Malta, for that rock of Malta, on which so many 
fortifications have been built, is no doubt of great import- 
ance from a maritime point of view ; but it has a much 
gi’eater importance in my estimation, inasmuch as it 
interests the highest point of honour of France. What 
would the world say if we were to allow a solemn treaty 
signed with us to be violated ? It would doubt our energy. 
For my part, my resolution is fixed ; I had rather see you 
in possession of the heights of Montmartre than of Malta.” 

Lord Whitworth in reply repeated the statement that 
the Press was free in England and could not be controlled, 
and said over again what had been said already, namely, 
that Malta would have been evacuated but for Colonel 
Sabastiani’s report on Egypt and for the changes which 
had taken place in Europe. 

“ To what changes are you alluding ? ” Napoleon 
demanded .sharply. “ Not the Presidency of the Italian 
Republic conferred on me before the signature of the 
treaty of Amiens ? ... Is it Piedmont ? Is it Switzer- 
land ? So little have those two circumstances added to 
the reality of things that, indeed, they are not worth 
mentioning. But, be that as it may, you have no right 
now to complain ; for, as for Piedmont, I told everybody, 
even before the treaty of Amiens, what I meant to do with 
it. I told Austria, Russia, and yourselves.” 

Napoleon then discussed Switzerland and the Rhine, 
and added : 

“ You well know, that, in all I have done, it has been 
my object to complete the execution of the treaties and to 
ensure the general peace. Now loolc, seek about ; is there 
anywhere a State tliat I am threatening or that I desire to 
invade ? None, as you well know — at least while the 
peace shall be maintained. 

“ What you say about the report of Colonel Sebastiairi 
is not worthy of the relations of two great nations. If 
you are jealous of my designs on Egypt, my lord, I wiU 
endeavour to satisfy you. Yes, I have thought a great 
deal about Egypt, and I shall think about it stiU more if 
you force me to renew the war. But I Avill not endanger 
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the peace, which wc have enjoyed so short a time, for the 
sake of reconquering that country. The Turkish Empire 
threatens to fall. For my part, I shall contribute to 
uphold it as long as possible ; but if it crumbles to pieces, 
I mean France to have her share. 

“ Nevertheless be assured that I shall not precipitate 
events. If I had pleased, out of the numerous divisions 
which I despatched to St. Domingo, I might have sent one 
to Alexandria. The 4,000 men you have there would 
not have been any obstacle to me. They would have been, 
on the coiitraiy, my excuse. I could have pounced, 
unawares, on Egypt, and this time you should not have 
wrested it from me. But I have no thoughts of the kind.” 

Napoleon paused a moment and then said : 

“ Do you suppose that I deceive myself about the power 
which I have at this moment over public opinion in France 
and in Europe ? That power is not great enough to allow 
me to venture with impunity on an aggression without 
adequate rea.son. The opmion of Eui-ope would instantly 
turn against me ; my political ascendancy would be lost. 
As for France, it is necessary for me to prove to her that 
war is made upon me, that I have not provoked it, in order 
to inspire her with that enthusiastic ardour which I mean 
to excite against you if you oblige me to fight. All the 
faults must be yours and not one of them mine. I contemplate, 
therefore, no aggression. All that I had to do in Germany 
and in Italy is done ; and I have done nothing bub what 
I had previously amiounced, avowed, or comprehended in 
a treaty.” 

This was a plain statement of the facts. But the 
frankness of the Man went further'. 

“ Now,” he declared, “ if you doubt my desire to pre- 
serve peace, listen and judge whether I am sincere. Though 
yet very y-oung [he was thirty-three] I have attained 
a power, a renown to which it would be difficult to add. 
Do you imagine that I want to risk this power and 
renown in a desperate struggle ? If I Iiave a war with 
Austria, I shall contrive to find the way to Vienna. If 
I have a war >vith you, I shall take from you every aUy 
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on the continent ; 1 will cut you off from all access to it, 
from the Baltic to the Gulf of Toronto. You will blockade 
us, but I will blockade you in my turn ; you will make the 
continent a prison for us, but I will make the extent of 
the seas a prison for you.” 

Napoleon drew himself up. 

“ And there must be more direct means. There must 
be an assembled 150,000 men and an immense flotilla; 
we must try to cross the Strait and perhaps bmy in the 
depth of the sea my fortune, my glory, and my life. It is 
an awful risk, my lord, an invasion of England ! ” 

Then, to the amazement of Lord Whitworth, the Man 
explained in detail how an invasion of England might be 
tried and why it was likely to fail. He added : 

“ Tins risk, my lord, awful as it is, I am determined to 
take if you force me to it. I will risk my army and myself. 
With me that great enterprise will have chances which it 
cannot have with any other. I have crossed the Alps in 
winter; I know how to render possible what appears 
impossible, to most men ; if I succeed your children’s 
children shall deplore with tears of blood the resolution 
that you shall have obliged me to take. 

“ Ask yourself, if, powerful, prosperous, and peaceable 
as I am at this moment, I am lilcely to want to risk power, 
prosperity, and peace in such an enterprise, and also 
whether, when I say that I desire peace, I am not sincere.” 

Napoleon’s voice lost its eoramanding ring. He spoke 
quietly ; 

“ It is better for you, for me, to keep within the limits 
of treaties. You must get out of Malta ; you must not 
shelter my assassins in England. Let me be abused, if 
you please, by the English Press, but not by those miserable 
emigrants, who dishonour the protection you grant them 
and whom yom Aliens Act permits you to expel from the 
country. Act cordially with me, and I promise you, on 
my paxt, an entire cordiality 1 I promise you continual 
efforts to reconcile our interests wherever they are 
TPpnncilable, 
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“ See -what power we should exercise over the world if 
we could bring our two nations together. You have a 
navy which, with the incessant efforts of ten years and the 
employment of all my resources, I should not be able to 
equal ; but I have half a million of men ready to march 
under my command whithersoever I choose to lead them. 
If you are masters of the sea, I am master of the land. 

“ Let us, then, think of uniting rather than of going to 
war, and we shall rule at pleasure the destinies of the world. 
Everything is possible, in the interest of humanity and of our 
double power, to France and England united.” 

The Man had spoken. Lord Whitworth remained 
silent. His silence could mean only that the War Makers 
in England felt sure of their ground. They meant to keep 
Malta — and, if possible, get France out of Holland at the 
same time — ^because they had substantial hope of being 
able to form a new Ring of the Kings if not at once, at 
least in the near future. 

Napoleon promised himself that either the proof or 
the disproof of this suspicion would be furnished very 
soon, and set about testing his distrustful neighbour. 
Three days after his interview with Lord Whitworth he 
thus addressed his Parliament ; 

“ The Government guarantees to the nation the peace 
of the continent and it has reason to hope for the con- 
tinuance of the maritime peace. That peace is needed 
and desired by all nations. To preserve it the Government 
will do all that is compatible with the national honour, 
essentially involved in the strict execution of treaties. 

“ But in England two parties are contending for power. 
One of them made the peace and seems decided to maintain 
it; the other has sworn implacable hatred to France. 
There is the reason of the fickleness of their votes and 
their plans and of their attitude that is, at once, peaceful 
and threatening. 

“ As long as this strife of parties lasts there are measures 
which prudence dictates to the Govermnent of the Republic. 
Five hundred thousand men must be in arms ready to 
defend their country and to avenge her. It is a strange 
necessity imposed by wretched passions on two nations, 
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who are both bound to peace alike by interest and by 
inclination, 

“ Be the success of the intrigue what it will in London 
it will not entice other nations to form new leagues, and the 
Government states with just pride that England to-day cannot 
strive alone against France. 

That last sentence was a challenge to the enemies of 
peace, for it told Europe that the Man realized that 
England had no intention, and no need, of “ striving alone'’' 
Some one, clearly, was with her. Let that unknown foe 
beware 1 Half a million of soldiers, led by the greatest 
Captain of the age, would know how “ to defend their 
country and avenge her.” 

The challenge had an instant effect in England. A 
fortnight later King George ITI told his Parliament that : 

“ His Majesty thinks it necessary to acquaint the House 
of Commons that as very considerable military preparations 
are being carried on in parts of France and Holland, he has 
judged it expedient to adopt additional measures of pre- 
caution for the security of his dominions ; though the 
preparations to which His Majesty refers are avowedly 
directed to colonial service, yet, as discussions of great 
moment are now pending between His Majesty and the 
French Government, the result of which must at present 
be uncertain, His Majesty is induced to make this com- 
munication to his faithful Commons, etc.” 

Every word of this statement was incorrect in point 
of fact — as must have been known. There was not a dis- 
posable ship in any French port. There were two sail 
of the line and two frigates in a Dutch port, having 800 
men on board bound for Louisiana. Was England going 
to be invaded with four ships — ^the England of Nelson ? 
Napoleon had got his answer. Malta would not be given 
up. The War Makers had triumphed over the Peace 
Makers. 

The Man, on hearing the news, lost his self-control 
completely, so upset was he. He was about to receive 
the Diplomatic Corps. He strode into the room, filled 
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with ambassadors and ministers, and walked straight up 
to Lord Whitworth. 

“ ‘ So you are determined to go to war ! ’ he cried. 

“ ‘ No, Premier Consul,’ Lord Whitworth replied, ‘ we 
are too sensible of the advantages of peace. We have 
already been at w'ar for the last fifteen years.’ 

" Naiioleon seemed to wait for an answer. Lord 
Whitworth added : 

“ ‘ War has already lasted longer than it should have 
done,’ 

“ ‘ But you w’ant to make war for fifteen years more and 
you are forcing me into it.’ 

“ * That,’ said Lord Whitworth, ‘ is very far from His 
Majesty’s intentions.’ 

“ Napoleon was violently agitated. He left Lord 
Wliitw’orth abruptly and strode up to the Russian 
Ambassador. 

“ ‘ The English,’ he declared, ‘ -want to make war ; 
but if they are the first to draw the sword, I shall be the 
last to replace it in its sheath. They refuse to respect 
treaties. In the future they will have to be covered with 
black crepe.’ ” 

That challenge to Alexander of Russia did not pass 
unnoticed, nor did the words which were spoken, a moment 
later, to the Swedish Minister, whose royal master was 
suspected of being in league with Russia. 

“ Your King forgets,” said Napoleon, “ that Sweden 
is not what it was in the time of Gustavus Adolphus, that 
it has sunk to a third-rate power.” 

There were tliree separate and violent outbursts, 
Napoleon was certainly not acting on this occasion. He 
was venting his measureless disappointment on tlxe repre- 
sentatives of the three countries whom he rightly believed 
to be secretly leagued against him. He should not have 
done this ; it was a very grave breach of good maimers. 
But there is the excuse for him that he had just heard the 
death-knell of all his hopes of being able to maintain the 
Revolution peaceably in Europe. He knew, now, that 
the Kings were implacable in their hate and that if the 
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Revolution would live, it must put forth the last tittle 
of its strength in endless warfare. 

Here is Lord Whitworth’.s own description of tJie 
conclusion of this painful scene : 

“ In a few minutes he came back to me, to my great 
annoyance, and resumed the conversation, if such it 
can be called, by something personally civil to me. He 
then resumed : 

“ ‘ What is the meaning of these armaments ? Against 
whom are you talking all those precautions ? I have not 
a single man-of-war in the French ports, but if you wish 
to arm I shall arm too ; if you wish to fight, I shall fight 
too. You may succeed in annihilating Prance, you shall 
never intimidate her.’ 

“ ‘ We wish to do neither,’ I said ; ‘ we should like to 
live on good terms with her. . . .’ 

“ ‘ You should tlien respect your treaties,’ said he. 
‘ May evil befall those who fail to respect their treaties I 
They are responsible to all Europe.’ 

“ He was too agitated to make it advisable to prolong 
the conversation; I therefore made no answer, and he 
retired to his apartments repeating the last phrase.” 

And, after that, the Peace of Amiens dropped to hope- 
less shipwreck, though several further attempts were 
made to save it, and though Napoleon’s friend in London, 
Count Aiidr4ossy, wrote to him that peace could yet be 
saved by making concessions — ^since the English Govern- 
ment wanted peace, and though Talleyrand, and even 
Joseph, tried to persuade Napoleon to give up Malta or 
at least to compromise on the matter. 

Napoleon would not listen to those worldly-wise 
counsels, for he knew that, translated into plain language, 
they meant “ give up the Revolution.” 

“ No,” he cried, “ Malta or nothing. Malta gives the 
domination of the Mediterranean. ... As we must fight, 
sooner or later, with a people to whom the greatness of 
France is intolerable, why, the sooner the better. The 
national energy is not blunted by a long peace.” He added : 
" Let them obtain a place in the Mediterranean to put into : 
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I have no objection. But I am determined that they shall 
not have two Gibraltars in that sea ; one at the entrance 
and another in the middle.” 

A few days later, however, the Man oflei’ed to com- 
promise to this extent that, if they chose, the English 
might put Malta into the hands of the Emperor of Russia, 
the young Alexander, who had said he was ready to help 
to smooth matters over. In those hands the island 
would be safe from Ereneh aggression. 

A very strange reply to this proposal came from 
England. King George III said Ac Avicoi /or certain that 
the Emperor of Russia would not accept ike task which 
France wished to impose on him. 

How did King George III kno^v this for certain ? 
For, in fact, Alexander did accept the task. Napoleon’s 
suspicions of Alexander increased a hundredfold. There, 
evidently, was a man whom nobody could trust. 

Nevertheless this Russian “ Mr. Pacing-both-Ways ” 
was now in an awkward position. He could scarcely give 
open support to England’s War Lords just after he had 
agreed to act as the world’s peacemaker and testified 
anew to the world how much he loved every little corner 
of it. The Man, if he had failed to save the peace, had at 
least put a spoke in the wheels of the Kings. A breathing 
space was secured to him to prepare for the fearful life- 
and-death struggle into which the Revolution was about to 
be plunged. 


END OF BOOK III 
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CHAPTER XLVIII 


CHECK TO THE KING 

Napoleon knew that King George III and Pitt, who had 
again become King George’s Prime Minister, were trying 
to form a new Ring of the Kings against him. He struck 
at England with all the force he could command to defeat 
that Ringmaking before it had time to develop. 

An immense army, perfectly equipped and diseiplined, 
appeared on the cliffs of Boulogne ; it was supplied with 
thousands of flat-bottomed boats for use on some calm, 
misty night when the British Navy should lack wind to 
its sails. There were more of these flat-bottomed boats 
too at Calais and Dunkirk and Ostend and in the Dutch 
harbours. 

This gesture of defiance put King George under the 
necessity of arming his people to repel the threatened 
invasion. It also made it necessary to recall the greater 
part of the British Fleet to home waters. Thus, the new 
war brought no benefit to England. Even the benefit 
which had been confidently expected, the seizing of 
Napoleon’s new American Colony, Louisiana, failed to 
materialize, for the Man had taken the precaution, on the 
eve of the outbreak of war, to sell Louisiana — ^for £3,000,000 
— ^to Mr. Munroe, that great citizen of tlie United States 
whose name is now immortalized in “ The Mumoe 
Doctrine ” that no Eiuropean country may acquire terri- 
tory on the American continent. There can be little 
doubt that the Munroe Doctrine, like so many of the 
pillars of the modem world, owed some part of its origin 
to the Man of the French Revolution. 

The loss of Louisiana was a blow to King George ; but 
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a far heavier blow soon fell on him, namely, the loss of 
Hanover, “ his father’s house,” which Napoleon seized 
as soon as war began. The sniall Hanoverian army was 
easily overpowered and was compelled to sign a treaty 
of sun’ender. This treaty was sent to London for King 
George’s approval and signature. When the poor old 
man saw it he was transported with passion. He snatched, 
or so it has been said, at the fatal doemnent and flung it 
in the face of the unfortunate minister who had dared to 
present it to him. 

Hanover served Napoleon -well, for not only did its 
loss oppress the mind of the King of England ; the hope 
of obtaining it as a gift from Napoleon whetted the appetite 
of Frederick William of Prussia and made that acquisitive 
monarch most reluctant to join the new Ring of the Kings. 
And Frederick William’s reluctance made Francis of 
Austria reluctant also, for he, too, had hojjcs of receiving 
further gifts among the Rhineland states. 

The Man realized that, for the moment, he had check- 
mated the icings. He turned to affairs at home, deter- 
mined to use the breathing space thus afforded him, to 
organize the French nation for defence. The Government 
was put on what was, virtually, a war footing ; power was 
concentrated in Napoleon’s own hands ; the army was 
strengthened. 

These measures were not popular among certain classes 
— ^notably the Royalists. Nor did Napoleon's own 
brothers and sisters welcome them with any enthusiasm. 
These brothers were frankly jealous. Joseph could not 
forget that he was the elder. Lucien, as stern a Republi- 
can as ever, was dissatisfied with the “ reward ” he had 
received for his great services in the orangery at St. 
Cloud. Louis, a gentler soul, and Jerome, the spoiled 
boy, chafed at the military and naval discipline to which, 
respectively, they were subject. Meanwhile Eliza, the. 
bluestocking of the family, was fishing for good jobs for 
her soldier husband, and Caroline, now the wife of the 
swashbuckling Murat, was dividing her time 'between 
demanding “ rights ” and detesting and abusing Josephine, 
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whom she hated with all the violence of hci* determined 
nature — ^the more so that her brother Louis had been more 
or less hurried, by Napoleon and Josephine, into a marriage 
Avith Hortensc Beauharnais, Josephine’s pretty daughter 
by her first husband. 

Only Pauline, that very lovely and very gay girl, 
really understood and really loved her great brother. 
Pauhne’s gaiety, though, Avas rather overpoAvering, and so 
Napoleon had ordered her to accompany her husband, a 
soldier, on the expedition Avhich he had despatched to 
St. Domingo in the West Indies. On that e.xpcdition 
Pauline became a AvidoAv. 

The good mother of this remarkable family held aloof 
from politics. But she seems to haA'c thought that 
Lueien had a genuine grievance against Napoleon, and, 
for a time, was more often in the company of her third 
than of her second son. Besides, she detested Josephine. 

As for that happy-natured, easy-going Avoman, she had 
begun to make a real friend of the man whom she had 
never been able to tolerate as a lover. 



CHAPTER XLIX 
IlED BLOOD AND BLUE 

On the morning of January 9, 1804, Napoleon awoke 
as usual at 2 a.m. and went into his study where one of 
his secretaries awaited him. He sat down on the taffeta- 
covered sofa and called for the various reports of his 
ministers. He became absorbed, instantly, in the reading 
of those reports while only the crackling of his fire dis- 
tiu’bed the silence of the great palace and the outer silence 
of Paris. 

“ What is this ? ” 

The Man raised his head sharply. He had a police 
report in his hand, a report on the examination of five 
persons airested on suspicion of being spies. Two of the 
five had been acquitted ; two had been condemned and 
shot ; one, named Querelle, had offered, on condition 
that his life was spared, to give information about a plot 
to assassinate Napoleon. 

The secretary did not know the exact nature of the 
revelations made by Querelle, but they were soon obtained. 
Querelle said that, six mouths before, within three weeks 
of the breaking of the peace between England and France, 
Georges Cadoudal, the organizer of the infernal machine, 
the pensioner of King George III, had landed in France, 
from England — 

“ On the cliff of Bivelle, which he had ascended like 
the smugglers by means of a rope secured to a projection 
in the cleft of the rocks, whence, from one hiding-place 
to another he had at last managed to get to Paris.” 

So Georges Cadoudal, the most desperate and deter- 
mined of assassins, was now in Paris. Napoleon began 
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pacing the room. Was this arrival connected in any way 
with the rumour which Drake, the English Minister in 
Bavaria, had been putting about, of the approaching 
death of the head of the French Government and 
the restoration to the throne of France of “King 
Louis XVIII ” ? 

Napoleon summoned his Chief of Police, K^al, and his 
ex-Chief of Police, Fouch6, and took counsel with Colonel 
Savary, of the gendarmes of his guard. Inquiries were 
set on foot, and within a few weeks discoveries were made 
which caused even the Man himself to take precautions. 
Segur relates that, being on duty at the palace of the 
Tuileries one night, he was awakened at one o’clock in 
the morning by bis General who said : 

“ Get up. The parole and the coimtersign must be 
changed immediately and the duties must be carried out 
as if in presence of the enemy. You understand me : 
there is not an instant to lose.” 

There was not an instant to lose. For another sus- 
pected person, who had just been arrested, had disclosed 
the fact that General Pichegru, Napoleon’s old master of 
mathematics at Brienne, who had sold himself to the 
Kings and fled to England, had also landed secretly in 
France, and tliat General Moreau, the victor of Hohen- 
linden, was in communication with Pichegru and Georges 
Cadoudal. 

Napoleon had just heard this news, 

“ Moreau ! ” he cried. “ What, Moreau, in such a 
plot 1 He thus to destroy himself, the only one who has 
any chance against me I I have indeed a lucky star 1 ” 

It was proposed that Moreau should be arrested at 
once. 

“ No,” said the Man. “ He is a person of too much 
importance, I have too great an interest in his culpability j 
pubUc opinion would fasten upon this ; I must have other 
proofs, above all that of Pichegru’s presence here.” 

That was a just estimate, for Moreau, who was popular, 
had opposed Napoleon at every turn and was suspected 
of being strongly in favour of the return of ‘‘ Kang 
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Louis XVIII.” Proof of Moreau’s connection with the 
plot was soon forthcoming. Moreau was arrested and 
taken to the Temple, that prison in which King Louis XVI 
and Marie Antoinette had passed their last days together. 
Napoleon at once sent a messenger to him proposing that 
he should make a statement to him, Napoleon, of a private 
character which would put an end to the whole matter. 
Moreau received this messenger haughtily, denied that 
he was connected with any plot, and refused to see 
Napoleon. 

The news of this refusal filled Napoleon with distress. 
Por he knew now that the plot was of a very serious 
character, and that the Kings, his mortal enemies, were 
certainly behind it. Both Georges Cadoudal and Pichegru 
had been brought over from England in a British ship 
of war under the command of Captain Wright, an officer 
of the British Navy. The Count of Artois, ” King 
Louis XVIII’s ” younger brother, had promised to come 
himself to Paris when the preparations were complete, and 
the Duke of Enghien, a prince of the blood-royal of Prance, 
now serving in the English Army, was already stationed 
on the French frontier, just beyond the Rhine, from 
which area, on the news of Napoleon’s murder, foreign 
troops were to march on Paris and give support to the 
Bourbons. 

The facts were made public and Napoleon ordered that 
Paris should be placed in a state of siege. Every gate of 
the city was guarded and a house-to-house search for 
Pichegru and Georges Cadoudal and their accomplices, 
Riviere and the brothers Polignac, was begun. On 
February 28, after a violent struggle, Pichegru was taken ; 
on March 9 Georges Cadoudal .shared the same fate, though 
he killed two men before he was finally overpowered. 

Both Picliegi'u and Georges Cadoudal were found to 
be provided with passports and to be lavishly supplied 
with English money. They stated that they were not 
assassins but that they “ had only been waiting for the 
presence of a prince of the Bourbon blood in Paris to put 
p. coimtftr-xevolnticm in force.” 
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These statements contained an element of truth. The 
plan had been to place a himdi’ed horsemen in ambush 
at night on the road to Paris fi*om St. Cloud along ^vhich, 
usually at night, Napoleon frequently drove with only a 
few guards clattering round liis carriage. The liorsemen 
were to kill the guards, drag the Man from his carriage 
and de.spatch him there and then. And, then, the Count 
of Artois was to .seize on the reins of Government and 
summon the foreign armies from the Rhine to establish 
his brother, “ Louis XVIII,” on the throne, 

WJien tlie plot became known to Napoleon the Count 
of Artois had already sent his son, the Duke of Berry, 
to France, But the Duke was warned in time and escaped 
back to England. A message was sent to the Duke of 
Enghien by his father, the Prince of Condd, advising him 
at once to flee away from the Rhine to a safer place. 
The Duke of Enghien, however, had the blood of great 
soldiers in Jus veins as well as the blood of the Bourbons. 
He wrote to his father in England refusing to move, and 
declaring ; 

“ There, where danger is, is the post of honour for a 
Bourbon. At this moment when the order of the Privy 
Council of His Britannic Majesty has summoned the 
kmigHs to the banks of the Rhine, I cannot, whatever 
may happen, abandon these w'orthy and loyal defenders 
of the French monarchy.” 

The Duke of Engliien therefore remained at the post 
from which, on a signal from England, in whose service 
he was, he had expected to march with the “ worthy and 
loyal defenders of the French monarchy ” to Paris. 
Napoleon heard of this ; 

“ What,” he cried to his Chief of Police, ” you did not 
tell me that the Duke of Enghien was only four leagues from 
my frontier I Am I a dog to be killed in the street ? Are 
my murderers sacred beings ? Why was I not warned 
that they are assemblmg at Ettenheim ? My very person 
is attacked. It is time that I should give back blow for 
blow. The head of the most guilty among them must 
atone for thif,” 
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Thunder gathered on Napoleon’s brow so that even his 
intimate friends grew fearful. For they knew that, in all 
that touehed the safety of the Revolution, he was as 
a man possessed, inexorable and without compunction. 
All his words betrayed the smouldering wrath which was 
consuming liim. 

“ These Bourbons,” he cried, “ fancy that they may 
shed my blood like that of some vile animal ; and yet 
my blood is quite as precious as theirs.” 

A few days later he declared to theRussian Ambassador, 
whose conduct had aroused his suspicions : 

“ I will suffer no affront from any prince on the face 
of this earth.” 

It was the red blood of humanity, perhaps, challenging 
the blue blood of Kings. 

Mark Napoleon at this crisis of his life ! He has 
recogni2ed himself now as the Revolution incarnate j the 
living symbol of its power and its majesty. He is aware 
that, for the moment, he, and he alone, upholds it in the 
only form in which it can achieve permanence. If the 
assassin’s dagger reaches his heart, the Revolution will 
fall with him, leaving only a confused memory of horrors 
and strife at home and of war on every stricken frontier, 
the memory of a tempest, of darkness stabbed with the 
red shafts of a hurricane sun. Napoleon set his terrible 
course. 

“ I will,” he declared in awful tones, “ pitilessly shoot 
the very first of these Bourbon princes who shall fall into 
my hands.” 

He was pacing his study with quick, nervous steps. 
He stood still and snatched up a map of the Rhine country 
about Strassbourg. It was not the map he wanted. He 
threw it down and snatched up another . . . 

“ Baden,” he muttered ...” The Duke of Enghien 
is living in Baden. ...” 

He made a pile of maps on the floor before he found 
what he was looking for — ^for his secretary, the faithful 
Meneval, was having a day off. Baden was a state of 
the Holy Roman Empire under the protection of Austria. 
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The Ruler of Iladen was a near relation of the Emperor 
of Russia. And the Duke of Englhcii was in the service 
of the King of England. If he did what he proposed to 
do, Austria, Russia, and England would all stand out- 
raged and aghast ! 

He hud sent for his Cabinet of Ministers. They 
entered the study and saw the piles of crumpled maps on 
the floor. They glanced at their Master. He was bend- 
ing over one of the map.s wliich was spread on the table. 

Napoleon raised his head and told them that he meant 
to have the Duke of Enghien seized in his residence on 
the other side of the French frontier. The ministers 
grew profoundly uneasy. The wise and wily Cambaceres 
ventm’ed to expostulate. Such an action, he said, would 
suggest to the world that Napoleon had gone back to the 
days of Danton and Robespierre. 

The Man’s eyes flashed. 

“ The Royalists,” he said grimly, “ stand in need of 
warning. It is better to make one stern and striking 
example than to punish ten minor tools. After that we 
can afford to be merciful again.” 

Cambac^r^s then pleaded that it would be most unwise 
to violate the land of a foreign prince by sending armed 
men into Baden to arrest the Duke. 

“ Those little German princes,” said Napoleon, “ also 
need a lesson.” 

When the meeting was over Napoleon spoke privately 
to Cambac^r^s : 

“ I know your motive for speaking,” he said ; “ it is 
devotion to me. I thank you for it ; but I will not allow 
myself to be put to death without defending myself. I 
will make these people tremble and teach them to keep 
quiet for the future.” 

And so the orders to seize the young Duke were given. 
On the night of March 15, 1804, this Prince of the Royal 
House of France, who believed himself safe in a foreign 
state, was told that armed men surrounded his dwelling. 
He thought of resisting, but realized that it would be 
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useless. He gave himself up. The horsemen of Napoleon 
carried him acx’oss the Rhine into France, The Duke’s 
papers were seized. Nothing was found in them to 
suggest that he knew about the plot of Georges Cadoudal. 
Nevertheless Napoleon ordered him to be brought to Paris 
and instantly tried by court-martial for the crime of 
having fought in a foreign army against the French 
Revolution, The penalty attached to that crime was 
death, 

Napoleon, after he had given this order, set out from 
Paris to Malmaison where Josephine was living. He 
said that his brothers and his ministers might come to 
see him, but no one else. He walked alone about the 
gardens, for hours together. 

Paris was still wildly excited about the great plot of 
Georges Cadoudal and Moreau and Pichegru and the 
Count of Artois. Messages, too, had begun to pour in from 
all parts of France demanding that Napoleon should be 
made King so that, if he were to be stricken down, one 
of his brothers might succeed him and the “ Glittering 
Beings ” be kept out of the country. Joseph and Louis 
were both tremendously interested in this proposal, for 
to be changed into Princes was exactly what they desired. 

Napoleon, pacing the garden walks of Malmaison, 
glared at their eagerness. These brothers of his, and his 
sisters too, scarcely troubled any longer to hide their 
contempt of the Revolution. Would they, he wondered, 
be so eager to snatch at Royalty xvhen they realized the 
nature of the Royalty he had decided to bestow on them 
— a Royalty of the common folk, baptized with the blue 
blood of the Duke of Enghien, tlie son of a hundred Kings ? 
Between that Royalty and the old Royalty there could, 
to the very end, be no accommodation and no compromise. 

The news that the young Duke was a prisoner behind 
the black walls and turrets of Vincennes was brought to 
Josephine. 

“You were once, yourself, numbered among the 
gayest of the beauties of Versailles,’* those who brought 
the news told her. “ You knew the Duke of Bnifhien’s 
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father and his grandfalhcr — ^the illustrious Condes, Oh, 
plead now with your husband for his life.” 

Josephine sought Napoleon in the spring-time garden 
and begged liim with tears not to spill the royal blood. 
She begged him, during the terrible day of March 20, 
again and again. 

“ You are a woman,"’ said the Man of the Revolution, 
“ and laiow nothing about polities. Your duty is silence.” 

Joseph came too, and then Napoleon’s mother. They 
both counselled mercy. Murat also, the swashbuclder, 
Caroline’s handsome and dashing husband, who saw 
himself already a Prince of the New France, entered the 
fatal garden. He pointed to the facings of his uniform. 
He cried to his brother-in-law : 

“ You are about to stain them with blood.” 

Then he said that, as Governor of Paris, he would be 
compelled to sign the orders for the Duke’s execution and 
that his soul revolted against signing them. 

“ Very well. I will sign them myself,” said Napoleon. 

The blinds were drawn at Malmaison, the candles lit. 
Josephine and Madame de Remusat sat discussing the 
terrible events even then going forward in Paris. The 
Man entered the room, absent, unsociable, yet affecting 
to be calm. He sat down at a small table and set chess- 
men on a hoard. Madame de Remusat played with him. 
She did not dare to lift her eyes from the board, but she 
has left it on record that she heard her opponent murmur- 
ing verses from the great French poets about mercy. 

Meanwhile, at that moment, the young Duke of 
Enghien was face to face -with the officers ordered to try 
him in the fortress of "Fincennes. He was calm, almost 
haughty, as became a Prince of the Blood Royal of France. 
He denied any connection with Georges Cadoudal. He 
declared that he had served against France in the past 
and that he w'as living near the Rhine for the purpose 
of serving against her in the futm’e. Then he demanded 
to be allowed to see Napoleon, 

It was midnight. The candles revealed the proud 
face of the aristocrat, the agitated countenances of the 
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group of officers who lisbcned to this avowal of implacable, 
yet noble, detestation of that Revolution for wliich, so 
often, they had risked their all. The president of the 
court martial, Savary, tried even to prevent the Prince 
from saying too much. The evidence was taken. The 
accused was conducted out of the room. The president 
asked for a verdict, and got the only verdict wliich could 
be given on the charge preferred. 

The Prince was sentenced to death. 

The order to the court-martial declared that if the 
verdict was “ guilty,” sentence must be executed with- 
out delay. A few minutes later, at 2.30 a.m., in the fosse 
of Vincennes, Louis Antoine Henri de Bourbon Conde, 
Duke of Enghien, then in his thirty-second year, faced a 
firing party. He died as men of royal blood have usually 
known how to die, without fear and without reproach. 

Savary brought the news to Malmaison. After hear- 
ing it the Man of the Revolution remained alone, shut up 
in his study, for many hours. That day he did not walk 
in the gardens. At dinner that night, to a silent and 
sorrowful company, he uttered the words : 

“ They wish to destroy the Revolution in attacking 
my person ; I will defend it, for I, I, I am the Revolution. 
They wiU be more cautious in future, for they will Icnow 
of what we are capable.” 

“ They ” were more cautious in future. The plots 
ceased ; but the Kings filled the world with their wrath. 
Joseph, too, was frankly horrified, while Napoleon’s mother 
told her son, sternly, to his face, that he had committed 
” the deed of a criminal,” the stain of which he would 
never be able to wipe out. The sneering Fouche, that 
wolf in sheep’s clothing, who, in the days of Robespierre, 
had conducted the slaughter of boys and girls at Lyons, 
declared of the execution of the Duke of Enghien ; “ It 
was worse than a crime ; it was a blunder.” And another 
man more closely connected Avith murder— in this case 
the murder of a father — ^than he cared to remember, 
young Alexander of Russia, thought fit to express his 
horror and repudiation. 
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Napoleon in rcjJly asked Alexander whether, had he 
known that the assassins of his late father were residing 
a mile or so aeross the Russian frontier, lie would not 
have had them seized and executed. The sting of this 
retort lay in the fact that not one of the assassins of Mad 
Paul had been punished in any way. 

Many people have tried to “ justify ” the Man by 
explaining away, or rather by attempting to explain 
away, his share in the trial and execution of the Duke of 
Enghien. This is merely fatuous. The truth is that an 
example was necessary to the safety of the Revolution, 
an example so terrible that would-be assassins would 
hesitate, for the future, to plot against the life of the one 
man who could save France from her enemies. Prance 
was at war with England, and Georges Cadoudal and 
Piehegru had been brought to France in an English ship 
commanded by an English oCScer ; the Duke of Enghien 
was in the service of the King of England and was, by his 
own confession, waiting near the French frontier for 
orders to help in the invasion of France. 

There, as I think, is the true significance of this episode. 
The last words which Napoleon himself ever committed 
to Avriting confirm this view. In a final codicil to his 
will, made at St. Helena a few days before his death, he 
declared : 

“ I caused the Due d’Enghien to be arrested and tried 
because that step was essential to the safety, interest, and 
honour of the ihrench people, when the Count of Artois 
was maintaining, by lus own confession, sixty assassins in 
Paris. In similar circumstances I would act in the same 
way.” 

Of the plotters who had been arrested Georges Cadoudal 
was executed; Piehegru committed suicide in prison; 
Moreau and the brothers de Polignac and de Rivi^e were 
freely pardoned. It had become possible now to show 
mercy. 
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The Parliament, on May 18, 1804, two months after 
the death of the Duke of Eiighicii, created Mhipoleoii 
“ Emperor of the Ereneh.” 

Carriages Avere AA^aiting at the door of the Senate 
House. They bore the worthy representatives of the 
French people to that Palace of St. Cloud in the orangery 
of Avhich the Man’s poAver had begun. Napoleon, in tlie 
uniform of a General, and accompanied by Josephine, 
received the senators. The Avdse Cambae^r^s, their 
President, approached and bent his knee. 

“ Sire ” he began. . . . 

A moment or tw'o later Prance heard, for the first time, 
that magic war-cry which Avas to resound from one end of 
Europe to the other : “ Vive VEnypereur ! ” 

Napoleon said, in the course of a short speech : 

“ I hope that France will never repent of the honours 
with which she shall invest my family. My spirit will 
no longer dwell with my posterity on that day Avhen it 
ceases to merit the love and confidence of the Great 
Nation.” 

On December 2 of the same year, 1804, Napoleon and 
Josephine were crowned in N6tre Dame by the Pope, who 
had come to Paris for that purpose — or rather they Avere 
anointed by the Pope, fox, in order that no one should 
think that he took his croAvn from the Church, as did the 
Holy Roman Empci’ors, Napoleon croAvned himself and 
then, aftei'Avards, croAvned Josephine. 

“ At that moment,” says an eye Avitness, “ he was 
really handsome and Iris countenance Avas lighted up 
vnth an expression of wluch no words can convey an 
idea.” 

He whispered to Joseph, during the ceremony : “ If 
our father could only see us now ! ” 

Poor Charles Avould have been far more delighted than 
was his son, who knew the exact value of such displays. 

In that vast audience, in the sweet and solemn old 
chinrch, was Camilla Ilari, the Man’s wet nurse, occup3dng 
a place of honour, and brought specially from Corsica to 
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be present. But Letitia was not in the Cathedral ; after 
she had ullci’ed her protest against the execution of the 
Duke of Engliien she left Paris and joined Lueicn in 
Rome. Yet this good motlicr was pleased, later on, 
when her son ordered that her portrait .should be included 
in the official picture of the ceremoiijr. 

And tliis is what The Times .said, in a leading article 
published on December 15, 1804, about the great event : 

“ To us, we confess, all that appears worthy of remark 
or memory in that opprobrious day is that, amongst all the 
Royali.sts and Republicans of IVance, it was able to produce 
neither a Brutus nor a Chaireas. . . . Upon the Place de la 
Concorde, still stained with the blood of the lawful sovereign 
of France, were erected saloons and pavilions for dancing 
waltzes. Medals w'ere given away to the populace ; 
illuminations, artificial fireworks, pantomimes and buffoons, 
musicians, temporary theatres, everything was represented 
and administered that could intoxicate and divert this 
vain and wicked people from contemplating the crime they 
were committing.” 

That “ crime ” consisted in choosing for themselves 
the man who was to reign over them. England had 
already committed it a century before w'hen she rejected 
the Old Pretender and chose as her King George I, Elector 
of Hanover. 

Possibly Napoleon may have remembered this fact. 
At any rate, very soon after hi.s coronation the new 
Emperor dared to write to King George III : 

“ Sire, my Brother, 

“ Called to the throne by Providence, the vote.? 
of the Senate, the people and the army, my first feeling 
was the desire for peace. France and England abuse their 
prosperity ; they may continue their strife for ages ; but 
will their Governments, in so doing, fulfil the most sacred 
of the duties which they owe to their people ? 

“ And how will they answer to their consciences for so 
much blood uselessly shed and without the prospect of any 
good whatever to their subjects ? 
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“ I am not ashamed to make the first advances. T 
have, I flatter m5’’sclf, .sufficiently proved to the world 
that I icar none of the chances of war. It presents 
nothing which I have occasion to fear. Peace is the 
wish of my heart, but war has never been adver.se to 
my glory. 

“ I conjure your Majesty, therefore, not to refuse your- 
self the satisfaction of giving peace to the world. Never 
was an occasion moi’e favourable for calming the passions 
and giving ear only to the sentiments of humanity and 
reason. If that opportunity be lost, what limit can be 
assigned to a war which all my efforts have been unable 
to terminate ? 

“ Your Majesty has gained more durmg these last ten 
years than the whole extent of Europe in riches and 
territory ; your subjects are in the vexy highest state of 
prosperity ; what can you expect from a war ? To form 
a Coalition of the Continental Powers ? Be assured the 
Coalition will remain at peace. A Coalition will only 
increase the streixgth and preponderance of the French 
Empire. To renew our intestine divisions ? The times 
are no longer the same. To destroy our finances ? 
Finances founded on a flourishing agriculture can never 
be destroyed. To wrest from France her colonies ? They 
are to her only a secondary consideration; and your 
Majesty has already enough and to spare of these 
possessions. 

“ Upon reflection you must, I am persuaded, yourself 
arrive at the conclusion that the war is maintained without 
an object ; and what a melancholy prospect for two great 
nations to contest merely for the sake of fighting I The 
world is surely large enough for both to live in; and 
reason has stUl sufficient power to find the means of 
reconciliation, if the inclination only is not wanting. 

“ I have now, at least, discharged a duty dear to my 
heart. May your Majesty trust to the sincerity of the 
sentiments which I have now expressed and the reality of 
my desire to give the most convincing proof of it. 

" Napouson.” 

A purely formal answer was sent by Lord Mulgrave, 
addressed to Talleyrand — ^in accordance with British 
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Cojistitiitional practice. King George conlfl say nothing 
1 ill I}e had Lime to 

“ communicate with the (.'ontineiital Powers to whom lie 
is united in the most confidential manner, and particularly 
the Emperor of Russia, who has given the strongest proofs 
of the wisdom and elevation of the sentiments by which he 
is animated and of the lively interest which he takes in the 
security and independence of Europe.” 

If only King George had known that Alexander of 
Russia had secretly offered his beloved Hanover to 
Frederick William of Prussia ! 
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The execution of the Duke of Enghien struck terror into 
the hearts of the Royalists; it taught all those whom 
Napoleon had summoned back to Prance that, while the 
Revolution was prepared to forgive its enemies, it was 
not prepared to succumb to them. The Coronation, on 
the other hand, taught the Men of the Terror that they 
need look for no return to the days of their power. 
Napoleon the Emperor was still the Man of the Revolution 
in its most liberal and enlightened form. As he said at 
St. Helena, “the Imperial Government was a kind of 
Republic.” 

He was still, too, the Man of France in the hour of 
France’s great need. Indeed, both the execution of the 
Duke of Enghieir and the Coronation in N6tre Dame were 
really war measures for the defence of France. They 
weakened her internal foes ; they added immensely to 
the .strength of her leader. For Napoleon had now pro- 
claimed to the world that blue blood was not different 
from red blood. He had not shrunk from spilling the 
blood of a King’s son who was fighting against the Revolu- 
tion ; and he had mounted the throne of France at the 
bidding of the French people and been anointed • by the 
Holy Father of Chi-istendom. His sovereignty had its 
strong roots in every labourer’s cottage in France. 

These lessons were not lost on the Kings and they 
postponed, once again, for several months, the formation 
of the new Ring at which King George III and Pitt were 
labouring so diligently. For now, it was seen, Napoleon 
was absolute master of all the strength and all the resources 
and all the fierce enthusiasm of the French people. He 

<»>>« 
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Iind trampled under liis feet the enemies and defeatists 
who, formerly, had I)ccn so great a source f)f weakness 
to the Ilcvolulion. 

Hut though the Kings licsitated, they watched 
Nupfdeon, nevertheless, with sleepless eyes, and they 
could scarcely eoirtain themselves when the Italian 
Eepublie, which he had created, changed itself into a 
monarchj’’ and offered him the Iron Crown of Savoy. 
When, in addition to becoming King of Italy, Napoleon 
took a' leaf out of King George Ill’s and Pitt’s plan and 
added Genoa to France (King George III and Pitt had 
recommended the King of Sardinia to add Genoa to his 
dominions) royal indignation overflowed. 

“ This man,” cried Alexander of Russia, “ is insatiable. 
His ambition knows no bounds. He is a scourge of the 
■world. He wants war. Well, he shall have it — and the 
sooner the better.” 

The truth is that, after many delays lasting over more 
than a year, the Kings 'were ready at last. As Dr. Holland 
Rose says in his Life of Napoleon : 

“ The high hopes nimsed by the Pitt Ministry are seen 
in the following estimate of the forces that ■^vould be 
launched against France : 


Austria , . . . . . . . . . 250,000 men 

Russia 180,000 „ 

Prussia . . 100,000 „ 

(Pitt then refused to subsidize more than 100,000) 

Sweden 10,000 „ 

Saxony . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 „ 

Hesse and Brunswick 16,000 „ 

Mecklenburg . . . . . . . . 3,000 „ 

Iving of Sardinia . . 25,000 „ 

Bavai'ia, Wiirtemburg, and Baden . . 25,000 „ 

Naples 20,000 „ 


Total 651,000 

“ In a PS, he [Pitt] adds that the support of the King 
of Sardinia would not be needed and that England had 
private arrangements ■with Naples as to subsidies.” 
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Thus, more than half a million men, the greatest foree 
the world had ever known, were — ^so Pitt tliought — ready 
to march against the Man of the Revolution. A large 
number of them were being paid for by English money. 
England, as Dr. Rose points out, “ as a set-off to her lack 
of troops, agreed to subsidize her allies to the extent of 
£1,250,000 a year for every 100,000 men actually employed 
in the war.” 

The British Navy in the Baltic and Mediterranean, 
using Malta as a base of operations in the last-mentioned 
sea, would, of course, co-operate with the land forces. 

Thus the Kings had men, money, and ships in abmid- 
ance. What had Napoleon got to oppose to this tremend- 
ous army ? He had, first and foremost, himself and his 
cause. Then he had his mts, and those wits of his and the 
fear and distrust which, very naturally, the Kings bore 
to one another, enabled him to keep greedy, timid Prussia 
out of the war and to bring Bavaria and other lesser states 
over to liis side. Finally he had about 150,000 troops who 
had endured nearly a year’s intensive training at the camp 
on the cliffs of Boulogne. Subtracting Prussia from 
Pitt’s list, and making the necessary adjustments, this 
man who, in Alexander’s words, “ wanted war,” possessed 
one soldier against every two soldiers possessed by the 
Kings. That is to say, his position was dangerous and 
desperate in the extreme. 

But, even so, the Kings were determined to take no 
risks. Advice reached the King of Naples to make peace 
with Napoleon in order to induce him to remove the troops 
he had sent to reoccupy Tarento, in that King’s dominions, 
at the time when England refused to give up Malta. It 
was liinted that, as soon as the French troops had gone 
from Naples, the new treaty of peace could be broken 
and a small army of English and Russian soldiers (now 
being gathered at Corfu and Malta) could be received 
into Naples. The united English, Russians, and Neapoli- 
tans would then maiclr together up the “ leg ” of Italy 
and strike the Man in the back. 

The King of Naples took this advice, and Napoleon, 
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who did not, on this occasion, suspect a trap, at once 
agi’eed to a treaty which might easily have brought about 
his ruin. Can we wonder that a few experiences of this 
kind convinced him finally and for ever that no King could 
be trusted ? 

The month was September 1805. Napoleon was in 
Paris sticking pins into maps. His army was on the cliffs 
of Boulogne. His navy, meant to help in the invasion 
of England — ^though personally I doubt if the Man would 
ever have embarked on that enterprise wliile the Kings 
remained active and powerful behind him — his navy, to 
his great wrath, had shirked an encounter with Nelson 
and, instead of sailing up-channel as he had ordered, had 
sailed dowii-chamicl. It lay in Cadiz — an immense fleet, 
half French and half Spanish, under that w'eak-kneed but 
personally brave man, Admiral Villcncuve. The Kings 
were on the march on those old, old lines of march by 
which the invaders of France have always come : the line 
tlirough the North of Italy, the line up the Danube and 
across the Rhine, the line down from the north, across 
the fiatlands. 

The Man of the Revolution thrust one of liis red pins 
into the town of Strassburg, near to which the Duke 
of Enghien had been taken, and another into the town 
of Him. The great city of Vienna, the sacred capital of 
Francis of Austria, received a glance of the grey eyes. 
Then an order to march towards the Rhine was sent to 
Boulogne. Napoleon had decided to strike through the 
wall of steel at one point and to leave the other points, 
for the moment, to take care of themselves. 

There followed such a spear-thrust as is nowhere else 
recorded in the story of mankind. The Man rushed to 
the East of France in that famous travelling-carriage of 
his with its team of six great Normandy horses. Before 
September had run its course his soldiers of Boulogne, 
now become “ The Grand Army ” and transported across 
France, beheld the “ little man on the white horse,” the 
little man with the great heart, clad in his grey riding-coat 
.'ind with the iTnmm^-“l copied hat on hi''. he°d. 
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There were night marches, swift as the swoop of the 
eagle, and small skirmishes and long day marches — ^thc 
while the Man in his midnight tent bent over his maps 
and plans and replaced his pins. And, suddenly, these 
soldici's of France and of the Revolution realized that they 
had marched right round one of the armies of the Kings 
and cut it off from all chance of ever returning home. On 
October 20, these astonished soldiers, who had scarcely 
begun to fight, beheld the strangest spectacle of their 
lives, an army of 30,000 picked troops in the white uniforms 
of Imperial Austria, \vith their General at their head, 
tiling before Napoleon outside the fortress of Ulm and 
laying down their unused aims. 

“ Our Emperor,” they cried in utter bewilderment, 

“ has found a new way of making war ; he no longer makes 
it with our arms, but with our legs.” 

Napoleon, standing in front of his Imperial Guard, 
that “ Old Guard,” which he loved with so deep a love, 
received the homage of the vanquished. The Austrian 
General, poor Mack, came the first, bowed down with 
grief, his sword in his hand. He held out his sword to 
Napoleon, saying : 

“ Here is the unfortunate Mack.” 

As he spoke, as if by some miracle of Providence, the 
sun burst forth from dark skies, lighting up the face of 
the Man. 

The Kings, when the news of Ulm reached them, 
were thrown into consternation. Wildly they implored 
Frederick William of Prussia to make haste and come 
to their rescue. But Frederick William did not stir. 
Alexander at once resolved to try his own hand at 
diplomacy and announced his intention of rushing to 
Berlin, en route for the front of battle, to make a personal 
appeal to Frederick William. 

Alexander duly arrived at Berlin and was duly welcomed 
with royal salutes. The Queen of Prussia expressed 
herself as being enchanted with the handsome visitor 
and hoped that the King, her husband, would lose not a 
moment in agreeing to everything that was required of 
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him. But Frederick William, that Royal Vicar of Bray, 
was overwhelmed with doubt. Napoleon was winning 
already. Suppose that Napoleon managed to win 
altogether ? 

Alexander kept urging that the Man on his way from 
Boulogne to Ulm had marched some of liis troops across 
the Prussian lands and that this, in itself, was really an 
act of war. 

“ Are you not going to avenge such an insult ? ” he 
asked Frederick William, haughtily. 

Frederick William did not know. Sometimes he 
thought he ought to ; but at other times his niind kept 
turning back to the Rhineland bishoprics with which 
Napoleon had fed him at the time of the “ secularizations.” 
The same liberal hand, he knew, now held Hanover in 
store. 

And so, even while he and his embarrassing guest 
stood together, in the vault in which lay the coffin of 
Frederick the Great, he could not make up liis mind. 
Alexander, carried away as usual on one of his uplifting 
waves of enthusiasm, clasped Frederick William in his 
arms and began to weep. 

“ Let us swear on the coffin of the great Frederick,” 
he cried, “ an oath of everlasting friendsliip.” 

The Royal Vicar of Bray had no option but to fall 
in with that suggestion. But as soon as Alexander had 
gone he sent off a messenger to Napoleon. This messenger 
carried merely a formal protest against the trespassing 
French troops. 

Meanwhile Alexander took occasion once more to 
tell the Prime Minister of Great Britain, Pitt, that if 
George III would only hand ovci’ Hanover to Frederick 
William of Prussia all would be well. Poor Pitt 1 He 
knew that he might as well ask King George for one of 
his hands. And yet, with Napoleon, marching swiftly 
to Vienna, it was, indeed, tremendously important to 
get Frederick William to come to the rescue. Pitt was 
at his wits’ end, when suddenly he had an idea. It was 
no use thinking about Hanover 5 hut there ixsas Holland — 
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that Holland wliich the “ greedy and unscrupulous ” 
Napoleon had actually refused, at England’s order, to 
restore to her fieedona and her independence. Holland 
might well be given to Frederick William. 

Even Holland, however-, proved less attractive in 
Frederick William’s eyes than Hanover. Frederick 
William might glance at Russia and at England, but 
ahvays his eyes came back, on the instant, to those 
moving columns of the French Army, marching, now, 
along the banks of the Danube towards Vienna. 

And well, , indeed, might he suffer himself to be 
mesmerized by that spectacle. For this army had travelled 
in twenty days from Boulogne to the Rhine, had captured 
an entire army in its stride, and was now, after another 
forty days, approaching the capital of Francis of 
Austria. 

The Man, however, did not enter Vienna ; he went 
at once to the Palace of Schoenbrun on the outskirts 
of the city. He had a second great army to face and he 
knew that, if he advanced to meet that army, he would 
be leaving Prussia behind him. Frederick William would 
thus be in a position to stab him in the back. Could he 
trust Fredericls William ? 

A hint arrived that Frederick William could not be 
trusted, that, in fact, he was betraying every one in turn, 
Napoleon liimself, Alexander, and even good King George. 
And then came dependable news that Frederick William 
had actually signed a treaty with Russia and Austria by 
which he promised to act as an “ armed peacemaker ” 
between these two allies and Napoleon. “ If the Man 
refuses to permit my peacemaking,” said Frederick 
William, “ I will attack him.” 

But — ^there was always a “ but ” where the Royal 
Vicar of Bray was concerned — a month was to be allowed 
before any definite warlike action should be taken by 
Prussia. A month 1 It was enough. The Man resolved 
to give instant battle to the great army in front of him, 
which comprised the united forces of Russia and Austria 
under the personal command of Alexander and of Francis. 
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On December 1, 1805, the anniversary of the eve of his 
coronation, Napoleon drew up his soldiers on the field of 
Austerlitz. 

He was calm with the confidence of genius. But ho 
did not hide from himself the fact that a terrible task 
awaited him on the morrow. He had 70,000 men against 
90,000, and, if he was defeated, it was probable that 
Fredei’ick William of Prussia would instantly fall upon 
him. For that, as he was learning, was the way of Kings. 
Had not the King — and Queen — of Naples aheady broken 
their treaty with him, before the ink was dry on it, and 
admitted to their kingdom English soldiers from Malta 
and Russian soldiers from Corfu ? The Man’s eyes 
flashed as he thought of tliis treachery ; and then they 
grew dark with regret. In these days between the Battle 
of Ulm and of Austerlitz, Napoleon had heai'd the news 
of the mighty sea battle of Trafalgar. In one awful 
swoop the Sea-Hawk of England had destroyed both the 
French and the Spanish fleets. The figure of great-hearted 
Nelson dying on the Victory in the moment of his supreme 
triumph was certainly before the eyes of Napoleon on 
that eve of Austerlitz. 

The Man made his dispositions and then went forth, 
at dead of night, to visit the outposts. There was mist 
on the winter ground, but tlmough the mist shone the 
camp-fires of the enemy. Soldiers were lying on the 
frozen earth, under the rvtde straw shelters which they 
had made for themselves — ^these incompai’ablc soldiers 
of France, the heroes already of immortal victories. The 
slim figure in the grey riding-coat moved silently through 
the silent ranks. 

Suddenly a soldier sprang up, rousing his neighbour 
as he did so. He snatched a handful of straw and wound 
it about a pole. He lit the straw in the embers of one 
of the fires and held it aloft. Another of tlte same weird 
torches was lighted and held aloft, another, and another 
and another, until the red glare found the figure of the 
Man, and held it for every eye to see. Some one glanced 
at a watch. 

z 
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“ It is after midnight. It is December 2, the 
anniversary of the coronation.” 

And then, from thousands of lips burst forth that 
immortal war-cry of the French : “ Vive I'Empereur ! ” 

The cry mingled with the red glare and was hurled 
across the night to the bivouacs of the enemy. Its magic 
woke, in the rough, crowding faces of the soldiers, a strange 
tenderness of love and devotion. Men stretched out 
their hands to touch the coat of the “ Little Corporal ” 
who, while they slept, waited and watched over the 
happiness and the glory of lYance. 

And then the torches went out and the silence, once 
more, gathered those Crusaders of a new world and a new 
hope. The Man resumed his way to his quarters ; the 
winter mists grew denser on the fatal Lake of Tellnitz. 

Fourteen hom's later the “ Sun of Austcrlitz ” shone 
down on that frozen Lake of Tellnitz, crowded with 
fugitives from the thunderbolts of Napoleon. The armies 
of Russia and of Austria were broken as a strong man 
snaps a twig in his hands. The Emperor Alexander and 
the Holy Emperor Francis were already being swept away 
from the field in the tide of terror and defeat. 

They rode wildly into the shadows of the night. 
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A RING OF FRIENDSHIP 

Austeklitz was a second and a greater Marengo. From 
immense danger France and her new Emperor passed to 
overwhelming triumph. 

Yet Napoleon, on the night after his victory, was not 
triumphant. Rather, according to eye-witnesses, he was 
anxious and nervous. The victory might not be so great 
as it seemed, and there was Fi'ederick William of Prussia, 
with his huge army, still in a position to strike from behind. 
But the thought that he might now be able to achieve 
peace buoyed him up. On the night before the battle 
he had proclaimed to his .soldiers : 

“ Let every one be thoroughly impressed with this 
thought, that it behoves us to conquer these hirelings of 
England who are animated with such bitter hatred against 
our nation. This victory will put an end to the campaign 
. . . and then the peace which I shall make will be worthy 
of my people, of you, and of myself.” 

On the night after the battle he wrote : 

“ Soldiers, 

“ I am satisfied with you ; in the Battle of Auster- 
litz you have justified all that I expected from your 
intrepidity. You have decorated your eagles with 
immortal glory. An army of 100,000 men, commanded 
by the Emperors of Russia and Austria, has been, in less 
than four hours, either cut in pieces or dispersed. Those 
who escaped your weapons are drowned in the lakes. 

“ . . . Thus in two months, this third Coalition has 
been vanquished and dissolved. Peace cannot now be 

ssr 
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far distant ; but, as I promised my people before I passed 
the Rhine, I will make only such a peace as gives us 
guarantees and ensures rewards to our allies. . • 

Next day, December 3, he Avrote : 

“ Soldiers, you have Avon peace ; you will once more 
see France. Give my name to your children ; you have 
my permission to do so, and if, among them, there should 
be one worthy of us, I will leave him all my worldly goods 
and declare him my successor.” 

Josephine had come with her husband as far as the 
Rhine. He sent her a brief note on the day after the 
battle : 

“ I have beaten the Russian and Austrian Army 
commanded by the two Emperors. I am rather fagged. 
I have bivouacked eight days in the open air through 
nights sufficiently keen.” 

Two days later he wrote to her again : 

“ At last, behold peace restored again to the Continent ; 
it is to be hoped that it is going to be to the world. The 
English will not know how to face us.” 

Josepliine did not answer these letters. Napoleon 
Avrote : 

“ It is a long time since I had news of you. Have the 
grand f€tes . . . made you forget the poor soldiers, who 
live covered with mud, rain, and blood ? ” 

And then : 

“ Deign from the heights of your grandeur to concern 
yourself a little with your .slaves.” 

Napoleon’s confidence that peace was in sight arose 
from the meeting he had just had Avith Francis of Austria, 
at a spot between the two armies. Francis and Alexander 
had found shelter, after the battle, in a country house ; 
but they were now anything but friendly to one another, 
for Alexander, so generous in word, so ungenerous in deed, 
declared that he and his army had been badly treated by 
the Austrians. Wherefore Francis came alone, in a big 
lumbering carriage, to meet the Man. 

Napoleon was waiting for him, warming his hands in 



“VERV; GREAT” 


339 


front of a fire which the soldiers had lighted. The big 
carriage rolled up to the fire and the Man in the grey 
riding-coat turned to receive his visitoi’ — ^this Holy 
Roman Emperor against whom he had been fighting almost 
from his boyhood. 

The door of the carriage was opened. Francis 
descended., Napoleon made a slight movement as if to 
offer the embrace usual between Kings, but instantly 
checked himself. Francis had apparently not noticed 
that movement. Francis walked to the fire. 

“ Such,” said Napoleon apologetically, indicating the 
bivouac, “ arc the palaces which your Majesty has obliged 
me to inhabit for these tlnce months.” 

Francis’s dull, weary eyes showed not a flicker of 
interest. Without looking at his companion, he replied : 

“ The abode in them makes you so thriving that you 
have no right to be angry %vith me for it.” 

After that one of the French officers, who were kept at 
a respectful distance, heard I'rancis say : 

“ The English are merchants of human flesh.” 

Napoleon afterwards told how i'rancis had washed to 
include Alexander of Russia in the peacemaking and how 
he had refused to listen to tliat idea. 

“ Take my advice,” declared the Man, “ do not mix 
your cause with that of th,e Emperor Alexander.” 

Francis prepared to go. He looked happier than 
when he arrived. He actually embraced the pale young 
man who had defeated him. The young man handed 
him into his old carriage, which then lurched away. 
Napoleon mounted his grey horse and rode back to the 
village of Austcrlitz. An ojBficer, who had been sent to see 
Alexander of Russia, reported that that Emperor liad 
said to him : 

“ Your master [Napoleon] has sho-wn himself very 
great. I acknowledge all the power of his genius, and as 
for myself, I shall retire since my ally is satisfied.” 

Was Alexander beginning to love Napoleon also ? 
The Man would dearly have lilced an answer to that question, 
because, if he could open the way to peace with Russia 
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as he had opened the way to peace with Austria, the real 
fruits of his victory would be in his hands. Alexander’s 
hurried departure made Kim a little uneasy. There was 
still the army of Frederick William of Prussia to be 
guarded against. 

Napoleon had a new plan of peacemaking in his mind — 
namely, to draw closer to Fi'ance that ring of small 
countries which King George 111 and Pitt had hoped to 
use as “ stepping-stones ” against her. He did iioi wish 
these countries to be Freirch; but he wished them to be 
the close friends of France so that he might act as their 
protector, and prevent the Kings from trying to tamper 
with them in any way. He thought, and believed, that 
this would be better than trying to keep his soldiers in 
foreign lands. If he left the Kings alone perhaps they 
would leave him alone also. 

Three of the Rulers of the Rhine had helped him — 
rather grudgingly it is true — during the war which was 
just over : the Elector of Bavaria, the Elector of Wiirtem- 
burg, and the Elector of Baden. He resolved to invite 
all three to join his “ Ring of Friendship.” 

All three, as he knew, were waiting impatiently for 
such an invitation, especially the enormously fat, very 
bad-tempered Elector of Bavaria, who, before the Battle 
of Austerlitz, had actually cursed the French for marching 
across his lands, shouting at one of the oflicers sent to 
apologize to him : 

“ What business has your Bonaparte here ? Shall a 
prince of yesterday, a parvenu sovereign, offer violence 
to me ? To me, a prince of old time, of the race of 
princes 1 ” 

Yet His Serene Highness, even in his -anger, had 
“ winked the other eye ” : he might not object so much, 
so he had hinted, if a crown were, by any chance, to descend 
on his OAVn head and he were to be changed from a mei’e 
Elector of the Holy Roman Emperor to a King. Wheir 
Napoleon heard that story he burst out laughing : 

“ Let him be a King,” he exclaimed, “ if that is all he 
W^nt*'.” 
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The fat Elector would snatch at his crown now, after 
the Battle of Austerlitz, when liis “ rich relation,” Francis 
of Austria, could threaten liim no longer. Napoleon 
decided that, in offering him the crown, he would ask him 
for the hand of his daughter, Augusta, for Eugene 
Beauharnais, Josephine’s son. That marriage perhaps 
would set an endm-ing seal on friendship. 

He meant also to ask for the daughter of the Elector 
of Wtirtemburg — ^Princess Catherine — ^for his brother 
Jerome — a more delicate request seeing that the girl’s 
mother was a daughter of King George of England, and 
that the girl herself had already been publicly betrothed 
to the sou of the Elector of Baden and that Jerome had 
contracted, in America, a marriage with a Miss Paterson 
— ^to which, however, his mother had refused her necessary 
consent. Napoleon proposed that, if all these difficulties 
could be overcome, the son of the Elector of Baden should 
marry, instead of the Princess Catherine of Wtirtemburg, 
Josephine’s second cousin, the pretty Stephanie dc 
Beauharnais. 

So much for the Kings ; the common people, in these 
new friendly states, should not be neglected. Napoleon 
insisted that the principles of the French Revolution should 
be set up in the Rhineland and in the other countries 
around France — ^the principles of equal rights and equal 
laws and equal taxes for all men. As Dr. Holland Rose 
says : 

“ The crops of the Swabian peasant were now compara- 
tively safe from the deer of his Ti'anslucency of the castle 
hard by ; for the spirit of the French Revolution breathed 
upon the old game laws and robbed them of their teiTors. 
Amd the German patriot of to-day must still confess that 
the first impulse of reform, however questionable its 
motive.s and brutal its application, came from the new 
Charlemagne.” 

“ The new Charlemagne 1 ” Did Napoleon in building 
his Ring of Friendship which included a Grand Duchy 
for hi''. C"roHnp "ud hw hii'sh^nd Mnr.'t — -did he 
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deserve to be likened to that gi’cat Emperor of the year 
800, the founder of the Holy Roman Empire, who, in 
Rome, on a fateful Christmas Day, received from the Pope 
his Imperial crown, thus uniting the earthly with the 
heavenly power ? I think myself that he did, and that, 
not because the Holy Roman Empire, after existing for 
1006 years was about to come to an end under his 
sovereignty, but because the Man of the Revolution was 
the symbol to his fellows of the new “ power from Heaven ” 
— freedom from the hands which oppressed. The throne 
of Napoleon was built — ^let this never be forgotten — ^by 
the work-worn hands of peasants and poor foUc turned 
soldiers in defence of what they esteemed to be a most 
holy cause, the sovereignty of the common people, 
Democracy. 
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THE MATCHMAKER 01<’ THE IHIINE 

From Austcrlitz, Napoleon rode to Vienna, to the palace 
of Francis of Austria whom he had so lately met. There 
was awaiting him thei’e the messenger of Frederick WilUani 
of Prussia — ^tlie King who had offended all the other Kings 
by hunting with the hounds and running with the hare. 

Napoleon was anxious to malce a permanent peace 
with Frederick William; but he wanted real peace, and 
not merely a breathing-space between wars. When the 
messenger of Frederick William was shown into the room 
in which he was working, he received him sternly. 

The messenger Haugwitz, who had, tactfully, put on 
for the occasion the Cordon of the Legion of Honour, 
Napoleoir’s new ribbon of merit, bowed low and offered 
his own and Iris royal master’s congratulations on the 
victory of Austerlitz. He unbent himself. The grey 
eyes were fixed on his face : 

“ Thanlc you,” said the Man. “ But will you tell me 
whether, had I lost tliat battle, you would, to-day, have 
mentioned the friendship which you say your master 
bears me ? ” 

Haugwitz stammered. He kuew that Napoleon was 
thinking of the scene in the vault of Frederick the Great, 
when Frederick William allowed himself to be embraced 
by Alexander of Russia and swore to fight with Alexander 
against the French. 

“ Your Majesty 1 ” he deprecated. 

Napoleon jumped up. The blood mounted to his pale 
cheeks. 

“ So,” he cried, “ your master was ready to attack 

8^1 
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me, was he ? He was 25l‘'’ying double game, pretending 
to be my friend and yet signing treaties against me. 
Your master has no mind of his own ; he is ruled by the 
Queen, by women, by the Court ladies.” 

The storm blew itself out. Finally Napoleon said ; 

“ I am still ready to make peace.” 

He then proposed that Frederick William should become 
the open fi’iend of France, I’eady to defend her against 
her enemies if need be and having the right to be defended 
by her, in his turn, against lus enemies. If Prussia accepted 
this offer, she should have Hanover for her own, in exchange 
for a few small pieces of land which the fat King of Bavaria 
— among others — ^needed to round off his new Idngdom. 

Haugwitz was dazzled, amazed. For he knew that his 
master, Frederick William, desired, more than anything 
else on earth, to possess Hanover. There and then he 
accepted Napoleon’s offer. 

Napoleon, as soon as he was left alone, sent an announce- 
ment of this good newvS to Talleyrand who was busy, at 
the moment, settling the details of peace with Francis 
of Austria. Francis had been inclined to hold back his 
signature because he had a vague hope that Frederick 
William might, afta.’ all, play the man and come to the 
rescue of the beaten Kings whom he had sworn to help. 
In that case a new Ring of the Kings could, perhaps, have 
been formed and the tables turned on Napoleon. The 
news that Frederick William’s messenger had made peace 
snuffed out poor Francis’s last hope. 

And so final peace was made with Austi'ia. Instantly 
the Man turned to deal with that other King who had 
betrayed Ms trust — ^the King of Naples. In Naples, as 
in Prussia, a weak King was under the control of a 
determined Queen. 

“ Queen Caroline,” declared Napoleon, “ shall cea.se to 
reign in Naples. . . . You laiow with what generosity 
I have treated Naples. But that is over now.” 

And so a French army was sent to occupy Naples and 
to put Joseph on its throne in .order that the most abused 
and oppressed country in Europe — and the most bitter 
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of all the foes of the Revolution — ^might be turned, into 
a friendly state. I often wonder how anybody can suggest 
that Napoleon was acting wrongly, or like a tyrant, in 
taking this step, for as Mr. Richardson says in his admirable 
Dictionary of Napoleon : 

“ The rule of Queen Caroline and her husband was 
nothing short of a scandal. The taxes were inordinately 
heavy ; a feudal system of a peculiarly oppressive nature 
obtained ; the law, too, was in a curious tangle and so 
frequently overruled by royal prerogative that it was 
practically a dead letter ; while the coirrts of justice were 
corrupt in the extreme. In such an atmosphere trade 
languished, and by reason of the feudal dues and the 
privileges of the aristocratic class agriculture was no 
longer pursued. Brigandage, however, flourished in a 
congenial soil, and in the towns the lazzaroni formed a 
serious menace to life and property. Another class which 
benefited at the expense of the helpless poor was the clergy, 
who formed a large proportion of the population.” 

Joseph, as King of Naples, changed all that, and, by 
common consent, gave to the Neapolitans the blessings of 
good and just laivs and an honest Government. 

The foundations of the Ring of Friendship were now 
laid with one exception, that of Holland. Tliis country 
remained independent of France though there were French 
troops in it to prevent English troops from landing on its 
shores. Napoleon decided not to interfere with that 
freedom but to offer Holland, as its King, his own brother 
Louis, the boy for whom, in the old days of Auxonne and 
Valence, he had cooked the “ nourishing broth ” and acted 
the part of valet and schoolmaster. The Dutch wex*e 
invited to comider this offer. Meanwhile a porcelain cup 
on which was painted a portrait of the Princess Augusta 
of Bavaria had been sent to Eugtoe Beanharnais, who 
was acting at the time as Viceroy of Italy. With the cup 
went a letter from Napoleon ; 

“ I have arrived in Munich. 1 have arranged your 
marriage with the Princess Augusta. It has been 
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announced. This morning the Prijrccss visited me and I 
spoke with her lor a long time. She is very jn’ctty. You 
will find herewith her portrait on a cup ; but she is much 
better looking.” 

The faithful Eugene at once crossed the Alps and came 
to Munich where, on January 18, 1806, in the presence of 
his mother and stepfather, he was married to the daughter 
of Napoleon’s new Kiiig, his fat Majesty of Bavaria. 

Napoleon deserves ci’edit as a matchmaker, for this 
union proved to be one of the happiest in the woi'ld. 
Eight years later Eugene wrote to his wife on their wedding 
day : 

“ I need only think of to-day, my dear Augusta, to feel 
sure that lYovidence watches over me. What happiness 
and what charms do I owe this January 14, which united 
my destiny to that of the loveliest, the best, and most 
virtuous of women.” 

Augusta was not less happy, for about this time, when 
her husband’s mothei’ was divorced from Napoleon, she 
wrote to him : 

“ Blotted out from the list of the great, we shall be 
inscribed upon that of the happy. Is not that better ? ” 

Not less successful was the miion between Jerome and 
Catherine of Wiirtemburg, for, when the star of Napoleon 
sank for ever, this gentle lady utterly refused to obey her 
father and leave her husband. She endured endless 
troubles and misfortunes in order to be beside him, and 
actually had to escape from her father’s “ jailers.” On her 
way to Switzerland, where Jerome was living, she met 
Napoleon going to exile in Elba. Napoleon embraced her. 
Of this incident she afterwards wrote ; 

“ That mute embrace was eloquent and revealed the 
feelings of a hero who had been betrayed.” 

In 1818 both husband and wife asked the British 
Government for permission to go to St. Helena ; but this 
permission was curtly refused. 

Nor was the third match of these days, that of Stephanie 
de Beauliarnais and the Prince of Baden, less happy. At 
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first, it is true, the gay French girl was rather coldly dis- 
posed to her German spouse. But later, when the days of 
adversity for Napoleon came, and all his friends begged 
her husband to be rid of her, the good Prince showed her 
his affection. He was taken ill soon afterwards and she 
nm’sed him with extreme devotion till his death. One 
of her daughters became the Duchess of Hamilton. 



CHAPTER LIII 


THE HISTORY OF A HINT 

Napoleon came back to Paris on January 20, 1800, at 
midnight — just as he had done after the Battle of Marengo, 
and for the same reason. He wanted no fuss, no triumphal 
arches. Early next morning he was at work on the 
taffeta-covered sofa rescuing France from a terrible money 
crisis which had threatened to make her bankrupt. Within 
a week or two he was plamiing the Bank of France, the 
new University of Paris, canals, new bridges over the 
Seine, a better water-supply, wider streets, handsomer 
buildings, nobler works of art. His Parliament voted 
him a statue, and it stands to-day, in the Place Vendome, 
that tall pillar forged out of the cannon taken at the Battle 
of Austerlitz. He, himself, began to build the Arc de 
Triomphe and the “ Pebit Tnomphe ” as tributes to his 
incomparable soldiers. 

And meanwhile a slap in the face came from Frederick 
William, who sent Haugwitz to Paris to say that, while he 
had accepted Hanover, he could not accept a full alliance 
with France. 

“Let our friendsliip be a friendship — ^not a binding 
engagement to fight for one another.” 

Napoleon guessed instantly what this meant. 
Frederick William, he perceived, was already getting into 
touch with .the other Kings. Probably a new Ring of the 
Kings was being formed. 

“If,” he said to Haugwitz, “Prussia is frankly, 
publicly, on my side I have no more European Coalitions 
to fear, and without a European Coalition on my hsinds 
I will soon settle matters with England. But I want 
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nothing short of this certainty to induce me to make you 
a present of Hanover and to feel convinced that I act 
wisely in giving it to you.” 

And so Frederick William signed, and received his 
payment — fifing George’s “father’s house.” Meanwhile, 
in Russia, Alexander was moping over the poor figure he 
had cut at the Rattle of Austerlitz. It took his clever 
young friend, the Pole Czartoryski, all his time to restore 
the sulky Emperor to chedrfulness : 

“ Austria,” said Czartoryski, “ is abased ; but she 
detests her conqueror ; Prussia is divided between two 
parties, but she will finally 3deld herself up to the German 
sentiment which predominates in her. In managing these 
powers, wait till the moment arrives when one or the other 
shall be ready to act. Till then you are out of reach ; you 
can remain some time without making either peace or 
war. . . . Cease not to be allied with England, and you 
will oblige Napoleon to give you your dye.” 

Alexander shrugged his shoulders. 

“ Napoleon I ” he cried. “ When we pretend to attack 
this man we are children presuming to tackle a giant. 
Without Prussia we cannot renew the war.” 

Alexander sent off kind and consoling messages to 
Francis of Austria and went out of his way to be charming 
to a messenger, the Duke of Brunswick, whom Frederick 
William had sent to him to explain why he, Frederick 
William, had taken Hanover from Napoleon. 

“ Prussia,” said the young Emperor of Russia to the 
Duke of Brunswick, “wiU be forced' sooner or later to 
fight Napoleon. When that happens I will serve under 
yom.' command and take pride in learning the art of war 
in your school.” 

Napoleon heard of these meetings, of Alexander with 
Frederick William’s messenger and began, once more, to 
feel uneasy. Was Frederick William going to betray 
him as the King and Queen of Naples had betrayed him ? 
Happily, in this anxiety, there was one thing upon which 
he could absolutely count : King George III would never 
forgive Frederick William, or make friends with him, so 
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long as Frederick William kept Hanover. And Frederick 
William would never, if lie could help it, give Hanover up. 
Napoleon built all his hopes of preventing the forraatioii 
of a ncAV Ring of the Kings on this fact of Hanover. His 
letter to King George proposing peace had not been 
answered and so he went on making new preparations 
for attacking England. 

But, at this moment, came the news of the death of 
William Pitt, the English Minister who had been the chief 
enemy of Revolutionary France. Austerlitz and the 
eating-up of Hanover by Frederick William had killed 
Pitt. His place was taken by a Coalition — a mixture of 
the War Makers of England and of her peacemakers. 
Lord Grenville, Napoleon’s old enemy, became Prime 
Minister ; Fox, Napoleon’s old friend, became Foreign 
Secretary. 

The chance, that a ruffian came to see Pox and offered, 
for a sum of money, to kiU Napoleon, allowed this great 
Englishman to write to Paris warning the Man of his danger 
and expressing his horror at the proposal. Napoleon at 
once sent a message of thanks to Pox, and, soon after- 
wards, peace meetings between England and Prance began 
in Paris. 

But no sooner was a beginning made than a hitch 
occurred : England demanded that Russia must be 
associated with her in the meetings seeing that they were 
allies. Napoleon, who knew how hard Alexander of 
Russia was trying to make Frederick William turn traitor 
to France, refused this demand. Fox might be well- 
disposed ; Alexander was certainly an enemy. The peace 
meetings were broken off and would not have been resumed 
but for the fact that Alexander, suddenly, oh!ered to send 
a peacemaker of his own to Paris. England had, now, no 
reason to refuse to discuss peace singly and by herself, and 
so a three-cornered discussion began. 

Alexander’s peacemaker, Oubril, seemed to be the most 
accommodating creature on earth. He agi’ced to all 
Napoleon’s terms and quickly signed a treaty embodying 
them. Napoleon’s grey eyes narrowed. How came it 
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that Alexander, who, a few months before, had been moving 
heaven and earth to get Frederick Wilham to fight 
France, was now, himself, so anxious to fall in with 
France’s desires ? Was it possible that this peacemaking 
of Alexander was merely a “ flirtation ” opened in order 
to make Frederick William uneasy and to induce him to 
declare himself ? 

King George’s peacemaker was exacting; he had, 
above all things, to get back Hanover for its “ rightful 
owner.” There was a real difficulty here, for Napoleon 
was at peace with Frederick William, whereas King George 
was at war with him — about Hanovei' — and had recently 
seized 800 Prussian ships. Napoleon, moreover, was at 
war with King George. He could not break a solemn 
treaty with a friend, however doubtful, in order to oblige 
an enemy. 

So he told King George’s peacemaker. Lord Yarmouth, 
that, if no explanations were meantime asked for by 
England about Hanover, he would try to persuade 
Frederick William to give that country back to King 
George of his own free will, in the interests of the world’s 
peace. He would also, of course, see that Frederick 
William did not lose by his generosity. 

This statement was made privately to Lord Yarmouth. 
It was obvious that, until Napoleon had time to approacli 
Frederick William of Prussia, Lord Yarmouth was bound 
to respect the confidence given liim — ^for Prussia was 
smarting under the humiliation she had inflicted on herself 
by not assisting the other Kings and was in an excessively 
sensitive state of mind. Even a whisper to the effect 
that she might lose Hanover was certain—unless the utmost 
tact was displayed — ^to rouse her to frenzy. 

Lord Yarmouth did not respect the confidence given 
to him. On the contrary, as Dr. Holland Rose points out : 

“ During the negotiations at Paris Lord Yarmouth 
privately informed Lucchesini, the Prussian Ambassador, 
that Talleyrand made no difficulty about the restitution 
of Hanover to George III. The news when forwarded to 
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Berlin, at the close of July, caused a nervous flutter in 
ministerial circles, where every effort was being made to 
keep on good terms with France.” 

Naturally Frederick William was amazed — because 
as yet he had heard nothing from Napoleon either about 
tlie necessity of giving back to King George “ his father’s 
house,” if peace was to be made with England, or of the 
compensations which he himself would receive if he agreed 
to this restitution. He imagined himself betrayed by 
Napoleon, turned his back on his French allies, and wrote 
to Alexander of Russia on August 1800 : 

“ If the news be true {i.e. that King George was to 
regain Hanover], if he [Napoleon] is capable of perfidy so 
black, be convinced, Sire, that it is not merely a question 
of Hanover between him and me, but that he has decided 
to make war against me at all costs. . . . Tell me, Sire, 
I conjure you, if I may hope that your troops will be 
within reach of succour for me, and if I may count on them 
in case of aggression. . . .” 

Lord Yarmouth’s lunt to the Prussian Ambassador 
had “ done the trick.” It had led Frederick William to 
look on the Man as a liar and a scomidrel and had sent 
that timid creature whimpering off to Alexander of Russia 
for help — ^in other words, it had created a new Ring of the 
Kings against the French Revolution — ^the fourth Coalition. 

Alexander was immensely pleased Avith Frederick 
William’s letter and wrote “ a cheering response, advising 
him to settle his differences with England and Sweden 
and assuring hun of help.” Meanwhile Alexander’s peace 
messenger, Oubril, was hurrymg bacli to his master with 
the treaty Avhich, on his Master’s behalf, he had signed 
with Napoleon. This treaty had 'been made privately 
between the Russian and Napoleon, and its contents Avcrc 
not to be shown to Lord Yarmouth until Alexander had 
seen tliem. 

But it so happened, it may, or may not, have been an 
accident, that Lord Yarmouth’s mistress was installed 
in the s".me honoe in P-’-ri" thot in whieh A le-r'- rider’s 
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messenger had taken a flat. So when Lord Yarmouth got 
a hint that the Russian peacemaker had finished his 
business and was packing up to hurry off home with his 
treaty, he paid, on July 21, 1800, a midnight visit to this 
lady. He was thus able, without attracting noticCf to get 
into immediate touch with the Russian, It was immedi- 
ately after this that Lord Yarmouth dropped his hint about 
Hanover to Frederick William’s ambassador. 

What the English War Makers desired was now almost 
certain to happen, and, as wc have seen, did happen. 
Frederick William thought liimself betrayed by Napoleon 
and, at the same time, deserted by Alexander, and, on 
August 8, rushed to Alexander who welcomed him and 
his huge army with open arms, Oubril, Alexander’s 
peacemaker to Napoleon, got back to St. Petersburg 
early in August, just at the time when the good news of 
August 8 about Frederick William’s break with Napoleon 
was arriving. 

Alexander promptly refused to endorse Oubril’s treaty. 
There was no longer any need for “ flirtation ” with 
Napoleon seeing that I'T’cderick William had declared 
himself that the Prussian Aimy was at last available. 

Meanwhile the English “ peacemakings ” were still 
going on in Paris. Poor Fox was coming swiftly to his 
death-bed and the real negotiations were in the hands of 
the War Makers. They were farcical. Fox, the dying 
man, knew nothing of the betrayal of Napoleon’s con- 
fidence by Lord Yarmouth, and hence was amazed that 
Napoleon, instead of signing the very satisfactory treaty 
offered him at his. Fox’s, suggestion at the end of July, 
put off signing from day to day. Fox could not realize, 
as Napoleon now only too clearly realized, that Ins 
generous treaty was being used by the Wai’ Makers, King 
George III, Grenville, and others, to lull the Man into a 
false sense of security until the new Ring of the Kings, 
with Prussia welded into it, should be soundly constructed. 
While poor Fox was tlxinking about the Island of Sicily 
and lamenting the “ shuiHing, insincere ” ways of the 
French, Napoleon had his eyes fixed on the shores of the 
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Baltic, where the armies of Sweden and Prussia and 
Russia were gathering for Iiis overthrow — thanks to the 
hints by which Lord Yarmouth had betrayed him. 

The Man had reason to be thankful that he had delayed 
signing Fox’s genci’ous treaty. On September 3 (a 
fortnight after the news might have reached him if 
despatch had been shown) he learned that Alexander of 
Russia had thrown his treaty to the winds and was 
armmg himself for war. That Napoleon had played 
straight with Prussia is shown by this letter of Frederick 
William’s to Alexander dated September 6. 

“ Bonaparte has left me at my case, for not only does 
he not enter into any explanation about my armaments, 
but he has even forbidden his ministers to give and receive 
any explanations whatever. It appears, then, that it is 
I who am to take the initiative. My troops ai’e marching 
on all sides to hasten that moment.” 



CHAPTER LIV 

“WE ahe doomed to war” 

Napoleon had had his second dose of the methods of the 
English War Lords. That dose filled him with gloom and 
despair. 

“ We have been deceived too often,” he said bitterly. 

And from’ that hour he dismissed from his mind the 
illusion that between the Kings and the Revolution, 
between the old world and the new, between the “ Glitter- 
ing Beings ” and the common foUc there could be any 
compromise. The English people, he believed, were for 
peace and always had been for peace ; but the English 
people were controlled by a .small band of War Lords, 
princes and merchant princes, who, as events had shown, 
were ready to go to all lengths to destroy the new ideals 
which France had given to Europe. 

The Man of the Revolution vowed that he would destroy 
the War Lords of England or be destroyed by them, atrd 
he made ready to fling into the awful furnace of a life-and- 
death struggle all that he was and all that he possessed : 

“ Till now,” he declared, “ the Kings of Europe have 
played with the generosity of France. WTien one Coalition 
is conquered another immediately springs up. ... It 
behoves France to be less generous in future ; conquered 
states must be retained till the general peace. ... It is 
better, since we are doomed to war, to plunge in wholly 
than to go in but halfway.” 

In other words, Napoleon’s whole outlook had changed. 
He did not mean, any longer, to seek secraity for the 
Revolution behind a Ring of Friendship ; that method, 



35C “WE ARE DOOMED TO WAR’ 

like the “ Go Slow ” method of Carnot, was evidently 
useless against a hatred which never rested and never 
cooled. The Revolution must go forth against the Kings 
and the War Lords and strike them down. It must destroy 
their power to attack it, or by that power be itself 
destroyed. There was no middle way. The Revolution, 
in short, must conquer Europe in order to live. 

Napoleon certainly reached this conclusion with great 
reluctance, for he, better than other men, could foresee 
the dangers to himself and to France of such a conquest, 
supposing that complete success attended his efforts. 
The vanquished countries, occupied and held down by 
French troops, would, inevitably, hate their oppressors. 
In every nation there would be aroused the spirit which 
had made Corsica so formidable to all her conquerors. 
Europe would be full of “ Paoli’s men ” ready to die for 
freedom from French dictation. 

On the other hand, until Europe was conquered, the 
War Lords of England could not be dealt with. English 
intrigue, English influence, and English money had already 
built up ring after ring of war around Prance. That 
process would continue, so long as the Kings remained 
in control of their vast resources. How could France 
hope to contend for ever against so many enemies ? 

Time, Napoleon saw, was short. He must strike 
before Fi'anco began to grow weary of the unequal combat, 
before the powers of the Kings were fully mobilized against 
him. He must strike, too, swiftly and with overwhelming 
force, so that peace with England might be secured and 
sealed before the anger of the conquered nations should 
be joined to the hatred of the conquered Kings. 

Napoleon put off the garments of peace and of con- 
ciliation. He chose deliberately the part of a conqueror 
— ^that part which his enemies have ascribed to his “ bound- 
less ” ambition. But never, perhaps, has conqueror gone 
forth so anxiously as be went forth or Avith so clear 
a knowledge of the improbability of ultimate success. 
Napoleon the Conqueror, in truth, was leaving personal 
ambition behind him. Had he been willing to do a deal 
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with the Kings and to saeriflee to their hatred the great- 
ness of Revolutionary France, he could have obtained, 
at once, complete security for his throne and his House, 
The “ kingdoms of this world ” would have been his 
reward. In refusing that “ deal ” he staked everything 
which baser men value on “ the issue of a single battle ” ; 
he condemned himself to unceasing laboirc and hard- 
ship ; he turned his throne into the mere headquarters 
of an army. So long as he was successful baser men 
crowded about him, and praised him as a genius ; in 
the hour of his failure, they fled away crying ; “ See 
how this fellow has overreached himself.*’ It does not 
seem to have occurred to these men that Napoleon never 
failed of his real purpose— the establishment of the ideal 
of the French Revolution — ^Democracy — ^in the mind of 
Europe. 

Because he chose in 1806 to sacrifice the safety of his 
crown and his House and to go crusading against the Kings 
and the War Lords, the spirit of the Revolution is dominant 
throughout the world at this present hour. The Retreat 
from Russia, Leipzig, even Waterloo, were on the cards 
from the beginning ; Napoleon was never fool enough to 
suppose that victory belonged to him. His hope was set, 
not on the fruits of victory, but on tlic certain recompense 
of a faith which withheld nothing, neglected nothing, and 
made no compromise with its opponents. 

Behold, then, the Man of the Revolution, the Emperor 
of the Common Folk, going forth in his grey riding-coat 
and his long boots, with the cockade of the French people 
in his hat, to the conquest, not of the Kings of Europe 
alone, but of ten centuries of oppres.sion. 

He may fail and be swept away ; yet, because he has 
not shrunk from this unequal combat, the ideals which, 
in his own person, he upholds against a world in arms, are 
secure for ever. 



CHAPTER LV 


“WOMEN MUST WEEP” 

Frederick William’s marching men sent a tlirill of joy 
through the hearts of the Kings. But before the Kings 
had time to huny to Fredericlc William’s help, Napoleon 
had struck him. 

The Man was fortunate in that the army of Austcrlitz 
was not yet disbanded. It remained on the frontiers of 
France and was ready for instant use. The moment the 
shouts of the Prussian War Lords began to challenge 
France, it received its orders. Napoleon, accompanied 
by Josephine, left Paris on September 26, 1806, in the big 
travelling carriage with the six Normandy horses. He 
reached Mayence three days later, having travelled at his 
usual terrific speed. At Mayence his Foot Guards, the 
Old Guard, wei’e waiting for him. On October 1 he bade 
Josephine good-bye. 

Josephine wept at that parting, for her mind was full 
of evil forebodings. The new Crusade was not at all to 
the liking of the new Empress, who would have preferred 
a secure throne and the friendship of the Kings. More- 
over a terrible fear had begun to haunt the poor woman’s 
mind — ^the fear of a divorce. Josephine could not for a 
moment forget the prophecy of the old negress of her 
girlhood days ; “ You will be Queen of France, but you 
will not die a Queen.” Her enemies had already wliispercd 
in her ear that Napoleon owed to France the duty of 
marrying a woman who could bear him children. 

Would this new campaign make a widow of her? 
If Napoleon retmned from it victorious, as of old, would 
he listen to the advice of his mother and sisters and 
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ministers and make a fresh marriage? Josephine had 
never loved her liusband ; but she had gronm to like him 
and to be proud of him. She had gi’own, too, to regard 
as her right the position which she occupied. The fires 
of jealousy, always smouldering in the heart of a frivolous 
woman, began to bmm with fierce intensity. 

And so, every night, in her palace at Mayence, this 
faded beauty sat down with a pack of cards and tried to 
“ read ” her future, wMle her daughter Hortense, the 
unliappy Queen of Holland, Louis’ wife, and the gay 
Stcplianie, her cousin, now the Princess of Baden, sat 
beside her remonstrating with her. The cards foretold 
the defeat of Napoleon at the hands of Frederick William, 
and Josephine wept. Then they foretold victory for 
Napoleon, and still Josephine wept. And then — so it is 
said — they foretold divorce and a new marriage for the 
Man of Battles. Josephine wept the more copiously. 

Her tears, when he heard of them, filled Napoleon with 
distress. 

“ I cannot think why you weep,” he wrote on October 5. 
“ You do wrong to make yoiu’self ill. . . . Pluck and a 
merry heart, that’s the recipe.” 

One can almost see the hopelessness of Napoleon’s 
expression as he sealed up that letter. When, in all her 
life, had Josephine ever taken his advice ? When had she 
ever tried to encourage him ? It may be that his thoughts 
turned with a sort of envy to his foe, Frederick William 
of Prussia, whose lovely young Queen was at that moment 
the virtual leader of the Prussian Army. Louise of Prussia, 
aged thirty, rode daily through the ranks, encouraging 
the soldiers and firing their enthusiasm. And her exquisite 
beauty was rendered all the more striking by the 
“ uniform ” she wore ; a helmet of polished steel, shaded 
by a plume, a gleaming golden cuirass, a tunic of cloth of 
silver, red buskins with golden spurs. Joan of Arc herself 
was scarcely a more heroic figure. 

The husbands of these two women, of the Empress 
with her tear-stained cards and the Queen with, her 
shining armour, began to approach one another in the 
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neighbourhood of the village of Jena. Napoleon wrote to 
Josephine : 

“ OcL 13, 1806, 2 a.m . — ^My dear, I am at (iera to-day. 
My affairs go excellently and everything as I could wish. 
With the aid of God they will, I believe, in a few days have 
taken a terrible course for the poor King of Prussia whom 
I am sorry for, personally, because he is a good man. The 
Queen is with the King. If she wants to see a battle she 
shall have that cruel pleasure. 1 am in splendid health. 
I have already put on flesh since my depai'ture, yet I am 
doing, in person, twenty and twenty-Ove leagues a day on 
horseback, in my carriage, in all sorts of ways. I lie down 
at eight and get up at midnight. I fancy at times that 
you have not yet gone to bed. Yours ever, 

“ NArOLBON.” 


At 2 a.m. on October 13, 1806, Napoleon was separated 
by only thirty hours from the Battle of Jena. 

That day the eagle of France hovers from daivn till 
eve over his bewildered prey. When night falls there is 
a .spectacle of strange and feverish activity on the 
precipitous slopes of the Landgrafenberg, the wooded 
hill across the valley from Jena. The Frenchmen are 
dragging their batteries of cannon up the .slopes. 

It is a task for giants rather than for men, and again 
and again the big guns stick in the hollow tracks. One 
of tile guns has become immovable and is holding up all 
those below it, the soldiens curse the folly of their ollicers 
and of the leader who has set tliem this impossible work. 

But see, a dim lantern approaches under the .shadows 
of the tall trees. A quiver of excitement and wonder 
thrills these heroes of Marengo and Austcrlitz. 

“ It is he:' 

Napoleon stands, lantern in hand, looking at the con- 
fusion. He speaks an order. He obeys it himself, throw- 
ing his weight against the resisting wheels. In an instant 
the impossible has been accomplished. 

The lantern grows dim, a mere speck of light, like a 
glowworm in the misty darkness. But the soldiers work 
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on, now, with a new zeal. The spirit of the Man is 
uiDon them. 

Napoleon lias come to his bivouac on the summit of 
tlie Landgrafenbci’g. His officers await him; his Guard 
are stretched, asleep, round about him. There are orders 
to be given, dispositions to be made. Then he flings 
himself down on the straw which has been spread as his 
couch. . . . The fog moves like the ghosts of dead men 
among the pine trees. 

And out of that fog, plucked from the hands of Fate, 
the victories of Jena and Auerstadt : the utter destruction 
of the armies of Frederick William. Jena was Napoleon’s 
victory, Auerstadt — ^the greater victory of the two — 
belonged to Da.voust, his Marshal, that “ little smooth- 
pated, unpretending man, who was never tired of waltz- 
ing.” In the oflicial bulletins the Man put the emphasis 
on Jena, to hide from his enemies the fact that he had 
been misinformed about the position of the main Prussian 
Army, but in private Davoust had all the credit. When, 
thirteen days later, the Fi*ench Army entered Berlin in 
triumph, Davoust and his men Were the first to pass into 
the Royal City. 

Let the reader mark that triumphal entry into Berlin 
— ^the flr.st triumphal entry which Napoleon ever made. 
It is the Conqueror now, with whom Europe has to deal, 
and no longer the man who believes that he can afford to 
spare the feelings of the Kings. 

Berlin is silent, shuttered. But there is wonder and 
curiosity, nevertheless, in the city and the streets are 
crowded. The Guard goes by, and then men see the 
splendid um'forms of the Marshals of France, of Davoust, 
Bertliicr, Augereau, Duroc. Only a glance for them, 
because among them is he, the master of them all, in his 
grey coat, with the hat of Jena pulled down over his brow, 
the hat with the ribbon of the Revolution for its sole 
ornament. 

Napoleon looks neither to the right nor to the left. 
It is hateful this triumph of one nation over another, and 
Paoli’s m“.n feels the h»tefnlne'”, of it so that he has to 
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remind himself that the Revolution is fighting for its life 
and that thus, only, can it be saved. He receives the 
keys of the city from its kneeling magistrates ; he passes 
on to the palace of Frederick William and there promises 
order on the part of his soldiers and safety for the common 
folk. 

“ Your aristocracy,” he declares, “ is the sole author 
of all the misfortunes of Prussia. It is your aristocracy 
which has forced me to fight ; I will punish it by forcing 
it to beg its bread in England.” 

A day or two later comes Talleyrand from Mayen ce, 
and Napoleon writes to Josephine again at 2 a.m. 

“ Talleyrand has just arrived and tells me, my dear, 
that you do nothing but cry. What on earth do you 
want ? You have your daughter, your grand-children, 
and good news ; surely these arc sufficient reasons for 
being happy and contented. . . .” 

There is no mention of Berlin. But the letter ends with 
a reference to Uortense’s and Louis’ little son : 

“ I have received a letter from M. Napoleon ; I do 
not believe it is from him but from Hortensc. Kindest 
regards to everybody.” 

Poor little M. Napoleon, he had then only a few weeks 
to live. 

The Conqueror, it must be confessed, docs not find 
that his new part sits very easily on him. lie has written 
to J osephine telling her to have nothing to do with Madame 
Tallien, and she has rebuked him for that letter. He 
replies ; 

“ Yours to hand, in which you seem annoyed at the 
bad things I say about women; it is true that I hate 
intriguing women more than anything. I am used to 
kind, gentle, persuasive women; these are the kind I 
like. If I have been spoilt it is not my fault but yours. 
Moreover you shall learn how kind I have been to one who 
showed herself sensible and good, Madame d’Hatzfeld (the 
wife of a Prussian noble who was giving away Napoleon’s 
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secrets). When I showed her husband’s letter to her she 
admitted to me, amid her sobs, with profound emotion 
and frankly : ‘ Ah ! It is indeed his writing ( ’ While 
she was reading, her voice went to my heart ; it pained 
me. I said : ‘ Well, Madame, throw that letter on the 
fire, I shall then no longer have the power to punish your 
husband.’ She burned the letter and seemed very happy. 
Her husband now feels at ease ; two hours later he would 
have been a dead man. You see, then, how I like kind, 
frank, gentle women ; but it is because such alone resemble 
you.” 

He is a curious spectacle, this would-be man of blood 
and iron, instantly carried away by a wife’s love of her 
husband and then making almost passionate use of liis 
own weakness to defend hinaself to his owir wife. Napoleon 
did not love Josephine now as he had once loved her; 
other women had come into his life. But Josephine 
remained for him his ideal of womanhood, and he could 
not, for a moment, be indifferent to her criticisms. To 
read these latter-day letters to her is to realize that, if 
only she could have loved him whole-heartedly, his cup 
of happiness would have been full. 

That is the more strange when Josepliine’s personality 
is realized. 

“ She is exactly like a ten-year-old child,” wrote one 
of her ladies-in-waiting, “ good-natured, frivolous, impres- 
sionable; in tears at one moment and comfoilied the 
next. She has just wit enough not to be an utter idiot. 
Ignorant — as are most Creoles — she has learned notliing 
or next to nothing, except by conversation ; but having 
passed her life in good society, she has got good manners, 
grace, and a mastery of that sort of jai’gon which, hi society, 
sometimes passes for wit. Social events constitute the 
canvas which she embroiders, which she arranges, and which 
give her a subject for conversation. She is witty for quite 
a whole quarter of an hour evCTy day. . , ,. Her diffidence 
is charming . . . her temper very sweet and even ; it is 
impossible not to be fond of her. I fear that this need 
of unbosoming or communicating aU her thoughts and 
impressions, of teUing all that passes between herself and 
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the Emperor, keeps bhe latter from taking her into his 
confidence. . . . She told me this morning that, during 
all the years she had spent with him, never once had she 
seen him let himseK go.” 

And yet he could not forget her, and no other woman 
ever took her place — 'though one other woman, towards 
whom, unknown to himself, he was even now going, gave 
him that love which withholds nothing and which endureth 
all things. Perhaps Josephine gave more than she is 
usually credited with giving — ^not love, but a kind of 
mothering. Not the support of a wife, hut the sweetness 
of a very intimate friend. I have sometimes thought 
that the exquisite care which Naj)oleou took of his wounded 
— to take but a single instance — may have been a tribute, 
indirect and scarcely realized, to Josephine’s kindness of 
heart. After Jena, at any rate, as after Austerlitz, the 
Man of lllood and Iron carried his flask of brandy — con- 
stantly refilled — all over the stricken field all through the 
night “ putting his hand to each unconscious soldier’s 
breast and, when he found unexpected life, giving way 
to a joy impossible to describe.” 

Napoleon, m Berlin, had only begun his task. Frederick 
William of Prussia and the lovely Louise were fugitives, 
rushing for succour to Alexander of Russia who was 
marching with a great army to help them. Alexander 
remained to be dealt with, and England remained to be 
dealt with. Francis of Austria, too, was trying, very 
timidly, to put his finger in the pie. 

The Man of the Revolution, seated in the palace of 
Frederick the Great, hurled a challenge to Britannia in 
the very language whicli Kiiig George was so fond of using 
himself. He declared that, from this tune, every port 
in Em’ope undei' the control of France — and that meant 
all the ports of Germany and Denmark and Holland and 
Belgium and France and Italy — ^wftre closed to English 
ships. 

This was the plan of “ conquering the sea by the land.” 
It was not the same plan as that which Mad Paul of Russia 
had invented and employed Avith such deadly effect. 
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Napoleon was not aiming at stai’ving England ; he was 
aiming at ruining her merchant princes, her “ shopkeepei's ” 
(in Paoli’s phrase), whom he rightly beheved to be the 
chief support of her War Lords. Let the War Profiteers 
find war an unprofitable speculation and peace would be 
assured. 

It has been said that Napoleon did not realize how 
successful Mad Paul’s starvation plan had been ; in 
other words, that this all-seeing eye had missed King 
George’s proclamations to his people to tighten their 
belts and eat stale bread and stop distilling whisky. I 
do not believe it. These proclamations must have been 
well known to the Man of the Revolution and their mean- 
ing must have been well known. Bui Napolcmi had no 
mish to stawc the English people whom he regarded as his 
friends ; it was the War Lords and the War Pi’ofiteers 
whom he desired to strike. He had learned that the 
English people were unable to prevail for any length of 
time against “ their betters.” 

The “ Berlhi decrees,” as they were called, were meant 
to make war for English merchants, a losing proposition. 
They were meant to strike at British finance and British 
commerce — ^two great roots of British hatred of the French 
Revolution. The English merchant class, who lived in 
continual terror of that large body of their fellow-country- 
men whom they always spoke of as “ the poor,” under- 
stood this very well. Napoleon, as they understood him, 
was the Emperor of the poor and therefore the most 
dangerous man on earth. And here they joined the 
English aristocrats who looked on the Man as the Emperor 
of the Parvenues, 

Said The Times : 

“ We wish to see the Bourbons back ; we wish to have 
to fight with gentlemen and men of honour, not with 
vagabonds.” 

The Emperor of the Vagabonds never, in his whole 
life, directed any measure specially against “ the poor.” 

I have little doubt that he refrained from a plan of starva- 
tion, which he could easily have carried out, simply 
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because he preferred, like TIui Tmes, though for a different 
reason, to make war on “ gentlemen and men of honour.” 

“ Napoleon Bonaparte, sir,” as the Duke of Wellington 
rightly said, “ was no gentleman.” 

Having dealt with the “ shopkeepers ” the Man turned 
to meet Alexander, “ The Autocrat of Waltzes and of 
War,” as Byron called him ; and to meet, also, though 
he knew it not, the lovely Marie Walewski, the woman 
who ^vas destined really to love him. 

Joseplujic had the news of this march, on which every 
eye in Europe was fixed, and at the spectacle of which — 
so daring was it — ^friend and foe alike held their breath. 

“ Novmiber 29, 1806, nom. — I am at Posen, capital 
of Great Poland. . . . My troops arc at the gates of 
Warsaw.” 

Josephine took a sudden desire to follow the ai’my to 
this capital of pretty women. 

“ December 3, 1800, 0 p.m. — I am hoping to send for 
you in a few days ; that is, if circumstances will permit. 
The warmth of your letter makes me realize that you, like 
other pretty women, know no bounds. What you will 
must be ; but, as for me, I declare that, of all men, I am 
the greatest slave, my master has no pity and this master 
is the nature of things.” 

The immemorial reply of man to woman 1 But see 
how carefully he watches her interest in him : 

“ Posen, December 10, 1806, 6 p.m. — ^An officer has just 
brought me a rug, a gift from you ; it is somewhat short 
and narrow, but I thank you for it none the less. . . . 
My affairs prosper pretty well. . . .” 

Alas, Josephine, why did not you buy the biggest 
and richest rug you could obtain ? And why did not you 
write a letter with yom* gift ? 

“ Posen, December 12, 1806, 7 p.m. — My dear, I have 
not received any letter from you. ... I have made peace 
with Saxony. The Elector is King and one of the con- 
federation ” (the King of Friendship). 
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It was Josephine now who wanted to come to Napoleon. 
But the Man is too busy. The Russians are retreating 
before him and the Poles, devoured by the Kings even 
as the Revolution would have been devoured but for 
Napoleon, are crowding around him, begging him to save 
them as he has saved Italy. He has his army to take into 
winter quarters ; he has fortresses still to capture ; he has 
Alexander and Frederick William and Queen Louise to 
watch ; he has newly-conquered Prussia to control ; he 
has Germany and France and Holland and Italy to govern ; 
he has the “ shopkeepers ” to cure of their love of war. 
The whole world is at his door ; the hopes of millions of 
men are fixed upon him. And it is New Year’s Eve. On 
the morrow Love will come to him with all her richness 
and her glory. 

On New Year’s Eve, 1807, the nobles of Poland gave a 
great ball in honour of the man who had already driven 
from their land the Russian bear and the Prussian wolf 
— Alexander and Frederick William. The ballroom was 
full of “ gay uniforms and gi’eat names.” A door opened 
at the end of the room and a severely-clad figure entered 
in dead silence. 

The usher announced, “ The Emperor.” 

At that moment Marie Walewski, a lovely girl married 
to a bad-tempered man fifty years older than herself, felt 
her heart almost stop. A few minutes later she was 
being presented to Napoleon, who had remarked her 
as swiftly as she had remarked him. Their eyes met. 
The newly-kindled love of the woman went out like a 
benediction to the man who had not yet known disin- 
terested love. 

“ One might say,” cried Napoleon in recalling that 
hour, “ that her soul was as beautiful as her face. She 
was an angel.” 

He could not see too much of her, and all the evening 
his eyes followed her golden head. He noted the slight 
shadow of melancholy on her features and expressed the 
belief that she was unhappy. And that idea filled him 
with dismay. He would rescue her ; he would love her. 

2 B 
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They would be all things to each other, he and she, whom, 
at fii’st sight, love had made one. 

Imagine the scene ! The Conqueror of Europe con- 
quered in his triumphant march. The all-enduring and 
always despised husband of Josephine become, in an 
instant, the real lord of a woman’s heart — ^and she a 
girl of twenty-two, the loveliest of the lovely. The Man 
of Destiny with the knowledge of a destiny still more 
glorious and more wonderful breaking in on his mind. 

“ The day after the ball,” says his valet, “ the Emperor 
seemed to me in an unusually agitated state. He walked 
about the room, sat down, got up and walked about again. 
Immediately after luncheon he sent a great persbn to visit 
Madame Walewski for him.” 

The “ great person ” carried this letter : 

“ I have seen only you, I have admired only you, I 
desire only you. A very prompt answer to calm the 
impatient ardour of N.” 

Marie rushed to her lover with the recklessness of a 
love that, eight years later, was to make her beg to be 
allowed to share with him his barren Atlantic rock. 
Napoleon was waiting for her, almost mad with impatience 
and emotion. 

“ Every moment he inquired the time. Madame 
Walewski arrived at last, but in what a state — ^pale, dumb, 
her eyes bathed in tears.” 

She told him all her troubles, the harshness of her 
elderly spouse, the misery of her life ; and then she told 
him of the love that had stricken her like a sword ; of the 
love which she, a woman of Poland, bore to her country. 
She was as chaste as ice and she cried bitterly all the time, 
because of the emotions which overwhelmed her and drove 
her she knew not where. Napoleon was moved to the 
depths of his being — ^as not even Josephine had ever 
moved him : 

” Have I displeased you ? ” he wrote next morning. 
“ I have stiU the right to hope the contrary. Have I 
been mistaken? Your eagerness diminishes while mine 
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augments. You take away my rest ! Oh, give a little 
joy, a little happiness to a poor heart all ready to worship 
you. It is so difficult to get a reply. You owe me one. 

“ N,” 

And then again : 

“ There are moments when too high rank is a burden, 
and that is what I feel. How can I satisfy the needs of a 
heart hopelessly in love, which would fling itself at your 
feet and which finds itself stopped by the weight of lofty 
considerations paralysing the most lofty desires. Oh, if 
you would ! Only you could remove the obstacles that lie 
between us. My noble friend, Duroc, will clear the way. 
Oh ! come I come 1 All your wishes shall he gratified. 
Your native land will be dearer to me when you have had 
pity on my poor heart. 

“ N.” 

Marie came again, and again filled the night with her 
weeping. Did the cards of Josephine, weeping also at 
Mayence on those nights, reveal the truth ? It may be 
so, for Napoleon wrote to her on January 16 ; 

“ I have received your letter of January 6 ; all that 
you tell me of your unhappiness pains me. Why these 
tears, these repinings ? ” 

The husband in him, insulted, abused, betrayed, dis- 
graced, is still very strong. This “ Man of Blood and 
Iron ” cannot bear to hurt Josephine’s feelings even at 
a moment when he is utterly carried away by Marie. He 
begs her not to come to Poland ; he orders her to go to 
Paris. But he consoles her with the assurances of his 
affection. 

“ Never doubt my feelings ... I love you much . . . 
an Empress ought to have fortitude. . . .” 

Pew men would have written her a line in such cir- 
cumstances. But Napoleon was quite sincere. His love 
for Josephine was, now, very like the regard of a son — 
just as her attitude to him was almost maternal. 

Marie gave herself to love, telling herself that it was for 
Poland’s sake that she did so. A new world was revealed 
to Napoleon. 
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“ Marie, my sweet Marie,” he wi'ote, “ my first thought 
is for you, my first desire to see you again. You will come 
again, wiU you not ? You promised me to do so. If not, 
the eagle will fly to you. I .shall see yoii at dinner, a 
friend tcUs me. Deign then to accept this bouquet ; let it 
become a mysterious link which shall establish between us 
a secret union in the midst of the court surrounding us. 
Exposed to the glances of the crowd we shall still under- 
stand each other. When my hand presses my heart you 
will know that it is full of thoughts of you ; and in answer 
you will press closer your bouquet. liovc me, my bonny 
Marie, and never let your hand leave your bouquet. 

“N.” 

But the drums are rolling again, even in this January 
weather. The Man of Battles springs to the .saddle and 
rides away from his Marie to lead his soldiers on to the 
dreadful field of Eylau where the Russian Army and the 
remains of the Prussian Army are offering to give him, 
battle. This combat of Eylau is no spear-thrust such as 
Marengo or Austerlitz, but a slow, remorseless slaughter 
lasting from winter dawn to winter eve. 

Napoleon, during the battle, stands in a cemetery 
with his staff. The Russian grenadiers fight like tigers and, 
once, they break through the French lines and come to 
the cemetery gates. Napoleon’s staff glance about them 
anxiously, and the horses are called up. But the Man 
makes no sign. He lowers Iris field telescope and watches 
the oncoming mass of his foes with parted lips and 
heightened colour : 

“ What boldness I ” 

Then he makes a signal to his Old Guard. The cemetery 
is cleared at the point of the bayonet. Night comes 
across the red fields. Can any man say which side has 
won the battle ? But in the morning the Russians and 
the Prussians have vanished away. 

“ Yesterday,” wrote Napoleon to Josephine, on 
February 8, 1807, at S a.m., “ there was a great battle ; 
the victory has remained with me but I have lost many 
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And again on the 14th : 

“I am still at Eylau. This country is covered with 
dead and wounded. It is not the bright side of warfare ; 
one suffers and the mind is oppressed at the sight of so 
many victims. . . . You are sure to be uneasy and that 
thought troubles me. . . 

The “ Man of Blood and Iron ” cannot bear the thought 
of this slaughter of Eylau, and all his letters are full of his 
distress. Eight days were needed to bury the dead and 
remove the wounded. Napoleon’s M'hole time was given 
up now to seeing that the wounded received proper care, 
“ and he insisted on the Russians being as well treated as 
the French.” He wote : 

“ If more surgeons had been on the spot I could have 
saved at least two hundred lives. . . . On no account 
begrudge money for medicines and especially for quinine.” 

It is small wonder that Napoleon was so deeply affected. 
In a space three miles square, on the snow and frozen 
lakes of Eylau, ther-e were heaped 10,000 dead men and 
4,000 dead horses. Of these dead men about 6,000 were 
Russians. For a fortnight after this battle Napoleon did 
not once talte his boots off and his staff never even 
undressed. Potatoes were the Conqueror’s chief article 
of diet. Yet, all the while, he was governing Europe 
almost as though he had been sitting on his green sofa 
in the palace of the Tuileries. 

He had not meant to make peace with Frederick 
William, but now he sent a verbal message to that im- 
fortunate King offering to treat with him separately from 
Alexander. He renewed that message a week later. 
But Frederick William and Alexander were resolved to 
fight on together. Napoleon betook himself, for the 
remainder of the winter, to the Castle of Finckenstein, 
and to Marie. 

Marie, “ my bonny Marie,” had now left her seventy- 
year-old husband for ever. She belonged, body and soul, 
to the man of her heart. And from this time Napoleon’s 
letters to Josephine are concerned chiefly with the weather. 
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with furniture (“I have several fireplaces which is a great 
comfort to me ; getting up often in the night I like to see 
the fire ”), and with family matters, notably the love 
affairs of Caroline and the health of Louis’ and Hortense’s 
little son Napoleon (” I hope that he has been vaccinated ”), 
who died on May 6, at the Hague, of diphtheria. 
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These days at Finckenstein were days of love and days of 
anxiety. For Francis of Austria was once again buckling 
on his armoiR. The Austrian Army was being increased 
and it was possible for Austria to strike Napoleon in the 
back — ^just as a year before, at Austerlitz, it had been 
possible for Prussia to do so. 

Would Francis dare to strike ? Napoleon did not 
think so. But when he heard that Francis was ready to 
act as “ peacemaker ” between himself and England his 
anxiety increased. He knew that offer and he knew what 
it meant. King George evidently was at his old work of 
Ring-making. Napoleon had no illusions. He and his 
army were in a dangerous position. They had the huge 
army of Alexander of Russia in front of them, ready to 
fight as soon as the snow melted. They had Francis 
of Austria on their right-hand side. They had beaten, 
but furious, Prussia behind them. And they were 1,000 
miles from home. In addition, English troops and Swedish 
troops had been landed in the north of Germany and 
might try to cut the life-lines connecting the army with 
France. . . . 

But the Man did not despair; he did not think of 
turning back. If he could strike Alexander down his 
troubles would vanish, for then Francis would be cowed 
and England, unable to build up any other Ring, and 
afraid of losing her trade with Europe, would surely make 
peace — such a peace as would allow him to bring all his 
armies home to France and, at last, give to his people the 
ripe blessings of the Revolution. 
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Napoleon dwelt on that prospect to the exclusion of 
all others. If only he could obtain a real, lasting peace 
■with England he could set about creating the France of his 
dreams : such a land as the world had never yet known. 
But England, would England make peace with loim, with 
the Revolution, of wliich he was the sign and the symbol ? 

Napoleon discussed these dilficultics with Marie 
Walewski and for the first time in his life received the help 
of a woman who asked notliing except his welfare and his 
happiness. But Marie was a Pole, and her eager young 
heart, was stricken with sorrow for her country which, like 
ravening wolves, Russia and Prussia and Austria had torn 
in pieces and devoured. To the love of a woman was added 
the glowing admii'ation of a patriot. This man of hers, 
of Latin blood like herself, had humbled in the dust 
the merciless and unscrupulous enemies of her country, 
the very Kings whose false ancestors had lured Poland, 
noble and unsuspecting, to a horrible and bloody fate. 
Marie urged on her lover that he should raise up Poland 
again and deliver her from the hands which oppressed. 

“ You are the saviour of Italy ; be the saviour of 
Poland also.” 

Her ideas exactly fitted Napoleon’s ideas. But liei’c, 
as in Italy, salvation could come only by degrees. It 
would be easy, for example, Napoleon said, to set free that 
portion of Poland which had been seized by Prussia — ^for 
Prussia was humbled in -the dust. It would not be so 
easy to set free the portions of Poland which belonged to 
Russia and Austria. For the Russian Army was as yet 
unbeaten and the Austrian Army was growmg stronger 
every day. He could do only what he could do. 

Nevertheless the Man of the Revolution told this Polish 
girl that he meant to make a beginning of recreating her 
country, cost him what it might. Poland, which is a blood- 
relation of France, should stand as an outpost of the French 
Revolution in the very heart of the enemy’s country. 

With -that promise on his lips, Napoleon went into 
battle once more, against the army of Alexander of Russia. 
Evers^thing was staked on this mighty throw and the Man 
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knew it. He was surrounded by enemies on every side and 
there were enemies for hundreds of miles behind him — 
between his army and France. Let him make but a single 
false step and instantly those Avho to-day bowed the 
knee would spring to arms. The Kings would destroy 
him and the Revolution with him. 

The eyes of the Kings gloated on Napoleon’s isolation. 
Now, they told themselves, he has overreached himself. 
Now he has only to slip and we have him. Francis of 
Austria and King George and even poor, humbled Frederick 
William gasped with hope and hate. . . . 

And into those gasping, gloating faces Napoleon, on the 
anniversary of Marengo, hurled yet another victory, the 
destruction, in a single day, of Alexander’s army .and of 
the remnant of Frederick William’s army. The dreadful 
name of Friedland came ringing in the ears of the Kings. 
Alexander of Russia was beaten just as Frederick William 
of Prussia had been beaten, just as Francis of Austria had 
been beaten. Russia lay open to Napoleon; and even 
England began to doubt of the future. 

Alexander of Russia at once proposed that peace 
should be made. Napoleon accepted his proposals and 
agreed to meet him at Tilsit on a raft moored in the middle 
of the River Niemen which separated the French and the 
beaten remnant of the Russian Army. 

That meeting is the strangest in all history. The Man 
of the Revolution reached the raft, which had a cabin at 
one end, at the same moment as the mighty young Lord of 
all the Russias. He sprang aboard and strode forward 
alone, towards the tall figure which, mitil this moment, he 
had never seen. Alexander, smiling and granious, instantly 
offered the embrace of Kings. That much the hundreds of 
spectators on both banks of the river saw clearly and 
applauded to the skies. Then Conqueror and Conquered 
disappeared into the cabin of the raft. 

To this houi’ no man knows for certain what they said 
to each other. But this much is known ; in* the cabin of 
the raft Napoleon offered Alexander peace and friendship 
on condition tliat Russia would join with France in trying 
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to persuade England to end the war. Alexander was to 
be the peacemaker between the French Revolution and 
the Kings. 

But the Man of the Revolution was determined not 
again to be played with. Until peace was obtained he 
meant to keep his soldiers in Prussia. And if England 
refused to make peace he demanded that Alexander should 
declare war on England and join him in calling on 
Denmark and Sweden and Portugal — Elands of the sea — 
to declare war also. The handsome young Emperor of 
Russia agreed to all these stipulations. He said that he 
had grown to hate England because, though King George 
had made great promises of help to the other Kings, he had 
sent them no help except money. While the Kings of 
Europe had been fighting Napoleon, King George had 
been seizing all the colonies of all the nations. 

As he spoke Alexander’s face gi-ew troubled. Sin- 
cerity seemed to beam from his eyes. Napoleon’s grey 
eyes watched him for a while and then the conversation 
began to turn on the advantages which peace with France 
would bring to Russia. Alexander could scarcely believe 
his ears so exactly did bis new friend read the secret desires 
of his heart. They parted promising to meet again the 
next day. A shade crossed Alexander’s face. 

“ I have the King of Prussia with me,” he said, as 
though he remembered the skeleton in the cupboard. 

“ Bring him to-morrow,” 

And so, on the next day, Napoleon met Frederick 
William as well as Alexander on the raft. Poor Frederick 
William, there was no glowing prospect for him. Napoleon 
spoke plainly : 

” I offered you friendship,” he declared, ” and you 
accepted it. Then you betrayed my friendship and made 
sudden war on me. I am going to put it beyond your 
power to renew that war. Only the fact that the Emperor 
Alexander of Russia has asked me, as a favour, to 
spare you, prevents me from disposing of your Idngdom 
altogether.” 

Napoleon then announced that he meant to set free 
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from Prussia’s rule that part of Poland wliich had been 
seized by her, that he meant to take back Hanover, and 
that a new kingdom would be made for his brother 
Jerome between Prussia and France. 

Frederick William went away in deepest dejection to 
break this terrible neAvs to his beautiful young Queen who 
now spent hei’ days and nights in weeping. Alexander 
and Napoleon continued their discussion alone. That 
evening Alexander and Frederick William crossed the 
river and came to live on the opposite bank beside 
Napoleon, in the village of Tilsit. A lovely Arab horse 
was waiting for Alexander, and mounted on this, he 
inspected that famous “ Old Guard ” which had triumphed 
for Napoleon in so many battles. Then he and Frederick 
William and Napoleon dined together at Napoleon’s house. 
When dinner was over Frederick William departed to his 
own lodgings. 

It was agreed between Alexander and Napoleon that, 
while their new friendship should immediately be made 
known to the world their intention to call the sea-lands, 
Sweden and Denmark and Portugal, to join them shoidd be 
kept secret. For, if England knew of that intention and 
did not mean to make peace, she would cei’tainly compel 
these sea-lands, the gateways of the Baltic and the Mediter- 
ranean, to join with her. 

England learned that secret, however, as quickly as 
galloping horses and swifi-sailing ships could carry it to he)'. 

She learned it so swiftly that the news must have been 
sent off from Tilsit on the very day on which Alexander and 
Napoleon met for the first time in the cabin of the raft : 
June 26, 1807. That is to say, it must have been betrayed, 
on that first evening, either by Alexander or by Napoleon — 
for it is absurd to think that any spy was hidden on that 
small raft. Napoleon certainly did not betray a piece of 
news wliich would have the effect of ruining all his plans. 
What about Alexander ? 

This strange young man, when be promised Napoleon 
to insist on the help of the sea-lands, Sweden and Denmark 
and Portugal, against England, was going back on a 
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131’omise which he had made only three weeks before to 
England herself. At the beginning of this very montli 
of June Alexander and Fi’ederiek William had agreed with 
King George to force the sea-land, Denmark, to join the 
Kings against Napoleon. There were Englishmen, conse- 
quently, with Alexander’s army, at his headquarters, and 
one of them is known to have started for home on the very 
night of the meeting on the raft. 

After all, why should Alexander keep faith with 
Napoleon ? Alexander was a King, Napoleon only a com- 
mon man. The blue blood in Alexander’s veins must have 
boiled at the thought that this common man had beaten 
all the armies of the Kings, even his own great Russian 
Army. Twice over, at Austerlitz and now at Priedland, 
Alexander had been compelled to beat hasty and undignified 
retreats before the soldiers of a fellow who was not even a 
gentleman. It had been necessary to make peace with 
Napoleon. There was no help for that. It was necessary, 
too, to do what Napoleon demanded. And there was no 
sense in not getting as much as possible out of the little 
French soldier— -one may as well make the best of a bad 
job. But to expect a King really and truly to help a 
common man against other Kings 1 Just a hint to King 
George and everytliing would be explained— King George 
would understand that he, Alexander, was not really 
dirtying his hands by clasping those of Bonaparte. He was 
only stooping to conquer, to gain time. If he were com- 
pelled to act and talk like an enemy of the ICings he was not 
really an enemy at heart. Blue blood was thicker than the 
waters of the River Niemen. 

Alexander must have told Napoleon’s secret, since thci’c 
was no one else to tell it. It is possible that he did not tell 
it directly to any Englishman ; but, as I have said, he knew 
that there was at least one Englishman at headquarters, 
messing with his principal General. All he had to do was 
to tell his General what had happened — though he had, of 
course, promised Napoleon to teU nobody what had 
happened. 

In any case England had the news by July 21 — ^that is 
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to say, at the very earliest possible moment. It was, 
perhaps, the most terrible news which a British Foreign 
Minister has ever received. For it meant that, very soon, 
if the sea-lands, and especially Denmark, should join 
Napoleon the Baltic Sea would be shut to English ships. 
And that meant, very likely, starvation in England, 
unless Napoleon should choose to allow the wheat of the 
Baltic lands to be sent out. England was back again, 
it seemed, in the days of Mad Paul, the days of bread- 
rations and of hunger, the days in which peace with 
Napoleon had been so absolutely necessary that not even 
the War Lords had dared to oppose it. 

What was to be done ? Canning had no hesitation and 
no doubt at a moment when every friend of England in 
Europe was full of both. England’s friends said that now 
she would be compelled to make peace — since not even the 
English War Lords could make war against Napoleon and 
Alexander of Russia combined. The English War Lords, 
thanks to that little hint from the raft at Tilsit, knew 
better. There was no question of making war against 
Napoleon and Alexander combined ; only let the Baltic 
be kept open, and, as soon as Napoleon had gone back to 
Paris, Alexander would do his best . . . not openly, of 
course, but in other ways. 

And so on the day after the hint from the raft arrived. 
Canning wrote a “ most secret ” despatch to his agent in 
Denmark : 


” Foreign Office. 

“Sir, — ^Intelligence reached me yesterday directly 
from Tilsit, that at an interview which took place between 
the Emperor of Russia and Bonaparte on the 24th or 25th 
of last month, the latter brought forward a proposal for 
a maritime league against Great Britain, to which the 
accession of Denmark was represented by Bonaparte to be 
as certain as it was essential. The Emperor of Russia is 
desmbed as haoing neither accepted nor refused this 
proposed. ... 

“ But the confidence with which Bonaparte spoke of the 
accession of Denmark to such a league, coupled with other 
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circumstances and particulars of intelligence -whieli have 
reached this country, makes it absolutely nocessaiy that 
His Majesty should receive from the Court of Denmark 
some distinct and satisfactory assurances either that no 
sitch proposition has been made to tliat Court by France 
or that, having been made, it has been rejected, and some 
sufficient security that, if made or repeated, it will meet 
with the same reception. . . 

The “ sufficient security ” was nothing less tlian the 
Danish fleet. England actually demanded from the 
Prince Royal of Denmark that he should, at once, give 
up all his ships to her so as to make sure that these ships 
would not be used to bar the door of the Baltic Sea. 

It was an astounding demand, because England was at 
peace with Denmark and had no right of any sort to inter- 
fere with her. Yet the necessity was far too urgent to 
allow of delay or scruple. If the Baltic Sea were to be 
closed the War Lords of England — ^no matter what Alex- 
ander might do — would be compelled to make peace with 
the French Revolution. Hunger would compel them. 
If the Baltic Sea could be kept open, everything might bo 
hoped for from Alexander of Russia — once Napoleon went 
home and the ships of England came sailing up to the 
Russian ports. 

Necessity, where War Lords are concerned, knows no 
law. The Prince Royal of Denmark, who had no love for 
England, flatly refused to give up his ships ; he was told 
that in that case his good city of Copenhagen would be 
destroyed by the guns of England. He protested in vain 
that he was doing nothing against England, and that his 
ships were not even ready for sea. He asked what right 
England had to attack a friendly nation during a time of 
peace. He said that surely the great people of England 
would not fire with cannon on a defenceless and unoffending 
city full of women and children. All to no purpose. The 
bombardment df Copenhagen began on September 2, 
The scenes which followed can be guessed from the offlcial 
report which states : / 

“ For the last two days the conflagration has been 
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very considerable, and at this moment rages with gi-eat 
violence.” 

On September 5 the Danes could stand no more. They 
hauled down their flag, surrendered Copenhagen to the 
English War Lords, and handed over their fleet which was 
promptly made ready for sea — ^it had not, as the Danes 
truly stated, been ready for sea — and taken away to 
England. 

I confess that I find it difficult to understand how men 
who acted in this lawless and piratical way dared to blame 
Napoleon for anything which he ever did. The bombard- 
ment of Copenhagen made peace between England and 
France absolutely impossible. It may be said that this 
was just as well and that, by hook or crook, we had to 
fight Napoleon to the death since he and England could 
not live together in the same world. I do not believe that 
for a moment. The truth, which was spoken at this time, 
by an honest Englishman, Whitbread, a disciple of Fox, is 
entirely different. Whitbread declared : 

“Formidable, indeed, is France, but what has laid 
Icings prostrate at her feet and what has ranged the popula- 
tion of nations under her bmmer ? The infatuated policy 
of England during the last fifteen years. . . . We talk of 
the machinations, the artifices and the intrigues of Bona- 
parte ; they all resolve themselves into four great battles. 

. . .You made it necessary for him to fight these battles ; 
you combined the world against him ; he has conquered 
the world combined and he has combined the world against 
you.” 

The Edinburgh Review said : 

“ The wars which her neighbours have waged against 
France have been the sole cause of her greatness.” 

It is to the lasting honour of the Whigs that they 
condemned utterly the bombardment of Copenhagen; 
but there is just this to be said for Canning. Thanks to the 
hatred of the War Lords against Napoleon and the Revolu- 
tion, the time was fast passing away when peace— real 
peace — could have been made. The War Lords had 
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brought England to such a state that she was almost forced 
to act dishonourably in order to live. Tlicrc was, at that 
time, no honour among the Kings. 

Napoleon, even before he left Tilsit and bade good-bye 
to Alexander, began to realize this. The Man did not 
know as yet about the hint from the raft which was, even 
then, being carried into England for his undoing. But he 
began to “ get the measure " of young Alexander. He 
began to see that, not for a single instant, could Alexander 
forget cither the blue blood in his veins or the blood of his 
mm'dcred father which rumour said was on his hands. 
Alexander’s vanity was big enough to devour the world ; 
his sense of guilt was big enough to devour him. He 
wanted conquo.sts as great as Napoleon’s and yet at the 
same time he wanted to be seen of men as the lover of 
humanity, the generous, good, warm-hearted young man. 

That was why he was so eager to seize Finland from his 
brother-in-law the King of Sweden and to snatch at the 
possessions of the Sultan of Turkey. And that was why he 
hated Napoleon’s plan for raising up the Poles again and 
helping them to recover their lost freedom — as Napoleon 
had promised Marie should be done. That, also, was why 
he pretended to take such a beautiful and kindly interest 
in poor Frederick William and his bonny, weeping Queen. 
Alexander, where Queen Louise was concerned, was 
gallantry itself. He promised her that he would use all 
his influence with Napoleon to get back for her husband his 
lost kingdom, and then, once he and Napoleon were alone 
together, he forgot all about his promises, and never even 
mentioned them. There was too much that he wanted to 
ask for himself. When the lovely Louise began to press 
for some result, the false young man referred her to 
Napoleon. Napoleon asked her to dinner. She dried 
her tears and came to that unwelcome feast. The Man 
of the Revolution was charming to her. But he had not 
forgotten the steel helmet and the golden cuirass of the 
days before the Battle of Jena. Even the tear-stained 
cheeks of a pretty woman could not dispel that memory. 

And so, instead of the lands for which she asked, he 
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gave her only a beautiful rose. And afterwards he wrote 
to Josephine : 

“ Yesterday the Queen of Prussia dined with me. I 
had to be on the defenee against some further concessions 
she wished me ho make to her husband ; but I was very 
polite and yet held firmly to my policy. She is very 
charming.” 



CHAPTER LVII 


DEVIL AND DEEP SEA 

The news of England’s bombardment of Copenhagen and 
the seizing of the Danish fleet struck Napoleon like a blow. 
Ill that hour — he was home again, at Fontainebleau, resting 
— ^he knew that he might give up for ever hope of peace with 
England. It came, therefore, as no surprise to him that 
Alexander’s efforts as peacemaker between himself and 
King George failed at the first attempt, Nor was he 
surprised to learn, as time went on, that Alexander’s 
minister in London had not been recalled from that city, 
though the two countries were supposed to be at war. 
The Kings, he could see, were playing their ancient game 
against him. When he defeated them and forced them to 
join him, they still held secret intercourse with one 
another. Blue blood would never forgive him . . . 
because it would never forgive the Revolution. 

I thinlc that Napoleon realized at this time that, for 
him, there could be neither rest nor peace any more in the 
world. Unless he went on fighting, he, and the Revolu- 
tion, would be destroyed. And yet, however successful 
he might be for a time, he could scarcely hope to triumph 
for ever against the enormous odds opposed to him. 

There was but one hope left : the defeat of England. 
He had failed to shut the Baltic Sea to England. Could 
he manage to shut the Mediterranean and so prevent her 
from seizing Egypt and restoring her trade by selling her 
goods to the Mediterranean peoples ? Every harbour 
which he possessed or over which he exercised influence 
was now shut to English ships. But Portugal was still 
open and so also were the harbours of the Pope in Italy. 
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And through these open harbours, like water through a 
hole in a dyke, English goods poured into Europe and were 
carried to all lands. That must be stopped, so that the 
English merchants might be changed from War Profiteers 
into Peacemakers. If possible, too, the narrow sti’aits of 
Gibraltar must be closed to England’s ships. 

Napoleon called this system of shutting harbours 
against English ships the “ Continental System.” Eng- 
land, as he soon learned, had a terrible reply to it — ^the 
“ Continental Blockade.” England ordered that no ship 
of any nation should be allowed to sail the seas unless it 
had been searched by her officers and unless it had called 
first at an English port and paid a heavy tax. Ships 
which had not paid or which refused to be searched were 
to be captured and made prizes. Britannia, in other words, 
declared that not only did she rule the waves, the waves 
actually belonged to her. Nobody might use them 
without paying for the privilege of doing so and without 
first obtaining her consent to use them. That meant that 
no foreign country could get any overseas goods or could 
send its own goods overseas. Trade, except such trade as 
Britannia chose to allow, was at a standstill — ^for the British 
Navy was everywhere and there was nothing to stand 
against it. 

Europe was now in the position of the middle-aged 
man who had two wives — a. young wife and an old one. 
The young wife pulled out aU the grey hairs and the 
old wife pulled out all the hairs which were not grey. 
Napoleon would not allow English goods to come to 
Europe ; England retaliated by refusing to allow any other 
goods to come. 

The result was that, though the English merchants 
suffered severely, the merchants of Europe suffered much 
more. They could neither buy nor sell outside of the 
continent. And the merchants of B.ussia looked like 
suffering most of all because England was the chief buyer 
of their timber and their wheat. Happily for them 
England needed their wheat and Napoleon had not ordered 
them not to send it to England, But they needed English 
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goods, and Napoleon had ordered them not to receive 
any goods from England. It was here that Alexander’s 
double dealing between Napoleon and Britannia came in so 
useful. 

Napoleon began to see that, while his great Trade Plan 
might bring England to her knees in the long run, before 
that happened half the countries in Em-ope would be 
ruined and would, consequently, be in revolt against him. 
So he quickened the pace of this fierce conflict by ordering 
the seizing and destruetion of all English merchandise 
found in any of his own or his allies’ harbours. 

Meanwhile liis gaze had aheady — even before Copen- 
hagen — ^fallen on Portugal, that seeond sea-land which he 
and Alexander had agreed should be called on to close its 
harbours to the English. His gaze fell also on Spain, the 
way to Gibraltar. Portugal was England’s oldest and most 
faithful ally. Spain was supposed to be a friend of France. 
But this Jriend, during the last campaign in Prussia, had 
actually made ready an army to stab France in the back if 
she should be defeoied. 

Napoleon determined to bring both Portugal and Spain 
into his new plan. He meant to capture Gibraltar with the 
help of the Spaniards — ^who had for long resented the 
presence of the English on this Spanish rock — and so to 
shut the Mediterranean to English ships. Then he would 
turn and, with the help of outraged Denmark, shut the 
Baltic sea also. There would remain not a single harbour 
in the whole of Europe into which an English vessel would 
dare to enter — and that, certainly, would mean ruin for 
England’s merchants and so peace with England. 

Portugal was summoned to lend France the help of her 
fleet, to shut her harbours against England, and to seize 
all the goods belonging to Englishmen in these harbours. 
The Royal Family of Portugal was now in a truly terrible 
position. For there were English warships in the Tagus ; 
and could Lisbon expect better treatment than Copen- 
hagen had received? The guns which had bombarded 
Copenhagen would certainly be turned on Lisbon also if 
English goods were taken. On the other hand, there was 
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Napoleon. . . . This was a true case of being between the 
Devil and the Deep Sea. 

Napoleon, the devil, was so terrifying that the Prince 
Regent of Portugal very nearly gave way. But, as he 
faltered, the threats of the Deep Sea resounded in his ears. 
As Dr. Holland Rose says : 

“ Very much depended on the action of the Prince 
Regent of Portugal. Had he tamely submitted to Napo- 
leon’s ukase and placed his fleet, and his vast colonial 
empire, at the service of France it is doubtful whether 
even the high-souled Canning would not have stooped to 
surrender in face of odds so overwhelmmg.” 

Lord Strangford, the British Minister at Lisbon, who 
was the mouthpiece of Britaimia, wrote to Canning that : 

“ The Portuguese Ministers place all their hopes of 
being able to ward off this terrible blow [Napoleon’s] in the 
certainty which they entertain of England being obliged 
to enter into iregotiations for a general peace. . . . The 
very existence of the Portuguese Monarchy depends on the 
celerity with which England shall meet the pacific inter- 
ference of the Emperor of Russia.” 

We have seen with what “ celerity ” Alexander’s peace- 
making was met — and sent paddng. The Prince Regent 
of Portugal refused to seize British goods — thus hearkening 
to the voice of the Deep Sea. Napoleon at once launched 
his army against him — ^it was commanded by Junot — ^and 
within a few weeks Portugal was conquered. The Royal 
Family of Portugal fled away to Brazil escorted by English 
ships, and the Portuguese Navy fell into the hands of 
England. The lesson of Copenhagen had not been lost. 
Nevertheless England was dislodged from one of her most 
cherished haunts. 

That news, when it reached London, filled the War 
Lords and the Merchants with consternation. Better a 
dozen victories of Napoleon over the Kings of Europe than 
this victory. England resolved to send an army into 
Portugal without a moment’s delay. 
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I would like the reader to take special note of this fact. 
For up till this time, though England had promised many 
armies to the Kings, she had sent scarcely a battalion. 
Up till this time, when Napoleon’s legions were marching 
to victory across every frontier, England’s best general, 
Wellington, was kept in India “ mopping up ” that great 
continent for the John Company. But Portugal was a 
very different proposition from Austria and Prussia. 
Portugal was a sea-land, an outer gateway of the Mediter- 
ranean, a most valuable means for getting English goods 
into Europe. Portugal must be defended. 

Napoleon had called on his ally Spain to help him to 
conquer Portugal. Meanwhile very strange events had 
been going forward in Spain itself. The King of Spain, 
Charles IV, was half-witted. The Queen of Spain had 
a lover, Emmanuel Godoy, called “ The Prince of the 
Peace,” who ruled the coimtry. She had also a son, 
Ferdinand, a worthless fellow who detested — ^not without 
reason — ^both his father and his mother but who — with 
excellent reason — detested Godoy much more than either 
father or mother. Ferdinand had already “ had a shot ” 
at seizing the crown for himself, but this shot of his had 
miscarried and the prodigal son was now in deep disgrace, 
subject to the imbecile rage of his father, the steady hatred 
of his mother, and the violent, cowardly spite of his 
mother’s paramour, Godoy. 

It was Godoy who had planned the scheme for striking 
Napoleon in the back during his last campaign. But now 
that victory had once more come to the Man of the Revo- 
lution, Godoy was full of flatteries and of fondness. He 
was not, however, full of activity; and he was utterly 
loathed and detested by the Spanish people. 

Napoleon decided that nothing whatever could be done 
with tliis miserable gang of rulers — a half-witted man, a 
violent woman, and an insolent and treacherous paramour. 
He resolved to fill Spain with his own troops in order to 
secure that — ^happen what might — she would assist him 
in his designs. He did this at the direct request of the 
half-witted King — ^who was terrified of his own son, 
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Ferdinand, and who had begged the Man of the Revolu- 
tion to protect him against his own son. The Spanisli 
people, too, welcomed the French soldiers as saviours, 
believing that they had come to put an end to the dis- 
graceful and scandalous “ reign ” of Godoy. 

Excitement boiled up and boiled over, and Godoy 
began to fear for his life. He advised the King and Queen 
to escape from the country, and he meant to escape with 
them. But liis advice came too late. A furious mob 
broke into his house and hunted him like a dog. Poor 
half-witted Charles was forced to abdicate and prodigal 
son Ferdinand was proclaimed King in his stead. 

And meanwhile Murat, Napoleon’s great cavalry leader, 
the husband of Caroline Bonaparte, had arrived in Madrid 
at the head of a French army, and to the accompaniment of 
the cheers and blessings of the Spaniards, who felt that, 
at last, thanks in great measure to these Frenchmen, thej’- 
had got rid of the vile Godoy and had obtained a 
“ respectable Prince ” as their King. Napoleon had no 
very great opinion of thi.s prodigal son and he determined 
not, in the meantime, to commit himself. He told Murat 
to stay where he was and not on any account to aclaiow- 
ledge Ferdinand as King. 

Meanwhile Ferdinand the Prodigal had written a private 
letter to Napoleon telling him that his father had ceased 
to reign and that his own, Ferdinand’s, reign had begun, 
and asking for the hand of a Bonaparte princess in 
marriage. Poor old feeble-minded Charles had written 
too, eomplaining bitterly of his wicked son, who had pulled 
the crown from his head, and begging the Man to come 
to Spain and set him back again on his throne. 

Napoleon, who was on his way to Italy to deal with the 
Pope and to see his brother Lucien, gave long and deep 
consideration to these letters. It W'as absolutely essential 
to his plan of subduing England that he should possess 
a strong and capable and, above all, a trustworthy friend 
in the King of Spain. Already Godoy had betrayed his 
friendship (and Godoy meant the Queen and poor King 
Charles). Could he trust Fedinand the Prodigal, even 



390 DEVIL AND DEEP SEA 

if Perdinanrl became the husband of, say, liiioien’s 
daughter ? 

The Sj)ani.sh Iloyal Eamily was Dourl)on, ol’ the same 
blood as the old Kings of TVance. It was Preach, not 
Spanish ; and it had been placed on the throne of Spain, a 
century before, by Louis XIV, the Great King, the builder 
of Versailles, in order to support France against England. 
Would any prince of the House of Bourbon remain true to 
that Revolution which had ruined the House of Bourbon ? 
The King of Naples, a brother of half-witted Charles of 
Spain, had already played false to his promise to France 
and, for playing false, had been driven from his throne. 

Napoleon laid these facts before Lucien, when they met 
in Mantua. It was years since these two brothers had had 
any dealings with each other, for Lucien had not forgiven 
Napoleon for not maldng more fuss about him, and 
Napoleon was angry with Lucien for having married, as his 
second wife, a divorced woman with a doubtful reputation, 
who had, notoriously, been his mistress before marriage. 

“ How can I do anything for you,” the Man demanded, 
“ while you remain the husband of this woman ? ” 

Lucien said that his choice of a wife was his own affair, 
and told Napoleon, in so many words, to go to the devil. 
But he wanted, nevertheless, to possess a kingdom, like 
Joseph (the King of Naples) and Louis (the King of 
Holland) and Jerome (the King of Westphalia). 

“ I will give you the Kingdom of Portugal,” said 
Napoleon, “ if you divorce this woman whom you have 
married.” 

“ No.” 

“ Then I can do nothing for you. No comitry in Europe 
would endure your wife as its Queen. I should not dare 
to ask any country to endure her.” 

Lucien was furious — as is not remarkable. They began 
to talk about other matters aird Napoleon mentioned the 
fact that Ferdinand the Prodigal of Spain was anxious to 
marry a Bonaparte princess. 

“ What about your daughter Charlotte ? ” 

She i". not “cnnrtompd to coTirt'',’’ 
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Nevertheless Napoleon wished to sec this girl, the 
daughter of a good mother (who had been able neither to 
read nor write) and wished to test her discretion and her 
ability. He persuaded Lucien to send her to Paris to stay 
with their mother and to take part in the gaieties of the 
Court. 

Then the brothers separated once more, coldly, yet not 
so unkindly as has often been stated. Napoleon turned 
his attention to the Pope, who had refused to shut his 
harbours to English ships. The Holy Father was bidden 
to “ render to Cossar the things that arc Casar’s ” or 
to make up his mind to the loss of his lands. The Pope 
refused to submit. Some of Ms lands were immediately 
occupied by French troops. He retaliated three months 
later, when Rome became a part of the New Italy, by 
pronouncing against Napoleon the excommunication of 
Holy Church. 

The news of tMs excommunication caused no excite- 
ment in France, where the spirit of the Revolution had set 
free the minds of men from the bondage of priests and 
priestcraft. But it was a very different matter in Spain 
where the people were steeped in ignorance and super- 
stition, where the Inquisition still flourished, and where the 
rule of priests and monks was universal and nearly absolute. 

All the hundreds of thousands of Spanish priests 
informed their flocks that Napoleon had raised his wicked 
hands against the Holy Ghost in the person of the Holy 
Father, and that this evil man had now been cursed with 
beU, book, and candle. It was a sin, from henceforth, to 
help Mm or to have any dealings with him. Good sons of 
the Church could only hold Mm and Ms infidel Frenchmen 
in loatMng and abhorrence. The people of Spain, who had 
so lately welcomed the French armies, began to shrink 
from them. 

And so King George IH found a new and a strange 
aUy ; that Catholic Church which he professed to hold in 
abhorrence and against even the most modest claims of 
which he had set Ms face — ^in England — ^like a flint. 
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CASTLlif; IN SPAIN 

Marie Walewski followed her lover to Paris and took a 
house there. And, strangely enough, Josephine became 
her friend. 

There hangs over this episode a cloud of darkness, 
but it is evident that Napoleon told his wife, who had 
never loved him, about the woman who had given him her 
love. Perhaps he knew that this frankness would have 
on Josephine the effect it did have — of making her very 
happy. 

For it was not the loss of Napoleon’s love which 
Josephine feared, but the loss of his companionship and 
of the position which wifehood gave her. She had never 
loved him ; and nothing is clearer than that she never 
came to love liim. But she admired him always and 
immeasurably ; and she imderstood him. His friendship 
was very precious to her, and she shrank with an almost 
physical terror from the idea of finding a rival to her 
throne. 

Marie had the supreme merit in Josephine’s eyes that 
she was ho rival to anything which Josephine valued. 
She was merely a woman who loved Napoleon and who, 
loving him, asked nothing in return for her love, neither 
social position nor money nor prolonged attention. More- 
over, Marie was a kind of insurance against the dreadful 
danger of a divorce and a second marriage. Marie was 
married. And in any case her position was not such that 
Napoleon could — though he considered the matter — ^have 
become her husband. 

Therefore Josephine welcomed the lovely Polish girl, 
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and made a friend of her. She seems to have done every- 
thing in her power’ to encourage Napoleon’s love for Mai’ie 
and Marie’s love for Napoleon — ^for there was nothing of 
the dog in the manger in poor Josephine’s character. She 
seems to have believed, too, that now, at last, the shadow 
of divorce was removed from her own life. She became 
cheerful once more and threw herself with all her old 
enthusiasm into the social life of the Court. And, as 
always, Napoleon gave her his friendship and his conBdence. 

“ Josephine,” he stated at St. Helena, “ never failed to 
accompany me on all my journeys ; neither fatigue nor 
privation could deter her from following me ; and she 
employed importunity and even artifice to gain her point. 

. . , If 1 stepped into my carriage at midnight, to set out 
on the longest journey, to my surprise I found Josephine 
all ready prepared, though I had no idea of her 
accompanying me. 

“ ‘ But,’ I would say to her, ‘ you cannot possibly go ; 
the journey is too long and will be too fatiguing for you.’ 

“ ‘ Not at all,’ she would reply. 

“ ‘ Besides, I must set out instantly.’ 

“ ‘ Well, I am quite ready.’ 

“ ‘ But you must take a great deal of luggage.’ 

“ ‘ Oh no, everything is packed up.’ 

“ And I was generSly obliged to yield. In a word, 
Josephine rendered her husband happy and constantly 
proved herself his sincerest friend. At all times and on all 
occasions she manifested the most perfect submission and 
devotedness ; and thus I shall never cease to remember 
her with tenderness and gratitude.” 

When Napoleon returned to Paris from his interview 
in Italy with Lucien, Lucien’s daughter Charlotte, 
“ Lolotte,” as she was called, arrived to be approved — or 
rejected — as the prospective wife of Ferdinand the Spanish 
Prodigal Son. It is sufficiently evident that Napoleon 
had no love of this idea of marrying his niece to a worthless 
' Royal- reprobate. He sent the girl to live with liis mother, 
and gave orders that her letters should be shown to him 
before being sent to their destination. From these 
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letters he intended to judge of Lolotte’s fitness to become 
Queen of Spain. 

A shock aAvaited him. The daughter of Lucicii tlic 
fire-eater had inherited all her father’s pungency of 
expression. The letters were full of bitiixg sarcasms about 
grandmother, uncles and aunts and cousins. Poor 
Letitia was described as a miser, and that was not the 
worst of the uncomplimentary remarks about her relatives 
wliich this young girl pennitted herself. Napoleon called 
a family council to decide whether or not Lolotte should 
be given to Ferdinand. He read extracts from some of 
the letters, with, Mereval says, a malicious glee — for there 
were places at which Lolotte’s views and those of her 
distinguished uncle coincided. It was agreed that Lolotte 
had been denied by Providence the tact and wisdom 
necessary to a Queen, and — ^greatly to her own delight — 
she was sent packing back to her father in Italy. Lucicn 
received her with joy and thankfulness. 

Lolotte having proved unequal to Queenship, Napoleon 
returned with a sense of relief to a plan which had been 
forming in his mind. Spain was essential to him if he 
were to compel England to make peace — ^for Spain holds 
the gateway of the Mediterranean. But there was 
absolutely nobody among the rulers of Spain whom he 
could trust . , . least of all perhaps Ferdinand. More- 
over the Spaniards were being hopelessly misgoverned. 
Spain was bankrupt, priest-ridden, down-trodden, and 
steeped in ignorance and superstition. The Man of 
France resolved to do over again what Louis XIV had 
done before him ; to give Spain a new King, his own 
brother, and to reform her government and her finances. 

He wished, though, to do tins with at least an appear- 
ance of legality — so as, if possible, to secure the support 
of the Spaniards for their new King. So he responded 
to the urgent request of poor half-witted King Charles 
and his Queen that he would come to their rescue and 
the rescue of Godoy, the Queen’s lover, by requesting the 
King and Queen to meet him at Bayonne on the French 
frontier. He sent orders at the same time, to his 
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brother-in-law, Murat, his Commander-in-Chief in Spain, 
to bring Godoy, under a safe escort (since the Spaniards 
longed to tear the fellow limb from limb), to the same 
rendezvous. 

And then, in peremptory language, he demanded of 
Ferdinand the Prodigal that he, too, should come to 
Bayonne. Napoleon carefully refrained from calling 
Ferdinand King, though Ferdinand now called himself 
King, and was so called by the whole Spanish nation. 

Ferdinand the Prodigal was not at all eager to go to 
Bayonne and meet Napoleon. But he saw that he had 
no choice in the mattei’, for Spain was full of French 
troops. N or were the Spaniards at all eager that Ferdinand 
should go, for the priests were already in full cry agamst 
the Man who had dared to “ rob ” the Pope and whom 
the Holy Father had excommunicated. Were there not 
French soldiers in Rome the Holy City 1 

The great mass of the Spanish common folk was en- 
tirely illiterate and completely under the dominion of the 
priests. A wave of religious fervour and fury began to 
sweep over Spain. Ferdinand, that worthless scoundrel, 
was portrayed to the people as a saviour, the man who 
had rid the country of his mother’s lover, Godoy ; Napoleon 
was portrayed as a veiy devil in human form. The 
priests, too, had the active support of King George and 
the English War Lords who were watching with the most 
feverish anxiety every move in the Spanish game. 

So violent were the feehngs which the priests had 
aroused that the inhabitants of the villages through 
which Ferdinand had to pass on his way to Bayonne 
actually tried to prevent their hero from continuing liis 
journey. 

In spite of these attempts, however, the prodigal son 
reached his destination — ^where Napoleon was already 
waiting for him. He saw, with bitter mortification, that 
he was received not as a King but merely as a Prince. 
That, as he knew, meant that Napoleon did not recognize 
his new Kingship. When, a little later, the big, old- 
fashioned travelling carriage which brought his father 



896 


CASTLES IN SPAIN 


and mother came lurching over the frontier, his worst 
fears were confirmed. Charles and the Queen were 
greeted by the French as reigning sovereigns. 

Napoleon received them as such, and the old couple 
literally fell on his neck. Their joy increased almost to 
fever-heat when Godoy — “ our friend ” — ^was restored 
to them. But their hatred of Perdinard the Prodigal 
was without bounds. The Queen of Spain actually begged 
Napoleon to pvt her son to death for having tried to seize 
his father's tiirone. Poor half-witted Charles brandished 
his walking-stick in Ferdinand’s face and threatened to 
assault him. Meanwhile Ferdinard, who saw that he had 
walked into the hands of his enemies, made a desperate 
attempt to save himself. He sent off letters to Madrid 
saying that he was betrayed, and he implored Napoleon 
to recognize him as King. 

Napoleon by this time knew his Ferdinand. He had 
come to Spain with but one object in view — ^peace with 
England, And Ferdinand would not help him to attain 
that object. On the contrary, Ferdinand would lead Spain 
away from France towards ihrance’s enemies. Napoleon 
had not a moment to lose. Unless he could force England 
to make peace immediately England, with her terrible 
stranglehold on European trade, would ruin him or compel 
him, at any rate, to fight new wars. It was this considera- 
tion which had caused him to take Rome from the Pope 
and so run the risk of setting the whole Catholic world 
against him ; it was this consideration which had caused 
him to humble Prussia in the dust and so run the risk of 
making martyrs of Frederick William and his lovely 
Queen and of rousing all Germany against him ; it was 
this cbnsidei’ation which had caused him to invade Portugal 
and run the risk of opening Portuguese America, and 
Spanish America too, to English commerce. It was, 
finally, this consideration which was directing his mind 
to the idea of the conquest of India undertaken jointly 
by Alexander of Russia and himself. England must be 
taught to fear war and seek peace or the Revolution — ^in 
a world filled with enemies both temporal and spiritual — • 
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was doomed. Even great, heroic France could not struggle 
for ever against such overwhelming odds. 

And so Ferdinand was ordered to cease calling himself 
King and to hand back the crown of Spain to his father. 
He had no choice but to obey. The moment he obeyed, 
poor Charles, who would not have re-crossed the Spanish 
frontier for any crown on earth, handed the crown to 
Napoleon, bidding him bestow it on whom he would. 
Rich pensions and estates in France were at once granted 
to Charles and his Queen and Godoy, and provision was 
made also for Ferdinand who, for the time being, was to 
become the guest of Talleyrand and to be amused with 
those things which most exactly met his taste — ^pre- 
sumably wine, women, and song. 

The news of this “ deal ” drove the blood from the face 
of every King in Europe. Which of them now could think 
himself safe ? What had happened to half-witted Charles 
might happen also, God Icnew, to George of England, to 
half-witted Gustavus of Sweden, to Alexander the son of 
Mad Paul. A yell of execration of the “ Corsican Ogre ” 
who dared to fight the Kings with their own weapons rang 
to the skies. The hearts of those who had just bombarded 
the women and children of Copenhagen with heavy guns, 
and who had stolen the entire Navy of Denmark, bled for 
Ferdinand, the disinheritor of his father and mother. 
The King who could not endure the idea that a Roman 
Catholic should, in England, possess equal rights with 
a Protestant, lamented the fate of his Holiness the Pope 
and the loss to the “ Scarlet Woman ” of her earthly 
sovereignty, and allied himself to the upholders of the 
Spanish Inquisition and the most ruthless priesthood on 
earth. The men who had proposed that Holland should 
be handed over to Prussia (in place of Hanover), who 
had meant to keep the sea-coast possessions of Denmark, 
who had consented to the seizing of all Northern Italy by 
Austria and of the free Republic of Genoa by the King 
of Sardinia, could not restrain their tears at the thought 
that the “ miserably poor, oppressed Spanish people ” 
(the phrase is that of an enemy of Napoleon) were about 
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to obtain a free constitution, a good government, just laws 
and religious toleration at the hands of a Bonaparte. 
What a fearful loss to Spain to lose half-witted Charles and 
Ferdinand 1 

Napoleon set his teeth and sent for Joseph from 
Naples. He told Joseph that he had decided to give him 
the tlnone of Spain. Cliarles gave Joseph his blessing. 
A new constitution for Spain was drawn up, wise and honest 
ministers — Spaniards — were chosen, and Joseph departed 
for Madrid. The vacaivt tlu’one of Naples, which Joseph 
had filled to the satisfaction of everybody, was given to 
Murat the ex-draper’s assistant, and his wife, Caroline 
Bonaparte. 

Napoleon had achieved his purpose without firing a 
shot. 



CHAPTER LIX 

DEEP UNTO DEEP 

Napoleon had not reckoned with the Spanish priests — 
that vast unseen army which, for centuries, had kept the 
minds of the Spanish people in bondage. Nor, perhaps, 
had he guessed that the fellow-countrymen of Raleigh and 
Drake, who had been the champions of Europe against 
the horrors of Spanish priestcraft and the Holy Inquisition 
would so easily forget their own glorious past. 

No sooner was Joseph entered into Madrid, in that July 
of the year 1808, than the Spaniards rushed to arms against 
him, and aU Spain became a seething mass of revolt. 
At a moment when almost the whole of the educated and 
enlightened opinion in Spain was favourable to the reforms 
of Napoleon and the cleansing of the corrupt and oppres- 
sive government of the Spanish Bourbons, wliich Joseph 
promised, the common folk, the wretched, down-trodden 
peasantry, rose up almost to a man to defend their 
oppressors and to fight for “ King ” Ferdinand. 

That tremendous rising is still called by most people 
an outburst of national feeling, of patiiotism, of hatred of 
foreign oppression. Those who use such language seem 
to forget that half-witted Charles and his Prodigal Son 
were' not Spaniards but Frenchmen whom a French King 
had forced, only about a century before, on the Spanish 
nation for the benefit of France. They seem to forget, 
too, that the Spanish peasantry was the most ignorant in 
Europe. Reading and writing were almost unknown, and 
the sole source of information and of opinion was the 
priesthood. Napoleon’s reforms were a danger to the 
Roman Catholic Church in Spain. They threatened to 
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set free from religious bondage a great people, and to give 
that people decent conditions of life — ^the kind of con- 
ditions which France enjoyed and which England enjoyed. 
Priestcraft was stirred to its muddy deeps. 

And before the end of that July, in which he had come 
as King to Madrid, Joseph was compelled to flee away 
again — to flee for liis life. Before the end of the autumn 
a British army under Wellington had severely defeated 
the French in Portugal and a French army of 20,000 men 
had surrendered to the Spaniards at Baylen in Spain. 

So many disasters, coming so swiftly, filled Napoleon, 
who was returning with Josephine to Paris by way of the 
French ports, with dismay. Suddenly, there was revealed 
to him the tremendous power which the Spanish priest- 
hood possessed over the Spanish people. He saw that he 
was faced not with a war agaiivst a King only, but with 
a war against those who claimed to be the soldiers of 
the King of Kings. He saw too late that the disasters 
in Spain would fill all the Kings with now hope and new 
courage. 

These disasters must be remedied at once, Bvt to 
remedy them it would be necessary to bring bade the Grand 
Army from Poland and Prussia and Germany. There 
was the real disaster. For once his armies had marched 
away to Spain, the Kings would certainly raise their heads 
again — ^Francis of Austria, Frederick William of Prussia, 
perhaps even his so-called friend Alexander of Russia. 
In seeking peace with England Napoleon had found a new 
war with Europe. 

He did not quail ; he did not he.sitatc. There was no 
thought in his mind of compromise or of the surrender of 
the least jot or tittle of the greatness of Revolutionary 
France or of the principles of the Revolution. Come what 
might, the Man of the Revolution would pursue his unvary- 
ing policy and adhere to his plan. 

It was necessary, though, to find out exactly what was 
in the mind of Alexander of Russia. When he got back 
to Paris Napoleon asked Alexander to meet him as soon 
as possible. Alexander, who was busy conquering Finland, 
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agreed at once. The town of Erfurt was chosen as the 
scene of the interview. Napoleon deteimined that that 
meeting should, by its importance and its magnificence, 
wipe out the memoiy of the defeats in Spain. After all, 
it was not he himself who had been defeated. If the 
world saw that Alexander and he remained friends the 
world would still fear to attack him. And while it still 
feared, he would rush back to Spain and, in person, bring 
the priests and their poor dupes to submission. He 
would, too, drive the English army in Portugal into the 
sea. 

And so the preparations for the meeting at Erfurt 
were made on a scale to amaze and stagger Europe. All 
the new Kings of the “ League of Friendship ” were 
invited to be present, masses of picked troops were brought 
to the little German town, actors and actresses came 
from Paris to present the greatest plays in French 
literature; an endless series of ffetes and parties was 
arranged. 

Alexander arrived in great good humour, for he had 
come to get, rather than to give, and “ this Spanish 
business " made him feel pretty sure that he would obtain 
what he wanted, Napoleon was not now quite so strong 
as he had been a year ago on the raft at Tilsit. And, since 
then, Alexander had laid his hands firmly on Finland which 
he hoped soon to possess. His mind was set now on 
Turkey. He had calculated aU the chances. If he made 
friends with Frederick William of Prussia and Francis of 
Austria he might manage to defeat Napoleon, but he 
would not get Turkey — because Francis would never 
consent to that. So his best plan was to keep up the 
friendship, begun on the raft, for a little longer, until his 
ambitions were completely satisfied. It would be time 
enough, after that, to settle accounts with tlie Man of the 
Revolution, What might happen in Spain, in the interval, 
could not affect Russia very much. 

Alexander’s decision came as a sore blow to Frederick 
William and Francis, both of whom were secretly preparing 
new armies to make war on Napoleon. But the worthy 
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Alexander did his best to reassure these good Kings as to 
his real intentions. Frederick William's Minister, the 
great Stein, felt sure, after .seeing the Russian Emperor 
on his way to meet Napoleon, that Alexander “ was simply 
biding his time before, taking action against France.” 

From Erfurt itself Alexander wrote to his mother, 
who detested Napoleon and hated the idea of the Erfurt 
meeting ; 

“ What other means has Russia of maintaining the 
alliance (imavoidable and necessary for me) with the 
dreadful Colossus, than by falling in with his ideas for 
the time being and showing him that he can prosecute his 
plans without distrust ? All our efforts must be directed 
towards obtaining a free breathing time and working, in the 
greatest secrecy, to increase our forces.” 

Here was the truth. Having confessed it to his mother 
Alexander prepared to remove from Napoleon’s mind any 
“ distrust ” which might linger there. 

Napoleon came to Erfurt in the big travelling-carriage 
with the Normandy horses, and surrounded by his Life 
Guards ; and, as the cavalcade went jingling through the 
sunny, October villages of France, men shouted their 
blessings and women cast their offerings of flowers. There 
were triumplial arches here and there — ^though the Man 
had forbidden them. He had, with him, in his carriage, 
only Berthier, his Chief of Staff, to whom he might open his 
mind freely. When he reached Erfurt he mounted a horse 
and rode off, surrounded by his Guard, to meet Alexander. 
The arrangements had been well made, for, at a short 
distance from the town, the travelling-carriage, of the 
Russian Emperor, surrounded by his Guard, was sighted. 

The carriage came to a standstill. Alexander, smiling 
and benevolent, stepped into the roadway. The two 
“ friends ” embraced one another. Then Napoleon indi- 
cated a beautiful horse, saddled in the Russian fashion, 
which he begged Alexander to accept. They mounted 
and rode back to Erfurt to the sound of thundering cannon, 
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clanging joy-bells, and rolling drums. When they passed 
along the lines of the guard of honour the soldiers forgot 
their discipline and shouted, “ Long live the Emperors ! ” 

From that moment the “ friends ” lived, apparently, 
only for one another. They worked together, they rode 
together, they hunted together — on the actual battle- 
field of Jena ; together they attended all the fetes and 
junketings. One night, at the theatre, when Voltaire’s 
CEdipe was being played, and when the famous Talma 
uttered the words, “ Tlie friendship of a great man is a 
boon from the gods” Alexander rose in his seat in the 
royal box and held out his hands to Napoleon who rose 
also and took them, while the audience of Kings and 
Princes cheered and clapped their hands. 

Behind the scenes the same cordiality prevailed. 
Alexander promised to make another attempt to induce 
England to turn to peace. N apolcon agreed that Alexander 
should take what he could get in Turkey — ^but not Con- 
stantinople. He would not hear of Constantinople being 
taken by Russia because, then, Russia and England would 
be able to mute their forces in the Mediterranean. 
Alexander sulked a little but did not press the point — 
was he not meeting Talleyrand, Napoleon’s Foreign 
Minister, secretly, every night, at a mutual friend’s house, 
and hearing from that traitor all Napoleon’s plans and 
hopes and fears ? 

Napoleon undoubtedly suspected something of the 
truth about this royal Mr. Facing-both-Ways ; but he 
did not, certainly, suspect the whole truth. A little of 
his trust was still reposed in princes. And so, one day, 
when Alexander had seemed more distant than usual, he 
said to Talleyrand : 

“ Do you know why no one openly goes with me ? 
Because I have no children and they think that France, as 
it is at present, will only last my lifetime. That is the 
secret of all that is happening here. Hence my career 
demands my divorce, for I have no successor and Joseph 
counts for nothing as he has only daughters. I must found 
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a dynasty, and I can only do so by marrying a princess 
belonging to one of the reigning houses of Europe.” 

Poor Napoleon 1 Even he could not fully understand 
the hatred which the Kings bore him. Even he had his 
moments of illusion when he forgot that blue blood has no 
dealings with red, and that princes have seldom felt them- 
selves bound to keep faith or fricndsliip with common 
men. Alexander’s charm of manner did not flag — even 
when it was gently hinted to him that he might, perhaps, 
Iiave Napoleon for a brother-in-law ; but he showed no 
enthusiasm for that proposal, saying that, in such a matter, 
he must abide by the will of liis mother. And at night, 
secretly, the traitor Talleyrand, who had dropped the hint 
in obedience to his Master’s orders, made light of it, 
telling Alexander that Napoleon was no longer the Man of 
Prance but a tryant of whom Europe would be well 
rid. Talleyrand, after ail, belonged to tlie Old Nobility. 
More and more the Man of the Revolution found himself 
alone in a world which knew liim not. 

In spite of his illusions, that idea must sometimes have 
haunted his mind, for it is on record that, at Erfurt, he paid 
less defei’ence to the princes than to the literary men who 
had been invited to meet him. Goethe was there, and 
when he was presented, Napoleon cried : 

“ Oh, here is a man 1 ” 

They witnessed together Voltaire’s tragedy the Mori 
de Cesar. Napoleon said to Goethe ; 

“ You should write a play giving a loftier and more 
imposing picture of Csescn-’s death than Voltaire has 
achieved. The world should be made to see that Csesar 
would have made it prosperous and that things would have 
been quite different had he only been given time to complete 
his noble plans. Such a tragedy would be a lesson alike to 
Kings and nations.” 

Goethe had actually planned a tragedy on those very 
lines, and was filled with wonder and delight. He told 
Napoleon what he thought and felt. 

“ Come to Paris,” the Man invited. “ I request you 
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personally. There you will find a wider outlook and 
abundant material for your poems.” 

Goethe did not come to Paris, but, to quote Fournier, 
“ He never wavered in his admiration of the Emperor’s 
greatness.” 

I find pleasure in the thought that the author of 
Faust was able to see that which was hidden from all the 
Kings. Deep truly called unto deep. 



CIlAPTEll LX 

“MY LITTLE CONSCUH'TS AND MY LONG BOOTS” 

The fcas tings came to an end, and the travelling-carriages 
were summoned once more. Napoleon and Alexander 
embraced one another for the last time on this earth. 
The big Normandy horses went jingling back through the 
vineyards of France to Paris. 

The Man had small reason to be pleased with the 
result of his meeting ; but, at least, he had postponed the 
evil day of war. Time was given him, now, to pursue his 
plan for a lasting peace with England. 

Already some of his finest troops had been ordered to 
go to Spain. He followed them, after spending a few days 
in Paris transacting, at feverish speed, the afCaii’s of his 
Empire. Once again the big carriage rolled away from 
the capital towards the frontiers of France. 

And once again victory east her laurels at Napoleon’s 
feet. In a single month the Spanish Army, that creation 
of a furious priesthood, was destroyed. The Man arrived 
at the gates of Madrid. On December 4, 1808, the capital 
of Spain sun’endered to him. He did not enter the city, 
because he did not wish to appear as a conqueror. He 
came, on the contrary, as a liberator and a deliverer. 
On the same day the Spanish Inquisition was abolished 
and its lands declared to be national property; all the 
rights of the landlords of Spain over* the common folk 
were done away with ; the monastei'ics were reduced to 
one-third of their number. Thus, that terrible hand which 
had not spared the Pope liimself, fell with crushing force 
on the priesthood whicli had defied its power. The 
Spaniards were told that they might choose between the 

4011 ' 
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kindly rule of Joseph or the iron discipline of the 
Conqueror. 

“ It rests with yourselves,” Napoleon declared, “ to 
determine whether this Constitution shall henceforth be 
your law. But if all my efforts prove vain, and if you do 
not justify my confidence, then I have no choice left but 
to treat you as a conquered province and find another 
throne for my brother. I shall then place the crown of 
Spain on my own head and I shall find means to make it 
respected by the unruly, for God has given me both tlic 
strength and the will to conquer all obstacles.” 

His boldness had its reward. In Madrid citizens, 
officials, and even priests took the oath of allegiance to 
King Joseph. Napoleon’s work appeared to be finished 
so far as the Spanish Army was concerned. 

But there remained the British Army, under the 
command of Sir John Moore, which was operating from 
Portugal. Once again the Man of the Ilcvolutioii rushed 
upon his foes. Mountains and turgid December streams 
were crossed in a march which scarcely ceased day or night. 
And, as usual, when his cavalry men were compelled to 
dismount and lead their horses, because of .the difficulty 
of the going, the Man dismounted also and shared with 
his beloved soldiers all their hardships and all their dangers. 
Sir John Moore, however, had had timely warning of the 
avalanche descending on him and had begun his glorious 
retreat to Corunna. Thanlcs to his admirable generalship 
he managed to draw off his forces without being compelled 
to give battle until he reached the coast. 

And meanwhile,- before the coast was reached, Napoleon 
had received a heavy blow. News came to him from 
Paris that a plot was hatching there against him, a plot 
in which the prime movers were Talleyrand and Fouchd, 
liis trusted ministers, and in which, actually, Francis of 
Austria seemed to have a finger. 

Instantly the Man handed over the command of his 
army and set out for his capital. The pursuit of Sir John 
Moore was continued by Marshal Soult, who, however, did 
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not succeed in preventing that gallant Englishman from 
getting his troops on board ship. But Sir John Moore 
himself was struck down in one of the final encounters. 
And so 


“ We buried him darkly, at dead of night, 

The sods with onr bayonets turning, 

By the struggling moonbeams’ misty light 
And the lantern dimly burning.” 

Napoleon, accompanied only by an aide-de-camp, 
galloped on horseback back to Paris. While yet they 
supposed that he was hundreds of miles away, the plotters 
found themselves face to face with the Man against whom 
they were plotting. Napoleon sent for Talleyrand and 
demanded an explanation. And when no satisfactory 
explanation was forthcoming his wrath broke like lightning 
from heavy skies : 

“ You are a tliief,” Napoleon cried. “ A blackguard 
to whom nothing is sacred. You would sell your own 
father. I have loaded you with gifts and yet there is 
nothing you are not capable of doing against me. For 
months past, while you thought my affairs in Spain were 
looking bad, you have told every one, who would listen 
to you, that you always disapproved of the enterprise, 
whereas it was you who first suggested it and constantly 
urged me on. Who was it but you who betrayed to me the 
hiding-place of that unfortunate young man [the Duke 
of Enghien] ’? Who was it that advised me to be severe 
with him ? Now I have it iu my power to crush you like 
glass, but I despise you too thoroughly to take that 
trouble.” 

Talleyrand, as he retired, was heard to refnark : 
“ What a pity so great a man should have been so badly 
brought up 1 ” 

Every word which Napoleon spoke was true. And 
much more might have been added — ^the betrayal of 
Napoleon’s plans to Alexander at Erfurt, for example. 
Unhappily the mischief was done. Talleyrand’s treachery 
had fatally encouraeed Francis of Austria who had just 
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received from his Ambassador in Paris, the famous 
Metternich, a letter declaring : 

“ We have at last reached the time when allies seem to 
offer themselves from the very heart of the French Empire. 
And these allies are not low, contemptible intriguers. 
Men worthy to represent their nation request our support, 
and this support is to our own interests and that of 
posterity. . . .” 

“ Bequest our support J ” So Tallc3a‘and, Napoleon’s 
chief minister, had gone over to the side of the Kings 
and the “ Glittering Beings,” and all because the tide of 
success had seemed to be turning. Napoleon was face 
to face, now, with the stm'k truth that it was not the 
Revolution, nor yet himself, which most of those who 
surrounded him cared for, but only their own fortunes and 
their own skins. They had actually been urging Francis 
of Austria to make a new war on France at the moment 
when the Man of France had his hands so full in Spain 1 

The new war came rashing on reckless feet. Once 
again, in April 1809, Francis of Austria led his armies 
against Napoleon. On April 12, at eight o’clock at night, 
a message sent by the “ signal telegraph ” was delivered 
at the Tuileries. It was received by Napoleon’s aide-de- 
camp. Napoleon himself had gone to bed and was sleep- 
ing. At ten o’clock he was wakened euid read the message 
which told him that the Austrian Army had crossed the 
frontier’. At four o’clock in the morning the travelling- 
cari'iage stood in the courtyard of the palace, and the 
Normandy horses made ready for another journey. 
Josephine, too, was ready. 

” I am leaving my best troops with Joseph [in Spain],” 
wrote Napoleon, “ and am starting alone for Vienna with 
my little conscripts, my irame, and my long boots.” 

When the day broke, his carriage was rolling out across 
the plains of France, a little speck on the long pale ribbon 
of the highway. Four days later the grey riding-coat and 
the cocked hat were seen for the first time by thousands 
of French lads, many of them only eighteen years of age, 
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who had just been called up to the colours. And the mere 
sight of that familiar figure made, of these boys, soldiers 
the most redoubtable and the most gallant in Europe. 

And once again the tide of victory rushed and roared 
down the valley of the Danube to Vienna. On April 18, 
Napoleon learned of a fatal mistake which his enemies 
had made, and saw that they were delivered into his hand. 

“ He drew himself up, his eye flashed, and with a joy 
which betrayed itself in glance, voice, and gesture, he 
exclaimed : ‘ Then I have them I Their army is lost ! 
We shall be at Vienna in a month.’ » 

“ He was wrong,” conunents Pournier ; “ he was there 
in three weeks.” 

In those three weeks a breathless world licard the names 
of Landshut and Eckmuhl and Ratisbon. Less than a 
fortnight later a world, which could scarcely believe the 
news, heard that Napoleon had been defeated by the 
Archduke Charles of Austria in trying to cross the Danube 
between the villages of Aspern and Essling, near Vienna. 

Napoleon defeated 1 Hut in that case the long night- 
mare of the Kings was ended at last. ... 

The jubilations were short-lived. Napoleon had been 
checked rather than defeated, and not, solely, by the 
Austriairs. The bridges which he had built over the 
Danube had been swept away behind him by sudden 
floods and by devices of the enemy, cutting his army in 
two and preventing the sending of reinforcements. In 
spite of this he had managed to get most of his army back 
to the island in the great river from which the attack had 
been launched. 

But the gallant Lannes, the dearest to him of all his 
Marshals, had paid with his life for his heroism between 
the fatal villages. The Man held his dying friend in his 
arms for a time endeavouring to comfort him. Then he 
sat down, alone, at a table where some food had been 
spread. 

“He remained motionless, silent, his eyes fixed in a 
rigid stare, till, at last, the tears welled up and suffused 

tfiPTn.” 
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Five weeks later the crossing of the Danube was 
achieved by the French Army. On the next day, on the 
field of Wagram (July 5 and 6), Napoleon smote the 
Austrians hip and thigh and, with one mighty stroke, 
brought the campaign to an end. 

The “ little conscripts and the long boots ” had 
triumphed after all. 


END OE BOOK IV 
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“THE OPPRESSOR” 

" In me they are combating the Revolution.” 

Napoleon In 1815, 
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CHAPTER LXl 

“DEATH TO THE TYllANT!" 

Josephine loved the Normandy horses and the rush and 
thrill of those midnight departures, out of sleeping Paris to 
the broad highways of France. She loved to sit beside 
the Man of Battles as he went forth to new prodigies and 
new triumphs. She loved to post herself somewhere in 
the rear of the armies, amid the tremendoas whirlpool 
of war, and hear men call her again, as in the old days, 
“ Our Lady of Victory.” 

That craving for excitement on the greatest scale which 
the world has ever provided it had brought her to Strass- 
bvug with Napoleon. From there, when she had had enough 
of the rare vintage, she went, once again, to Plombi^res to 
take the waters, and to consult, night after night, the 
cards of destiny. Would Napoleon be persuaded, after 
all, to divorce her ? Plombi^res held so many bitter 
memories, for these waters were reputed to be the surest of 
all Nature’s means of fortifying the body for motherhood. 
That dream might be dismissed now ; even the malicious 
tongues of Paris would scarcely suggest that a woman of 
forty-six had not abandoned her last hopes. 

And, meanwhile, another travelling-carriage was 
bringing another woman amoss the plains of Prance to 
Strassburg and Vienna. Marie Walewski had received from 
her lover a summons to join him in the palace of Francis 
of Austria, to which he had gone after his victory of 
Wagram and where he meant to stay until the treaty of 
peace with Austria was drawn up and signed. 

The Polish girl needed no urging to rush to the side of 
the man of her heart. Nor did she ask or desire anything 
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but his love. While Josephine searched bitterly, and with 
endless weeping, for assurance that she would not be 
removed from her place as the first woman in France, 
Marie was content to hold no position at all except that of 
the slave of a generous and loving heait. She came to the 
lovely Palace of Schoenbrunn while still the spell of the 
campaign, which had just ended, held every mind in thrall. 
Never, men said, had Napoleon’s genius as a soldier shone 
with so bright a flame. Never had the difference between 
him and all his imitators been more clearly manifested. 

“ The Emperor,” wrote Napier long afterwards, 
“ journeying day and night . . . arrived at the very 
hour when his lieutenant [Bgrthier] was on the point of 
consummating the ruin of the army. But then was seen 
the supernatural force of Napoleon’s genius. In a few 
hours he changed the aspect of affahs, and in a few days, 
malgrd their immense number, his enemies, baffled and 
flying in all directions, proclaimed his mastery in an art 
which, up to that moment, was impei’fcct; for never, 
since troops first trod a field of battle, was such a display 
of military genius made by man.” 

Marie learned, though, that Napoleon had been 
wounded in one of the actions. She was told that, while 
he was seated on the ground watching his troops attacking 
the town of Ratisbon, a bullet struck him on the right 
ankle. The news had filled his soldiers with such dismay 
that they came crowding roxind him, forgetful of everything 
else. He had had to mount a horse and ride out among 
them to calm their fears. 

Supposing that Napoleon had been killed ! . . . 

That supposition, the Polish girl soon found, was 
present to the mind of everybody connected with the Man. 
Everybody repeated to everybody else that the safety of 
France, and her freedom, depended on a single human 
life — since Napoleon had no direct heir. The whole world, 
too, it was pointed out, was filled with Napoleon’s enemies. 
The nations were beginning to join the Kings in their 
hatred of France ; to-morrow or the next day some 
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I'anatical Austrian or German or Russian might feel himself 
impelled to play an assassin’s part. 

There can be little doubt that these anxieties preyed on 
Marie’s mind. Nor was there any mind better qualified 
than hers to measure their substance. Marie Walewsld 
was a Pole, the daughter of an embittered race which 
awaited with undying hope the hour of its salvation. She 
knew only too well that peoples who believe themselves 
to be oppressed are eternally dangerous, and she could 
see that half the people of Europe had begun to regard 
Napoleon as their oppressor. She heard, too, that it had 
been touch-and-go during the late war whether or not 
Frederick William of Prussia joined forces with the 
Austrians. Only the fact of Alexandei‘’s friendship with 
Napoleon had prevented that co-operation ; and what was 
Alexander’s friendship worth ? Alexander, it is true, had 
made a show of fulfilling his promise, given at Erfurt, 
to send an army to help Napoleon if Austria attacked him. 
But this army had not arrived and it had not, anywhere, 
engaged the enemy. 

The woman who loved Napoleon must have seen that 
immense, new danger's threatened him, and the woman 
who loved Poland must have seen that, if her lover suc- 
cumbed to these dangers, the high hopes of her native land 
would be ruined. Marie’s love was selfless, and so I think 
that, before she had been long at Schoenbrunu, she had 
joined her voice to those who urged on Napoleon the 
necessity of a royal marriage. 

A royal marriage would disarm the hatred of the peoples, 
who would see in it a sign that the Conqueror desired 
peace rather than war, and it might soften towards him 
the hatred of the Kings. Moreover it would, if heirs were 
born, turn away from him the daggers of assassins. How 
great this last danger had become, everybody knew. Paris 
was seething with plots and Vierma was soon to discover, 
in the person of the youth Staps, proof that the German 
secret societies were as powerful as they were ubiquitous. 

Be that as it may, it was at Schoenbrunn, during those 
summer days in which he had Marie Walewski always by 
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his side, that Napoleon decided, finally, to obtain a divorce 
from Josephine. 

It was a decision to which he came with very great 
reluctance both on personal and on public grounds — ^for 
Josephine was a part of his life and also, in a sense, a part of 
the Revolution. To seek marriage with a King’s daughter 
was, perhaps, to admit that the throne of the common 
folk needed support other than its own strength. It was 
asking a truce from blue blood. Yet Napoleon was always 
practical. He knew that France could not go on fighting 
for ever and he knew that the longing for peace and rest 
in France was very great. A marriage which gave him an 
lieir would give the Revolution new hope and new security. 
It might even influence the War Lords of England to turn 
towards peace. The War Lords had refused Alexander of 
Russia’s request, proffered anew after the meeting at 
Erfurt, that a reconciliation between themselves and 
Napoleon might be considered. They knew, as a matter 
of certainty, that Alexander was not sincere in his peace- 
making. And, moreover, they had their own interests in 
Spain to think about. King George replied to Alexander 
that, though he was bound to the Spaniards by no treaty, 
yet he had “ contracted with this nation, before the whole 
world, sacred engagements which, in his opinion, bound 
him as strongly as tlie most solemn treaties.” 

The nature of these “ sacred engagements ” was not 
specified. B\it the meaning was clear enough — ^no talk 
of peace till King Joseph had retired from the field in 
favour of Ferdinand the Prodigal Son, the Holy Inquisition, 
and the priests. For these latter, whatever their faults, 
would not seek to lay their hands on Gibraltar. 

The War Lords, too, had sent an immense expedition to 
Holland to try to win back that country from the French. 
Rut the expedition had been devoured by fever — and 
ineptitude — on the island of Waichcren, and was already 
the subject of bitter mirth in London. Indeed, it was 
said that its failure was the cause of the duel which was 
fought between Canning and Castlereagh. This failure 
and the unmerited disasters which were now attending 
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Wellington’s most glorious army in Spain — “ We are here 
worse off than in a hostile country,” wrote Wellington. 
“ Never was an army so ill-used. We bad no assistance 
from the Spanish Army ! ” — ^might be additional reasons, 
if Napoleon got an heir, for bringing the war by sea to 
an end. 

And so Napoleon, having made peace with Fi’ancis of 
Austria, bade the woman who loved liim good-bye and set 
his face to return to Paris. Marie was going back to 
Poland. The Man was anxious and preoccupied and not 
even the demonstrations of love wliich greeted him on the 
French frontiers could dispel his heaviness. For liis eyes 
saw beyond the present glory to the future darkness. The 
Pope had just excommunicated liim and all his for the 
second time, and, though the Holy Father had paid for 
this boldness with the loss of his liberty, yet the fact of 
a war with all the priests was ominous. The Kings were 
merely, as Metteniich said; “ tacking and turning and 
flattering ” in order to gain time “ until the day of general 
deliverance.” The friends of the “ Glittering Beings ” at 
home had already begun to imdermine deeply the founda- 
tions of the Revolution. Even the Generals, grown rich 
and too prosperous, had begun to cast their eyes towards 
the days of ease. 

And then there was the affair of the boy Staps. 
Napoleon, liis faithful Meneval has recorded, was deeply 
moved by that seemingly iaivial incident. Meneval thus 
describes it : 

“ One day in October, at Schoenbrulm, while the troops 
were marching before him at noonday parade, a young 
man tried to approach the Emperor. This person held a 
paper in his hands which was thought to be a petition. 
He was told to hand it to the aide-de-camp in attendance, 
who was General Rapp, but he answered that he wished 
to speak to Napoleon. . . . 

“ The General ordered him to be arrested and taken to 
the Castle. It was soon known that a large kitchen knife 
had been found on this yotmg man who was a student of 
the University of Erfurt. Asked as to what he intended 
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to do with this knife he had no hesitation in declaring that 
he wanted to kill Napoleon. 

“ Informed of this fact, the Emperor, on his return to 
the Castle, ordered that the young man should be brought 
into the drawing-room where the Prince of Neufchatel 
[Berthier] Bernadette, and Generals Duroc and Savary 
were present. Staps approached the Emperor with a 
respectful but determined air. He admitted to Napoleon 
that he had come with the intention of killing him, although 
the Erench sovereign had done him, personally, no harm. 
He declared that he had the conviction that, in killing the 
Emperor, he should render a great service to his country 
and to Europe, and added that he was neither ill nor mad 
and that he had spoken of his plan to nobody. 

“ Napoleon had Dr. Corvoisart, who was then at 
Schoenbrunn, sent for and asked him if he could not find 
any traces of madness in this young man. The doctor 
felt his pulse and declared that he could not And any 
symptoms of mental alienation in him. 

“ Napoleon, struck by this fanaticism and touched with 
pity for this precocious murderer, offered to pardon him 
if he would express his regret for the odious act which he 
had wished to commit. 

“ Steps rejected any idea of pardon and said that he 
regretted bitterly that he had not been able to carry out 
his plan. 

“ ‘ But,’ said Napoleon, ‘ yoxi have a family whose ruin 
you will cause. You will fill the heart of the young girl 
who loves you with despair. If I grant you your life, will 
you be grateful to me for it ? ’ 

“ ‘ I will kill you none the less.’ 

“ The Emperor gave orders that he should be removed, 
hoping that this young madman would express his repent- 
ance and make some revelations. Staps remained three 
days without eating and as impassive as ever. 

4< Ht 4: Hi 

“ He walked on foot to the place of execution crying, 
‘ Long live Germany 1 Death to the Tyrant ! ’ Napoleon 
heard of his execution while on his way from Vienna. . . .” 

“ Death to the Tyrant 1 ” How terribly that brave cry 
must have rung in the ears of Paoli’s man — even though 
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he had gone out of his way to save the lad from court- 
martial and death. So it was not only the Kings now who 
were his enemies ; the peoples also were arra 5 dng them- 
selves against him. Could he doubt that there were 
thousands of other young Germans who felt as Staps had 
felt, of young Prussians also, and young Russians and 
young Spaniards and young Englishmen 1 The Kings by 
forcing him to engage in endless warfare had made of him 
a figure of oppression. 

And this was happening at the very moment when the 
spirit of the Revolution, the spirit of Nationhood and of 
free manhood, was being spread by the French armies all 
over Europe. By a strange and tragic irony the struggle 
to save the spirit of the Revolution was transfiguring the 
most deadly enemies of that spirit, the Kings, making of 
them, in spite of themselves, the leaders of oppressed 
peoples and actually anointing them with the devotion of 
the common folk. 

The Man of the Revolution, he whose ceaseless labour 
and coinage and superhuman genius alone had secured the 
spirit of the Revolution to Europe, he who had smitten 
these Kings in the name and for the sake of the common 
folk, saw himself becoming, in men’s eyes, the enemy of 
that freedom which he had made, “ a tyrant,” a monster. 

As the Normandy horses went jingling towards Paris, 
Napoleon must have experienced strange and terrible 
thoughts. Had he not just beheld a gang of men, chained 
together, working in the gardens which one of his new 
Kings — ^the King of Wiirtemberg — ^was laying out and 
been told that the crime these men had committed was 
rebellion against this new Kingsliip 1 

General Rapp, who shared the big travelling-carriage on 
this occasion with Napoleon, says that, during the journey, 
the Man referred again and again to the “ unfortunate 
wretches ” whom he had seen in the royal garden. He 
declared : 

“ The King of Wiirtemberg is a very harsh man ; but 
he is very faithful. Of all the sovereigns in Europe he 
possesses the greatest share of understanding.” 
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It is possible, I think, to read into these words the dis- 
may which the effects of his own plans were causing Napo- 
leon at this moment. To thinJe that common men, tchose 
only sin teas patriotism, should toorJe in chains, in a King's 
garden, because of Mm, the Emperor of the common fdk, 
the man who, at Vienna, had just given the poor permission to 
gather their winter fuel in the Imperial forests. 

The Normandy horses came to Fontainebleau and 
Napoleon stepped down from his carriage in the Court of 
the White Horse. He glanced about him. There were no 
guards on duty, there were no servants at the doors. Had 
his arrival, then, not been announeed ? 

And why had not .Toscphinc come to meet him ? 
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Josephine came to Fontainebleau. But several days 
passed before Napoleon could bring himself to tell her 
about the decision which he had reached. He was moody 
and silent ; she nervous and distraught. 

On the last day of November 1809 they dined together. 
Scarcely a word was spoken. Then, immediately after 
dinner, the Man bade his wife come with him to his work- 
room. He shut the door behind her and, according to her 
own account of the event, she saw that his face was set, 
like the face of a statue. 

“ Jo.sephine, my dear Josephine,” he said gently, “ you 
know how much I have loved you ; that to you, to you 
alone, I owe the little happiness I have experienced in this 
world. But, Josephine, my destiny is more powerful tlian 
my will ; my dearest affections must yield to the interests 
of France. . . .” 

He paused. Josephine put out her hands for support. 
She murmured : ' 

“ No more. I have known. I understand. . . 

And then she swayed on her feet and sank to the floor. 

“ Suddenly,” declares M. de Bausset, who had been on 
duty in the dining-room, “ I heard loud cries proceeding 
from the Emperor’s drawing-room and emitted by the 
Empress Josephine. The usher, thinking that she was 
fll, was about to open the door, but I prevented him, 
saying that the Emperor would call for help if he thought 
right. I was standing near the door when Napoleon opened 
it, and perceiving me said hastily : 
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“ ‘ Come in, Bausset, and shut the door,’ 

“ r entered the drawing-room and saw the Empress 
lying on the floor uttering piercing cries ; 

” ‘ T shall not survive it ! ’ she kept repeating. 

“Napoleon said to me: 

“ ‘ Are you strong enough to lift Josepliinc and carry 
her to her apartments by the private staircase com- 
municating -with her room so that she may have all the 
care and attention her state requires ? ’ 

“ With Napoleon’s help I raised her in my arms, and 
he, taking a candlestick off the table, lighted me and opened 
the door of the drawing-room. When we reached the head 
of the staircase, I pointed out to him that it was too narrow 
for me to carry her down without running the risk of a fall. 
Napoleon called an attendant, gave him the candle, and 
himself took hold of Josephine’s legs to help me to descend 
more gently. When she felt the efforts I was making to 
save myself from falling she said in a low voice : 

“ ‘ You arc holding me too tightly.’ 

“ I then saw that I need be under no uneasiness as to 
her health and that she had not lost consciousness for a 
moment. The Emperor’s agitation and anxiety were 
extreme. In his trouble he told me the cause of aU that 
had occurred. His words came out with difficulty and 
without sequence j his voice was choked and his eyes were 
full of tears. . . . The whole scene did not last more than 
seven or eight minutes. Napoleon sent instantly to fetch 
Corvoisart [his doctor], Queen Hortense, Cambaedrfes and 
Foueh^, and before returning to his own room he went to 
assure himself of Josephine’s state and found her more 
calm and resigned.” 

Coming out of the room Napoleon met Hortense. 

“ Go, daughter,” he ciied to her. “ Keep up courage.” 

“ Oh, sire,” cried the sobbiqg woman, “ I have 
courage.” 

When she recovered Josephine gave herself to weeping. 
Napoleon sat alone, imable to work, in his study, intensely 
restless and anxious, 

And so he remained for a fortnight, until the day of the 
official proclamation of the divorce. 

That took place in the palace of the Tuileries in Paris 
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in the presence of Napoleon’s mother ; Louis (the King of 
Holland), and his wife Hortense; Jerome (the King of 
Westphalia) and his wife ; Murat (the King of Naples) 
and his wife Caroline ; Eugene, Josephine’s gallant son ; 
and Pauline, as well as of Josephine herself and Napoleon. 

Josephine entered the room alone ; she was pale and 
she trembled. But she remained the gracious figure of old 
days. Her tall son and her daughter came to her side. 
Napoleon took her hand and turned to the officials who 
were present. 

“ God knows,” he said, in the course of a short speech, 
“ what such a resolution has cost my heart, ... I have 
nothing but praise for the tenderness and devoted attach- 
ment of my well-beloved wfe. She has enriched thirteen 
years of my life. , . .” 

His eyes became blurred with tears. His voice failed 
him, Josephine, who had her reply to this speech written, 
tried to read it and failed. She handed it to an official to 
read for her. . . . She signed the fatel decree. . . . And 
then she passed out of the room holding her head high in 
the presence of her one-time enemies, Napoleon’s mother 
(“ Madame M^e ”) and Caroline and Pauline. Her 
children followed her. It had been arranged that she 
should retain the title of “Empress and Queen,” and 
receive £80,000 (afterwards increased to £120,000) a year. 

Napoleon had decided to go the next morning and live 
at' the Petit Trianon, at Versailles, poor Marie Antoinette’s 
little palace, while Josephine went to her own house, 
Malmaison. The carriages were at the door. Napoleon 
was making ready to depart. Suddenly he turned to his 
secretary ; 

“ Meneval, come with me.” 

He opened a secret door in his study and led the way 
by a winding staircase to Josephine’s rooms. He opened 
another door. Josephine was revealed, seated alone, 
weeping bitterly. She heard him and jumped up. She 
fiune herself into his arms, sobbing and crying. 
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“ He pressed her to his bosom,” says Meneval, “ kissing 
her over and over again. But in the excess of her emotion 
she iiad fainted. T ran to the bell and summoned help. 
The Emperor, wishing to avoid the sight of a grief he was 
unable to assuage, placed the Empress in my arms as soon 
as he saw she was coming back to consciousness, ordered 
me not to leave her, and withdrew rapidly by the drawing- 
rooms of the ground floor at the door of which his carriage 
was waiting for him.” 

It was raining floods, A few hours later Josephine left 
the palace for ever. 

That night, from Trianon, Napoleon wrote to Josephine 
at Malmaison : 

“ You would know very imperfectly all the affection I 
have for you, if you imagined that I can be happy if you 
arc unhappy, and contented if you arc ill at ease.” 

A few days later Josephine and Hortense came to 
Trianon to dine with Napoleon. The next day he wrote : 

“ My Dkar, — lay down after you left me yesterday. 
I am going to Paris. I wish to hear that you ai*o 
cheerful. I shall come to see you during the week. I 
have received your letters which I am going to read in the 
carriage.” 

And the next day ; 

“ I have been thoroughly tired in revisiting the 
Tuileries ; that great palace seemed empty to me and I felt 
lost in it.” 

And then ; 

“ I want badly to see you, but I must have 
some assurance that you are strong and not weak; I, 
too, am rather like you, and it makes me frightfully 
wretched.” 



CHAPTER LXIIl 

A MAIDEN’S PRAYER 

A GIRL of eighteen was chosen as Napoleon's second wife. 
She was not a beauty in the sense that Josephine had 
been a beauty ; but she was “ bonny ” and fresh of face, 
and she had lovely light chestnut hair. These were, 
however, very secondary considerations ; what really 
mattered was that she was the daughter of Francis of 
Austria. 

The daughter of Francis of Austria, young as she was, 
must have experienced a thrill of amazement and horror 
when she learned the fate which was in store for her. For, 
from her earliest childhood, she had heard Napoleon’s name 
spoken in accents of fear and detestation. Was not this 
the dreadful soldier of that French Revolution which had 
brutally murdered her aunt, poor Marie Antoinette ? And 
had not this man defeated her father in battle after battle 
— ^Marengo, Austerlitz, and now Wagram — and, on two 
separate occasions, driven her mother and all the members 
of her family out of the palace ? Had he not grossly 
insulted her aunt, the Queen of Naples — ^in addition to 
depriving her of her tlirone ? 

The Archduchess Marie Louise, however, had the 
courage of her breed. It is quite possible that she was 
aware of her father’s policy in regard to Napoleon — 
“ tacking, twisting, flattering,” to gain time — ^and that she 
was wilUng to sacrifice herself for her country and her 
family. Austrian Princesses were aU, as she well knew, 
expected to help on the good work of maintaining the 
royal house to which they belonged in strength and 
prosperity. 


497 
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“ Since Napoleon’s divorce from his wife,” wrote this 
self-possessed girl to a girl friend, ” I open the Frankfurter 
Zdtung always expecting to see the name of his new bride, 
and I confess the delay makes me anxious. I place my 
lot in the hands of Providence who alone knows what is 
best. But if it must happen, I am willing to sacrifice 
my well-being for the good of the State, convinced that true 
happiness is only found in the fulfilment of one’s duties. 
Pray that it may not happen I ” 

It is not difficult to sympathize with Marie Louise. 
Napoleon was twenty-two years older than herself; he 
had a wife living ; and he Mfllled, in his person, none of 
the usual dreams of girlhood. The daughter of Francis 
certainly despised him as a “ common man ” ; the Princess 
of Austria certainly hated loim as the most dangerous 
enemy Austria had ever known ; the romantic girl certainly 
disliked him as a middle-aged suitor who was, notoriously, 
small of stature and growing rather stout; the woman 
certaitily shrank from him as the Statesman who was 
maldng a carefully calculated choice between herself and 
the Princess Anne of Russia, Alexander’s fourteen-year-old 
sister. Nor can the news that Alexander had, though not 
in so many words, declined the honour of mingling lus blue 
blood with the red blood of the Revolution, have made the 
prospect, as seen by Marie Louise, more attractive. She 
was Hobson’s choice and she knew it. 

Francis knew it also ; but Francis was in the position 
of the traveller pursued by a pack of wolves, who finds 
it necessary to sacnfice one of Iiis horses in order to purchase 
a moment’s respite. His poor little daughter, by becoming 
Napoleon’s wife, would buy for Austria, and for all the other 
icings, that breathing-space which was essential if the Man 
of the Revolution was to be finally overwhelmed. The 
Kings needed time more than anything else in the world, 
and Marie Louise could obtain it for them. 

And so this “ bride of the breathing-space ” was 
offered and accepted, Marie Louise learned that her 
prayers had not been answered and Francis of Austria told 

world j 
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“ I would never have given him my daughter if I had 
not known that his family was as good as my own.” 

So poor Charles’s blue blood had come in useful after 
all ! Napoleon, though, when he heard about this remark 
of his future father-in-law, was observed to smile. 

“ I fancy,” he said, “ that my patent of nobility dates 
from the Battle of Montenotte ” (the first of his victories). 

Berthier (loaded with superb diamonds for the bride- 
elect) was sent to Vieima to make the formal proposal of 
marriage, and the Archduke Charles, Francis’s brilliant 
brother and Napoleon’s greatest adversary on the field of 
battle, agreed to act as proxy for the illustrious bridegroom. 
The marriage took place on March 11, 1810, in the 
Augustine Church in Vienna. 

Immediately after the ceremony the poor little bride, 
who had not yet seen her husband, left her home to go to 
France, She took a last lingering look at her playroom 
with its simple Imnishings, and is said to have touched 
these dear furnishings in a kind of bewilderment of sorrow 
before she finally consented to be led away. Her big blue 
eyes were all clouded with tears. 

Her unde and the gallant Berthier escorted her to her 
carriage. The gates of Sehoenbrunn closed behind her. 
To-morrow ... or to-morrow ... or to-morrow the 
tyrant and oppressor who had demanded this sacrifice 
would appear to claim his own. 



CHAPTER LXIV 

THK BLACK CARDINALS 

But the fears of the little Princess were soon changed to 
wonder. Almost at every stoppage-place Kings came to 
her carriage and bowed before her. And at every stopping- 
place there wei-e letters from Napoleon — ^thc vciy kindest 
letters which it is possible to imagine, and flowers and fruit 
and sweets. She learned, too, that her new husband had 
ordered that, every day, full particulars of her health and 
happiness should be sent to her father. 

She took the trouble to answer — in good French — all 
the letters which she received. 

And then, one day, a day of dark and lowering skies, an 
open carriage appeared in the highway in front of her 
carriage. She heard a gasp from Caroline Bonaparte, the 
Queen of Naples, who had met her at the frontier and was 
driving with her. 

“ Good gracious, it is he : the Bvyperor" 

A . moment later the door of the carriage was opened. 
Napoleon, who had cast aside all ceremony and upset all 
the cai-efully made plans, stood, bowing, at the door. He 
entered the carriage and sat down between his bride and 
his sister. 

The postilions were told to drive fast, and they passed 
at a gallop the group of dignitaries who were waiting with 
speeches in their hands to receive Marie Louise officially. 
I have often wondered whether or not Napoleon told Ids 
bride, as they galloped along, that he had actually been 
learning how to walta so as to be able the better to amuse 
her — ^thus repeating the method of wooing which he had 
adopted in his boyhood at Valence. 

<*HO 
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This was a different Napoleon from him who had 
written to Josephine scarcely eighteen months before 
from Erfurt : 

“ I assisted at the Weimar ball. The Emperor 
Alexander dances ; I don’t. Forty years arc forty yeai's.” 

Napoleon in truth had spared nothing to make his 
little Princess happy. He had actually ordered that the 
paintings of his battles against the Austrians should be 
removed from the palace lest they offended the daughter of 
Francis. 

That night he supped with Marie Louise and Caroline in 
the palace of Compi^gne. 

“ The girl’s face,” says Meneval, “ was flushed with the 
journey and by her nervousness. Pale chestnut hair, 
silky and abundant, framed a fresh, full face, over which 
eyes, full of sweetness, spread a charming expression. . . . 
Candour and innocence were breathed from aU her person.” 

Napoleon seems to have been completely carried away. 
Marie Louise was his lawful wife and he was her husband ; 
from that day he lived as her husband in spite of the 
elaborate court etiquette which had arranged things very 
differently. There were, however, further ceremonies to 
be gone through in Paris, a civil and a religious marriage — 
the latter in the Great Gallery of the Louvre Museum. 

Only one circumstance disturbed the general rejoicing 
— the absence from this religious ceremony of a number of 
Cardinals who had been commanded to attend it. These 
clerics pleaded, as their excuse, that the Pope had not 
consented to the divorce of Josephine, an insult to his 
bride which Napoleon punished by ordering them to leave 
Paris and forbidding them to wear their red robes. The 
Parisians promptly nicknamed them : “ The Black 

Cardinals.” 

That night Paris was roped with light and all her 
citizens gave themselves up to the most reckless rejoicing. 
Poor little Marie Louise began to imderstand that her 
views about Napoleon would need some revising. She had 
not found him nearly so disagreeable as she had expected. 
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Moreover, the faet that he Iiacl had every single piece 
of furnitui'c in her beloved playroom at Schoenbrunn 
brought to Paris, during these last few days, and put in a 
new playi’oom there showed that he had a kind heart — 
whatever people might say against him. 

She wrote to her girl Mend : 

“ Heaven has heard yom* prayers on my behalf when I 
married. May you soon experience happiness similar to 
mine.” 



CHAPTER LXV 
A HUNDRED GUNS 

The Revolution, thanks to Napoleon’s marriage, was 
surrounded, now, with a bodyguard of eight Kings. 

There was, first and foremost, Francis of Austria, 
Napoleon’s father-in-law. Then there were the tliree 
Elector.s of the Holy Roman Empire, whom Napoleon 
himself had crowned : the King of Saxony, the King of 
Bavaria, and the King of Wvirtemberg. Finally there 
were the four Bonaparte IChigs : brothers _ Joseph (of 
Spain), Louis (of Holland), and Jerome (of Westphalia), 
and brother-in-law Murat, Caroline’s husband (of Naples). 
It was, surely, reasonable to hope that this royal body- 
guard would be a sufficient protection against the three 
Kings who stood aloof : King George of England, Frederick 
William of Prussia, and Alexander of Russia, especially 
as Alexander still called himself the friend of France 
and as Frederick William was still too weak to do anything 
alone. 

But Kings, like women, as Napoleon was soon to find, 
are “ kittle cattle.” Of all the eight on whom he counted 
to support him, not one was, in fact, fit to be trusted. 
Father-in-law Francis was already, on the morrow of 
his daughter’s marriage, preparing for a new war. The 
Kings of Saxony and Bavaria and Wurtemberg had their 
eyes strained to observe the slightest movement which 
might betray in which direction the cat of forttme was 
going to jump. Joseph, in Spain, was doing his best to 
become a Spaniard, and Louis, in Holland, had already 
become a Dutchman. Murat and Caroline were up to 
their necks in plots to increase their powers at the expense 
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of France, wliile the gay Jerome was filling his good German 
subjects with horror at his reckless extravagance and 
with shame at his profligate behaviour. 

Louis’ case was the worst — ^for the attachment of 
Holland to France was of absolutely vital importance to 
the carrying out of the great plan to ruin the merchant 
princes of England, that plan on the success of which the 
hope of making peace with England depended. Yet the 
boy, on whose behalf Napoleon had once deprived himself 
of every luxtiry and actually learned to cook “ nourish- 
ing broth,” no sooner found himself seated on the Dutch 
throne than he began to intrigue with King George III 
against France. 

“ Arc you an ally of France or of England ? ” wrote the 
mdignant and mortified Napoleon. He added : “ Your 
Majesty will find in me a brother so long as I find in you 
a Frenchman. But if you forget the bonds that attach 
you to our common country, you cannot complain if I 
forget those that Nature htvs placed between us.” 

“ Poor Louis has become a Dutchman,” said his mother 
crisply, after receiving a visit from her fourth son ; “ he 
is no longer a bit of a Frenchman, not a bit ! ” 

■ Louis, in other words, was ranged with the Kings 
against the Revolution, whereas the sole reason for making 
him King of Holland had been that he might support the 
Revolution against the Kings. Napoleon had chosen 
his own brothers as Kings simply because he thought he 
could trust them more completely than any others, and 
because they knew all the reasons which had led him to 
desire to surround France with small allied states and 
at the same time to shut every harbour against the ships 
of England. He had looked for determined helpers j he 
found determined opponents. He had looked for friends 
of the free spirit of the Revolution ; he found only admirers 
of blue blood, common men who grew more impressed every 
day with their royalty. 

“ Certainly,” he cried to Louis, “ in placing you on the 
throne of Holland I thought I was seating there a French 
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citizen as devoted as myself to the grandeur of France 
and as jealous of all the interests of the mother country. 
... A Frenchman has upon you the same effect as the 
sight of water on a man alTlicted with hydrophobia.” 

Louis’ excuse was that Holland, like Denmark and 
Portugal and Spain and Sicily, was at the mercy of England 
— and England had no mercy on small nations who dared 
to resist her. Did Napoleon wish to see the Dutch coast 
towns bombarded to ruins as Copenhagen had been 
bombarded ? Moreover, the system of keeping out 
English ships and English goods was ruining the Dutch 
merchants. , As King of Holland his first duty was, surely, 
towards his subjects. 

An interview took place between the brothers and 
Napoleon answered these and the other arguments which 
Louis advanced. We are fighting, he pointed out, for 
our lives against enemies who have sworn to destroy us — 
all of us. There is no hope of a settlement, because we 
represent the French Revolution and the ideas on which 
the French Revolution is founded. These ideas are 
utterly hateful to every King, every priest, and every 
aristocrat in Europe. The Kings and the priests and the 
lords will never, if they can help it, make peace with men 
who believe that the common people are the real rulers. 

Consequently it is necessary to force the Kings to make 
peace, aird this can only be done by forcing England to 
make peace. At the present moment France is engaged 
in a death struggle with England because it is England 
who is the backbone of the whole attack on the Revolu- 
tion. If England wins, the Revolution will be destroyed, 
the Old Kings will be brought back to Paris, France will 
be narrowly confined within her old frontiers and stepping- 
stone states will be placed all round her so that, if she gives 
any trouble, she can easily be attacked and invaded. 

Holland is one of those stepping-stone states. And so 
either Holland must act with France or must be prepared 
to be made use of by the enemies of France — ^as Portugal 
was being made use of a few years ago. To act with 
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France means to keep out English ships and goods and 
so assist in the ruin of that overseas trade which is the 
life-blood of England. 

Louis had no answer to this logic, and promised to act 
with his bx’othcr in future. But he was a soured and 
.1 sick man. His marriage to Hortense, Josephine’s 
claiightcr, had been a miserable failure, and the loss 
of his eldest son from diphtheria had added a new bitter- 
ness to his life. He returnctl to Holland feeling that he 
had been badly treated, and even xvent so far as to urge 
tlu! Dutch to fight Napoleon . . . the brother who had 
starved for him, the friend who had written to him after 
he niai'ried Hortense : 

“ Your quarrels with the Queen arc reaching the cars 
of the public. You treat your young wife as you might 
treat a regiment. Yon have the best and most virtuous 
wife in the world and you arc making her miserable. Let 
her dance as mueh as she jilcascs ; it is littiug at her age. 
My wife is forty and yet, from a field of battle, I have 
written to her to go to a ball ; and do you expect a woman 
of twenty, who has still all her illusions, to sec her life 
slipping away and to live cither like a cloistered nun or like 
a nurse, always occupied in w’^ashing her baby ? Make 
the mother of your children happy. There is only one 
xvay to do it, and that is to show her great tenderness and 
confidence.” 

The Dutch did not msh, or did nor dare, to fight 
Napiolcon. Louis fell into a mood of depression and 
anger. One day he packed up and, without telling any- 
body what he was doing, slipped quietly out of his kingdom. 
He hid himself, 

Europe had not before witnessed the strange spectacle 
of a King playing hide and seek with his relations, and 
Europe was immensely amused. But Napoleon could 
not share that amusement. Louis’ behaviour, and the 
behaviour of Joseph in Spain, of Jerome in Westphalia, 
of Murat and Caroline in Naples, proved to him that these 
brothers and that sister of liis utterly failed to understand 
the true state of affairs. They did not seem to know that 
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there was a war in existence, a terrible, merciless war on 
the outcome of which the fate of every one of them 
depended. They seemed to think that they were Kings 
in the old, everlasting sense, and that, in consequence, 
they could do what they liked. Not even the blood of 
the Duke of Enghien had weaned them from the idea of 
poor Charles, that blue blood flowed in their own veins. 

The Man of the Revolution realized that it was not 
only the Bourbons now who were arrayed against bim- 
He was under the painful necessity of contending also 
against the Bonapartes. To these brothers and that sister 
of his, and to these new Dukes and Duchesses and Lords 
whom he had created, the Revolution, from whicli all of 
them had sprung, and of which aU of them should have 
been the keepers and guardians, seemed to mean nothing. 
With a sense of di,sgust Napoleon realized that it is the 
title, the name, about which the vast majority of men 
and women are concerned, and not the reaUty which lies 
behind the title and the name. All Kings were — Kings, 
that is to say, enemies of the new France. 

Fate, as Napoleon so often insisted, is inexorable in 
her irony. The urgent need of establishing the strongest 
possible administration to combat the internal plots 
and weakness of France had driven him to assume the 
crown in order to be free, on the frontiers, to save the 
Revolution. That act had made it necessary to create 
new thrones — ^instead of new republics — ^round about the 
frontiers of France to serve as barriers against her enemies ; 
and to choose, as the occupants of these tlu’ones, men whose 
loyalty to the Revolution and to himself might be depended 
on. But the thrones — ^those symbols of sovereignty — 
had proved stronger than the will of their creator. Not 
even the strongest tics of blood and of sympathy had been 
able to withstand their immemorial seduction. Napoleon 
must have wished, in that hour, that it had been possible 
for him to rebuild the government of France on some 
other than the monarchical model. 

So far as he personally was concerned, however, 
Kingship had served its purpose and was about to fulfil 
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that purpose. Fi-aucc learned with a thrill of unspeak- 
able joy and relief that the young Empress Marie Louise 
was soon to become a mother. 

Napoleon’s infatuation for his bride had not diminished 
but rather had increased, and now he absolutely worshipped 
her. So much so, indeed, that the self-possessed Marie 
Louise remarked one day with a smile to her father’s 
Ambassador, Metternich : 

“ I am not afraid of Napoleon, but I begin to think 
he is of me.” 

And to her friend she spoke of the “ grace and Idnd- 
ness that are natural to him.” 

When Marie Louise’s hour of trial began on March 10, 
1811, Napoleon became terribly agitated and insisted on 
remaining in the dressing-room next to his wife’s apart- 
ment. Time dragged on tardy feet and the fears of the 
husband were multiplied a hundredfold. Then, suddenly, 
the door of the dressing-room opened and Dubro, the 
surgeon, entered. 

“ Well ? ” 

“It will be impossible, Your Majesty, to save the 
child’s life except at the cost of that of the mother.” 

Napoleon did not hesitate an instant. 

“ Think only of the mother,” he cried in agonized 
tones. 

He entered the sick-room and took his poor little wife’s 
hands. He was told that an operation would be necessary 
and resolved to remain until it had been performed ; but 
the strain was too much for him. 

“ The Emperor,” says Constant, “ could not endure, 
for more than a few moments, the anguish of this horrible 
operation which lasted twenty minutes, lie let go the 
Empress’s hand, which he had been holding, and retired 
into the dressing-room as pale as the dead and almost 
beside himself.” 

He remained there xmtil he was told, at eight in the 
morning of March 20, that the child was born, and that it 
was a boy. Instantly he rushed into his wife’s room and 
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gatlicred her in his arms. The child was lying on the bed 
and seemed to be dead, but strangely enough, Napoleon 
took no notice of it until, after a considerable lapse of time, 
it uttered a cry. Then he bent down and kissed it. 

Already the salute of guns which was to announce the 
birth was being fired. There wcj’c to be twenty-one guns 
for a girl, a hundred for a boy. At the sound of the twenty- 
second gun a deep roar of cheering from the crowd in the 
Tuilcrics gardens penetrated to the sick-room. It was 
the voice of France uplifted m welcome. 

The Man walked to the window of the room and raised 
a corner of one of the curtains. He looked out on that 
tlclirious multitude which had come to share with him 
his great joy. Large tears were observed to roll down 
his checks. 

He dr 9 pped the curtain and came back to the bed. 
A second time he kissed his little son, the heir to that 
French Revolution which lus courage and patience and 
sacrifice had established. 

“ It is the fashion,” wrote Napoleon about this time, 
“ to praise me and at the same time to decry France. But 
who docs not love I’rancc, docs not love me.” 
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The Revolution had an heir. And its heir, the tiny 
“ King of Rome,” as Napoleon called the babe, was the 
grandson of Francis of Austria. Eight Kings, too, served 
as the bodyguard of the new France, and another King, 
Alexander of Russia, was her friend at least in name. 
Moreover that King of Sweden, Gustavus, who had been 
France’s foe, had been driven foi’tlr by his own subjects 
from his throne and replaced on that throne by a King 
who was friendly to Napoleon. The thrones of Sweden 
and of Denmark were both for the Man ; the throne of 
Portugal belonged to him. 

All the shores of the Baltic Sea, then, were closed to 
England’s ships ; and so, too, were, all the siiorcs of the 
North Sea and of the Atlantic down to Gibraltar and all 
the shores of the Mediterranean as far as the Isles of 
Greece. Surely now, at last, the War Lords and the 
“ sliopkeepci's ” would condescend to make peace. It 
certainly looked as if they must so condescend for, as 
Dr. Holland Rose says : 

“ Ruled by an ill-assorted ministry and a King whose 
reason was now hopelessly overclouded, weakened by the 
strangling gi’ip of the Continental System, England 
seemed on the verge of ruin.” 

England, however, as the lute Lord Fisher used to say, 
“ never succumbs.” Our pc(»plc had been taught to liatc 
Napoleon by men who feared, not Napoleon, but freedom. 
The same men had driven Napoleon to despair, so that, 
'in spite of himself, he was forced to become our deadly 
foe. It was too late, now, to turn back from the ijolicy 
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which had led us to bombard Copenhagen and to espouse 
the cause of the Spanish Inquisition. Our backs were 
to the wall, and we had to fight or go under. In these 
circumstances the Euglisli people took a hand in the 
game and Wellington got the support he needed. 

Wellington had fought, through Spain and Portugal, 
what looked like a losing h.attle. He had been forced to 
retire to the sea, and for a time it seemed that he would 
be forced to sail away altogcthei*. But this great General 
had a plan of his own, equal in wisdom and in genius of 
conception to any of Napoleon’s plans. He built and 
fortified the immortal “ lines of Torres Vedras ” on the 
coast of X^ortugal. 

And from these lines, in that very month of March in 
which Napoleon’s little son was born, he began the march 
forward which was to win back both Portugal and Spain 
from the French. The. news of Wellington’s resistance 
put new heart into the King.s ; it also put new heart into 
the peoples. The common folk of Germany and Austria 
and llu,s,sia, as well as the common folk of England, told 
each other that, at last, the “ Oppressor ” had met his 
match. They girded their loin.s, those peasants and work- 
ing folk, to .sh'ikc down the Man of the Bevolution. With 
a thrill of joy, the Kings mid the priests realised that they 
had forced their enemy into a position in which ho appeared 
to be the enemy of mankind. The Kings and the priests 
lost no time in improving this shining hour. Their 
friends throughout Europe wliisiicrcd in men’s cars that 
Napolcon’.s giip on the trade of England was the sole cause 
of England’s grip on the trade of Europe. 

“ It is his ambition and his ambition alone which is 
ruining you,” they said, “ only his ambition prevents 
you from obtaining tlie .supplies of English goods wliich 
you so urgently need,” 

Frenchmen were tempted by the same language. 

“ Get rid of Na])olcon,” they wci*e told, “ and the world 
will give you peace.” 

France Icnew tho.se accents, and the common folk of 
France remained loyal to their great champion. In spite 
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of the plobtcrs of Rome, in spite of the promises of the 
Kings, in spite of the rising anger of the conquered peoples, 
the peasantry and the working folk stood solidly behind 
Napoleon, and gave to him all that they possessed — ^their 
money, their sons, their simple faith. 

The Man of the Revolution girded his loins once more. 
Most of those who have written his story call this period 
the greatest of his career, but it is quite certain that he, 
himself, knew better. Unless he could make his peace 
with England (that is to say, unless ho could beat England 
to her knees, peace being possible on no other terms), 
his power must bo destroyed. 

For Alexander of Russia was secretly getting ready 
to defy him, and Frederick William of Pi’ussia and Francis 
of Austria were likewise stairding to arms. Thousands 
of priests were preaching against him — ^thc man who had 
dared to arrest the Pope and abolish the Spanish 
Inquisition — a holy war. Millions of simple folk were 
voAving, as the lad Staps had vowed, “ death to the tyrant.” 
By a strange irony Wellington, the most uirbcnding 
aristocrat in Europe, had become the hero and the hope 
of countless lovers of liberty, while Napoleon, the sword 
of liberty, had become thch* fciur and their foe. 

Even in these circumstances Napoleon did not prohibit 
the sending of wheat to England. 

“ It is strange,” says Dr. Ilolland Rose, “ that he never 
sought to cut off our corn supplies ... an Imperial 
decree forbidding the export of corn from France and her 
allied states to the United Kingdom could scarcely have 
failed to reduce us to starvation and surrender in the very 
critical winter of 1810-11. But that strange mental defect 
of clinging with ever-increasing tenacity to preconceived 
notions led Napoleon to allow, and even to favour, exports 
of corn to us m the time of our utmost need ; and Britain 
survived the strain,” 

Napoleon, as I have said before, was well aware, from 
his spies and from other sources, of what was happening 
in England. It is therefore simply mcrcdible that he did 
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not know that bread was selling in London at Is. 3d. for 
the quartern loaf, and that the Government was moving 
heaven and earth to obtain wheat from the Baltic. He 
must have known. And he must have known, too, how 
easily he could prevent the English Government from 
obtaining wheat. 

But, as I have also said before, it was never Napoleon's 
plan io inflict starvation on the common folk of any country. 
He hoped and believed that the English people would 
recognize in him their friend — ^in the circumstances an 
illusory hope. And so, just as he had given the poor of 
Vienna the right to get then* winter fuel in the Imperial 
forests, so he refrained from inflicting the pangs of hunger 
on the poor of London. This Man made war on Kings 
and princes, on War Lords and rich merchants, but not, 
when he could avoid it, on the helpless poor. For which 
reason, perhaps, there was great fear, at one time, among 
the rich merchants of London that “the poor” might 
welcome “ Bonaparte ” if he ever succeeded in invading 
England. 

The same spirit which gave firewood to the Viennese 
and bread to the Londoners laboured without ceasing to 
supply the needs of the French folk whom the English 
blockade was depriving of so many necessities. Beet- 
root sugar was discovered, and the immense sugar industries 
of I’rance and Germany were fomided — ^to the great delight 
of one of the very few men in Europe who really possessed 
and honoured the scientific spirit. Chicory, too, was 
introduced as a substitute for coffee, and the process of 
making bicarbonate of soda from common salt was given 
to the world — ^in response to the offer by Napoleon of a 
valuable prize to the inventor. 

“ Chemistry,” declared the Man, “ will soon revolu- 
tionize commerce.” 
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In that year 1811, while Napoleon sat at work in the 
Tuilerics with his beloved son in a cradle beside him or 
actually lying on his knees, Alexander of Russia pro- 
nounced his deflanee. He declared that ho was no longer 
going to shut his hax'bours to English ships. 

In fact, he had made a Ksccret treaty with England — 
a treaty which did nearly as much as Wellington’s splendid 
generalship to put now courage in the Rritish War Lords. 
Napoleon knew exactly what this meant. If the Russian 
harbours were thrown open (they had never been entirely 
closed), then all hopes of peace with England might be 
abandoned. His great plan wotild be defeated at the 
very moment when it seemed likely to succeed. England 
would groAV strong ; a new Ring of the Kings would be 
formed ; wars, more and more wars, would be forced on 
poor, war-weary France. 

The Man, it is .said, fell into profound gloom as he 
contemplated the news from Ru.ssia. For here, beside 
him, was his hope of a future full of peace and great 
undertakings, and there, on his frontiers, was the spectre 
of death. If only he could escape from the hon-or of a 
new war, and give himself wholly to his people and hi.s 
child 1 

“ Entrance to his study,” says Meneval, “ was forbidden 
to every one. He would not allow the nurse to come in, 
and used to beg Marie Louise to bring in her son herself ; 
but the Empress was so little sure of her strength, when she 
took him from the arms of the nurse, that the Emperor, 
who stood waiting for her at the door, used to hasten to 
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meet her, take the child in his arms and carry him off, 
covering him with kisses. If he were at his writing-table 
about to sign a despatch, of which each word had to be 
weighed, his son, lying on his knees, or pressed against 
his chest, did not leave him. Sometimes he would drive 
away the important thoughts that occupied his mind and, 
lying down on the ground, would play with this darling 
son like anotlier child, careful to discover what would amuse 
him and to avoid anything that teased him. His devotion 
and patience with his boy were inexhaustible,” 

Hope very soon' gave way to despair. Alexander 
flatly refused to keep the promise which he had given on 
the raft at Tilsit and again at Erfurt. Russia, he said, 
was being ruined for want of the English market. 
Napoleon replied that Russia had the markets of Europe 
open to her. But he knew that this reply would not serve 
him. He laiew that the Kings had had their “ breathing- 
space ” and were determined, once again, to try their 
fortunes. He knew, too, that Alexander would never 
forgive him for having begun the work of raising up again 
from the dust that Polish nation wliich Russia and Prussia 
aiid Austria had destroyed. 

Either, therefore, iic must yield or fight. And to yield 
was, as he saw, inevitably to sacrilice the Revolution 
and Democracy. Eor, if the Kings found him weak in 
one direction, they would instantly begin to press him in 
all directions. Hope, he felt, resided in a sudden blow 
which should break the power of Russia before Ei-ancis 
of Austria, his fatber-in-law, and Erederiok William of 
Prassia, to say nothing of the smaller Kings, summoned up 
courage to join in the attack. Napoleon took Iiis decision 
and set about making his plans. There is abundant 
evidence to show that he remained, all through the winter 
of 1811-12, in depressed spirits, in spite of his beloved 
boy. Whatever other people might think, he knew all 
the dangers and all the tremendous hazards which he was 
about to face. He made his preparations with the most 
scrupulous care and, by the middle of the year 1812, had 
placed in the field the largest army which Europe liad ever 
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seen, an army of more than half a million men. But this 
was no longer fclic Grand Army of Austerlitz and Jena and 
Priedlaiid. It was rather a mingling of many armies — 
Germans from the Rhine Kingdoms, Poles, Spaniards, 
Italians, Swiss, Hutch, even a few Portuguese as well as 
Frenchmen. The Man, too, had demanded that, in 
accordance with the treaties they had made with him, 
Francis and Frederick William should send him troops 
to guard the flanlts of his army when he advanced into the 
heart of Russia. Those two reluctant sovereigns did not 
venture to refuse. 

And so, on a summer’.s day of that fatal year, 1812, 
the Normandy horses and the big travelling-earriago — 
the same which was bunxed a few years ago at Madame 
Tussaud’s fire in London — eamc to the great doorway 
of the Tuileries palace. Napoleon bade farewell to his 
wife and his little son. The carriage rolled away on its 
long journey across the smiling fields and plains of Europe. 

There was a great reception at I)ro.scIcn, a few days 
later, when Francis of Austria and his wife, all the new 
Kings and a whole company of princes attended the Man 
of the Revolution. They xvore gathered together, these 
Kings and these princes, in a vast hall, and the splendour 
of their uniforms and their orders was overwhelming. 
Each of them, moreover, was announced in all his titles. 
Then there fell on the assemblage a strange silence. Doors 
at the end of the chambci' were thrown open. The voice 
of the usher proclaimed, “ The Emperor.” 

Napoleon, who was dressed in that unifoim of his 
Guard with which history is familiar, passed into the hall. 
Yet this “ King of Kings,” as fltittercrs called him, was still 
the Man of Italy. 

“ I hope,” he wrote to liis wife, “ that you will soon 
inform me that he [his son] has cut his four last teeth. 
I have granted all tlrat you asked for the wet nnrse ; you 
may assure her of this.” 

He found time, moreover, to send a cheering message 
to Josephine — ^to whom aheady, at her own request, he 
had introduced his precious boy. 
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The weather gi*ew hot and sultry as the mighty host 
drew near to the frontiers of Russia. The morning of 
June 28 , on which those frontiers, in the shape of the River 
Niemen (the same on which the raft of Tilsit had floated), 
were crossed, was filled with sunlight. Napoleon, seated 
on his charger, watched the crossing of the river and took 
the salute of his army. 

Once again he had staked his all on a single throw of 
the dice of fate. And, at first, it seemed as if Fate would 
give him all that he required of her. France heard, with 
a new thrill of wonder, of the unending retreat of the 
Russians and the unending advance of Napoleon. Then 
came the news of the fearful victory of the Borodino and, 
after that, hot foot, the news that the Man had led his army 
into the holy city of Moscow itself. Paris rang witli 
rejoicing, for Paris did not know the truth that, in spite 
of all his efforts to prevent it, the Russian Army Iiad 
escaped, battered it is true, but still strong, from the 
clutches of the Man. Even the bloody triumph of the 
Borodino had irot prevented the escape of the Russians. 

It was this fact, and tliis fact alone, which filled the mind 
of Napoleon. For the autumn, a hot and suffocating 
autumn full of thunder and lightning, had arrived ; 
already the northern nights wei’C drawing in about his 
mighty host, which dysentery, and other diseases of hot 
weather, had reduced by more than half its strength. That 
knowledge of the lengthening nights Iiad very nearly 
stopped his march at the town of Smolensk. When this 
town was reached Napoleon, for a moment, made up his 
mind to abandon the pursuit of the fleeing Russians 
and, in safe quarters, await the coming of the next spring 
before continuing the campaign. He told the Austrian 
Ambassador, Metternich, that : 

“ My enterprise is one of those of which the solution 
is to be found in patience.” 

Patience, it is generally agreed, might have given him 
victory; but against its exei’cise there was the great 
danger that Francis of Austria and Frederick William 
might fall upon him from behind or that some plot in Paris 

2a 
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might lead, in his absence, to his overthrow. In fact 
such a plot was hatched bub came to nothing. Moreover 
the discipline of this great army was not the same as the 
discipline of the army of 1800 with which Napoleon had 
wintered in Poland. The French troops could be relied 
on ; but the same could not be said of the Germajis 
or the men of the otlier nationalities. To go into winter 
quarters might be to lose the army. 

Reluctantly, therefore, Napoleon had decided on the 
dash for Moscow. If I take his Holy City, he told himself, 
Alexander is bound to ask for peace. His victory at the 
Borodino further flattered this hope. But the date of 
that battle was September 7. Time was already growing 
short. And, moreover, bad news had come from Spain — 
the news that Wellington had won there an important 
battle at Salamanca (July 12) and that the English troops 
had driven Joseph from Madrid. 

The Man set his teeth and rushed on to Moscow, 
through the blazing heat. He was not very well — a 
fact which had been noted at the battle of the Borodino. 
But his energy never flagged and his interest in all the small 
and simple things of his life remained unabated. Before 
the gi'cat battle, for example, a portrait of his little 
son had reached him from Paris. He had immediately 
.set it up, on an easel outside his tent, and allowed his 
soldiers to come and look at it. And then, as the guns 
began to boom, he had ordered it to be taken away, saying : 

“ He must not, so early in his life, witness a battle.” 

On September 14, Napoleon and his staff rode to the 
gates of Moscow. With a sinking heai‘t the Man learned 
the ominous news that the great city, the capital of Old 
Russia, had been deserted by its inhabitants. “ Troops, 
ollicials, nobles, merchants, and the gi'cat mass of the 
people were gone.” Moreover all the military stores had 
been burned. 

Did Alexander mean to resist, then, in spite of the loss 
of Holy Moscow ? That question^ haunted the Con- 
queror’s mind, for he knew, that he dared advance no 
further into the he.'‘rt of Bni'fi.'i..' Tie h“d strupi’' l,]nw ; 
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was it possible that, this time, his blow would not achieve 
its object ? He came to the Kremlin, the wondrous palace 
of the Emperors of Russia, and at that sight even his 
indifference to grandeur was overcome. But scarcely had 
he looked upon it before hi.s eyes were drawn away to 
another .spectacle . . . the ascent over the city of Moscow 
of long coils of smoke. The coils of smoke rose like the 
serpents from the head of Medusa and hung, poised, in 
the golden autumn sunlight. 

“ See that those fires are extinguished,” he ordered 
sharply. 

Darkness fell over Moscow and, in the darkness, 
winds began to stir, softly at first and then with gathering 
speed. Napoleon saw against the windows of the room 
in which he was seated the red glare of a great fire. He 
threw open the windows and came out on the balcony of 
the palace. An exclamation of horror broke from his lips. 
The winds had leaped from their abysses and girded 
themselves with light. The winds were striding over the 
wooden houses of Moscow, over her churches and her 
palaces, sowing, in that good soil, the red seed of 
destruction. 

“ The Pumps I ” 

“ The Pumps, Your Majesty, have all been destroyed.” 

The ofiicci’.s of Napoleon’s suite glanced at one another. 
Every man knew what that information boded. They 
turned to their Master and saw the lines about his mouth 
set hard in an expression at once proud and terrible. 
Napoleon understood now why the "Russians had left him m 
empty city. 

He understood too that these flames wei’c the challenge 
of Russia to himself, the sign and symbol of a deathless 
resistance sustained by an unquenchable hate. Moscow 
burned that, in this fire, the patriotism of Russians might 
be proved and purged. It was to be war and not peace, 
war to the knife, until one or other of the combatants 
should succumb. 

Suddenly the direction of the wind changed. The 
flames reared themt'clves and were bent anew. Bike 
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horsemen they came, sweeping over the wooden roofs 
towards the Kremlin. The Man heard anxious voices 
about him declaring that there were 400 waggons of gun- 
powder in the great square of the palace, besides a huge 
arsenal of powder in the palace itself. . . . 

“ Will not Your Majesty go to a place of safety ? ” 

But Napoleon lingered, watching the approach of the 
flames as, so often, he had watched the riding of his foes 
against him on the fields of war. The air grew stifling; 
acrid smoke filled every nostril. Sparks rose in scintillat- 
ing columns, pillars of fire, and were hurled across the 
night. . . . 

“ It is no longer safe for Your Majesty to remain in the 
palace. ... So long as Your Majesty remains the 
Guard must remain also. . . .” 

The Man started. He turned. 

“ Very well.” 

They came down to the courtyard and Napoleon 
mounted his horse. Already the fire was about the 
palace like a girdle. They took the way by the river out 
of the doomed city. 

For three days and three nights the winds and the 
flames held carnival in the streets of Moscow and among 
her palaces in which some 15,000 wounded Russians had 
been left when the army and the people fled away. 



CHAPTER LXVIII 


TITE NOnTII ROAD 

Anti then, once more, smiling autumn returned to the 
Russian plain and those who had fled from the burning 
city came back to it. 

The soldiers, too, returned and, because discipline was 
grown lax, broke open the cellars which the fire had not 
reached and began to debauch themselves. Soon there 
were bands of drunken marauders prowling in the charred 
1 ‘uins, and gangs of thieves too, looting and destroying 
side by side with weeping women and children, homeless 
and distraught. For the inliabitairts of Moscow were 
coming back. Clouds of crows and ravens, blacker than 
the ruins, began to settle over the city. 

On September 19 Napoleon rode again into Moscow. 
On his brow was a great darkness and in his eyes a melan- 
choly which forbade even his most intimate friend. 
Punishment, swift and terrible, fell on those who had 
broken discipline or given themselves to pillage. Then 
the Man went on foot to the foundling hospital which, by 
his special orders, had been guarded and saved from the 
flames. The old General, who was in charge of the hospital, 
flung liimself at Napoleon’s feet in an access of gratitude. 
Napoleon bade him rise, saying ; 

“ Surely your children did not suppose that my troops 
would have devoured them ? ” 

That night the Man sent a messenger to Alexander at 
St, Petersburg proposing that peace should be made 
between them. Rut now there could be no peace. For 
Alexander pretended to believe that it was Napoleon 
himself who had set fire to Moscow and he declared that 
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never, in any cireumstances, would he consent to give liis 
friendship to such a monster. 

“ Napoleon or 1 ; I or Napoleon,” he cried. “ We 
cannot rule side by side.” 

And so, while the Man of the Revolution sat in the 
Kremlin gazing towards the winter and waiting, the 
man with a guilty conscience discovered a new, infinitely 
satisfying way of setting himself light with himself and 
with the world. The memory of the father’s death should, 
he resolved, be blotted out for ever by the memory of 
the son’s achievement. A less intelligent observer than 
Alexander could sec that Napoleon had no choice now but 
to retire before the winter descended and overwhelmed 
him — for there was no fodder for his horses in Moscow, 
and the Russian Army remained strong enough to attack 
him. Napoleon, in retreat, would be a new spectacle for 
Europe, and unless he retreated quickly the winter would 
be joined to his enemies. Then the horsemen of Russia 
would have their great opportunity. Alexander saw 
himself already proclaimed and acknowledged ns the 
Saviour of Etuope. 

And so Napoleon’s propo.snls for peace were left 
unanswered and the Man in the Kremlin sat, through the 
long days and nights, tasting the bitterness of death. 
And the days passed, those precious days of autumn 
sunshine which separate summer from winter, and the 
nights grew longer on the Russian plain. To-morrow, 
or to-morrow, or to-morrow, if peace was not made, it 
would be necessary to turn back. 

I confess that that spectacle of Napoleon in the palace 
of the Tsars, amid the charred ruins of Moscow, hoping 
against hope and, like a gambler, staking his hope against 
inexorable Time, has moved me deeply. For everything 
of his and of the Rovolution’.s was throwir on this chance, 
all that he was, all that he had accomplished, his faith, 
his strength, his vision. 

It is easy to blame him; it is easy to say that he 
should not have gone to Moscow in the first instance or, 
having gone, should have retired from it within a day or 
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two. But those who speak in that way forget tlie cause 
of Napoleon’s coming to Russia. He had come to Russia 
to force England to make peace with the Revolution. 
Unless Alexander could be compelled to break off his 
relations witli England all hope of peace miglit be aban- 
doned for good. To huwe Moscow •without Imvivg made 
peace tms to condemn Franrx to nm-lasling war. 

And so he lingered on through the first week of October 
and through the second week, restless, gloomy, dangerous, 
and yet, .at Limes, giving himself up to fits of a strange 
hilarity. And still tlie suns of autumn bathed the Russian 
plain in genial warmth. 

■ Alexander meanwhile was dressing himself in the shining 
armour of a patriot. He had settled his accounts with all 
his enemies, and notably with Sweden, of which country 
Napoleon’s old Marshal, Bernndotte, the husliand of 
IJiisiriic Clary, Josciph’s sister-in-law, was now, thanks to 
Napoleon, who had named him for the honour, the C!rown 
Prince. Crown Prince Renmdotte liatc'd his former 
master (it i.s said because his wife could never forgive 
herself for not having married Napoleon), and promptly 
made advances to Alexander. 

“ I know Napoleon,” said this fellow, “ and I know 
where his strength lies. Now, at Moscow, he is in a trap.” 

This was the language wliich Alexander delighted to 
hear, and he and Boriuulottc became friends at once. 
Then the Russian fleet was sent off for safety to England 
in case things Avont wrong after all. Peace had been made, 
too, with the Turks. The moment for action liad come. 
On October 38 the Rus.sian Army made a sudden attack 
on the Ereneh outposts, A battle, on the small scale, 
ensiled and Murat, King of Naples, Caroline’s husband, 
who was in command of tlic Ifrench, was defeated and 
forced to fall back towards Moscow. That event decided 
Napoleon, and the next morning the “ Retreat from 
Moscow ” began. 

It began in sunshine, with laughter and rejoicing; 
for the soldiers Avere well fed and they had gathered much 
loot among the ruins. They were off home again, having 
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taken the Imperial City and beaten the Russians. There 
were marching songs to cheer the going and eomrades 
told each other that this year they would keep Christinas 
in France. Napoleon, watching them file away, shared 
none of their illusions. Now, finally and definitely, he 
had failed. His system of forcing England to make 
peace could scarcely survive this failure. Alexander had 
lost his city but liad regained his freedom of action. To- 
morrow Frederick William of Prussia would stand again 
by Alexander’s side. Would Francis of Austria also join 
the new Ring of the Kings, in spite of the fact that Marie 
Louise was his daughter ? 

Napoleon left Moscow on October 20, 1812, and the 
day after he went forth from tlie city a terrific explosion 
shook it. The Kremlin, which had been undermined, was 
blown up. Napoleon had ordered that destruction and 
he has been severely blamed for so doing. Those who 
blame liim seem to forget that the Kremlin, in addition 
to being a palace, was a citadel and an arsenal, containing 
then nearly half a million pounds of gunpowder. What 
General in his senses would have left to liis enemies this 
immense store of ommupition with which to destroy 
him ? Only a few weeks before, by Napoleon’s orders, 
the Old Guard, at the risk of their lives, had saved the 
ICremlin from the fire which the Russians lighted. 
Alexander had chosen war instead of peace. lie could 
not, in these circumstances, expect any other treatment 
than that which he received. 

The situation was desperate, and the Man knew that it 
was desperate. For the Russion Army was assembled 
on his left to oppose, as far as possible, a retreat which, 
already, the weakened discipline of the French Army 
endangered. Napoleon intended to take the groat new 
road to the south and .so avoid the dreadful necessity of 
retracing his steps over the northern road by which he had 
come — ^that road of battlefields and burned village.s, of 
naked lands and unburied corpses, of crows and vultures 
and wolves, of horror and of death. But the Russians 
offered him battle on the South Road and, though Prince 
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Eugene, Josephine’s son, managed to beat off their van- 
guard, it was certain tliat a feai-ful slaughter must ensue 
if the challenge was accepted. The Man saw himself, 
even snjjposing that he defeated the enemy, retiring with 
an additional 15,000 or 20,000 wounded on his hands. 

And so he hesitated during a whole day, gazing at his 
map, while, it is said, his face remained set like the face of 
death. His generals were consulted, and then he took his 
decision. He would not fight ; the Retreat, after all, must 
follow the North Road. Fournier, who will not be accused 
of undue sympathy for Napoleon, says that the circum- 
stance which led to this resolve was “ the care of the 
wounded for whom, since the beginning of October, 
Napoleon had shown marked consideration in all his 
plans,” 

It was October 26, a week from the day on which the 
army had left Moscow singing its songs and bearing its 
trophies and its plunder’. Suddenly, when the news 
went round that the march was to be by the North Road, 
a chill fell on the spirits of the soldiers. These men, who 
had rushed through the blazing September days towards 
Moscow, saw, as in a flash, a more terrible return. 
Dysentery and typhoid fever, to say nothing of the Russian 
guns, had, as has been said, destroyed, during the advance, 
neai’ly Jialf of the Grand Army. Would the other half be 
able to with.stand, in addition, the frosts and snows of 
November on that bare and blood-soaked road ? 

Napoleon bade his men steel their hearts. He put the 
baggage of his army in the centre and gave the task of 
guarding the rear to Marshal Davoust. The Old Guard 
marched in the van. And ho, in three days, and under 
summer .skies, the ai'my came to tlic battlefield of the 
Borodino — ^thc same on which Napoleon had .set up the 
portrait of his little sou for his soldiers to see. 

There were 60,000 unburied corpses .still lying on the 
battlefield, and, as the army approached, clouds of carrion 
birds rose from their hideous feasting and wolves shrank 
away to await the time of the resumption of their 
carnival. The birds, flapping above the battlefleld, uttered 
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horrible cries and the heavy sound of their wings was 
like au omen of death. The shattered regiments gazed 
on this scene with nameless and unspeakable horror, 
and when the camp fires were lighted on the frozen ground 
the soldiers crouched over them, scai’ccly daring to look 
about them. Green eyes of wolves rcllcctcd the light of 
the fires from tire surrounding darkness. 

But still, by day, the sim shone brightly, and still the 
open 2 )lain, hardened by the night-frosts, made easy going. 
The enemy, too, kc^rt at a respectful distance. The pace 
of the Retreat was quick and its disorder ]U)t greater tlian 
had been anticipated. 

But on November G the >vind changed and the thermo- 
meter sank down. Tiny flakes of snow began to fill the 
air, . . . 

The snow is but a thin powdering as yet on the hard 
ground and the soldiers scarcely heed it ; but when at 
night they would light their fhes it is not so easy to 
light them. And the wind has come, driving the snow- 
flakes before it. Where shall they find fodder for the 
horses ? Where shall food for themselves be found ? . . . 

On this night, and on the days and nights which 
followed, the army of Napoleon, that sword of the Revo- 
lution which he had formed and teunpered, was broken in 
pieces. Strong men besotight Death in their prayers that 
he would come to them swiftly. Men fought like wolves 
for a cru.st of bread. “ Our small stock of provi.sions wa.s 
con.sumcd, the horses dropped dead with hunger and 
exhau.stion ^and were greedily devoured by the men. 
Whoever wandered aside in quc,st of food fell into the 
enemy’s liands.” 

Napoleon, on those days, marched on foot with his men, 
and the strong spirit which had sustained him in the 
Egyptian desert sustained him again in the desert of snow, 
in spite of the terrible news which, almost hourly, reached 
him of fresh dangers and fresh disasters. Already, in 
four weeks, 50,000 of the 100,000 men whom he had led 
out of Moscow were lo.st in the awful blizzards. Forty 
thousand horses, too, had fallen, and those which remained 
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could scarcely raise themselves from the ground. That 
eighty force, at the sound of whose marcliing all Europe 
had trembled only a few weeks before, where was it ? 
Where now were the heroes of Italy, of Marengo and 
Austerlitz and Jena and Fricdland? Could it be that 
these figures of despair were the soldiers of France and of 
the Revolution ? Napoleon, alone in his bivouac, in a 
wooden shed, "with his map on his kiiee.s, lieut his head and 
wept. And the soldiers who beheld him, in spite of all 
tlieir sufferings, were idled with pity. It is reeorded that 
again and again men offered logs of wood, on which their 
very lives dcjjcndcd, that the Man might not lack for a fire. 

lliit if the French were suffering horribly, the Russians, 
who pursiu'd them, were .suffering also. These Russians, 
clad in furs, well fed, and inarching through a friendly 
country, lost indeed, wounded and missing, in a month, 
IGO,000 out of 2()(),00() meir. There were onty 40,000 
Russians left, by tlie iniddlc of December, to carry on the 
pursuit. liong before that time Napoleon’s army had been 
again reduced by lialf. 

When the middle of November came the Man had not 
more than 25,000 men left out of his army of 500,000 men. 
Only one man in every twenty remained alive. And those 
who lived, in what state were they ? Night after night, 
more and yet more of the bivouac fires went out before 
morning, and those wbo crowded round these dead fires, 
which no one had the strength to replenish, fell back into 
the snow. As many as 800 corpses were counted around 
one of the fires. And day after day the empty ranks lo.st, 
to despair and exhaustion, men whose strength and courage 
were as the strength and courage of gods. Even the Old 
Guard began to waver. Napoleon marched among the 
Guard and spoke to them as he marched : 

“You sec the disorganization of my army. By some 
unfortunate infatuation most of the soldiers have thrown 
away their arms. If you follow their dangerous example 
there is no hope left. Upon you depends the salvation of 
the army.” 



468 


THE NORTH ROAD 


TTis guardsmen rallied round him, and well it was that 
they did so. For ahead of them lay the greatest danger of 
all : the River Reresina, held now by the enemy. 

That river had been frozen. Rut to the Iiorrors of 
frost and snow Avere to be added the equal horrors of a 
thaw. Suddenly the north wind ceased to blow and the 
cold was changed to warmth. Tlic ice-bound streams 
began to stir again between their banks. Then it Avas 
realized that the pontoons and bridging materials had 
been left behind I The position of that ragged, wretched, 
.starving, broken army was terrible, beyond the power of 
exaggeration. Rut its leader lost notliing of his courage 
or his .skill. 

“ He looked pale,” said one of his companions, “ but 
his face was calm, and nothing in his appearance betrayed 
his mental anguish.” 

He set a trap for the enemy and lured him away from 
the place where he meant to bridge the river. The 
Russians fell into the trap. On November 27 Napoleon 
watched the remnants of his army begin to file across the 
bridges which his brave engineers had constructed. At 
midday he himself crossed, surrounded by the Guard. 
After the aimy came another “ army ” of stragglers and 
fugitives, even women and children, who had actuallj'' 
followed the French from Moscow and from the .stricken 
villages in the hope of obtaining food or escaping the 
Clossacks, This second “ army,” when serious fighting 
began, rushed in panic to the bridge.s — ^which, during the 
whole of the previous night, had remained unused. There 
were soldiers on the bridges, for Napoleon was determined 
to hold the enemy off until his whole army had crossed. 
Fearful scenes of confusion and horror followed. Rut 
these were as nothing to the scenes which occurred, the 
next day, when the rearguard of the army crossed and 
then— as Avas absolutely neces.sary — set the bridges on 
fire. All those stragglers, men, women, and children, 
who remained on the far bank of the river, were either 
butchered by the Russians or Idlled by the cold. 

Nevertheless, thanlcs to the genius of Napoleon and to 
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the transccndaiit heroism of his immortal Marshal, Ney, the 
passa.ge of the river had been achieved. What remained 
of the army had been plucked out of the jaws of death. 
None but Napoleon, perhaps, could have carried through 
that mighty effort. 

And now only one hope remained — the obtaining of 
reinforcements. Unless new troops could be brought to 
the succour of this shattered remnant, France and the 
Revolution were doomed. The Man decided that tlie 
moment had arrived when he must rush to Paris and raise 
a fresh army. Again, as always, he has been blamed for 
this decision. He should have remained, his critics 
declare, and spent the winter with his men. Had he done 
so the utter collapse of France would have taken place 
during that winter. It was in Paris, and in Paris alone, 
that Napoleon could hope to remedy the disaster which 
had befallen him, build up a new resistance, and overawe 
the Kings who were, even then, making ready to devour 
the last remnants of his army. Fournier has written : 

“ Napoleon, at this crisis, has been blamed for deserting 
his army, an accusation even more unjust than when he 
left the Egyptian expedition. He was Emperor, and 
could conunaiid his array or not as he thought good, and 
consequently could resign his command when he wanted. 
He was better able to succom’ his shattered array by 
hurrying on before it to Paris than by remaining behind.” 

On the night of December C, with the thermometer 
standing at 24 dcgi'ecs below zei’o — for frost had succeeded 
again to thaw — ^Napoleon informed his Marshals of the 
decision which he had taken. The command of the army 
was handed to Murat, King of Naples, with orders to 
withdraw it as quickly as possible into Poland. 

“ As soon as I can,” said the Man, “ I will come back 
to you with a new aimy. Meanwhile support one another 
and faithfully obey yom* new commander.” 

Napoleon then embraced each of the noble warriors 
who had suffered with him through the last awful weeks 
and to whose heroism and endurance, as well as to his own 
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surpassing generalship, he owed it that any of them had 
emerged alive. He entered a sleigh with five companions 
and was immediately driven away. 

A journey of infinite peril lay before him, for already 
the country was infe.sted by Russian lior, semen, those 
terrible Cossacks who had wought such great havoc on 
his retreating army. That night he, and his c.scort of a 
hundred Polish Lancers, passed the camp-fires of a body of 
Cossacks ! All through the night and all through the next 
day they galloped, Napoleon keeping his face concealed 
from watchful eyes. On the next night the thermometer 
fell to 30 degrees below zero, and the hoi’scs of the escort, 
which had been insufficiently rested, began to stagger. 
Hefore morning fifty of the hundred troopers had fallen 
behind. 

But still the Man pressed forward, urged by a will which 
bent before no obstacle and sustained by a courage which 
nothing was able to daunt. On December 10 he reached 
Warsaw and put up at a modest hotel in the suburbs. 
One of his suite went in search of the French Ambassador, 
de Pradt, and brought him, secretly, to Napoleon, 

“ From the sublime to the ridiculous,” declai'ed the 
Man with a smile, “ there is, a.s you see, but a step.” Then 
the smile vanished from his lips as he added : ” Who has 
not suffered reverses ? It is true that nobody has hitherto 
endured reverses quite so great, but perhaps it is in keeping 
that my misfortunes should be proportioned to my fortunes. 
They will speedily be repaired.” 

Dc Pradt brought to the hotel the principal Polish 
Ministers, and these Napoleon addressed in brave words, 
assuring them that Poland would not be abandoned by 
him and m’ging them to give help to his broken army and 
to await his return with the new army he was about to 
create. 

The ministers retired. The sleigh came to the door and 
once more the journey was resumed to Dresden. The Man 
might rest now, for the chief dangers — ^they included two 
attempts at assassination which were foiled before being 



PARIS 


4G1 


put into execution— lay behind him. At Dresden, after 
an interview with the King of Saxony, and after writing 
a confident and even clieerful letter to his father-in-law, 
Francis of Austria, Napoleon bade farewell to the sleigh 
and with his companions entered a carriage. At midnight 
on December 18 the travellers reached Paris. 

Marie Louise, who had been warned in advance liy a 
special messenger, was waiting to receive her husband. 
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Tim next morning Napoleon met his ministers and set about 
fulfilling his promise to his soldiers. He learned that 
England had a new enemy now in America, who had 
deelared war on her, and he must have realized that, had 
peace been won at Moscow and the awful catastrophe of 
the Retreat from that city been avoided, all that he 
had hoped for would certainly have been granted him. 
England, with an American war on her hands, must, 
assuredly, have made peace with a triumphant France. 

Now timt Frairce stood, stripped of her power and 
nearly defenceless, the hope of peace had utterly vanished 
away. Napoleon therefore preijarcd for war and his 
fierce and sleepless energy called, in the space of three 
months, an immense new army into being. He, who in 
December had seen his power well-nigh destroyed, 
appeared, in March, rc-armed and formidable, before an 
amazed and affrighted Europe. 

“ I desh'c peace,” he declared. “ It is necessary to the 
world. Four times, since the ruiJturc which followed the 
Treaty of Amiens, I have solemnly proposed it. Neverthe- 
less I shall never make any peace which is not honourable 
and in conformity with the greatness of my Empire. There 
is no mystery about my course of policy. I have made 
known the sacrifices which I am willing to make. 

“ So long as this maritime war shall last, my people 
ought to be ready to make any species of sacrifice ; for a 
bad peace would involve us all in destruction — deprive us 
even of hope and compromise the fortunes of our 
descendants. 
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“ America has taken up arms for the purpose of 
enforcing respect to the sovereignty of its flag. She has 
the good will of the world in the glorious struggle in which 
slie has engaged. . . . America will have deserved well 
of all nations. Posterity will say that, the Old World 
having lost its rights, they were restored to it by the New.” 

The challenge to Britannia was not a whit less bold 
now than it had been in the years of prosperity. His 
ministers and his advisers might beg Napoleon to make 
peace at any price, to “ sacrifice a little to gain much,” 
they might urge that, in view of the Retreat from Moscow, 
France must be prepared to conduct “ deals ” with the 
Kings — ^thc Man would have none of these councils. 
Those who had seen in liim a cunning diplomat, a clever 
self-seeker, realized with a shock of amazement that they 
had formed a wholly false impression. Napoleon, on the 
contrary, was a patriot, a man of one idea, unbending, 
utterly determined. Pie would yield nothing. Nor did 
hints that, by trimming his sails, he might secure liis 
tlirone, affect his attitude in the slightest degree. With 
a kind of horror, the people who owed their fortune to his 
genius and his power, realized that he was about to add 
his throne to the stakes wliich he was piling up. Every- 
thing that he possessed, Iris crown, his glory, his very life 
would, in the last issue, they began to perceive, be cast 
into the scales against the ICings. 

In face of this “ madness,” as they called it, weak 
hearts began to quail and small ambitions grew pro- 
foundly uneasy. Napoleon, on the contrary, remained 
calm and cheerful. In no circumstances whatever would 
he sacrifice the Revolution to liis own or to any one else’s 
personal interests. People such as Talleyrand might say 
that, now, “ The Emperor of the French should become 
the King of France,” but their wisdom counted for nothing, 
Napoleon was absolutely determined never to be “King 
of France,” in the sense in which Talleyrand used that 
title. He would not 3deld up the new frontiers of France, 
the Alps and the Rhine j he would not consent to see the 
Kings securing once more “ stepping-stones ” against his 
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country. Better to fall as Emi)cror (that is to say, as the 
uijholder of the new frontiers), than to stand as King 
(that is to say, as the ruler of a France cribbed, cabined, 
and confined by her enemies). 

The New Frontiers were the frontiers of the Revolu- 
tion. They made France safe ; they made her strong ; 
they made her formidable — ^just as the narrow seas make 
England safe and strong and formidable. The Old 
Frontiers were the frontiers of the old Kings — ^mere lines 
drawn on the map. They would impose on France, now, 
as in past days, the burden of ever-present danger and 
ever-threatening darkness. Let an Englishman consider 
for a moment the effect, on our own national life, of 
handing over the county of Kent to France or the county 
of Durham to Germany ! 

It was the seizing and holding of the great “ natural 
frontiers ” — ^the mighty Alps and the broad Rhine — ^which 
had, in the first instance, secured life and hope to the 
Revolution and saved it from the Kings. All Napoleon’s 
victories, all his efforts, had been directed to the securing 
of those “ Frontiers of the Revolution,” just as all the 
efforts of the Kings had been directed to snatching away 
these frontiers from the Revolution atid from its leader. 
The Natural Frontier's were the sign and symbol of the 
power of the Man and of the Revolution which he served. 
They were the visible and substantial expression of the 
new Nationhood of France and of the ideals for which 
the French people had fought, with such desperate and 
such unflinching heroism, against a whole world of enemies. 
To give up the Natural Frontiers would be treason not only 
against France but agairat the common folk of Europe, of 
all whom — ^'though they knew it not — ^I’rance was the 
champion. It would be to acknowledge that the rights of 
Kings are above the rights of Man. For the Revolution, 
deprived of its Natural Frontiers, would be an easy prey 
of the Royal wolves and vultures. 

There is the true explanation of Napoleon’s “ madness ” 
and of his “boundless ambition.” His critics are ccr- 
tfiinly right when they say that, had he been prepared to 
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sacrifice the Natural Frontiers he might have reigned as 
“ King of Fi’ancc ” — ^for a time at least. But they err, 
as certainly, when they suggest that nothing but greed of 
power prevented him "from making that sacrifice. Once 
before, in his career, Napoleon had been compelled to 
choose between the French Revolution and his own 
welfare — ^when Paoli endeavoured to win him over to the 
cause of the King of England in Corsica. Napoleon had 
preferred, then, to see the utter ruin of all that he and his 
family possessed to seeing the Revolution betrayed and 
abandoned. 

And not once, since then, had he departed from that 
attitude of spirit. What he had done in Corsica, when the 
stake was a couple of small houses and a mulberry planta- 
tion, he was about to do again when the stake was the 
throne of France and her crown. And so, while others 
doubted and feared and made ready to save themselves 
by playing traitor, this Man remained serene and self- 
secure. Now, as formerly, his duty was plain before him. 
He would eat, not the bread of palaces, but the soldiers’ 
bread ; he would seek, not his own, but the Revolution’s. 
With a gesture which struck dismay into self-seeking 
hearts, he announced his intention of fighting the new 
campaign as “ General Bonaparte ” and not as the Emperor 
Napoleon, and he appointed his wife, Marie Louise, Regent 
during the period of his absence. That gesture told 
friend and foe alike that there would be no compromise 
with the Kings. It declared Napoleon’s unshakeable 
resolve to maintain the Natural Frontiers of the French 
people or to suffer the utter ruin of his power. 

I confess that I love to contemplate it. I confess 
that, in the whole pageant of modern history, there is no 
gesture which appeals to me with equal force. If, at tliis 
supreme hour, Napoleon had been careful to save his 
thi'onc and his House, and so had founded a royal dynasty 
in France, his name would doubtless have gone down to 
the future as a wise and prudent man. But the spirit of 
the Revolution, of Democracy, which is the living spirit 
of tliis Twentieth Century, must have suffered a darker 
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eclipse than that which actually befell it. It was the 
spectacle of that lonely, desolate figure on the rock of St. 
Helena, as much as the spectacle of the mighty warrior, 
girded with victory, which helped to accomplish in the 
liearts of men the miracle of a new world founded on 
man’s right to possess his own soul even against Kings and 
princes and priests. 

Napoleon may have known, dimly, as he set forth from 
St. Cloud on April 15, 1818, to take command of his new 
amics, that, be the issue favourable or unfavourable, the 
Revolution was safe now against any change of fortune — 
safe for the future years if not for the years lying imme- 
diately ahead. But that knowledge certainly was not 
shared by any of those who sun-ounded the “ Man of 
Destiny.” Poor Josephine, in her retreat, found the cards 
growing more and more unfavourable and realized with 
dismay that the figures of the year 1818, when added 
together, make 18. Marie Louise, too, who had grown as 
fond of her husband as she was capable of being fond of 
any one, experienced lively airxiety. She actually hung 
on Napoleon’s neck, as he took final leave of her, and 
she wrote to a friend : 

“ I hope that my son will make, some day, as his 
father does, the happiness of all who know and approach 
him.” 
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The Grand Army, as Napoleon now knew, had gone to 
pieces utterly and irretrievably among the snows of 
Poland during the weeks after he had given up the supreme 
command. As an army it had ceased to exist ; but of 
the scattered remnants he hoped to be able to create the 
skeleton of a new force. All his efforts were bent to the 
accomplishment of this task. 

There was not a day to be lost, for Alexander of Russia 
and Frederick William of Prussia were now driving the 
French stragglers before them through Germany. The 
Retreat from Moscow was becoming — surely and swiftly — 
the March to Paris. 

The Man completed his preparations and went thunder- 
ing to Mayence where his new armies awaited him — armies 
but half trained and sadly lacking in cavahy and guns. 
With these raw recruits he must face the boiling patriotism 
of all Germany, of the nations as well as of the Kings. 
He did not hesitate for an instant — ^for to hesitate was to 
invite his father-in-law, Francis of Austria, to join the 
Ring against him. 

And the God of Battles delivered his foes into his hand. 
Seventeen days after he left Paris, Napoleon, with his 
army of beardless boys, defeated the veteran troops of 
Russia and Prussia. A fortnight later he inflicted on these 
same troops another aud a greater humiliation. A world- 
which “ could scarce forbear to cheer ” learned the names 
of the battles of Lutzen and Bautzen, and Lord Byron 
declared that, hawing accidents, he would “ back Napoleon 
against the field.” 
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This last battle had been almost a victory on the 
mighty scale of Austei’litz. But the want of cavalry, and 
an excess of caution on the part of Marshal Ncy, that most 
glorious hero of the Russian Retreat, “ the bravest of the 
brave,” had allowed the beaten, foe to escape. A truce 
was asked for by the Kings and granted by Napoleon who 
thus, in his own opinion given at St. Helena, committed 
the greatest mistake of his life. 

For had the war been continued the Kings would in- 
evitably have been forced to make peace. Unhappily 
Napoleon was nearly as much in need of rest as wci'e his 
enemies — for his army of boys was uttei'ly exhausted. 
These brave lad,s were not the seasoned and hardened 
troops of the days of glory. Moreover the Man of the 
Revolution still believed that his father-in-law would not 
join his enemies. The truth, on the contrary, was that it was 
a hint from Francis of Austria that he would not be fully 
ready to fight before the end of June which, with their own 
evil plight, had made Alemndei' and Fredcrkle William so 
anxious to secure a hreallm\g-sj}acc. While Napoleon 
buoyed himself with ho 2 )es of a ^Jermanent peace the Kings 
were busy sharpening their sxvords. 

And to the Kings, thus engaged, there came in the 
mouth of July ncw.s of an overwhelming victory secured 
by Wellington over King Jo.seph of Spain. On the field 
of Vittoria (June 21), Napoleon’s brother had lost his 
crown. The British troops were marching through Spain 
to invade France. 

Napoleon also got that news, which meant that all 
hope of obtaining troops from Spain might be abandoned 
for ever. And he was learning, at the same time, that 
his marriage with Marie Louise — ^which he was afterwards 
to call “ an abyss covered with rosc.s ” — had not, after all, 
secured him again.st the hatred of her father. Francis of 
Austria had joined hi.s enemies. The combined armies 
of Russia and Prussia and Austria were making ready — 
as soon as the truce expired — to strike him down. The 
combined armies of England and Spain were already 
approaching the southcni frontier of France, Hope faded 
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and gave place to uttei' despair in every heai’fc except that 
of Napoleon himself. The determination of this man of 
iron, on the contrary, was not shaken even in the smallest 
degree. To every proposal that he should yield on the 
vital question of the frontiers of France and the “ stepping- 
stone ” states, he retui’ned a proud and even contemptuous 
refusal. 

“ Do they want me to dishonour myself ? ” he 
demanded. 

The war began again on August 11. On the 26th of 
that same month, at Dresden, Napoleon smote his massed 
enemies hip and thigh. But the weakness of his own 
army prevented him, once again, from following up his 
victory, the full extent of which he certainly did not at 
first realize : 

“ Had he had the faintest suspicion,” says Fournier, 
“ of the dejection in the AlUcs’ camp, of the bad .spirit 
shown by the Austrians, of the disorder of the retreat, of 
the inextricable confusion in the marching of the columns, 
of the danger of their being annihilated ... he would not 
have lost a jnoincnt in completing his victory by a sudden 
and cru.shing blow.” 

But to these ti’imnphs disasters were fated, soon, to 
succeed. September brought fresh help to the enemy and 
fresh trouble to Napoleon. In October Wellington invaded 
France from Spain, and in that same mouth, at Leipzig, 
in a battle which lasted diu’mg three successive days, 
Napoleon himself suffci’cd a decisive defeat. Leipzig 
has been called “ The Battle of the Nations.” It was at 
Leipzig that .some of the German troops serving in the 
French Army went over to the enemy. It was of Leipzig 
tliat Napoleon declared, a few months later, “ If 1 had 
Iiad 80,000 rounds [of ammunition] at Leipzig, 1 should 
to-day, be master of the world.” The ammunition of the 
French Army ran short during the battle. 

After the third day of the Battle of Leipzig it became 
evident to the M'm th.-’t he mint order a retreat. He 
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gave the order and then — for his army had by no means 
been routed — ^fell asleep, utterly exhausted, 

“ They had brought him a wooden stool,” says a 
witness of the scene, “ and worn out by the exertions of 
the last few days, he fell asleep. His hands, loosely 
clasped, rested on his lap, and he looked, at that moment, 
like any other mortal man bowed by bitter adversity. His 
Generals stood round the watehflre gloomy and silent, 
and a short distance off the retreating troops marched 
past.” 

On November 2 Napoleon led his army back to May- 
ence and the Rhine. It was reduced — ^that gallant 
army — ^to about 90,000 men from the half million which 
it had numbered only a few months before. Worse still, 
a terrible outbreak of typhus fever was raging in the town. 
The Man laboured day and night to secure for the sufferers 
good conditions and good treatment. And then, when 
he had fully accomplished this work, he set out, at the 
gallop, for i*aris. 

The Rhine, the Natural Frontier of France, “ the 
Frontier of the Revolution,” was in danger ! 
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Napoleon returned to Paris to demand yet another new 
army — for France herself was now in danger, It was a 
fearful demand to make to a land which had been at war 
for twenty years and had, in the last year, lost more than 
half a million men in Russia and Poland and Germany 
and Spain. 

But France, grand, heroic, wonderful, gave the Man 
of the Revolution the right to ask for all that he required. 
A new “ call-up ” was sanctioned, and in every village of 
the Motherland patriots girded themselves. But there 
was no time to gather the needful forces together. On 
New Year’s Day of the year 1814 the troops of the Kings 
crossed the Rhine and entered France. At last, the 
citadel itself, from whence had proceeded aU the thunders 
of war, was laid open. Napoleon knew that he must strike 
at once with what forces remained at his disposal. With 
no more than 60,000 men he rushed to stay the maa’ch of 
200,000. 

That campaign is still the miracle of miracles, and still 
even to read of it is to experience the quickening of every 
pulse. Soldiers, from Wellington himself onwards, have 
called it the supremo example of the soldiers’ craft. Then, 
in his nakedness and his defeat, the world beheld the true 
Napoleon, he of the great heart and the great courage, the 
Man of faith, who knew not any repining. . . , 

The snows are drifting over France and her fair face 
is darkened under threatening clouds. Through her 
villages go marching the despoilers, greedy of her life, 
Russians and Prussians, Austrians and Germans, Swedes 
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and men of the Ealiic shores, a mighty host, the avenging 
armies of the Kings, the cohorts of the Old World about 
to trample the New World into the recking mud. And 
Hritannia is holding all the seas for the Kings. Against 
that multitude is ranged but a handful of half-trained 
boys, and the remnants of a great army. But the Man 
of Battles is with them. . . . 

He has come again from Paris, in these bitter January 
days, to struggle alone against the Kings, and now the 
load of care has passed from his brow and the load of 
doubt from his mind. He has not erred m his deep know- 
ledge that between the Old and the New there can be no 
compromise, that blue blood has no truce with the blood 
of common men. Through the years these Lords of the 
Kingdoms of Europe have pursued, with their unquench- 
able hate, the spirit of the Revolution. To-day their 
hearts are uplifted in the contemplation of Victory. . . . 

I think that, as he rides among his soldiers, Napoleon’s 
eyes are bright. Let the Kings achieve their very worst ; 
even so, it shall not avail them. For already the world 
is fitU of the song of freedom yirhich shall make it whole 
against all the strength of Kings and cunning of priests. 
Shall men forget the days when a man, whose soul was 
lifted up with the new faith, so wrought that Kings and 
priests must bend the laiee before the common folk ? Let 
the Kings triumph ; they shall not the less, in their hour 
of strength, hear the marching of the men of faith, the 
soldiers of France and of Napoleon ? Marengo, Austerlitz, 
Jena, Friedland, aye and Moscow too and Dresden and 
the Marne — ^the Marne — ^in these names shall liberty be 
justified and lifted up. . . . 

And so the Man fares forth unafraid against the night of 
his eclipse. He, and Ms yoimg lads, shall smite the Kings 
again, and again and once again, striking terror and con- 
fusion in these SAVollen ranks. They .shall sweep, as on 
the wings of eagles, from post to post, from battlefield to 
battlefield; sti’ength shall be given them to achieve as 
never before men have achieved and to conquer as never 
before men have conquered. , . . 
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First it is Bri^nne, that Brienne to Avhich the little lad 
of nine years came, so long ago, as a timid scholar scarce 
able to speak a word of French. Napoleon and his boys 
defeated the Prussians thei’e on January 30. The next 
day they suffered defeat themselves, but rallied enough 
to continue the unequal struggle. Then followed four 
victories in quick succession — Champaubert, Montmirail, 
Chfi,teau-Thierry, Vauchamp — the rout of the Prussians and 
discouragement and dismay among the Kings, . . . 

For a moment Napoleon dares to breathe himself. 
Surely, after this miracle, deliverance cannot be withheld. 
His thoughts rush toAvards those he loves : 

“ Never,” he writes to liis friehds in Paris, “ let the 
Empress and the King of Rome [his son] fall into the hands 
of the enemy. My own feeling is that I had rather see my 
son murdered than educated at Vienna as an Austrian 
prince, and I have a sufficiently good opinion of the Empress 
to be convinced that she would share my opinion as far 
as a wife and mother could share it. . . . Avoid saying 
anything that might lead her to believe that I would 
consent to be protected by her father.” 

The brcuthiiig-spacc lasts but a few days and then, 
once more, the hunters have rallied their broken forces 
and are again in pursuit of the lion of France. There are 
two more battles, indecisive a^i to their result, and Napoleon 
draws off his shattered, exhausted army for a last, desperate 
spring. But his enemies are able, now, to measure the 
whole extent of his weakness. Even their faint hearts 
are filled with boldness. They turn away from liim. 
The March on Paris begins. 

Napoleon rushes to save his capital. But he is too late. 
On the way to Paris the news comes to him that his wife 
and son have left the city — ^acting on the advice of his 
brother Joseph — and that the Generals ordered to defend 
it have made surrender. 

The Kings have seized their prey. 
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THE PATH OF DUTY 

When that news reached him, Napoleon fell back to 
Fontainebleau — ^the palace of his glory, the palace where, 
only a few months before, he had actually held the Pope 
himself prisoner. 

Now the ante-rooms, once so crowded, are deserted 
and empty. All the worshippers of the Rising Sun have 
gone to the Kings in the Capital, to which, already, King 
Louis XVIII, is hastening. Away with the Revolution 
and the Man of the Revolution ! Away with the rule of 
the common folk. Blue blood has triumphed over red 
blood and the “ Glittering Beings ” are once again on the 
march to Versailles. Napoleon saw and understood. 
“ Let us go on fighting,” he cried to those of his Generals 
who remained. “ France is yet loyal to the Revolution 
and she has great resources.” 

But his Generals, full of their great possessions, had 
had enough of soldier’s bread. Marmont, the friend of 
Napoleon’s young manhood, handed over the army, 
secretly, to King Louis. Marmont’S eyes and those of 
nearly all the others, were set, already, on the palace 
of the new King. One by one they took their leave — 
one by one, and even, at the last, Berthier, the Chief of 
Staff, Napoleon’s right hand. 

“ I will return,” said tlus man whom the fallen Emperor 
had loaded with honours and riches. 

“ Berthier will not return,” said Napoleon in tones of 
infinite sadness, when his old friend had gone away. 

There were comings and goings between Fontainebleau 
and Paris and then, because the army, what was left of it. 
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had been betrayed by Marmont to the Kings, Napoleon 
consented to abdicate. On April 11, 1814, he m’ote : 

“ The Allied Powers having proclaimed that the 
Emperor Napoleon was the only obstacle to the re-establish- 
ment of peace in Europe, the Emperor Napoleon, faithful 
to his oath, declares that he renoxmces for himself and his 
heu'S the thrones of France and Italy, because there is no 
personal sacrifice, even were it of life itself, which he is 
not ready to make to the interests of France.” 

“ I abdicate,” he said to a friend, “ but give away 
notliing.” 

Not once had he faltered; he was beaten, but his 
enemies had obtained no concession from him. There is 
a story that on the night of his abdication he tried to com- 
mit suicide. It is a tale which lacks conclusive evidence 
in its support ; and those who tell it are not agreed among 
themselves — always a suspicious circumstance. Napoleon 
may have been “ sick unto death,” but, as Fournier says, 
his “ sickness had entirely disappeared by the next day.” 
Moreover he declared to a friend, as if excusing himself 
for not doing what he is said to have done : 

“ A death which I could only gain by an act of despair 
would be cowardice. Suicide is neither in harmony with 
my principles nor with the rank which I hold in the 
world.” 

He also declared : 

“ People will blame me for surviving my downfall, and 
wrongly. I see nothing noble in ending my life like a 
gambler who has lost his money.” 

There, I think, is the true Napoleon. He was not, nor 
did he feel, like “ a gambler who had lost his money.” 
His loss was a small thing to him and gave him, apparently, 
small concern, for even his worst enemies say that he was 
calm and cheerful in these dark days. Had he not, like 
the Apostle, fought the good fight, kept the faith and 
finished the work that was given him to do ? If he had 
not succeeded, that was the will of Providence. Besides 
be ^mew — be miipt h"ve '*'nown— tb“t bi'i succe®'^ W^*s 
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immeasurably greater than his failure. He himself had 
lost a crown; the Eevolution — ^Democracy — was estab- 
lished for ever in the hearts of Frenchmen. 

Let no one, then, pity tlie deserted ruler in his empty 
and silent palace. Let no one think that Napoleon at 
Fontainebleau is less serene than Napoleon at Austerlitz. 
Fontainebleau, Austerlitz — ^they are but milestones on the 
■way from the Old World to the New, 

Napoleon’s formal abdication was signed on April 13 — 
a date which seemed to poor Josephine, who, at Malmaison, 
was receiving the marked attentions of all the Kings, and 
doing her best — or so her enemies say — ^to secure her own 
position, full of signifieanee. lEs journey to the tiny Isle 
of Elba, of which he had been sarcastically created 
“ Emperor ” by the Kings, began on April 20, 1814. What 
remained of the Old Guard -was drawn up in the great 
courtyard of the palace — ^the Court of the White Horse, 
Napoleon’s travelling-carriage, with the Normandy horses, 
awaited him. 

The Man was calm and never, at any time, had he 
looked so completely master of himself. He advanced to 
his beloved soldiers and spoke to them. 

“ Soldiers,” be cried, “ you, my old companions-in- 
arms, who have always accompanied me in the road to 
honour, we must at length separate. I might have 
remained longer among you, but to do so I should have 
prolonged a bitter struggle, adding, perhaps, civil to foreign 
war, and I could not bear the idea of longer convulsing 
France. Enjoy the repose you have so justly earned and 
be happy. As for me, do not pity me. I have a mission, 
and it is to fulfil that that I consent to live, and this mission 
is to relate to posterity the great deeds we have performed 
together. I would wish to clasp you all in my arms, but 
allow me to embrace the flag which represents you.” 

Napoleon them embraced General Petit, who com- 
manded the Old Guard. He kissed the colours. The 
stilhiess of the April day was unbroken ; the guardsmen 
stood stiffly to attention. 
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But the tears ran down their checks. The Man, whose 
eyes were moist, waved his hand to his soldiers. He 
entered his carriage which immediately di’ove away. And 
then discipline was broken. 

“ One heard nothing but sobbing all along the ranks,” 
says Coignet, “ and I confess I was weeping, too, when I 
saw my beloved Emperor leave.” 
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The Kings in Paris — Francis of Austria, Frederick 
William of Prussia, and Alexander of Russia — ^were pro- 
foundly relieved to see the last of Napoleon because there 
was great fear that, in spite of the fact that all, or nearly 
all, his Marshals had deserted him, the Army might rush to 
his side. The Army had not deserted Napoleon, and it 
was covered with shame and full of rage because its leaders 
had handed it over to the Kings. 

Moreover, except in a few districts, the public opinion 
of France was all for the Man. The grandeur of his 
resistance to the Kings, he with his handful of lads, they 
with their mighty armies, had thrilled every heart and, 
already, stories of that immortal campaign were rousing 
patriots to a white heat of devotion — ^how the Man had 
contrived to be in four places at once ; how he had rushed 
from battlefield to battlefield; how when, once, his 
troops fell back he had faced them alone, on a bridge, 
and by his own desperate courage rallied them. How he 
had shared aU their hardships and all their dangers and how 
his bravery had uplifted all who beheld it. 

There were districts of France, however, in which the 
friends of the “ Glittering Beings ” had many supporters — 
and notably the valley of the Rhfine, Lyons, Valence, and 
Aix, that district in which Napoleon bad served his 
apprenticeship to arms. It was through that district 
that the travelling-carriages must now pass on their way 
to the coast. 

There were three carriages. Napoleon and General 
Bertrand occupied the second. The “ Commissioners,” 
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as they were called, of the Kings — reality Napoleon’s 
gaolers — occupied the third. An escort of the Cavalry of 
the Guard rode in front for a short distance, and then 
retired, leaving the carriages to proceed unattended. At 
first crowds surrounded Napoleon’s carnage, blessing him 
and cursing his conquerors. Shouts were raised against 
the “ Commissioners ” and tlureats uttered — ^for which 
Napoleon himself expressed his regrets to those gentlemen. 

But when the valley of the Rh&ne was reached these 
tributes of love changed to tributes of hate. In the valley 
of the Rh8nc a “ White Terror ” was begimiing, and 
murder was already afoot. Instead of cries of “Long 
live the Emperor ! ” there were yells of “ Down with the 
Tyrant ! Long live the King ! ” In order to avoid trouble 
the carriages drove through Lyons at night. But they 
came to Valence — ^that Valence of the old days, of Made- 
moiselle Bou, of poverty and hard work and hope — ^by 
day. Valence was not friendly. Napoleon made a stop 
in the town and met there Augereau, the ex-fencing-master, 
his old companion in arms, whom he had created Duke of 
Castiglione. 

Augereau heaped curses and insults on the fallen ruler. 
This man had actually, when he heard of Napoleon’s 
abdication, issued an address to the soldiers serving under 
liim in which he declared his benefactor to be “ a man 
who, having sacrificed millions of victims to his insatiable 
ambition, has not known how to die like a soldier.” 

This was meant, of course, for the eyes of King Louis, 
for Augereau hoped to retain his title and his fortune. 
Eleven months later, when Napoleon came back from Elba, 
the same man issued a new address to his soldiers in which 
he said : 

“ The Emperor is in his Capital I That name so long 
the pledge of victory has alone sufficed to disperse his 
enemies.” 

This was meant for the eyes of Napoleon. 

At Valence, too, Napoleon met his brother Jerome’s 
wife, that good woman, Catherine, the daughter of the 
King of Wurtemberg. The King of Wurtemburg, as I 

2 T 
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have told already, had tried to separate his daughter from 
her husband when the star of Napoleon began to fade. 
But Catherine would not submit to that separation. She 
had escaped from her father and was now on her way 
to join Jerome in Switzerland. Napoleon embraced her 
without speaking a Avord. 

“ That mute embrace, ” said the noble Catherine, 
“ was eloquent, and revealed the feelings of a hero who had 
been betrayed.” 

The farther south the carriages travelled the more 
angiy grew the mobs Avhich awaited them in the towns. 
At Avignon, where the Pope had been kept a prisoner 
by Napoleon for a short time, a furious crowd tlmeatened 
the carriage and demanded the blood of “ the Corsican.” 
Napoleon heard these cries of hate with anguish and is 
said to have betrayed signs of collapse and fears for his 
life — but that story comes from his enemies. In any 
case his gaolers became alarmed for his safety — ^for which 
they were responsible — ^and Sir Neil Campbell, the English 
“ Commissioner,” states that Napoleon Avas begged to 
leave his carriage and to adopt a disguise. 

He did this, and rode on horseback, in a plain uniform 
Avith a hat ornamented Avith a Avhite cockade — a fact 
which, by the Avay, does not suggest “ collapse.” The 
Commissioners had reason to be thankful that their advice 
had been taken, for, at Orgon, the mob, carrying a gallows, 
rushed Napoleon’s carriage. They found nobody in the 
carriage except General Bertrand, whose life might have 
been sacrificed had not the Russian “ Commissioner,” 
the gallant Schouvaloff, harangued the ci’OAvd in French 
and put their ringleaders to shame. 

Meanwhile Napoleon, riding Avith an officer, reached the 
Avayside inn where he meant to spend the night. An old 
Avoman, in the inn, who did not know who these travellers 
were, spoke to them about Napoleon and cursed his name. 
At that the Man is said to have burst into tears. He had 
passed through the danger area. He had seen both how 
much he was beloved and how fiercely he was detested. 
Augereau’s brutal rudeness had wounded him ; Catherine’s 
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nobility of soul had blessed him. So many emotions, 
coming so quickly, to a man worn out with incessant 
anxiety and superhuman effort, both physical and mental, 
were, apparently, more than even these iron nerves could 
endure. 

I am inclined to believe the story of Napoleon’s tears 
because, once, during the Great War, I saw a soldier, who 
had won the Victoria Cross a few weeks before, burst into 
tears at the sound of a banging door in a military hospital. 
This most brave fellow had temporarily lost his nerve as a 
result of the tremendous strain which he had undergone. 

Napoleon crossed to Elba in a British man-o’-war, the 
IJndaunled. He reached his tiny kingdom, an island about 
the size of the Isle of Wight, lying off the Italian coast, 
on May 4, 1814. The islanders, mostly fisherfolk and 
miners, welcomed him with rapture. 

He reached Elba alone. His wife and child had not 
joined him, though the Kings had promised that no 
obstacle would be put in the way of his relatives who 
might wish to share his exile. Could it be, then, that 
Marie Louise did not wish to join her husband ? . . . The 
months passed- There was no sign from this Avife who, a 
year before, had been so loving. Napoleon -wrote letter 
after letter ; he sent messengers ,♦ he de-vised schemes. 
And he persuaded himself that it was the Kings who were 
keeping his wife and son away from him. He mote to 
Francis of Austria : 

“ I am too well acquainted with the principles of Your 
Majesty, I know too well what value you attach to family 
ties, not to feci a happy con-vietion that you will hasten 
whatever may be the inclinations of yoiu’ Cabinet and your 
policy, to hdp me in pressing forward the moment of 
meeting between a wife and her husband and a child with 
his father.” 

There was no reply. Nor did Marie Louise reply. The 
melancholy truth was that Marie Louise had already 
found a lover very much to her taste in the Count of 
Neipperff, to whose care her father had en-trusted her. She 
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■^vas destined lo bear four cliildren to this agreeable man 
and then, at his death, to replace him, in her affections, 
by another lover, the Count of Bombelles. 

Napoleon’s little son, who had eried piteously for his 
father when he was taken away from Paris, saying to 
Meneval : “ M. Meva tell him that I still love him,” Avent to 
Austria to be brought up “ as an Austrian prince ” until 
his death at tAventy-one years of age. He was known, in 
his life, as Duke of Roichstadt, Avas forsaken by his mother 
and died in the palace of Schoenbrunn. He was buried 
in the uniform of an Austrian officer. Yet, he learned to 
love liis father’s memory, and Avhen Napoleon died “ he 
shed many tears.” 

Napoleon was not, hoAvever, left entirely desolate at 
Elba. His good mother, the brave Letitia, came to stay 
with him, and so also did his sister Pauline. Marie Walew» 
sld too, the Avoman who loved him, paid him a brief visit 
of two days’ duration when she heard that he had been 
abandoned by his Avife. She brought her son — ^Napoleon’s 
son — ^Avith her. 

Before that visit took place Napoleon learned of the 
death of Josephine from diphtheria, a month after he 
himself had departed from France. 



CHAPTER LXXIV 

LIUES AND VIOLETS 

Napoleon in Elba remained the Man of the Revolution. 
He set about, on the day of his arrival, improving his new 
realm and busying himself with the welfare of his new 
subjects. 

He also put the island in a state to defend itself 
against attack — ^for he had no illusions about the Kings ; 
sooner or later he believed they would try to curb him yet 
further. His eyes, meanwhile, were set on France and on 
her conquerors. The Kings were busy doing exactly what 
Napoleon had always declared that they would do. France 
was to lose her “ Natural Frontiers ” ; she was to be 
ruled by the Bourbons — ^by Louis XVIII, that fat and 
selfish prince who “ had learned nothing and forgotten 
nothing.” The common folk were to be put, as quickly 
as possible, in their place. Having made these preliminary 
arrangements the Kings retired to Vienna and began the 
pleasant work of dividing the spoils. Poland, unhappy 
Poland, was divided up once more between Francis, 
Alexander, and Frederick William. Frederick William 
received a large slice of the Kingdom of Saxony. The 
King of Sardinia made a mouthful of Genoa. Belgium 
fell to the House of Orange. The King of Sweden got 
Norway, in exchange for Finland, which Alexander was 
determined to have and to hold. The Prince Regent of 
England, for poor George III was now insane, kept Malta, 
India, the Cape of Good Hope, and, of course, Hanover — 
with additions. Italy was split up again and divided 
among the hungry pack. Napoleon’s wife, Marie Louise, 
got her share — ^the Duchy of Parma, and some other crumbs 



484 


LILIES AND VIOLETS 


from the feast. Francis, her fatlicr, kept Venice. The 
Pope recovered his “ kingdom in this world.” 

The Kings, in other words, devoured the pcoi)lcs. 
The Poles and Italians, whom Napoleon had tried to set 
free, were hurried again under the yoke of their oppressors. 
The Revolution, Democracy, was suppressed and France 
was shorn of her safety. It is a depressing thought that 
our own country was a party to this shameless and un- 
scrupulous settlement — a settlement which was to cause 
endless wars and which, finally, was to plunge unhappy 
Europe in the awful catastrophe of 1914. In 1914, 
“ England and France united ” were compelled, on pain 
of death, to return to the wise and generous plan of 
Napoleon and to put an end — God grant that it may be 
for ever ! — to the power of the Kings, 

Italy is a nation to-day ; Napoleon tried to make 
Italy a nation. The Pope, to-day, is compelled to content 
himself with his Heavenly power ; Napoleon tried to make 
him so content. Geiraany, to-day, lives while Prussia, 
with her horrible Militarism, has been curbed ; Napoleon 
tried to curb Prussia and to raise up Germany. Austria 
has been quelled and reduced ; Napoleon tried to quell 
and to reduce Austria. Poland has regained her freedom 
and her soul ; Napoleon tried to secure them for her. 
Belgium is independent of Holland and is the friend of 
France ; Napoleon tried to bring about this state of matters. 
The Holy Inquisition reigns no longer in Spain ; Napoleon 
suppressed it. England and France are friends ; that was 
the dream of all Napoleon’s life. And the Revolution is 
established fur ever in the hearts of the French people. 

Can any man look at the work of the Kings, after they 
destroyed Napoleon, and at the work of Napoleon before 
he was destroyed, and say, honestly, that the fall of this 
great man was not an overwhelming disaster to mankind ? 
Can we, who have seen our brothers and sons torn to 
pieces by the greed of the Kings in those awful years 
1914-1918, doubt for a moment that, when our country- 
men refused to make peace with the Man, they betrayed 
themselves mid their children’*’ children ? 
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The price of Napoleon’s fall was the Great War, for, 
when Napoleon fell, France was deliberately crippled by 
the Kings and Prussia encouraged to become the master 
6f Germany. The march of Prussia towards “ world 
power ” dates not from 1870 but from 1814. Who will 
dispute to-day tliat Napoleon would have served the 
world well if, instead of taking some pity on the Hohen- 
zollems, Frederick William and his Amazon Queen, as he 
did, he had driven them from their throne and utterly 
destroyed it, as he thought of doing ? 

The revenges of history are slow ; but they are terribly 
sure. By a series of adroit moves the Kings of Emope 
forced Napoleon to occupy the countries surrounding 
France. They used his victories as an excuse for calling 
him a t 3 n’ant ; and the fact that his armies were, neces- 
sarily, spread all over Europe, for rousing the common 
people, whose saviour he was, against him. Thus they 
succeeded in stealmg the patriotism of simple folk to serve 
as a prop for their own tottering thrones. The moment 
Napoleon left the stage, the common folic were treated 
exactly as a farmer treats the cattle on his farm — ^they 
were bought and sold wth the property. 

The only excuse for the Kings is that most of them 
were insane. George III was a decent enough man accord- 
ing to his lights ; yet he lost America to this country and 
was less concerned about that loss than he was about the 
loss of Hanover, “ his father’s house.” His reason gave 
way. His son, the Prince Regent, afterwards George IV, 
was a man of most imworthy character. The "Tsar 
Paul ” was frankly insane ; his son, Alexander, showed 
many symptoms of mental degeneration (one of which, 
perhaps, was his share in his father’s death). Francis of 
Austria was sane ; but a more cold and calculating man 
existed nowhere in Europe. Of the Spanish and Neapo- 
litan Bourbons it is scarcely necessary to speak. The 
best that can be said of them is silence. The French 
Bourbons were but the dregs of a once-great family. Even 
Englishmen blushed for the Count of Artois, who had 
been their guest so long, when he succeeded his brother 
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Louis XVIII on the throne of France, as Charles X. 
The Holienzollcrns were sane enough, but they were war- 
mad, had always been so, and were destined always to 
be so. The ex-Emperor William II is a son of his race. 

Against this baekground of pride and eunning and 
imbecility, the figure of Napoleon stands out, at once very 
human and very gracious. And the longer it is examined, 
and the closer, the more gracious does it seem. Napoleon, 
in the age in which he lived, was a moral man. He was 
kind in an age of great cruelty. His care of poor people 
and helpless people never failed, though he could be terribly 
severe on traitors. It is on record that he always bowed 
to his personal servants — ^thus carrying on the Corsican 
tradition of his boyhood. Nor was any servant, however 
humble, ever dismissed without his permission. Behaviour 
of this sort, a hundred years ago, was not only extra- 
ordinary, it was, in a King, absolutely unheard of. But 
the man who abolished flogging in the Services, who 
co-operated in the abolition of the slave trade, and who 
abolished the Holy Inquisition could not refrain from 
follo^ving, whenever possible, the dictates of a land heart. 
It lias often been said that Napoleon was not religious. 
But if “ True religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this ; to visit the widows and fatherless in their 
affliction and to keep himself unspotted from the world,” 
then the Man of the Revolution was not the godless 
monster he has been painted. His care of the widows and 
fatherless children of his soldiers is on record for all the 
world to read. Moreover, for the faith that was in him he 
braved every danger and made, ultimately, every sacrifice. 

Nor is the story of death and desolation which his 
wars occasioned even comparable to the story of death 
and desolation occasioned by the so-called “ settlement ” 
of Europe which the Kings carried out after they had 
destroyed him. In order at long last to put Napoleon’s 
plan into execution Europe has been compelled to suffer the 
wars of Italian liberation ; the Crimean War ; the Austro- 
Prussian War ; the war between Denmark and Prussia ; 
the Franco-Prussian Warj and the Great War of 1914-1918. 
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That toll of slaughter is the final answer to the charge that 
Napoleon was actuated merely by vulgar ambition (as if 
a great-hearted people, such as the French, would ever 
have consented to follow a mere adventurer for twenty 
years and would, to this day, hold his memory in respect 
and affection !). 

Nor was this Man the enemy of liberty as has so often 
been said. He was at war during the whole of his reign. 
When a nation is mobilized for war, as Europe knows now, 
the full personal liberty of peace-time is simply impossible. 
Napoleon organized France against the Kings and every- 
thing which he did was done to this end. Had peace 
come to him, Europe would have seen — ^and how often did 
he not dwell on this himself? — a very different form of 
government in France. Was our own War Council of 
1918 the enemy of liberty because it severely restricted 
the rights of every citizen to do as he chose ? Was the 
conscription in England, which saved us, an act of 
tyranny ? 

Napoleon is always judged by his enemies as if he had 
reigned in a period of profound peace. In fact, during 
a bare twenty years, he commanded personally in 600 
skirmishes and 85 pitched battles and, during the ten 
years of his actual reign, spent exactly 64 days more in 
his palaces than in camp in presence of the enemy I The 
amazing thing is, not that personal liberty was curtailed 
during these years of fury, but that it was allowed to exist 
at all. Napoleon, in sober truth, exacted not the maximum 
but the minimum compatible with the safety and glory of 
France, and, throughout all his wars, his love of liberal 
culture and of science never waned. As a medical man it 
pleases me to think that a request for the release of an 
English prisoner, which had been refused by the Man, 
was granted instantly when Jenner, the discoverer of 
vaccination, wrote to support it. 

“ What ! ” cried Napoleon, “ the great Jenner asks ? 
It is impossible to refuse anything to that man.” 

It pleases me, too, to contemplate the great and selfless 
care wliich this soldier always bestowed on his wounded 
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and the immense interest which he took in surgery and 
niedieinc. Napoleon offered a prize for an essay on 
dii^hthcria. And he Avrotc in his will of Larrey, the im- 
mortal head of his medical services ; 

“ He is the most virtuous man I have known.” 

Pitt’s plan, and not Napoleon’s plan, was put into 
execution in 1814. It dominated Europe for nearly a 
century until, at long last, thei’e mounted the throne of 
Britain a man possessed, in a supreme degree, of the gifts 
of vision and of statesmanship. King Edward VII, as 
all men know, loved France and trusted her, and he taught 
his subjects to share his enthusiasm. But he did far more 
than that. He created a new kind of Kingship, a King- 
sliip strangely like that which Napoleon had tried to 
create. Edward VII was not so much the King of Great 
Britain as the King of the British People — even as Napoleon 
was Emperor of the French. The British people followed 
their King gladly and confidingly into that mtente cordiale 
Avhich was destined, soon, to be, under God, the means of 
breaking for ever the power of the feudal Kings, and of 
establishing for ever the spirit of the Revolution in Europe. 
It was given to King Edward to amend the rupture of the 
Peace of Amiens. 

It was given to our beloved King George V, hand in 
hand with the French and Italian peoples and the mighty 
people of America, to save the world. To-day England 
owns a new Kingship — ^thc noblest and most enduring of 
her history. The throne of England is founded, in sober 
truth, on the love of the conamon folk, a love which every 
man gives unstintedly and with all his heart, not because 
he is compelled to give it but because it has been, and is 
being, so nobly and so patiently won. Between such an 
England and the France Napoleon served and established 
there can be nothing but friendship. 

I do not know if the Man at Elba, as he watched the 
ravening of the Kings, foresaw any of the events which 
have come to pass. Perhaps he did ; for his vision was 
long beyond the vision of most mortal men. But he saw, 
certainly, that the soul of France had not been crushed 
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by her misfortunes and that her heart beat high, still, with 
hope and faith. And his friends brought to him the 
news that because France believed he would come again 
with the returning spring, Frenchmen and Frenclnvoinen 
everywhere were wearing violets, the flow'er of spring, 
pinned on their breasts. The violets of Napoleon, it was 
said, should triumph over the lilies of King Louis. 

That news must have thrilled the exile with deep and 
wondrous joy. It decided him, once again, alone, with 
but his own two hands for helpers, to go forth, in the 
name of the Revolution, of the French People, against 
the Kings. 



CHAPTER LXXV 


" VIVE L’EMPEREim 1 ” 

On the night of Sunday, ITebruary 26, 1815, Napoleon left 
Elba. He said good-bye to his mother and his sister 
Pauline and stepped on board the Inconstant which was 
ready to carry him to France. He had with him, m other 
ships, 1,050 men of his Old Guard who had joined him on 
the island. This tiny force landed on the coast of France, 
near Cannes, on March 1. 

“ I shall reach Paris,” said Napoleon, “ without 
firing a shot.” 

He divided his tiny force and sent a few men to Antibes 
to demand the surrender of that place. These men were 
promptly arrested and the Man found himself with even 
fewer soldiers than he had expected to possess. Never- 
theless he continued his march to Grenoble — ^in order to 
avoid the Royalist districts where, thanks to the “ White 
Terror ” of nobles and priests, he had been so nearly 
murdered on his way to Elba. 

The officer in command at Grenoble had already 
received orders to “ exterminate the band of brigands.” 
He had drawn up his soldiers across the road by which 
it was known the Man was coming. The soldiers — all of 
whom had fought under Napoleon and shared his glory — 
stood restless and uneasy xmder the eyes of their Royalist 
officers. 

Suddenly, round a bend in the road, came the army of 
Napoleon — a thousand guardsmen, only one single 
battalion, led by one man. But the soldiers of King 
Louis Icnew those “ bearskins ” — ^the bearsldns of the 
Old Guard, of Napoleon’s guard. And they Icnew, too, 
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that small figure in the old grey coat with the old cocked 
hat on his head. . . . Across every Frenchman’s mind 
rush memories glorious and sacred, of great marches and 
bivouacs and battles, of victory, of immortal fame. 
Memories of the days when France knew not the yoke of 
the Kings. A gasp of wonder and deep joy breaks from 
every soldier’s hps . . . 

“ There he is : fire on him ! ” 

The soldiers do not even turn their heads to see which 
of the officers of King Louis has given this order. Who 
are the officers of King Louis and what part have these 
men in the glory of France and of the Man — ^thesc men who 
betrayed France to her enemies ? . . , 

In the dead silence Napoleon advances alone, on the 
bare road; now he is unbuttoning his tunic; now his 
hands have parted the garment exposing his breast. 

“ Soldiers,” says the well-known voice, “ if there is 
one among you who wishes to kill his Emperor, he can 
do so. Here I am 1 ” 

The line wavers and then, suddenly, from a thousand 
throats there bursts forth that mighty challenge to Kings 
and princes and priests ; 

“ Vive VEnvpereur ! ” 

They are about him now, his soldiers, sobbing for joy 
and kissing the hem of that grey coat like worshippers in 
a temple. They have their arms about him and they touch 
him as if to assure themselves that it is reaUy he, Napoleon, 
their leader and their friend. 

Grenoble is his now, and Lyons too, and soon Marshal 
Ney, who, having forsaken him, had promised King 
Louis to “ bring him to Paris in an iron cage,” will return to 
his old allegiance, bringing 6,000 men with him. Soon 
Napoleon will be carried all the hundreds of miles to Paris 
in the arms of the soldiers of France and with the blessings 
of the common folk of France ringing in Ins ears. 



CHAPTER LXXVI 


aiKMORIES 

History holds no other story to be compared with this 
story of Napoleon’s return to Paris and to power without 
the firing of a single shot. Nor can all the sneers of all 
the Kings abate one jot of the wonder of it and the glory. 

And yet the explanation is very simple. Napoleon 
had not betrayed France and France knew tliat he liad 
not betrayed her. France knew that it was his Marshals 
who had handed over the remnants of her glorious army 
to the Kings in order to save themselves. The Man had 
kept the faith. And so, once again, the French people 
set him on the throne which the French people had given 
him. 

And King Louis the XVIII, on March 19, fled away 
from Paris to Belgium. A poor woman gave the King 
some dinner in her cottage that night, because he was 
nearly friendless. King Louis liimself told the story. He 
added : 

“ And an execrable dinner it was ! ” 

Would Napoleon have spoken in that way of that 
simple kindness ? 

Napoleon was now again at Fontainebleau, and this 
time the old palace was full of courtiers — worshippers of 
the Rising Sun. How the Man must have scorned them ! 
But he showed the utmost gentleness and tlic utmost 
generosity. He scarcely uttered a complaint ; he did not 
even remind people of things they were trying so hard 
to forget. And the Paris newspapers wliich, a week before, 
had announced that the “ Corsican Brigand ” had dared 
to land in Prance declared now that “ The Emperor and 
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King has arrived at Fontainebleau. His Majesty will 
proceed at once to his Capital,” and so on. 

On March 20 Napoleon, in a carriagt;, .surrounded by 
officers, drove from Fontainebleau to Paris. Thousands 
of peasants lined the road and blessed him. The peasants 
almost blocked the road and the face of the Man grew soft. 
It was night when he reached Paris. He alighted from his 
carriage amid wild cheers and put his hand on the arm , of 
liis old friend Count Lavalette. So he mounted the grand 
staircase, “ his eyes half closed, liis hands extended before 
him, like a blind man.” The same night he began to work 
for France and he worked all night. 

He desired peace with Europe and announced his desire 
to all the courts of Europe. The Kings replied by de- 
claring that he had broken a promise to themselves by 
leaving Elba (they did not mention that they had broken 
almost all tlieir promises to him and had been, in addition, 
at the time of liis “ return,” about to send him away to 
St. Helena or some other “ safer ” place). They declared 
him an outlaw and had the effrontery to talk of a “ Holy 
Alliance ” against him. Within the space of a few weeks 
it became obvious that Napoleon would be compelled, 
once again, to fight for his faith. 

Meanwliile the Man had tried in vain to persuade his 
mfe to return to liim and to persuade his father-in-law, 
Francis, to restore him liis son. The “■ Holy ” Kings 
disregarded all his appeals to their sentiments as human 
beings. Hortense, Josephine’s daughter, did the honours 
of the palace m Marie Louise’s stead, and she and Napoleon 
paid an early visit to poor Josephine’s grave. The Man 
wept when he came to Mahnaison, that house of memories, 
in the garden of which he had taken his decision about 
the Dulte of Enghien. He slipped his arm tlu'ough that of 
his adopted daughter, the mother of Napoleon III, and 
walked again through the familiar w'ays “ talking of her 
whose works greeted them from every side.” Then ; 

“ Napoleon manifested his desire to visit the chamber 
in which hi'’ wife b."d died. Hortense was about to 
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accompany him, bub he signed her to remain and, alone, 
piu’sued his way to this weU-remembered aparbment which 
was, to him, fraught with so many tender memories. He 
remained a long time beside the bed in which Josephine 
had breathed her last, lost in reverie, dwelling upon bhe 
memory of that one who had once lived with him in 
intimate companionship, then he descended to rejoin 
Hortense, a prey to emotions which he did not attempt 
to conceal.” 

They returned to the Tuileries. Napoleon sent for the 
doctor who had attended Josepliine. 

“ So, M. Horan,” he said, “ you did not leave the 
Empress during her illness ? ” 

“ No, sire.” 

“ What was the cause of that illness ? ” 

“ Uneasiness of mind. Grief.” 

“ What ? You believe that ? ” 

Napoleon gazed fixedly at the doctor. Then he asked : 

“ From what did that grief arise ? ” 

“ From Your Blajesty’s position last year.” 

“ Ah ! She used to speak of me, then ? ” 

“ Very often.” 

Here Napoleon drew his hand across his eyes which 
seemed filled with tears. 

“ Good woman ! Excellent Josephine I She loved me 
truly, did she not ? Ah, she was a French woman.” 

“ Yes, sire, she loved you, and she would have proven 
it, had it not been for dread of displeasing you. She had 
conceived an idea. She said one day that, as Empress 
of the French, she would drive through Paris with eight 
horses to her coach, and all her household in gala livery, 
to go and rejoin you at Fontainebleau and never leave you 
more.” 

Napoleon wept again. He said : 

“ Poor Josephine ! Her death, of which the news took 
me by surprise at Elba, was one of the most acute griefs of 
that fatal year, 1814. She had her failings, of course ; 
hut she, at any rate, would never have abandoned me.” 

As Lord Rosebery has pointed out, that is the only 
reproach which Napoleon ever uttered against Marie 
Louise, of whom, in his will, he wrote ; 
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“ I have always had reason to be pleased with my 
dearest wife, Marie Louise. I retain for her, to my last 
moment, the most tender sentiments. I beseech her to 
watch, in order to preserve my son from the snares which, 
yet, surround his infancy.” 

Marie Louise, when these words were written, had 
virtually abandoned her son. She was with child to 
Neipperg. 

Napoleon’s brothers rallied to him on his return from 
Elba just as they had stood by him in his hour of defeat. 
Lucien, who had been for some years a prisoner in England 
(having been captui'cd by an English ship on his way to 
America to escape from Napoleon’s authority) was especi- 
ally kind and helpful — for time had tamed him and taught 
him to understand his brotlier’s greatness and honesty 
of purpose. Louis, too, was a brother once more. Joseph 
and Jerome had not ceased to be brothers. And Carnot, 
of the policy of “ Go Slow,” came to Paris and offered 
Napoleon his services which were gratefully accepted. 



CHAPTER LXXVII 


ALL OR NOTHING 

Napoleon, for the second time, had been chosen by the 
Fi’ench people to reign over them. But as the Kings did 
not admit that a People possessed the right to choose its 
ruler, they made ready, once more, to destroy him and to 
“ restore ” Louis XVIII to the throne of France. The 
English War Loi'ds declared that they never had, and 
never would, “ recognize ” the Man as a real, genuine, 
blue-blooded King. 

The war began within two months of Napoleon’s return 
from Elba. It lasted exactly a week and a day — ^from 
Saturday till the following Sunday. In that week the Man 
smote one of his enemies lup and thigh and was by another 
of his enemies hunself destroyed. 

All the Kings were in the business, but actually only 
the Prussians and the English played a part ; Francis of 
Austria and Alexander of Russia were not ready. On 
Saturday, June 11, 1815, Napoleon drove out of Paris 
behind the Normandy horses to join his army. Three 
days later, on the anniversary of Marengo and Ib.’iedland, 
he came in touch with the Prussians. He rode along the 
lines of the army, wliich his wizard-like skill had recreated 
in a few weeks, and the soldiers greeted him with such wild 
joy that he held up his hand and cried : 

“ Not so loud, my cliildren, the enemy will hear you.” 

He had already spoken to these children of his in one of 
his proclamations, telling them that they were about to 
fight not only for France but for the freedom of the Italians 
and the Poles and the smaller German people of whom 
Prussia and Austria were trying to make slaves. 



THE FIRES OF THE FOE 4nr 

“ For every Frenchman of Spirit, ” he had written, 
“ the time has come to conquer or die.” 

The next day, Wednesday, some Royalist officers in 
Napoleon’s army deserted to the I’riissians. Whereupon 
the Man, who had had his suspicions of these officers, 
said : “ A man who has been a white will never become 
a blue ; and a blue will never be a white.” 

That day, June 15, Napoleon spent eighteen hours in 
the saddle. Next day, Thursday, at Ligny, he smashed 
the Prussian Army under Blucher, the “ Old Devil ” who 
when first he saw Regent Street in London exclaimed : 
“ What a town to sack ! ” Ligny was fought in a thunder- 
storm. While this battle was going on, Ncy, Napoleon’s 
great Marshal, the hero of the Russian retreat, was fighting 
at Quatre Bras, near by, against Prussians and Dutch and 
Belgians and English. Quatre Bras ended indecisively. 
Nevertheless Napoleon was full of joy and hope, for his 
victory over the Prussians was signal and he had the right 
to believe that the campaign belonged to him. And he 
still thought that victory was well in sight when Wellington 
drew back Ins forces to Waterloo. Napoleon spent 
Friday the 17th, his second-last day of campaigning, in 
pursuing the English Army through floods of rain. But 
not before he had, himself, ridden all over the field of 
Ligny to give to the wounded that personal attention 
which he never omitted. 

Night fell and Wellington’s camp fires shone through 
the rain from the ridge of Watwloo. Napoleon, who 
feared that his enemy might escape him, actually went to 
the outposts to make quite sure that “ Wellington was 
still there.” Then he returned to sleep in a farm-house. 

But he could not rest, and at one o’clock in the 
morning was up again and back at the oirtposts, gazing 
with anxious eyes at the bivouacs of his foe. At breakfast 
he declared : 

“ The enemy’s army outmunbers ours by more than a 
fourth; nevertheless we have ninety eliances out of a 
hundred in our favour.” 

The weather on this fateful Sunday morning — ^June 
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18, 1815 — was still very bad and the ground was unfit to 
carry heavy guns. Napoleon, therefore, took a short 
sleep after breakfast and then, when the sun began to 
shine, rode to the front. Once more, and for the last time, 
the Soldiers of the Revolution beheld the Man of France 
and greeted liim, and, far away, the army of England heard 
the battle-cry of ten epic years : “ Five VEmpereur ! ” 

At 11.80 the first shots were fired. . . . 

At six o’clock the mighty charge of his cavalry, by which 
Napoleon had believed he must achieve final victory over 
his brave and sorely tried foes, ended in failure. Even so 
the Man did not despair. Just before sunset, while 
Wellington was praying for “ Night or Blueher ” (for the 
“ Old Devil ” had rallied his men, and, because Grouehy, 
who had been sent by Napoleon to intercept him had failed 
to do so, was returning to help his English allies), Napoleon 
resolved to stake everything on one last tremendous throw. 
The Old Guard, all that was left to him, the best, the 
bravest, should be flung at the English. 

The Man, telescope in hand, took the salute of his 
splendid corps as it passed him on its way to join the 
fight. He watched the bearskins sweep across the valley 
and spring up the hill beyond into the English lines. He 
saw them pierce the lines with superb dash. Victory, it 
is said, flashed from his eyes at the moment when his policy 
of all or nothing seemed to have triumphed. 

Suddenly he started : 

“ What ! They are in confusion ! ” 

The blood, says a witness (not a very reliable witness 
it is true), left his cheeks. 

“ All is lost for the present.” 

Napoleon tried to rally his Guard, but because the 
Guard was already almost destroyed, and because the 
Prussians, a fresh army, were upon him, could not. He 
sought death without finding it and then quitted the 
stricken field, on which his travelling-carriage was captured, 
in the rout of his army. At Genappe he tried to make 
a stand, but the Prussians, who had taken up the pursuit, 
were already upon him. At Ouatre Bras he once more 
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sought to rally a few troops. Again it was useless. Tears, 
it is said (but by his enemies), stood in his eyes. Ills 
enemies, on this occasion, may well have been right, for 
the ruin was terrible beyond exaggeration. 

Wellington’s genius, allied to Wellington’s prudence 
and supported by the splendid, heroic courage of British 
soldiers, had well served the Kings. 



CHAPTER LXXVIII 


“/U.L IS NOT LOST” 

“ Napoleon,” says Fournier, “ who for some time past 
had been unable to ride any distance, however short, 
without pain, had, after Waterloo, to remain in the saddle 
till five in the morning, when Charleville was reached and 
a carriage procured wliich took him to Philippeville. 
Then, only, he allowed himself a few hom's’ rest.” 

When he awoke from that rest he wrote to Joseph who, 
with Lucien, was now in Paris ; 

“ All is not lost. I suppose that by collecting all my 
forces, I shall still have a himdred and fifty thousand men 
remaining. The federated troops and the best men of 
the National Guard will furnish me a hundred thousand 
men and the dcp6t battalions fifty thousand more. Thus 
I shall have three hundred thousand soldiers with whom 
I can at once oppose the enemy. 

“I will horse my artillery with carriage horses. I 
will raise a hundred thousand conscripts. I will arm 
them with muskets taken from the Royalists and from the 
iU-disposed members of the National Guard. 

“ I will raise the whole .of Dauphind, the Lyonnais, and 
Burgundy. I will overwhelm the enemy. 

“ But the people must help me and not bewilder me. 
I am going to Laon. I shall doubtless find people there. 
I have no news of Grouchy. If he lias not been taken, 
as I fear, I may have fifty thousand men within three days. 
With them I can keep the enemy engaged and ^ve France 
aud Paris time to do their duty. The Austrians march 
slowly, the Prussians are afraid of the peasants and dare 
not advance too fast ; everything may yet be retrieved. 

“ Write me what effect this horrible piece of bad luck 
has produced in the Chamber. I believe the deputies will 
feel convinced that their duty, in this crowning moment, 

son 
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is to rally round me and save France. Pave the way so 
that they may support me worthily. Above all, let them 
show courage and decision." 

Having thus written Napoleon rode to Laon. He found 
that it would be impossible to rally more than a few 
thousand men — so terrible had been the rout of Waterloo. 
And meamvhile Wellington and Blucher were marcliing 
on Paris. In Paris only could France be mobilized to 
carry on the war. It was because he had left afl'ahs in 
Paris to his subordinates the year before that his array had 
been handed over to the IGiigs and he himself forced to 
go to Elba. 

Very early on Wednesday morning, June 21, 1815, 
Napoleon drove into the capital and alighted at the 
Elysee — ^the iirivate house which he had been using a 
good deal of late years in preference to the Tuileries. 
Joseph and Lucien were awaiting him, and they both looked 
very grave. The truth was that the Parliament was 
already wavering and that Fouch^, whom Napoleon had 
loaded with favours, was in process of betraying his 
master to King Louis in order, if possible, to save his own 
skin. Lucien, Carnot, and Davoust, his Marshal, advised 
Napoleon to dismiss the Parliament at once and proclaim 
himself Dictator until the crisis was passed. They pointed 
to the enormous crowd which surrounded the house and 
which continued to shout : “ Five VEmpercur ! ” and 
to m*ge that Napoleon should save France. 

But Napoleon, whose eyes were always on the futxu'e, 
saw that, if he tried to dismiss the Parliament, and to seize 
the sole power, there would be civil war in France. For 
France was well-nigh exhausted. He could hope to save 
France from her present peril only if France, Parliament 
and people united, gave him all her trust. Otherwise 
France would, for the present, fare better without him. 
He refused to take the extreme step suggested and appealed 
to the Parliament. 

His appeal was refused. 

He then offered to attempt to make a peace which 
should be consistent with the honour and independence of 
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France, and called on the Parliament to support him in 
this effort. 

“ Against Napoleon alone, ” cried one of the Members 
of Parliament, when tliis offer was being discussed, 
“ Europe has declared war. I sec only one man between 
us and peace. Let him go and peace is assured. 

That view won the day. Napoleon was formally 
asked, the next morning, Thursday, June 22, 1815, to offer 
his abdication in the interests of his country. The Man 
weighed the situation in his mind. Every regular soldier 
in France belonged to him body and soul, and he knew it. 
But tlici’e were thousands of French citizens who would 
defend the Parliament against any attack. He had the 
legal power, as Emperor, to dissolve the Parliament — 
but 

The shouts of the crowd under his windows grew 
louder ; “ Vive VEmpereur ! Five VEmpereur 

Napoleon paced his study, terribly uneasy. What was 
Ms duty ? What was best for France ? To dare every- 
tlxing in the name of the Revolution or to go and leave 
in the hands of Providence the cause to which he had 
devoted all Ms energies and all his hopes ? The Revo- 
lution, he reflected now, could never succumb even if, 
for a time, it suffered eclipse. And civil war must bring 
utter ruin on France. France had given so much ; France 
had so little of her strength left to give. “ The expression 
in Ms eyes, ” says a witness, “ showed the sadness that 
filled Ms soul.” 

He took his decision, and on that Jime afternoon 
restored to the French people the power wMch it had 
given Mm. He received the thanks of the Parliament 
for Ms “ generous sacrifice.” Three days later, on Sunday, 
June 25, 1815, exactly a week after the Battle of Waterloo, 
Napoleon left Paris for ever and went to Mahnaison. 
Joseplunc’s house, where Hortense, Josephine’s daughter, 
awaited him. 

“ The Hundred Days ” was at an end. 


vwn ov ■Roo’" V 



BOOK YI 

“NAICED AS I AM” 

Adversity was wanting to my career. . . . To-day, tlianks to mis- 
fortune, (men) can judge of me naked os I am.” 

NAPomsoN to Las Casiss at St. Helona. 




CHAPTER LXXIX 


“THAT OF A GENTLERLW 

Hortense welcomed Napoleon and comforted Ms agony 
of mind as best she could. Comfort came also from other 
quarters. Every soldier in Fratice was calling for the 
Man and even the Parliament in Paris had begun, appa- 
rently, to cherish doubts of the wisdom of what it had 
done. 

And then came news to the Man that the Kings, in 
their march towards the capital, had committed a great 
mistake. It might be possible to spring upon them and 
destroy them. Napoleon instantly sent a messenger to 
the War Council in Paris to say that he placed his services 
at their disposal as a simple General. As soon as the crisis 
was over he would leave the country. 

The War Council refused tliis offer. Thereupon 
Napoleon took off his uniform and put on civilian clothes. 
Accompanied by Ms faithful friend Geuciul Bertrand 
and others he drove away from the scenes of Ms mighty 
labours towards the coast. He had decided to end Ms 
days in Amei'iea. On the way, he was recognized by a 
regiment of cavalry which he happened to pass, and the 
men crowded round him and begged him, with tears, to 
put liimself at their head and return to Paris. 

The temptation must have been overwhelming, for 
Napoleon Icnew that now there were at least 50,000 of Ms 
old soldiers under arms ready to sell their lives for Prance. 
But he knew also that, in face of the decision of the Parlia- 
ment, Ms return could acMeve nothing but fresh disaster. 
The Man set Ms face to go into exile — ^for Prance. 

He reached Rochefort on July 8, and the town and the 
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garrison welcomed him as if he had come in the fulness 
of his power. Again he was begged to put himself in 
command of the Army. So eager were their demands 
that he consented to write once more to the Parliament 
ill Paris and offer his services. A final refusal met his 
offer and he put the idea away from him for ever. His 
brother Joseph had joined him and they busied them- 
selves with preparations for sailing. But it soon became 
apparent that there was no hope of leaving the harbom*, 
for the English ship Bcllerophm was in waiting to prevent 
any such attempt. 

On July 8, the day on which Louis XVIII came scuny- 
ing back to Paris “ in the baggage of the British Army,” 
Napoleon w'cnt on board the French frigate, the Saale. 
Two days later — ^the day on which the Kings who had 
destroyed Napoleon, and who supposed that they had 
destroyed also the Revolution, entered Paris in triumph 
for the second time in a little over a year — ^the Man’s 
faithful friends Bertrand and Las Cases were received by 
Sir Frederick Maitland on board the Bcllerophon. They 
asked that their Master might be allowed to sail for America 
m peace, and declared that he had voluntarily resigned his 
power though he might have fought on, had he so chosen, 
with “ a possibility of fortune turning in his favour.” 

“ ‘ If that is the case,’ I said,” declares Maitland, 
“ ‘ why not ask an asylum in England ? ’ 

“ He [Las Cases] answered : 

“ * There are many reasons for his [Napoleon] not wishmg 
to reside in England ; the climate is too damp and cold ; 
it is too near France ; he would be, as it were, in the centre 
of every change and revolution that might take place there, 
and would be subject to suspicion ; he has been accustomed 
to consider the English as his most inveterate enemies 
and they have been induced to look upon him as a monster 
without one of the virtues of a human being.’ ” 

“ W/ii/ not ash an asylum in England P ” Was it these 
words of the chivalrous Maitland which decided Napoleon 
to give up aU idea of attempting to “run the blockade ” 
in his frigate and, in Maitland’s own words, “ throw 



" LIKE THEMISTOCLES ” 


507 


himself on the protection of his former foe ’’ ? In any case, 
three days later, on July 13, Napoleon wrote to the Prince 
Regent of England, afterwards George IV : 

“ Youe Royae Highness, 

“ A victim to the factions wliich distract my 
country and to the enmity of the greatest powers of Europe, 
I have terminated my political career and I come, like 
Themistocles, to throw myself upon the hospitality of the 
British people. I put myself under the protection of their 
laws ; which I claim from yom- Royal Highness, as the 
most powerful, the most constant and the most generous 
of my enemies. “ Napoleon.” 

This letter has often been derided as a piece of shame- 
less impudence. Yet the Count of Artois who, while his 
brother Louis XVI reigned at Versailles, had been Eng- 
land’s most bitter foe and who, with Ms brothers, had 
helped to pluck America from England, had been received 
as a brother by George IH during the Revolution, had 
been housed in the Royal palace of Holyrood and treated 
as a Prince. Might not a greater and nobler foe, to whom 
it had been said by a British naval captain : ” Why not 
seek an asylum in England ? ” expect at least as generous 
treatment ? 

Sir Frederick Maitland, however, could promise nothing 
definite and did promise notliing definite. Nevertheless 
he was very anxious to see Napoleon come aboard his 
ship, for he liad secret orders to secure this if possible. 
Moreover there was good reason for expedition since, as 
he says himself, the town of Rochefort was still full of 
troops who worshipped the Man and might rally round 
him. An informant told him that : 

“though the townspeople were well inclined towards 
the Bourbon family, the garrison, consisting of 4,000 men, 
were all attached to Bonaparte ; but if he were once on 
board the ship, there would be no risk in doing so [getting 
provisions from the town], as their fear of his [Napoleon’s] 
meeting with bad treatment would keep the soldieis in 
°we.” 
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Maitland therefore urged Napoleon to make haste, and 
at G a.m. on July 15, 1815, sent off a boat to fetch him. 
Napoleon, having hidden a last farewell to Joseph — for 
these brothers, who, during forty-five years, had shared 
so many ups and doAvns of fate, were never more to meet 
— entered the British boat and was rowed to the Bclle- 
rophon. Says Maitland : 

“ On coming on board the Bellerophon, he was received 
without any of the honours generally paid to persons of 
high rank ; the guard was drawn out on the break of the 
poop, but did not present arms.” 

Maitland made the excuse to Napoleon tliat it was not 
usual to pay such honour on a British war-ship before 
8 a.m. Napoleon was dressed in the uniform of the 
Chausseur h Cheval of the Imperial Guard and wore 
the star of the Legion of Honour. When he came on 
the quarter-deck, he “ puUed off his hat and, addressing 
me in a firm tone of voice, said : ‘ I come to throw myself 
on the protection of your Prince and laws.’ ” 

Sir Frederick Maitland, and his Admiral, Sir Henry 
Hobham, treated Napoleon with a rare and delightful 
courtesy which will, for ever, honour their names and 
which reflected honour on their country. Indeed, Sir 
Frederick Maitland in his narrative of the “ Surrender of 
Napoleon ” goes out of his way to deny the false and 
malicious statements which were concocted even about 
this sad twilight of Napoleon’s power. He has written : 

“ I here, therefore, once for all, beg to state most 
distinctly that, from the time of his [Napoleon’s | coming 
on board my ship, to the period of his quitting her, his 
conduct was invariably that of a gentleman ; and in no 
one instance do I recollect him to have made use of a rude 
expression, or to have been guilty of any kind of ill- 
breeding.” 

On July 28, off Ushant, Napoleon looked his last on 
France : 

“ He east many a melancholy look at the coast of 
France, but made few observations on it.” 
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At daybreak on July 24, Torbay was reached. 
Napoleon exclaimed : “ What a beautiful country ! ” 

There was a letter from Lord Keith, the Admiral, awaiting 
Maitland. It contained this sentence : 

“You may say to Napoleon that I am under the greatest 
personal obligations to liim for his attention to my nephew, 
who was taken and brought before him at Belle Alliance 
[at Waterloo], and who must have died if he [Napoleon] 
had not ordered a surgeon to dress him immediately and 
sent him to a hut. . . 

“ Bonaparte,” says Maitland, “ recollected the circum- 
stance alluded to and seemed much gratified \nth Lord 
Keith’s acknowledgments.” 

Meanwhile the War Lords in London ordered that not 
a single soul was to be admitted to the ship — ^not even 
Maitland’s wdfe — ^nor was anybody to land from her. 
And when hundreds of small boats came crowding out to 
see the great captive they were held at arm’s length — 
though Napoleon showed liimself on deck. The reason 
for this extraordinary precaution is not easy to determine 
until it is realized that the utmost anxiety prevailed lest 
the common folk of England, “ the poor ” as they were 
called, might be seduced into taking pity on Napoleon, 
the champion of the common folk of France. Nor was 
this fear without its justification. The “ poor " of England, 
at that time, were a class deserving of sincere pity. 

The Bdlerophon was moved to Plymouth and there 
Lord Keith and Sir Henry Bunbmy came aboard and 
told Napoleon that it had been decided he should be sent 
to St. Helena. Napoleon later said to Maitland : 

“ ‘ The idea is a perfect horror to me. To be placed for 
life on an island within the tropics, at an immense distance 
from any land, cut off from all communication with the 
world and eve^hing that I hold dear in it. It is worse 
than Tamerlane’s iron cage. I would prefer being delivered 
up to the Bourbons. 

“ ‘ Among other insults — ^but that is a mere bagatelle, 
a very secondary consideration — ^they style me General 1 
They can have no right to call me General, they may as 
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well call me ArchbishoiJ, for I was head of the Church, as 
well as the Army.’ ” 

“ He added : ‘ They might as well have signed my 
death warrant at once, as it is impossible a man of my habit 
of body can live long in such a climate.’ ” 

A few days later he said ; 

“ ‘ It is true I have always been the enemy of England, 
but it has ever been an open and declared one ; and 1 
paid it the very best compliment it was possible for man to 
dointbrowingmyself on the generosity of your Prince. . . . 
They say I made no conditions. Certainly. I made no 
conditions, how could an individual enter into terms with 
o nation ? I wanted nothing of them but hospitality, or, 
as tlic ancients would express it, “ air and water.” ’ ” 

Napoleon then thanked Maitland for his goodness to 
him and asked if he might attach the ship’s surgeon, Mr. 
O’Meara, to his person as he had formed a very high 
opinion of him. 

Maitland consented, saying: 

“ that I had the highest opinion of him [O’Meara], 
both for his skill and attention ; that he had given me so 
much satisfaction, while under my command, that I 
had procured bis removal from two different ships in which 
he had served with me previous to my appointment to the 
Sellerophon, that he might accompany me ; and that I 
was convinced he was a man of principle and integrity.” 

On August 7, 1815, Napoleon was transferred at sea 
from the Bellerophon to the Northumberland in which the 
voyage to St. Helena was to be made. He had not been 
allowed to set foot on English soil. 

“ He walked out of the cabin,” says Maitland, “ with a 
steady, firm step, came up to me and, taking off his hat, 
said, ‘ Captain Maitland, I take this last opportunity of 
once more returning you many thanks for the manner in 
which you have treated me while on board the Bellerophon, 
and also to request you will convey them to the officers 
and ship’s company you command.’ Then turning to the 
officers, who were standing by me, he added ; ‘ Gentlemen, 
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I have requested yoiir captain to express my gratitude to 
you for your attention to me and to those who have followed 
my fortunes.’ 

“ He then went forward to the gangway ; and before 
he went down the ship’s side bowed two or three times to 
the ship’s company who were collected in the w'aist and on 
the forecastle. . . . After the boat had shoved off and got 
the distance of about thirty yards from the ship he stood 
up, pulled his hat off and bowed, first to the officers and 
then to the men ; and immediately sat down and entered 
into conversation with Lord Keith with as much apparent 
composure as if he had been only going from one ship to 
another to pay a visit.” 

Maitland thus sums up his personal impression of 
Napoleon : 

“ His manners were extremely pleasing and affable ; 
he joined in every conversation, related numerous anecdotes, 
and endeavoured, in every way, to promote good humour. 

. . . Lord Keith appears to haveformed a very high opinion 
of the fascination of his conversation and expressed it very 
emphatically to me after he had seen him ; speaking of his 
wish for an interview with the Prince Regent, ‘ Damn the 
fellow,’ he said, ‘ if he had obtained an interview with 
His Royal Highness, in half an hour they would have been 
the best friends in England 1 ’ 

“ He appeared to have great command of temper ; for 
though no man coffid have had greater trials than fell 
to his lot during the time he remained on board the 
Bellerophon, he never in my presence, or as far as I know, 
allowed a fretful or captious expression to escape him; 
even the day he received the notification from Sir Henry 
Bunbury that it was determined to send him to St. Helena, 
he chatted and conversed with the same cheerfulness as 
usual. It has been asserted that he was acting a part all 
the time he was on board the ship ; but stfll, even allowing 
that to be the case, nothing but great command of temper 
could have enabled him to have sustained such a part for 
so many days, in his situation. . . . 

“ One morning he began to talk of his wife and child. 
... I looked him steadily in the face, to observe whether 
he showed any emotion ; the tears were standing in his 
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eyes and the whole of his countenance appeared evidently 
under the influence of a strong feeling of grief. . . . 

“ After he had quitted the sliip, being desirous to know 
the feeling of the ship’s company towards him, I asked 
my servant what the people said of him. ‘ Why, sir,’ he 
answered, ‘ I heard several of them conversing together 
about him this morning ; when one of them observed ; 

“ ‘ “ W^ell, they may abuse that man as much as they 
please ; but if the people of England knew him as well as 
we do they would not hurt a hair of his head,” in which the 
others agreed.’ 

“ This was the more extraordinary as he never went 
tluough the ship’s company but once, immediately after 
his coming on board, when I attended him, and he did not 
speak to any of the men, merely retmming their salute 
by pulling off his hat ; and in consequence of his presence 
they suffered many privations, such as not being allowed 
to see their wives and friends or to go on shore, having to 
keep watch in port, etc., and when he left the ship the only 
money he distributed was twenty Napoleons to my steward, 
fifteen to one of the under-servants, and ten to the cook.” 

Midshipman George Home of the Bcllerophon told 
afterwards how, on coming ashore, he was besieged by 
about twenty girls who asked him 

“ five thousand questions about Napoleon . . . What like 
was he — was he really a man ? Were his hands and 
clothes all over blood when he came on board ? Was it 
true that he had lulled three horses in riding from Waterloo 
to the Bcllerophon ? Were we not all frightened for him ? 
Was his voice like thunder ? ” 



CHAPTER LXXX 

BLINIJ MAM'S BUi-'y 

Napoi^kon was permitted to keep his SM ord when he eaine 
aboard tlie Noiilmmberland, but all his friends were 
disarmed. On reacliing the sliip on that 7th of August, 
1813, he said to Sir George Cockburn, the Admiral : 

“ Here I am, General, at your orders.” 

Two days later the long voyage to St. Helena began, 
eight other ships of war escorting the Northumberland. 
Says Glover, the British Admiral’s secretary : 

“ The Admiral as well as the officers at all times address 
him as General. . . . However, the difficulty of rejiressing 
the inclination to pay him marked attention is evident 
and the curiosity of both officers and men in watching Ins 
actions is very easily perceived.” 

Why it should have been necessary to repress the incli- 
nation to pay marked attention to the fallen foe is difficult 
to understand. But orders are orders, and these honest 
British sailors had no choice but to obey. On August 15, 
however, Napoleon’s forty-sixth birthday, his health was 
drunk at dinner by all the officers, “ with wliich civility he 
seemed much pleased.” That was a fine day, but stormy 
weather lay ^ead. The voyage was monotonous and 
uneventful. St. Helena was sighted at six o’clock in the 
evening of October 14, just sixty-six days after leaving 
England. On the following morning the Northmnberland 
was brought to anchor about half-past ten o’clock. The 
Governor of the island at once came aboard. 

“We amused ourselves,” says Glover, “in surveying 
the stupendous, barren cliffs of St. Helena whose terrific 
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appearance seemed to be at ill accord with the feelings of 
our guests.” 

Napoleon left the ship the next night, October 16, after 
dark, “ to avoid the gaze of the inhabitants who were 
crowded on the wharf.” He was accommodated in a 
house in the town of James’ Town. The next morning, 
at six o’clock, he rode out with the Governor and Cockburn 
to inspect Longwood, his future residence. Glover saj's : 

“ Bonaparte seemed very well satisfied with the 
situation and expressed a desire to occupy it as soon as 
possible.” 

Longwood, however, requu-ed repairing, and so Napoleon 
went temporarily to “ The Briars,” the house of a Mr. 
Balcombe, situated a mile or so be 5 mnd the toAvn, Here 
he occupied an annexe consisting of two rooms and two 
garrets, “ stating that there was quite room enough for 
him.” Says Glover : 

“ After a few days a marquee was attached to the front 
of this building and fitted up as a dining-room ; and here 
Bonaparte passed the first two months of his detention, 
without going out of the grounds, except in one or two 
instances. ... In the evening he generally invited himself 
into the cottage and played cards with the family for two 
or three hours. Mr. Balcombe’s family consists of himself, 
a truly good-natured and most hospitable, liberal man 
of plain manners, Mrs. Balcombe, two Miss Balcombcs, 
women grown, although the one is but fifteen and the 
other between thirteen and fourteen, and two boys, the 
one about seven and the other five years old. Neither 
Mr. nor Mrs. Balcombe understands French, but both 
the Miss Balcombes speak it tolerably well, and Bonaparte 
appeared much delighted in their society. 

“ These young ladies in a few days became perfectly 
familiar, and the General seemed highly pleased with then* 
naHvetS, particularly that of the yoimger, a pretty girl 
and a most complete romp when out of sight of her father. 
He occasionally so completely laid aside his Imperial 
dignity as to romp with the young ladies who, during such 
diversions as ‘ Blind Man’s Buff,’ etc., called him by the 
familiar appellation of ‘Boney’ indeed, the younger, 
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who appeared the favourite, said anything and everything 
to him her lively imagination dictated, asking every 
possible question, and he answering without the slightest 
apparent reserve.” 

Longwood was ready by the middle of December and 
on the 10th of that month Napoleon took up liis abode 
there. The house was a rambling colonial bungalow 
consisting of about thirty rooms, in separate blocks, and 
badly infested with rats. It stood on the highest grormd 
in the island, near the centre, and five miles from James’ 
Town. As soon as Napoleon entered the place sentries 
were jjlaeed round its park. A second ring of sentries was 
also placed. The Man was allowed to do what he pleased 
within this outer ring. But if he wanted to go beyond 
he was compelled to allow a British officer to accompany 
him. 

Napoleon had already expressed his fears about the 
effect of the climate on his health. Glover’s opinion of 
the climate was not favourable, for he writes : 

“ During over eight months’ residence [the Norllnmber- 
land remained at St, Helena till Sir Hudson Lowe and Sir 
Pultcney Malcolm came out in October 1816] we expe- 
rienced very little variation and had continued rains. 
The climate is by no means so healthy as it is generally 
described to bo, the children being sicldy and the adults 
suffering from the liver, of wliich complaint many of our 
men died. 

“ Nothing can possibly be less prepossessing, nay, more 
horribly forbidding, than the first appearance of this 
isolated and apparently burnt-up, barren rock which 
promises neither refreshment nor pleasure. To tliis 
terrific and disgusting external appearance . . . I attribute 
in a great measure the many flattering and flowery descrip- 
tions which have been published of the interior beauties 
of this island, none of which was realized in my ideas. . . , 
The residence of a month at St. Helena would be tediously 
long to any one who has been accustomed to live in 
Europe.” 
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ROLITUnR AND SILENCE 

The War Lords and the Kings had sent Napoleon to St. 
Helena in order that the eommon folk might forget him. 

Some of these great personages would much rather 
have finished him off at once. Blucher and the Prussians 
took this view and would have shot him had he fallen into 
their hands. (Wellington, to his credit, protested stroirgly 
against this decision.) Louis XVIII would also have 
shot Napoleon just us he shot the heroic and immortal 
Marshal Ney. And Lord Liverpool, the British Prime 
Minister, told Castlereagh, the Foreign Secretary : 

“ We wish that the King of France would hang or shoot 
Buonaparte [the Italian spelling] as the best termination 
of the business.” 

But they all feared the common people, and so, since 
death was not available, oblivion was decided on. Napo- 
leon must disappear from men’s thoughts. He must be as 
if he had never been. Solitude and Silence must swallow 
him up. 

St. Helena represented the f)lan of “ Solitude and 
Silence.” But the War Lords, naturally, did not admit 
this ; they declared that St. Helena represented Safety — 
the Safety of mankind from the enemy of manldnd. It 
was for “ Safety’s sake ” that the Man of the Revolution 
had been surrounded by a thousand miles of ocean, vast, 
inaccessible rooks, three regiments of British infantry, 
five companies of artillery, a detachment of dragoons, and, 
at sea, two frigates, several brigs, and some sloops. It 
was for “ Safety’s sake ” that Napoleon was pot to be 
allowed the title of Emperor but was always to be called 
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“ General Bonaparte.” Tt was for “ Safety’s sake ” tliat 
an orderly officer should be in constant attendance at 
Longwood, whose duty it was to see, or obtain, satistaotory 
information of Napoleon being on the spot, at least twice 
in the twenty-fom* hours, and that, after sunset, sentries 
should be drawn round the house. It was for “ Safety’s 
sake ” that no letters or paekets were to be sent or 
received by the French unless they were first seen by the 
Governor. It was for “ Safety’s sake ” that the best 
house on the island should be assigned to Napoleon, with 
the exception of Plantation House, the country residence 
of the Governor. As the Russian Commissioner — ^for the 
Kings all kept their “ Watchdogs ” on the island — wrote : 

“ St. Helena ... is the dullest and most inaccessible 
spot in the world, the easiest to defend, the most difficult 
to attack, the most expensive, and, above all, the most 
suitable for the present purpose.” 

Lord Bathurst, the Colonial Secretary, was the man in 
chief charge of Napoleon. He made the rules of “ Safety,” 
which were really the rules of “ Solitude and Silence,” and 
he also chose the man who was to be Napoleon’s gaoler on 
the island. What was wanted for this work was evidently 
a man who would bury Napoleon from human knowledge 
without at the same time making a martyr of him — ^for 
the least whisper of martyrdom, if it reached France, 
would rouse such a storm among the common folk as might 
shake King Louis out of his throne and even shake all the 
other thrones of Europe. 

“ You know enough of the feelings of people in this 
country,” wrote Lord Liverpool to Lord Castlereagh, 
“ not to doubt that he [Napoleon] would become an object 
of curiosity, and possibly of compassion, in the course of 
a few months.” 

Napoleon’s gaoler, therefore, must, above all, be a man 
incapable of falling under the spell of Napoleon’s person- 
ality, a man between whom and Napoleon there could be 
no spark of friendship or even esteem; yet a man so 
obedient to orders po, never to "llow his dislike to 
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overflow into actual ill-usage. Bathurst and his associates 
believed they had got exactly what they required in Sir 
Hudson Lowe, a British officer, whose father had been a 
surgeon in the service. Lowe had been stationed in 
Corsica — ^in Ajaccio — shortly after the Bonaparte family 
was driven out of the island for favouring the Revolution 
and opposing Paoli and the English. He had also com- 
manded a body of “ Corsican Rangers ” — Corsicans, that 
is to say, who were against the Revolution — after Napo- 
leon’s men recaptured the island. Therefore Napoleon 
would certainly be prepossessed against him. 

Again, Lowe had been attached, as a British officer, to 
the Prussians during the 1814 campaign against Napoleon 
and had got his knighthood for carrying to London the 
news that the Kings had marched into Paris and that 
Napoleon was beaten. Lowe’s friendship for those 
Prussian junkers, Blucher and Gneisenau, who had wished 
to shoot Napoleon, was a guarantee enough that he would 
not lose much love to his captive. Moreover, as the 
Duke of Wellington vouched, Lowe was a stupid man ; 
“ As for Lowe, he is a damned fool ! ” said the Duke. 

Stupid men are never impressed by genius, and they 
always exercise on genius an irritating effect. Stupid 
men, also, always obey the letter of the law. 

And so this instrument of the plan of “ Solitude and 
Silence ” was chosen, interviewed by Wellington in Paris 
and Bathurst in London, and sent off to his new job. He 
reached St. Helena in April 1816, and found that affairs 
there were going on quietly. The retiring Governor, 
Mr. Wilks, was on good terms with Napoleon, and even the 
Admiral Cockbum, who had brought Napoleon out, was 
not unfriendly. 

The Man of France was living in two small rooms of 
equal size about fourteen feet by twelve and ten or eleven 
high. Each room had two small windows looking out 
towards the British regimental camp. Napoleon used 
one room as a bedroom and the other as a sitting-room. 
In his bedroom was the little camp-bed with the green 
curtains which he had used at Marengo and Austerlitz. 
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There was also a screen and an old sofa covered with 
books. The walls were brown; but the w'ash-basin, 
Napoleon’s own, was of silver. A portrait of liis wife, 
Marie Louise, and portraits of his little son riding a lamb 
and pulling on his slippers stood in this room, and there 
was also a miniature of Josepliine. The sitting-room liad 
a \vi’iting-table and some bookshelves and another bed. 
Napoleon had with him a staff of fifty-one people of whom 
only four. Las Cases, Bertrand, Gourgaud, and Montholon, 
were his friends ; the rest, except Dr. O’Meara, were 
servants. These faithful friends treated their master 
with all the honour they had given him at the height of his 
glory. And Napoleon accepted that honour as an honour 
done to the French people who had chosen him to be their 
Emperor. The Emperor of the common folk held his 
title to be as sacred as was ever the title of a King by 
Divine Right. And since it was the Kings, and not his 
own people, who had driven him forth he defied the Kings 
with all the poor weapons of defiance which were left to 
him. Even at St, Helena, he resolved, the Revolution 
must be proud in face of its enemies and the greatness of 
the French people must not be diminished, 

I confess that that resolve of Napoleon seems to me a 
very brave one, for this eater of soldiers’ bread had no love 
of formality. And anyhow, as he said himself, he was a 
“ dead man.” Who cared what he might do or not do ? 
His enemies, who alone were in a position to watch him, 
Avould, he loiew, be filled with laughter at this Emperor of 
a farmyard, trying to " ape his betters ” to his utter ruin. 

“I have the honour,” wrote the British Admiral 
Coekbum to Bertrand, “ to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter and note of yesterday’s date by which you 
oblige me officially to explain to you that I have no 
cognizance of any Emperor being actually upon this island, 
or of any person possessing such dignity having (as stated 
by you) come hither with me in the Northumberland” 

Sir Hudson Lowe did not disappoint the hopes of tho.se 
who b“d sent him — at least not at first. He behaved 
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•with extreme tactlessness and Napoleon quickly grew 
to hate him. They met only on six occasions ; after 
thab the Man refused to sec the Governor again on any 
consideration. 

“ His eye, as he examined me,” said Napoleon, “ was 
like a hyena's caught in a ti*ap.” 

Napoleon exploded in presence of this “ damned fool ” 
and regretted his explosion afterwards. 

“ I behaved very ill to him, no doubt,” he told Las 
Cases. “ However, the Governor proved himself very 
insensible to my severity ; his dignity did not seem w’^ounded 
by it. I should have liked to have seen him evince a little 
anger or pull the door -violently after him when he went 
away.” 

Lowe wi’ote a full account of this interview to Lord 
Bathurst, but got back the rather chilling reply that no 
language of Napoleon, in the situation in which he was, 
could be regarded as an insult. Years afterwards Lowe 
himself 'svrote : 

“ It is but justice to Napoleon to observe that he was 
never so very coarse and rude in his manner or language 
as he has been represented to have been : many a lie has 
thus been fathered upon him.” 

When he wrote those words Lowe had found out that 
his terrible devotion to 'tlie letter of his instructions had 
not earned for him the promotion he had expected from it. 
He was already being made to suffer the public hatred 
which should have fallen on his masters. He had no 
difficulty now in calling “ General Bonaparte,” Napoleon. 

Almost as soon us Lowe arrived troubles began to 
multiply. Napoleon was officially requested “ no longer 
to enter into conversation with the persons he met in the 
course of his waUcs.” Then he was told that his expenses 
must be cut do^wn. He was receiving £1 2,000 a year from 
the British Government for his fifty-one people, but prices 
at St. Helena were at least three, and probably four, 
times as high as prices elsewhere. The new figure was to 
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be £8,000 a year, which allowed slightly more than a pound 
H week — in actual value — ^for eat;h of the exiles. 

Najnjleon did not sec why ho should pay hir his <jwn 
captivity. Moreover, the attcmi^t to bury him alive and 
prevent the millions of Frenchmen who loved him from 
hearing the least word of news about him roused his 
fighting instincts. He seized the chance given him by 
a Government, which showed itself so niggardly, and 
ordered his own silver plate to be broken up and sold 
publicly. The news of that .sale, as he knew, was bound 
to reach Europe. A little later, when insulfieicnt firewood 
was provided at Longwood, he had one of his beds cut up 
for burning. These actions carried news of him to Europe 
in spite of all the sentries and all the ships. And tlie 
Kings and the War Lords trembled. Sir Hudson was 
told to redouble his precautions. 

This was not so easy, for Admiral Coekburn had been 
.succeeded by Admiral Sir Pulteney Malcolm, who was 
accompanied by his wife, and Malcolm was a man of liigh 
intelligence. He insisted, in spite of Lowe, in going to 
see Napoleon and in introducing to Napoleon the officem 
of all British ships calling at the i.sland. Lowe became 
very angry and the relations between the Governor and 
the Admh-al grew strained. 

Meanwhile the relations between the Governor and 
Napoleon had been completely broken. Nor was the Man 
in a mood to receive the “ Watchdogs ” of the Kings who 
had landed on the island on the anniversary of Waterloo — 
Sturmer for Francis of Austria ; Balmain for Alexander 
of Russia ; and Montchenu for Kmg Louis XVIII. These 
wortliies had come to keep Napoleon “ under observa- 
tion ” ; not one of them ever even saw him during his life. 

In October of that first complete year of captivity 
Napoleon made his gaoler a sporting offer. Seeing, he 
said in effect, through his secretary, that you refuse to 
call me the Emperor Napoleon, and seeing that I refuse, 
in the name of the French people, to he called “ General 
Bonaparte,” let me choose some other name altogether 
which will not offend you nor insult France — ^for example, 
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Colonel Muiron. That offer was referred to London — and 
refused. For, as Forsyth says, Kings are in the habit of 
adopting oceasioiially an incognito. How awful if Napo- 
leon should be allowed to resemble a real King in any one 
particular ! 

Lowe must have been very much annoyed by this 
incident. But he soon had his revenge. One of Napoleon’s 
“ faithful few ” — ^Las Cases, that loyal little soul ■with the 
over-ready tongue — was detected in the crime of trying 
to send a message out of the island without having first of 
all submitted its contents to Lowe. The Governor gathered 
his suite about him and went marching to Longwood to 
arrest the culprit in the very presence of his master. Las 
Cases, to avoid that, gave himself up and was duly shipped 
away to the Cape of Good Hope — ^ivhere everybody leaving 
St, Helena had to go in the first instance. 

Lowe had nevei* done a worse day’s work, for Las Cases 
had a ready pen and loved Napoleon. The plan of “ Soli- 
tude and Silence ” was about to fail badly. 
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“THE LITTLE DUTCH SKIPPER” 

Napoleon’s freedom was now further restricted. Instead 
of being allowed to go about freely in a space twelve 
miles round, he was told he must content himself with 
a space eight miles round. 

He protested vigorously — ^for what was the use of these 
irksome restrictions, seeing that escape was impossible in 
any case ? Lowe, however, had his orders. The Governor, 
too, commanded that no sailor or soldier of the garrison 
should speak about Napoleon in his letters home, nor even 
mention Napoleon’s name. And the secret police of 
Europe and the Press were warned to prevent anything 
at all being said or mitten about the Man. Even the 
“ Watchdogs ” were suspected and watched. 

“ I should not be surprised,” wrote Montclienu, King 
Louis’ “ Watchdog,” “ to hear some day that his [Loive’s] 
little head had given way under the enormous responsibility 
of guarding an inaccessible rock defended both on land and 
on sea by an army.” 

Louis’ ” Watchdog ” was no friend of Napoleon’s. 
Indeed, the Man utterly despised him. 

“ I know this Montclienu,” said the Man. “ He is an 
old fool, a chatterbox, a carriage general who has never 
smelt powder. I will not see him. . . . Poor fool, poor 
old fool, old booby. He is one of those men who support 
the ancient prejudice that Frenchmen are born mounte- 
banks.” 

Happily, amid these irritations, came a letter to 
Napoleon from his mother — ^which, of course, was read by 
Lowe before he got it. 
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Napoleon’s mother, though blind, wanted to come to 
St. Helena : 

“ I am very old,” wrote brave Letitia, “ to make a 
journey of two thousand leagues. I should die, perhaps, 
on the way, bub never mind, I should die nearer you.” 

That was consolation indeed, and it was needed. For 
Napoleon was about to lose his good friends, the Malcolms. 
Admiral Malcohn was leaving St. Helena and was being 
replaced there by Admiral Plampin. The change took 
place at midsummer 1817, when Plampin arrived on the 
Conqueror. He came to see the Man who was not pre- 
possessed in his favour. 

“ He reminds me,” said Napoleon, “ of one of those 
drunken little Dutch skippers that I have seen in Holland, 
sitting at a table with a pipe in his mouth, a cheese and 
a bottle of geneva before him.” 

The “ little Dutch skipper ” had managed to send a 
thrill of pious horror through the whole island, even before 
he came to Longwood. He had actually dared to bring 
out with him to that stern coimnunity a young woman 
who was not liis wife. 

“ To the scandal of the whole rock,” wrote Balmain, 
Alexander of Russia’s “Watchdog,” “he [PlampinJ has 
brought a lady with him to whom he has given his name ; 
but she is only his mistress. Every one has a fling at him 
for this.” 

The Rev. Mr. Boys, a local clergyman, went even further 
than a “ fling.” He actually preached a sermon on the 
subject which created tremendous excitement. The “ little 
Dutch skipper ” shook in his shoes and seems to have 
expected instant ruin. But Sii’ Hudson Lowe took a 
more lenient view of the case than the other members of 
the community. He did not report Plampin, and Plampin, 
in consequence, remained — as did also the lady. They 
took up their abode at “ The Briars ” where Napoleon had 
lived while Longwood was being got ready. Lowe wrote 
to Lord Bathurst : 

“ Admiral Plampin seems to have decided to attempt 
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no interference whatever. If he took any steps it would 
be in order to assist me.” 

This was better than the friendship of the Malcolms 
for Napoleon, wliich had been such a worry to the anxious- 
minded Governor. And so when the Hon. Jolm Elphin- 
stone, the life of whose brother (Lord Keith’s nephew) 
Napoleon had saved at Waterloo, sent out to the Man a 
beautiful set of chessmen marked mth the Imperial eagle 
and with the letter N. surmounted by a crown, Lowe had 
no hesitation in crating to Longwood that he only for- 
warded the gift under protest. 

This little pin-prick was the foretaste of new vexations 
for Napoleon. No longer were visits to be received from 
British sailors or soldiers, who were forbidden to hold any 
converse with “ the foreigners detained in the island.” 
Moreover the beloved Dr. O’Meara — late of the Bcllerophon 
— had fallen foul of Lowe and was obviously marked out 
for removal. This fact tmdoubtedly worried Napoleon 
a great deal, because his health was not good and O’Meara 
was the only doctor in the place in whom he had any confi- 
dence. O’Meara, however, perhaps to quiet Napoleon’s 
fears, invited Dr. Stokoe, the surgeon of the new Admiral’s 
ship, the Conqueror, with whom he had become friendly, 
to come to dine with him at Longwood and contrived 
to introduce Dr. Stokoe to Napoleon. 

“ O’Meara and I,” says Stokoe, “ had been walking 
for some time about the grounds at a considerable distance 
from the house when Ave saw Napoleon come out of the 
billiard-room [a recent addition to Longwood] accompanied 
by Count and Madame de Montholon. After taking a few 
turns before the house, he seated himseK on the steps, with 
Madame de Montholon beside him and Avith his back 
towards us. We approached to the distance of fifty yards 
and stopped for a minute or two, then turned to walk away. 
The Coimt came to O’Meara and asked who I was ; he 
returned to Napoleon and came back immediately, saying 
the Emperor would be glad to see me. 

“ I was delighted, and yet I felt a dread in approaching 
the man whose fame as a warrior had reached the remotest 
eorni^rs of the e'“ rth. 
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“ I followed the Count who, on coming near, took off 
his hat and presented me. I did the same aird made my 
best bow, remaining, as the Count did, with my hat off, 
when Napoleon, after slightly touching his, addressed 
me in the following words : 

“ ‘ Sm’gcon Conqueror Man o’ War. Fine ship.’ 

“ Upon this O’Meara informed him I spoke Italian.” 

Napoleon then asked a few commonplace questions 
and the interview ended. Yet Dr. Stokoe says : 

“ During the short time I was in the presence of 
Napoleon my opinion of his character underwent a complete 
change. I had formed, in my own imagination, the man 
I expected to sec, but I found him so totally the reverse 
that I had not been two minutes in conversation with 
him before I felt myself as much at my ease as if talking 
to an equal. I am not ashamed to confess that this sudden 
change was accompanied with such a friendly feeling 
towards him that I could have been at that moment his 
Ambassador to Sir Hudson to plead for a rescinding of those 
orders that caused him [Napoleon] to convert his miserable 
retreat into a voluntary prison.” 

Stokoe had felt, what so many others had felt, what 
Rapp, whomLordRosebery calls “themost independent and 
unflattering of all Napoleon’s Generals,” expressed thus : 

“ Many people describe Napoleon as a harsh, violent, 
passionate man. It is because they never knew him. 
Absorbed as he was in affairs, opposed in his plans, 
hampered in his projects, his humour was sometimes 
impatient and fluctuating. But he was so good and so 
generous tliat he was soon appeased. . . .” 

The worthy naval doctor, a Durham man, with the 
shrewdness of the North Country, thought it wise to teU 
Admiral Plampin about his little interview with Napoleon 
— ^for Sir Hudson Lowe was known to have very long ears 
— ^and so, next morning, he repaired to “ The Briars ” and 
reported. The “ little Dutch sldpper ” was not pleased. 

“ You could,” he declared, “ have quite easily refused 
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to speak to Bonaparte, and you ought to have done so. 
It is not at all necessary to be polite to the General 
[Napoleon]. There arc orders issued and they must be 
obcyefl. Voii have acted very improperly as this is a 
subject on which I and the Governor are now quarrelling. 
As you have seen him in this way I shall give an order 
that whenever any officer of the squadron is invited to 
dine witli Mr. O’Meara, or the officers on duty at Longwood, 
they are to hold no communication with General Bonaparte, 
even if he should ask for it, without niy previous sanction.” 

This was an entire reversal of the policy of Admiral 
Malcolm, Napoleon’s friend. It showed how the quarrel 
between Lowe and Plampin was going. Poor “ little 
Dutch skipper,” what could he do against Lowe in the 
difficult cireumstance.S'in which he was living? “The 
Admiral’s lady ” was actually present during the inter- 
view with Dr. Stokoc. She asked the doctor what he 
thought of Napoleon, and, when the doctor told her, re- 
marked that every stranger came away from Longwood 
with the same favourable impression. Curiou.sly enough 
liady Lowe seems to have .shared the attitude of “the 
Admiral’s lady,” for she remarked, when Napoleon refirsed 
to accept an invitation addressed to “ General Bonaparte 

“ He would not come to my house and I thought him 
perfectly right.” 

I have often wondered wlrcther this was not Sir 
Hudson Lowe’s view also : his secret view. If only 
Sir Hudson Lowe had not been quite so keen to become 
Governor of Ceylon I 

Lowe-of-thc-long-cars soon got wind of Dr. Stokoe’s 
talk with Napoleon. He sent for the doctor at once. 

“ He expressed surprise,” wrote Dr. Stokoc, “ at not 
having seen me before, I replied that, on returning from 
Longwood, 1 had waited upon the Admiral. . . 

“ ‘ In what language,’ Lowe asked, ‘ was the conversa- 
tion held ? ’ 

“ ‘ In Italian.’ ” 


This an,swer, the doctor thought, disturbed the Governor 
very muclr. 
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A NIGHT CALL 

Napoleon remained the soldier of the Revolution, And 
he spent all his time at Longwood, as he had spent ah his 
time, everywhere else, worMng for the Revolution and 
planning for it and hoping for it. 

His light burned until far into the misty nights — as it 
had burned at Valence and Auxonne, in the Tuileries, at 
St. Cloud, and at Mahnaison. He kept his secretary, 
Montholon, busy taking down his views on a vast number 
of topics, views and expressions full of the glory of France 
and of the French people and destined, in the fuhiess of 
time, to play their part in ridding France for ever of her 
Kings and her “ Glittering Beings ” and establisHng the 
Revolution in her heart, 

And his little court watched over him, and grew jealous 
of each other, and were bored, and quarrelled — ^as people 
will who are cabined together in a small place. Thus, 
young Gourgaud, who really worshipped Napoleon, was 
bitterly, terribly jealous of Montholon, the secretary, and 
even of Bertrand, He was also touchy. Once Napoleon, 
fifteen years his senior, called him a child. 

“ Me a child ! ” cried Gourgaud. “ I shall soon be thirty- 
four 1 I have eighteen years of service. I have been in 
thirteen campaigns, I have received three wounds. And 
then to be treated like this. Calling me a child is calling 
me a fool ! ” 

“ In short,” wrote Gourgaud himself of this incident, 
“ I am very angry. The Emperor seeks to calm me ; 
I remain silent ; we pass to the dining-room. His Majesty 
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•wishes to play chess, but places the pieces all awry. He 
speaks to me gently : 

“ ‘ I know you have commanded troops and batteries, 
but you are, after all, very young.’ 

“ I only reply by a gloomy silence.” 

Of another occasion Gourgaud records that he spoke 
of his “ chagrin.” 

“ Yon speak of sorrow, you ! ” exclaimed Napoleon. 
“ And I ! What sorrows Jiave I not had 1 What things 
to reproach myself with I Yon at any rate have nothing 
to regret. ... Do yon suppose that when I Avake at night 
I liavc not bad moments — ^when I think of what I was 
and what I am ? ” 

Gourgaud sometimes lectured Napoleon. 

“ I, though I have long years of life before me, am 
already dead,” said the Man. 

“ Yes, sir,” reraai’kcd Gourgaud, “ it is indeed horrible. 
It would have been better to die before coming here. 
J3ut as one is here, one should have the courage to put up 
with the situation. It would be so ignominious to die at 
St. Helena.” 

Another day Goui’gaud was sulky. Napoleon pinched 
his ear — ^the sign he always gave of his affection. 

“ Why are you so sad ? ” he asked. “ What’s tlic 
matter with you ? Pluck up and be gay, Gorgo Gorgotto, 
we will set about a book together, my son.” 

Not even Napoleon, though, could assuage Gourgaud’s 
jealousy of Montholon, and one day “ Gorgo Gorgotto ” 
actually challenged the secretary to a duel. Napoleon 
put a stop to that folly. Then Gourgaud said he must 
go away from the island, as he could no longer endure 
the strain. 

I-Ic sailed on February 18, 1818, after having wept 
bitterly at parting from Napoleon. In the same ship 
sailed Mr., Mrs., the two Misses and the two Masters 
Balcorabe, all of whom had been expelled from the island 
by Sir Hudson Lowe for being too friendly to Napoleon 
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and for carrying letters for him or for some other cause. 
A few weeks before, Napoleon had sent the girls, with whom 
he had once played Blind Man’s Buff, two ijhites of sweets. 
Lowe heard of it and ordered the plates and sweets to be 
returned. 

With Las Cases gone, and the Malcolms gone, and 
Gourgaud and the Balcombes gone, Napoleon’s poor little 
circle was reduced to the Bertrands and the Montholons 
and O’Meara. But the Man managed to keep up his 
courage and go on with his work. He rose late, having 
worked late, and then might walk or work or read — ^what 
joy the arrival of books gave him I — ^till the evening. After 
dinner he often read aloud to his friends, preferring 
tragedies to all other literatmre. And very often Madame 
Montholon feU asleep. Then would come a pause and : 

“ Oh ! Madame Moniholmi, vous dormez ! ” 

Lowe, however, was growing more and more suspicious 
of Dr. O’Meara. For one thing, the doctor thought that 
Napoleon was showing signs of the inflammation of the 
liver and bowels which was so dreadfully prevalent at St, 
Helena. For another, the doctor did not give the Governor 
all the information which the Governor wanted. For a 
third, the doctor was Imown to be writing private letters 
to a friend in London who was m close touch with the 
British Cabinet. Finally, the doctor was suspected of 
helping Napoleon to smuggle letters out of the island. 
And so Lowe, on April 10, 1818, ordered O’Meara to remain 
at Longwood and not leave the place without his [Lowe’s] 
permission. The doctor, an IrishmaJi, protested strongly 
— and effectively ! Lowe -wrote to Bathurst and got the 
reply : 

“ The reason was not sufficiently serious to justify, in 
the eyes of the public, the recall of the only doctor whose 
■sdsits were tolerated fay Napoleon.” 

Amazing sentimen-ts, -truly, for Bathurst 1 What 
could have happened to make this apostle of the plan 
of “ Solitude and Silence” so careful of public opinion 
in such a matter ? The answer is — ^Las Cases. That 
worthy little man bad not been idle since he was expelled 
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Irom the island. He had published the famous Letters 
from the Cape which Napoleon had given to him before he 
went away and in which a highly coloured picture of the 
Exile was afforded. And those Letters from the Cape had 
thrilled the publics of England and France so that the 
Kings grew deeply uneasy. Was Napoleon, though dead, 
yet speaking ? 

Apparently so, for, in July, The Edinburgh Beview 
began to thunder against the policy of “ Solitude and 
Silence ” and found a very sympathetic audience for 
its thundcrings. Then Gorngaud reached London, saw 
Bathurst and told him that Napoleon was not ill and was 
very happy and very well off. No one laiows, till this day, 
why “ Gorgo Gox’gotto ” took this line, for lie was presently 
to become one of the fiercest critics of the English Govern- 
ment. It may be that he was acting a part in order to 
encourage Bathurst to some fresh measure of restraint 
which should liave the effect of making a martyr of 
Napoleon. In any case Bathurst acted at once — ^for now 
he could answer his critics in Parliament out of Gourgaud’s 
mouth. Orders to send O’Meara, “ the only doctor whose 
visits Avere tolerated by Napoleon,” out of the island, were 
despatched to Lowe, who had for so long been askmg for 
them. 

Meanwliile Napoleon’s health had been causing O’Meara 
some -anxiety. In July 1818, the Man complained of a 
pain in liis side. His legs, lips, and gums swelled up and 
he became feverish and showed signs of bronchitis. 
O’Meara asked for a consultation, and Lowe recommended 
a Dr. Baxter, inspector of the local hospital. Napoleon 
refused to see Dr. Baxter. But he said he would like to 
see Dr. Stokoe, whom he had already met with O’Meara. 
Dr. Stokoe got a note from Admiral Plampin telling him of 
this wish of Napoleon. The good doctor was at once 
much alarmed, for he foresaw, trouble with Lowe if ho 
went to Longwood. So he wrote to the ” little Dutch 
skipper ” asking to be excused the honour and then 
visited O’Meara to explain why he had behaved in this 
f '’binn. 
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A week later, Sir Thomas Keadc, Lowe’s adjutant, 
sent for Stokoe, and no sooner had the doctor reached his 
office when in strode Sir Hudson himself. 

“ Mr. Stokoe,” he said, “ I cannot convince these 
people at Longwood that I did not influenee you in your 
refusal to see General Bonaparte the other day, and I 
wish you to state to me particularly your reasons for 
having done so.” 

Stokoe, taken aback, mumbled something about the 
responsibility being too great for a single doctor. Lowe 
asked him to write him an ollicial note to that effect. 
He did so. Lowe glanced at the note and then wrote 
another, in whicli Mr. Stokoe was made to say that he had 
“ great objections to go to Longwood, but, if obliged to do 
so, he would wish to visit the General with other medical 
men, excluding his private attendant ” (t.c. O’Meara). 

“ I was,” says Stokoe, “ looking over his shoulder as ho 
wrote, and as soon as I saw him write the last line, I 
suspected a sinister motive. I therefore immediately 
observed that I must object to that part of his statement, 
as it would convey the idea that I was unwilling to consult 
with Mr. O’Meara, which Avas not the fact. He drew his 
pen through the words and added, ‘ in addition to his 
private attendant,’ but he did not finish the letter. I 
had disappointed him. . . .” 

Lowe, says Stokoe, wanted to be able to write to Lord 
Bathurst that he, Stokoe, surgeon to the Admiral’s flagship, 
refused to meet O’Meara in consultation. Lowe need not 
have troubled, for, as has been said, Bathurst, thanks to 
his interview with Gourgaud, had already decided to bring 
O’Meara home. Very soon the delighted Governor 
received Bathurst’s orders that O’Meara sliould be removed 
from liis post and replaced “ by any .surgeon on tlie island 
approved of by Napoleon.” 

Lowe decided on sti’ong measures. O’Meara Avas 
arrested and his papers were searched. He left St. Helena 
soon afterwards, and on Octoba* 28, 1818, Avrote to the 
Secretary of the Admiralty ; 
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“I think it my duty to state, as his late medical 
attendant, that considering the disease of the liver with 
which he is afHicted, the progress it had made in him, and 
reflecting upon the great mortality produced by that 
complaint in the Island of St. Helena (so strongly exempli- 
fled in the number of deaths in the 66th Regiment the 
St. Helena Regiment, the squadron and Europeans in 
general, and particularly in II.M. ship Conqueror, which 
ship has lost about one-sixth of her complement, nearly 
the whole of whom have died within the last eight months), 
it is my opinion that the life of Napoleon Bonaparte will be 
endangered by a longer residence in such a climate as that 
of St. Helena, especially if that residence be aggravated 
by a continuance of these disturbances and irritations to 
which he has hitherto been subjected and of which it is 
the nature of his distemper to render him peculiarly 
susceptible.” 

No notice was taken of this, and, because O'Meara was 
foolish enough to suggest to the Admiralty that Lowe had 
hinted to him that, as Napoleon’s doctor, he might talcc 
steps to put the prisoner out of the way, he was dismissed 
the service. 

The year 1819 began. Lowe put a doctor of whom he 
approved, Dr. Vcrling, into O’Meara’s old quarters. But 
Napoleon refused to sec Dr. Verling, On January 16 
the Man had a giddy attack and then a faint attack. He 
demanded to see Dr. Stokoe, At daybreaJe on Sunday, 
January 17, 1819, the following note was put into Dr. 
Stokoe’s hands : 

“ IlOIlg^vood. 1 a.in, 

“ Sis, 

“ The Emperor has just had a sudden and violent 
attack. You are the only medical man at present in this 
country in whom he has shown any confidence. I beg 
you not to lose a moment in hastening to Longwood. On 
your arrival ask for me. I hope that you will arrive in 
the course of the night. I am much troubled.” 

The letter was signed by Bertrand and with it was 
enclosed a note from Admiral Plampin’s secretary to the' 
Captain of the Conqueror. 
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“ The Admiral has desired me to say that you arc 
to order Mr. Stokoe [Surgeon of the Cotiqucror^ to go 
directly to Longwood and call on Dr. Verling, as Buona- 
parte [Italian spelling] is very ill.” 

The doctor obeyed. He reached Bertrand’s rooms at 
seven o’clock in the monimg. He was told that Napoleon, 
who had fainted, was better ; and had taken a hot bath. 
Napoleon was now sleeping. Stokoe had breakfast with 
the Bertrands and then saw Montholou, who proposed that 
he should take O’Meara’s place and become Napoleon’s 
surgeon. The doctor declined and explained his reasons. 
Montholou went away and returned in an hour with an 
agreement, in eight articles, appointing Dr. Stokoe “ surgeon 
to the Emperor Napoleon.” These aitiicles stipulated that 
Stokoe was not to be taken away “ at least by a simple 
order of the Governor and especially as long as the disease 
continues,” was to be considered as an Englishman hold- 
ing a civil appointment, and was not to be obliged to render 
an account to any person of Napoleon’s health. 

“ No. 6. Uc is not to he obliged io render an account of 
what he secs or hears at Longwood unless anything which, in 
his judgment, might comprotnisc his oath of allegiance to 
his country and his sovereign,” 

The articles were “ to be done with the permission of 
his Chief, Rear-Admiral Plampin.” Dr. Stokoe saw 
notliing in these articles “ incompatible with the honour 
of a British officer and a gentleman, ” and said that, if 
Phunpin and Lowe consented, he would accept the appoint- 
ment. He was then taken to Napoleon’s room. 
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Napoleon was lying on a sofa. His skin looked sallow 
and Ids fcaburcs were drawn. The pain m Iiis side had not 
abated and the slightest pressure oir that spot made him 
cry out. 

“ How long, ” asked Napoleon, “ might a man live with 
sueh a complaint ? Please tell me the bare truth ? ” 

“ There ai’e instances of men living to an advanced 
period,” the cautious north-countryman said. 

“Yes, but is one likely to live to that period in a 
tropical climate ? ” 

“ No.” 

“ What is the danger to be apprehended ? ” 

“ Inflammation and possibly suppuration.” 

“ What would be the consequence of that ? ” 

“ If matter formed and it broke into the intestines, 
he might be saved ; if it pointed externally, he might be 
saved by an operation ; but if it burst into the cavity of 
the abdomen death must ensue.” 

Napoleon clenched his hand. 

“ I should have lived to the age of eighty,” he exclaimed, 
“ if they had not brought me to this vile place.” 

Dr. Stokoc left Napoleon and wrote out a bulletin as 
follows : 

“ I foimd the patient in a very weak state, complaining 
of considerable pain m the right side, in the region of the 
liver, and with shooting pain in tire right shoulder. About 
midnight he had been seized suddenly with violent pains 
in the head, succeeded by vertigo and syncope which 
continued nearly a quarter of an hour. After recovering 



536 


A HANDFUL OF BEANS 


from this state he had recourse to a warm bath whieli 
produced violent perspirationand relieved him immediately. 

“ From the evident tendency of a determination of 
blood to the lieadj it will be highly necessary that a 
medical man should be near his person, in order that 
immediate assistance may be afforded in case of a recurrence 
of the above alarming symptoms as well as for the daily 
treatment of chronic hepatitis [inflammation of the liver] 
which the above symptoms indicate.” 

At two o’clock in the afternoon Stokoe left Longwood 
and went at once to “ The Briars ” to see Admiral Plampin. 
He showed liim the agreement, and the “ little Dutch 
skipper ” saw nothing to object to in it. But Lowe, 
who had had a copy sent him through Captain Nicholls, 
the British orderly officer at Longwood, was of a very 
different opinion, in spite of the fact that Lord Bathurst 
had ordered him to appoint “ any doctor agreeable to 
Napoleon.” 

All that evening Napoleon continued to be very unwell. 
He was suffering from an attack of Malta fever — an opinion 
reached by Sir Arthur Keith, the distinguished Curator 
of the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, 
ajrd also by the late Sir William Leishman, both of whom 
carefully examined the records left by the doctors. Tliis 
opinion, moreover, finds further confirmation from the fact 
that the two portions of Napoleon’s bowels, which are now 
preserved in the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons 
of England, show, not deposits of cancer, but enlarged 
glandular substance. Sir Arthur Keith has written ; 

“ No one who has tabulated from the records left by 
O’Meara, Stokoe, and Autommarclii, the symptoms mani- 
fested month after month by Napoleon during the first 
three years of his illness can doubt the recurrent febrile 
[feverish] nature of his original disease. The symptoms 
are neither those of gastric ulcer nor gastric cancer, but 
of a nature which shows he suffered from a form of Malta 
fever or of an infection nearly akin to Malta fever.” 

Was this “ infection nearly alcin to Malta fever ” the 
St. Helena disease which had killed so many of the crew 
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of the Conqueror? Or was it an old-standing infection 
dating from boyhood — the fever he had suffered from in 
Corsica — ^made active by the damp walls of Longwood or 
the bad climate of St. Helena ? It is htu’d to say. Napo- 
leon undoubtedly suffered at times throughout his life 
from sick attacks of a more or less obscure Idnd. He 
had one on tlie way to Moscow, at the Borodino, during 
the hot weather, and there are records of others. Dm'ing 
these attacks he lost his energy and grew listless. Hot 
weather, too, always seems to have distressed liim, for he 
nearly always refers to its presence in his letters. At St. 
Helena, from 1818 onwards, he was certainly — ^though inter- 
mittently — a sick man; yet Sir Frederick Maitland had 
noticed how well he seemed when he came aboard the 
BcUeroplion. 

His sickness, however, aroused in the mind of Sir 
Hudson Lowe nothing but suspicion. Probably the 
fellow was only pretending to be iU. And so, although a 
fresh request for Dr. Stokoe’s services reached him at 
midnight, he took no action until the following day. 
Stokoe, however, as a doctor, had taken upon himself to 
return to his patient without waiting to be told to do so. 
He reached Longwood at six o’clock in the morning. 
Napoleon was then better. But a relapse soon occuri’ed, 
and once more the doctor was summoned. He saw 
Plampin before going to Longwood, and the “ little Dutch 
skipper ” made it plain that he had got his own instruc- 
tions from Lowe. He questioned the doctor closely and 
then demanded why, in the bulletin he had written, 
Napoleon was described only as “ the patient.” 

“ I asked Count Bertrand what I should say,” said 
Stokoe, “ with respect to the name, when he answered 
‘ Napoleon ’ or ‘ the patient,’ which was my reason for 
not putting down ‘ General Bonaparte.’ ” 

Here was treason indeed. Yet Stokoe was allowed to 
go to Longwood. He found Napoleon much worse and 
decided to stay the night. He also begged his patient to 
submit to be bled. 

“ The careless gesture of a fatalist,” was Napoleon’s 
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only reply to this request. But at five in the moriiiiig, 
“ the headaehe having become unbearable,” the Man 
submitted. He extended his arm and Dr. Stokoe opened 
a vein. Some slight relief followed the little operation. 
The doetor wished to remain all day with his patient, but 
he was recalled by the Admiral. He went and saw 
Plampin and told him what he thought of Napoleon. 
The “ little Dutch slcipper ” showed such ill-humour that, 
on returning to liis ship, Stokoe wrote : “ The experience 
of to-day points to the necessity of my declining all further 
communication with Longwood,” and asked to be relieved 
of that duty. But scarcely had he dried the ink on his 
letter when a ncAV call from Napoleon reached liim. Stokoe 
hurried back to Plampin who ordered him to go back to 
Longwood but to return by 10.30 the next mornhig at 
the latest. 

During a second night the doctor sat up with Iiis 
patient, who was a little better. The next morning 
Napoleon asked him to remain for a time and so kept him 
late — ^for which lateness the poor doctor had to pay 
heavily : 

“ Because General Bonaparte desired you to stay there 
you disobey my order,” exclaimed the “little Dutch 
sldpper ” ; “ you appear to consider General Bonaparte’s 
desire paramount to any order of mine.” 

“ Would you,” the doctor asked, “ have had me leave 
him ? ” 

“ Certainly ; since you do irot think that your presence 
was absolutely necessary ? ” 

Dr. Stokoe never saw Napoleon again. He was sent 
home to England and then brought back, at once, to 
St. Helena, and tried by court-martial. The real charge 
against him was that he had written m his bulletin, a copy 
of wliich he had left with Napoleon, the statement : 

“ A recurrence [of the attack] may soon prove fatal) 
particularly if medical attendance is not at hand” 

That statement was true, but it put both Lowe and 
Plampin in a most dangerous position — ^for Napoleon 
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refused to see the doctors they desired that he should see. 
WJiat if Napoleon happened to die and this bulletin 
happened to reach the millions of men and women in 
Europe whose love and devotion to the Man gi’cw daily 
stro 2 igcr ? The Kings would be accused, then, of assassi- 
nation and Napoleon would be hailed as a martyr, com- 
parable, in his mai’tyrdom, to England's other French 
victim, Joan of Arc. And so the unhappy doctor was 
found guilty, was dismissed the service, and, after twenty 
years of distinguished work, lost his pension. But, 
qucerly enough, his pension was, later on, restored to him. 

The sick man of Longwood had lost his second doctor. 
No wonder that, shortly after Dr. Stokoe had been sent 
home, Balmain, Alexander of Russia’s “ Watchdog,” 
wrote to his Government (April 22, 1819) : 

“ Nothing can be more absurd, more impoUtic, less 
generous and less delicate than the conduct of the English 
to Napoleon.” 

The “ Watchdogs ” were reduced, now, to two, for 
Sturmer, Francis of Austria’s representative, had been 
withdrawn at the suggestion of Lowe after be had become 
almost maniacal as a result of illness. Balmain soon 
followed Sturmer, declaring ; i 

“ Far from acclimatizing myself to this horrible rook, I 
suffer constantly froin my nerves ; my health is already 
ruined by the climate.” 

Had he also contracted the local fever ? In any case, 
Lowe and Napoleon now faced each other, almost without 
intermediaries. And the odds of the encounter were 
heavily in Lowe’s favour, for the “ little Dutch skipper,” 
his only possible restraint, was in no position to be trouble- 
some owing to the continued presence of “ the Admiral’s 
lady”at“The Briars,” The “Watchdog” of Louis XVIII, 
the “ poor old booby ” Montchenu, who now represented 
France and Austria and Russia, was a mere cypher. 
Moreover Napoleon was very sick, and had not even a 
doctor whom he could ti'ust to defend him. 

Nevertheless the Man of the Revolution braced himself 
for this last struggle against the power of the Kings. He 
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had reason to know that the common folk had not forgotten 
him, but that, on the contrary, their love still burned for 
him as it had burned in the old days. He was their 
Emperor still. 

“ Long, long will they tell of him unrter the thatched roof ; 

In Jifty years Hie humble dwelling will know no other history, 
Cliildren, through this village I saw him ride, followed by Kings." 

As the Emperor he would live and work and die. He 
defied Sir Hudson Lowe and refused to admit any of the 
Govcrnor’.s oflicers to his household. The wretched orderly 
officer, Nieholls, who was charged with the duty of seeing 
the prisoner twice in each twenty-four hours, had a difficult 
time. 

“ I believe,” he reported on April 23, 1819, “ that I 
saw Napoleon Bonaparte to-day, in the act of stropping 
his razor in his dressing-room.” 

And most of his reports were to the same effect. 
Napoleon had become invisible ; he had met the plan of 
“ Solitude and Silence ” with the plan of Mystery. The 
Mystery of Napoleon grow and began to fill the world so 
that the Kings themselves became uneasy. It was dis- 
covered that even the weak may possess terrible weapons 
of offence. Lowe asked Napoleon to receive one of his 
friends. He got the answer : 

“ Those who have gone doAvn to the tomb receive no 
visits.” 

Lowe fumed and fretted. But he was helpless. The 
plan of Mystery defeated him. His adjutant. Sir Thomas 
Rcade, declared : 

“ If I were Governor, I would bring that dog of a 
Frenchman to his senses ; I would isolate him from all 
his friends, who are no better than himself ; then I would 
deprive him of his books. He is, in fact, nothing but a 
miserable outlaw, and I woidd treat him as such. By 
God, it would be a great mercy to the King of France to 
rid him of such a. feUow altogether. It was a piece of 
great cowardice not to have sent him at once to a court- 
martial instead of sending him here.” 
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Napoleon, let it be known that if any attempt was made 
to violate his privacy, he would take means to defend 
himself. Sir Thomas Reade went blustering to Longwood 
to accept this challenge and see the Man for himself, but 
when the door of the Man’s room was reached his courage 
failed him. All he could do was to shout through the 
door : 

“ Come out, Napoleon Bonaparte. We want Napoleon 
Bonaparte.” 

In September 1819, Dr. Antommarchi, a Corsican, 
whom Cardinal Feseh — Grandmamma Pesch’s son — had 
chosen to attend Napoleon, arrived on the island with two 
priests — a sign that pul)lic opinion in Europe was becoming 
a source of anxiety to the Kings. But his new doctor 
seems to have inspired Napoleon with very little con- 
fidence. 

Perhaps the reason was that, about this time, ho 
became very much litter in health and began to lay out 
a garden near Longwood. Day after day the Man of 
Battles, wearing a big Panama hat, earned his spade to 
his garden and set diligently to work. He began again, 
too, to ride, because orders from England had been received 
extending his “ limits.” Even Lowe seems to have ceased 
to some extent from his troubling, though when Mon- 
tholon gave Montchenu, King Louis’ “ Watchdog,” a 
handful of beans to plant in his garden, some white and 
some green, the Governor at once suspected a double 
meaning. Napoleon usually wore a green coat at Long- 
wood, whereas the white cockade was King Louis’ symbol. 
Greatly worried, Lowe wrote off to Lord Bathurst in 
London about the beans : 

“ Whether,” he said, “ the haricots blancs and haricots 
verts bear any reference to the drapeau blanc of the 
Bourbons, and the habit vert of General Bonaparte himself 
and the livery of his servants at Longwood, I am unable 
to say ; but the Marquis de Montchenu, it appears to me, 
would have acted with more propriety, if he had declined 
receiving either, or limited Iiimself to a demand for the 
white ''.lone ” 
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There is an expressive word which exactly char- 
acterizes a man who writes letbers of this kind to his 
official superiors. Lowe certainly left no stone — ^not 
even a bean — ^unturned in his effort to obtain “ that 
Colonial Governorship.” 



CHAPTER LXXXV 

AT TUB GOING DOWN OF THE SUN 

In the summer of 1820 Napoleon, had another attack of 
his fever, a very severe attack, which robbed him of the 
Ijower of getting about. Dr. Antommarchi attended Iiim. 

“ He still,” wi-otc Montholon, “ complains of pain 
‘ like a knife.’ Antommarclii smiles when I aslc the 
meaning of this internal pain which is like a cut with a 
pcnlmife about two inches below the left breast.” 

We know better to-day what such a pain signifies. 
An ulcer was forming in Napoleon’s stomach — according 
to some authorities a cancerous ulcer — Sir Arthur Keith 
takes this view — ^according to other authorities an ulcer 
not of cancerous type — Sir Berkeley Moynihan takes this 
view. The patient was compelled to remain in his chair 
or on his sofa — ^though he continued to work at his 
memoirs until far into the night. 

It is a strange spectacle, this lighted window of Lojig- 
wootl, in the small hours, and tliis little, damp room, in 
which the dying Napoleon continues, with all liis failing 
strength, the work he begm in circumstances scarcely 
more hospitable — ^the woi'k of laying the foundations of 
a new wox'ld. And yet how congruous the spectacle is 1 
For the deepest meaning of the Revolution is the nobility 
of Man himself, his courage, his patience, his goodness of 
heart. The Kings and the priests had proclaimed the 
baseness and the shifulness of Man, and on these founda- 
tions built their strong houses ; the Revolution gave them, 
Kings and priests alike, the lie in their teeth. The Man 
of the Revolution showed to the whole world what a man, 
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even a mail exiled and widowed and bowed doAvn with 
mortal siekness, can mightily achieve. 

But these labours were too much now for the hardest 
worker this earth has ever known. Beitrand wrote to the 
Prime Minister, Lord Liverpool, begging that Napoleon 
might have a change since nothing but removal from St. 
Helena could, he believed, save his life. This letter was 
returned by Lowe, who of course had read it, “ on account 
of the use of the Imperial title.” Lowe is still of opinion 
that Napoleon is shamming, and Montchenu, King Louis’ 
“ Watchdog ” — ^thc last of the “ Watchdogs ” — actually 
tries to force his way into tire sick-room, but is, happily, 
turned back by a sentry before he gets near it. . . . 

As the year 1820 grew old Napoleon staggered under 
the blows of his malady. He suffered dreadful pain, and 
sometimes lay panting on the floor in his agony. 

“ Perhaps death will soon put a term to my sufferings,” 
he cried in October. In November, during a period of 
relief, he said : “ What a pleasant thing is rest ; my bed 
has become a place of happiness for me. I would not 
exchange it for all the thrones of the universe.” 

Lowe heard of these grave symptoms, but believed 
nothing of what he heard. He suggested that Napoleon 
might caU in Dr. Arnott of the 20th Regiment if he required 
a consultation. Napoleon refused, declaring that since his 
appeal to Lord Liverpool had not been forwarded ” he did 
not believe in the interest the Governor showed with 
regard to his health.” 

Christmas came and was a time of deep sadness for the 
little company at Longwood' — further reduced now by the 
fact that Madame Montholon had returned to Europe for 
her health’s sake. Napoleon was visibly failing. 

“ Each day,” wrote the faithful Montholon, “ he seemed 
less inclined to exertion of body or mind. He was always 
tired. He loimged idly in an easy chair, whereas, but a 
short time before, he spent the greater part of the night as 
well as the day ui airairging the materials for his work. 
I often stood for some hours, waiting for him to finish a 
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sentence or to rouse himself from the stupor to say some- 
thing more than : ‘ Well, my son, what’s new ? What 
shall we do ? ’ ” 

In February Napoleon’s circulation began to weaken 
and his limbs grew cold. Notliing seemed to be able to 
afford him warmth. He could swallow no food except 
meat jelly — a supply of which Lowe sent him from his own 
house when this fact was reported to him. The mind, 
once swift and keen as a sword-blade, began to become 
overclouded. Napoleon lost his memory and often, at 
night, grew rambling in Ms speech. When March arrived 
he became afflicted with severe sickness and lost a great 
deal of blood. He took to bed, never again to rise. 

His doctor, Dr. Antommarchi, wrote to a friend on 
March 17, 1821 : 

“ If the English Government does not hasten to remove 
him from this destructive atmosphere. His Majesty soon, 
with anguish I say it, will pay the last tribute to the earth. 
... I offer the undoubted facts stated above, in opposition 
to the gratuitous assertions in the English newspapers 
relative to the good health which His Majesty is stated to 
enjoy.” 

On the same day Montholon wrote to Pauline : 

“ The Emperor reckons upon Your Highness to make 
his real situation knowia to some English of influence. 
He dies without succour upon this frightful rock ; Ms 
agonies are frightful.” 

Pauline applied to the British Government for leave 
to go to St. Helena hei'self. But it was too late. 

Lowe’s mind, indeed, seems to have been the only 
tranquil one on the island. On April 11, nearly a month 
after Napoleon had exhibited these terrible symptoms, 
Lowe wrote to Lord Bathurst : 

“ The enclosed extract of a letter from Count Mon- 
tholon may merit, as usual, your lordship’s perusal. . . . 
It may be regarded as a bulletin of General Bonaparte’s 
health, meant for circulation at Paris.” 



.»546 AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN 


Wc must not, however, blame tlie Governor too much 
for this attitude, for, on April 1, Napoleon liad been per- 
suaded to see Dr. Arnott and that worthy man had after- 
wards discussed his case with Lowe’s adjutant, the bold 
Sir Thomas Reade. Here is Reade’s report of what Dr. 
Arnott said to him : 

"... From what I could learn generally out of 
Dr. Arnott’s conversation, he appears to think that 
General Bonaparte is not affected by any serious complaint, 
probably more mental than any other ... he saw no 
danger whatever. During his visit this moniing he 
recommended him to rise and get shaved. He replied that 
he was too weak at present, that he would shave when he 
was a little stronger.” 

Napoleon had then about thirty days to live. But 
perhaps Dr. Arnott had no wish to share the fates of Dr. 
O’Meara and Dr. Stokhe. At any rate he continued liis 
visits. There were ups and downs and sometimes the 
patient was able to talk. On April 14 Napoleon told Dr. 
Arnott that he would like to present a copy of Coxe’s 
Life of Marlboi'ough to the officers of the 20th Regiment — 
to wliich Arnott was attached. The copy had been given 
him by the Hon. Robert Spencer. The books were sent 
ova* during the same afternoon. Unhappily they had 
written on their flyleaves : L‘E7npercur Napolemi” 

Lowe at once suspected a plot in spite of the fact that 
the writing was not Napoleon’s, and ordered that the 
offending leaves should be torn out. But the officers of the 
regiment refused and referred the matter to the Duke of 
York, as Commander-in-Chief, who replied that “ such a 
gift from Napoleon to a British regiment was most grati- 
fying to him.” There is a crumb of satisfaction in the 
thought that Napoleon never heard of this incident. Two 
days later, on April 16, Dr. Arnott changed his opinion 
about his patient. No longer did he suggest that Napoleon 
might arise and shave himself. He told Sir Hudson 
Lowe that, in his opinion, his patient was dying. 

This news came as a severe shock, for Lowe had been 
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witijig letter after letter to Lord Bathurst saying that 
there was nothing wrong. He now removed every restric- 
tion on the movements of the doctors on the island and 
placed all their services at Napoleon’s disposal. 

Meanwhile Napoleon was malcing liis last additions to 
his will, which is dated April 16, 1S21. 

“ I die,” he declared in that document, “ in the 
Apostolical Roman religion, in the bosom of which T was 
born more than fifty years ago. 

” It is my wish that ray ashes may repose on the banks 
of the Seine, in the midst of the French people whom I 
have loved so well. 

“ I recommend to my son,” the will continues, “ never 
to forget that he was horn a French prince, and never to 
allow himself to become an instrument in the hands of 
the triumvirs who oppress the natives of Europe [Austria, 
Prussia, and Russia]. He ought never to fight against 
France, or to injure her in any manner ; he ought to adopt 
my motto : Everything for the French people. 

“ I die prematurely, murdered by the English oligarchy 
and its assassin ; the English nation will not be slow in 
avenging me.” 

The will then refers to the men who betrayed Napoleon. 
Marmont, Talleyrand, and others : “I forgive them ; may 
the posterity of France forgive them likewise.” 

“ I thank my good and most excellent mother, the 
Cardinal [Fesch], my brothers Joseph, Lucien, Jerome, 
Pauline, Caroline, Julie [Joseph’s wife], Hortense, Catherine 
[that good woman the daughter of the King of Wiirtemberg, 
Jerome’s wife], Eugene for the interest wliich they have 
continued to feel in me. I pardon Louis for the libel which 
he published in 1820 ; it is replete with false assertions 
and falsified documents.” 

Then follows the references to the Duke of Enghien. 
Napoleon left large legacies to his faithful friends. Of his 
valet Marchand he said ; 

' “ The services which he has rendered to me are those 

of a friend ; it is my wish that he should marry the widow, 
sister, or daughter of an officer of my Old Guard.’? 
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In a codicil he left £400 to a French officer, Cantillon, 
who bad been accused, tried, and acquitLed by a French 
jury of having tried to stab the Duke of Wellington in 
Paris. Napoleon looked on Wellington as “ responsible 
for the blood of the martyrs, Ney (who was shot) and La 
Bedoy^re, and for the crime of having despoiled the 
museums contrary to the text of treaties.” Napoleon 
also declared that Cantillon had as much right to murder 
“the oligarch” as had Wellington to send him to St. 
Helena. 

There is no doubt that Napoleon believed that 
Wellington had inspired the behaviour of Lowe and the 
persecutions — and executions — of his friends in Paris. 
In this he was misinformed, though Wellington was 
detested in Paris during the time that he acted there as 
practical dictator of France. We must not forget that 
Wellington opposed the desire of Blucher, the Prussian, 
to shoot Napoleon. It is a pity that this last codicil was 
added to the will, but on April 24, when it was dictated, 
Napoleon was falling into a delirium from which he never 
completely emerged. On April 26 he had ceased to be 
rational. 

Dr. Arnott wrote on April 27 : 

“ General Bonaparte is worse than I have seen him yet : 
he is much oppressed with vomiting ; we can make 
nothing whatever rest on his stomach. In consequence of 
the constant vomiting he is very much exhausted.” 

“ April 28. — ^The only change I could perceive in him 
was that I thought he did not talk so incoherently as he 
did in the morning.” 

On May 1 the delirious patient had a cold fit and lay, 
pale and pulseless, as if on the point of death. Then he 
rallied, and Montholon told Mm of Sir Hudson Lowe’s 
wish that he would consent to take further medical advice. 

“ No,” murmured Napoleon. “ I Icnow that I am 
dying. I have confidence in the people already about me, 
and I do not wish others to be called in,” 

The next day matters were still worse. “ At times he 
raves, but not constantly. His strength is gone.” Severe 
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hiccup occurred. On May 4 there was a slight rally and 
the poor toiincntcd sufferer, whose agonies must have 
heel) dreadful, since there was a large perforation in the 
stomach, fell asleep. But on the morning of May 5 the 
hand of death was stretclicd out towards him. On that 
morning Napoleon was heard by Montholou to cry out : 
“ Chief of the Army.” Suddenly he sat up m bed and then 
sprang out of bed, gazing wildly and vacantly about him. 
He was with difficulty laid back again on his pillows. It 
was the last flicker of that heroic strength. His pulse 
faded away ; quietness and rest enfolded him. 

It may be, that in these last, gentle hours, it was granted 
to the soul of Napoleon to look down the long avenues of 
the future and behold the fruits of his endeavour. I like, 
at any rate, to think it was so. I like to think that that 
mind, so swift to pierce the gloom of coming events, was 
satisfied with the knowledge that only nine years remained 
now of their rule to the Old Kings of Prance, Louis XVIII 
and his shameful brother the Count of Artois. I like to 
think, too, that the Man saw the sweeping away from France 
of all the foes of the Revolution and the establishment of 
the Revolution in France’s abiding love : the fitful reign 
of Louis Philippe ; the reign of Napoleon IH, the youngest 
son of Louis and Hortense Beauharnais, “ too much 
Bonaparte, too little Emperor ” ; the march of Moltke 
(and Bismarck) and their Prussians on Paris in 1870 and 
the founding at Versailles of the German Empire ; and then 
the twilight of the Kings in 1918, when “England and 
Prance United ” went forth, side by side, to defend the 
New World against the Old, the spirit of the Revolution 
against the spirit of tyranny and oppression ; the Armistice 
signed at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month ; the treaty of Versailles. 

During that last day of Napoleon’s life a storm blew over 
the high plateau on which Longwood is situated and many 
trees were uprooted and many tents of the British regiments 
were blown down. The willow-tree beneath which the 
Man had been wont to sit during summer evenings was 
among the victims. 
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The tempest died away as evening approached and the 
sun broke again from the clouds. It was five o’clock and 
Napoleon lay unconscious, scarcely drawing his l^reatli. 
The lines of age and care had been smoothed, as if by 
invisible fingers, from his face, and the watchers about 
the bed beheld, to their astonishment, the lovely, clear-cut 
features of the young hero of Italy and Egypt and Marengo, 

At six minutes before six o’clock on May 5, 1821, just 
at the time when the sun was setting, for sunset is early 
at that time of year in tliat region, Napoleon died. 
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They laid tlic embalmed body in state with the sword of 
Marengo by its side and the cloak of Marengo wrapped 
about it — a frail body, the face exquisitely serene and with, 
it is said, an expression of almost unearthly tranquillity 
graven upon its lineaments. His cocked hat lay at the 
dead man’s feet. 

And the people of St. Helena, soldiers and townsfolk, 
passed before the body and gazed on it in mute wonder. 
Was this Napoleon ? 

On May 8 the coffin was raised on the shoulders of 
British Grenadiers, and borne out to a waiting hearse. 
The way to “ Napoleon’s Valley,” where the grave had been 
dug, was lined with British soldiers. Behind the soldiers 
stood men and women of many races, British and French, 
Brazilians and Cliinese and negroes from the plantations. 
Bertrand’s little son, Napoleon Bertrand, who had been 
bom on the island and had been a “ playmate ” 
of Napoleon, headed the procession. Montholon and 
Bertrand were on horseback, while Madame Bertrand 
and her daughter Hortense had a carriage. One of 
Napoleon’s old chargers was led behind the hearse. The 
rest of the procession was made up of soldiers and 
marines. Sir Hudson Lowe rode last of them all. 

And so they bore him to Napoleon’s Valley. There was 
no name on the coffin, for the hatred of the Kings would 
not even concede that the dead man should be called 
“ Napoleon ” on his coffin lid, and the spirit of Napoleon 
forbade that any compromise on this matter should be 
made with the Kings. But they fired a salute over the 
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grave and ib is said thab some of bhe Bribish officers begged 
leave, before the coffin was lowered, to kiss that faded 
green cloak, spread as a funci'al pall, which had wi’apped 
the limbs of the young hero, more than twenty years before, 
on the battlefield of Marengo. 

i|( * * * 

And after that Napoleon’s rooms at Longwood were 
turned into a pigsty and a shed for cattle. 
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THE VOICE OF FRANCE 

Nineteen years later King Louis Philippe, who had 
helped to drive the Old Kings, his eousins, from the throne 
of France, felt that throne tottering beneath himself. In 
his evil hour he resolved to make a last bid for the love of 
the French people by bringing back the body of Napoleon 
from St. Helena. 

There were difficulties in the way, one of which was the 
fact that no member of the Bonaparte family was allowed 
to live in France. Another diflftculty was the uneasy state 
of the relations with England. But Louis Philippe, 
nevertheless, persisted in his enterprise. He got the leave 
he required from Queen Victoria and then sent his own son, 
with the faithful Bertrands, father and son, Gourgaud, 
Las Cases — ^the son — ^and others to carry out his great 
undertaking. 

At midnight on October 16, 1840, the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of Napoleon’s setting foot on the island, the 
exhumation was begun by torchlight. Dawn cast her first 
feeble rays on the opened coffin, on the features of Napoleon 
unchanged and uneffaced by time. 

At that spectacle, charged with memories so potent 
and so sorrowful, those who had known and loved the 
Man broke down and wept. 

In December the ship Lows Philippe, which brought 
the body home to France, reached the port of Cherbourg. 
On December 16, 1840, Napoleon returned to bis capital. 

And that day, the voice of France was lifted up once 
again, the voice of tens of thousands of Frenchmen and 
Frenchwomen, crowded along the route of the funeral 
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pi’ocession, in the old, immortal challenge of common 
men to Kings and. oppressors : 

“ Viir VEmptrciir ! " 

“ Long live the Emperor ! ” they cried, these French 
folk who had come to play their part in the Emperor’s 
burial. And the Kings and the princes, who were gathered 
under the great dome of the Invalides, could scarce forbear, 
it is said, enemies as they were at heart, to join in that 
strangest of salutations to the dead. 

“ Sire,” announced the Prince of Joinvillc, the son of 
King Louis Philippe, “ I bring you the body of the Emperor 
Napoleon.” 

There was a moment of silence, and then the great 
doors were thrown open, disclosing the uniforms of the 
Guard. An usher stepped forward. He announced : 

“ The Emperor.” 

Napoleon was borne in, by the soldiers of France, to 
that resting-place which, until this day, remains the shrine 
of a Nation’s glory and a Nation’s love. 

The Man had begun his everlasting Empire over the 
mind and spirit of humanity. 
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177 

— rise to power, his part in, 241, 
242 

— wedding, he is a witness at, 
158 

Tallien, Madame, and, 148, 154 
Barrin, dc, French Commuuder-in- 
Chief in Corsica, 59 
Bassano, Battle of, 180 
Baslia, in Corsica, 112, 113, 114 
Bustilc, talcing of the, 71 

Napoleon celebrates anniversaries 
of, 94, 180, 190 
Bathurst, Lord : 

Arranges Napoleon’s detciitiou 
at St. Helena, 517 

Gourgond and, 631 

Lowe, Sir Hudson, and, 518, 520, 
524, 580, 645, 547 

O’Meara, S., and, 531 
Bausset, de, describes scene when 
Josephine hears she is to be 
divorced, 423 ct scg. 

Bautzen, Battle of, 407 
Bavaria : 

Drake, English Minister to, an- 
nounces Napoleon’s forthcom- 
ing death, 315 

Napoleon crosses, on way to 
Austcrlitz, 340' 

— secures as un ally (in 1805), 
320 

Pitt’s cslhuale of forces available 
in, 320 

Bavaria, Elector of : 

Napoleon malccs Mm IfJug, 340 

— requests his daughter as wife 
of Eugene, 341 

— supports Imn during “ seculari- 
zations,” 287 

Outburst of, against Napoleon, 
340 

Unreliable as friend of France, 
433 

Baxter, Dr., at St, Helena, 531 
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Bayonne, Napoleon’s meeling with 
Spanish Iloyal ftiniily aL, SO-l 
et seq. 

Beanhaentiis, Eugdnc (Josephine’s 
sou) : 

Accompanies Napoleon to Egj’pl, 
217 

Distress of, at Napoleon’s reln- 
tiuiis with Pauline Fuur6s, 218 
Marriage of, 345, 34G 
Moscow, retreat from, his service 
in, 455 

Napoleon arranges his marriage, 
341 

— confides in him about Jose- 
phine, 217 

— regards, as his adopted son, 
234 

— thanks, in his will, 547 
Present at Napoleon’s divorce of 

Josephine, 425 

— when Napoleon forgives Jose- 
pliine’s inlldelity. 2114 

Beturns with Napoleon from 
^^gypti 232 

Viceroy of Italy, is appointed, 345 
Bcauharnais, Hortense (Josephine’s 
daughter) : 

Attends her mother at Fontaine- 
bleau after announcement of 
divorce, 42‘t 

at Mayence during Jena 

Campaign, 360 

Holland, becomes Queen of, 345 
Marriage to Louis Bonaparte, 
313, 430 

Napoleon and, after Waterloo, 
505 ; during Hundred Days, 
403, 404 

Napoleon thanks, in his will, 547 
Napoleon III, Mother of, 640 
Napoleon, her eldest son, death 
of, 302, 372 

Present at Napoleon’s divorce, 
425 

— when Napoleon forgives her 
Mother’s infidelity, 284 

Bcauharnais, Josephine, see Jose- 
phine. 

Beauharnais, Viscount of, 154, 155 
Bddoyire, La, General, execution 
of, 548 
Belgium : 

Ceded to House of Orange by 
Congress of Vienna, 483 
Fox’s views about French acquisi- 
tion of, 206 

Napoleon’s plans concerning, 484 


Belgium — continued 

Ports of, closed to English ships, 
.'!G4 

Pitt’s plans coueerning, 209 
llelkrophon, H.M.S. : 

Napoleon conies aboard the, 508 

— leaves the, 510, 511 
Napoleon’s good health on the, 

537 

No one allowed to approach, 500 
Opinion of crew of, about 
Napoleon, 512 

Picture of Napoleon on the, 24 
Prevents escape of Napoleon to 
America, SOG el seq. 

Sails to Torbay, 509 
Surrounded by small boats, .509 
Beresina, Kiver, the crossing of the, 
458 
Berlin : 

Alexander of Bussia visits (in 
1805), 332, 333 

Decrees issued from, by Napoleon, 
864, 305 

Napoleon enters, after Jena, SGI, 
302 

Napoleon’s proclamation to 
people of, 362 
BemadoLte, Marshal ; 

Alexander of Russia and, 453 
Hostility of, to Napoleon, 245 
Marriage to Desirdc Clory, 167 
Napoleon and, 157, 245, 420 
Sweden, Crown Prince of, 453 
— , King of, 157, 245 
Berry, Duke of, 317 
Berthier, Napoleon’s Chief of Staff : 
Deserts Napoleon (in 1814), 474 
Makes proposal of marriage for 
Napoleon in Vienna, 420 
Poor generalship of, 410 
WiUi Napoleon, 101, 218, 228, 
280, 8G1, 402, 420 
Bertrand, Count : 

Exhumation of Napoleon, pre- 
sent at, 553 

Funeral of Napoleon, present at, 
551 

Lord Liverpool and, 644 
Maitland, Sir F., and, SOG 
With Napoleon : 

— at St. Helena, 510, 680, 683, 
534, 587 

— on way to Elba, 478, 470, 480 

— on way to Rochefort, 505 , 
Visits of Dr. Stokoe to Long wood 

and, 638, 534, 587 
Bertrand, Madame, SSI 

2 o 
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Bei'lrand, irortcnsr, SS? 

Bertrand, Napoleon, SSI, 653 
Bismarck, rrince, 6-i9 
Bivclle, cliff of, 314 
“ Black Cardinals,” the, -131 
” Black Napoleon,” 2H6 
” Black Priuec,” 185 
Bluchcr, Marshal : 

At Waterloo, 498 
Defeated at Ligny, 497 
Desire of, to shoot Napoleon, 510, 
548 

Kriendship with Sir Hudson 
Cowe, 518 

WclUnglon prays for coming of, 
498 

Bologna, 175 
Bonaparte, Anna, 5 
Bonaparte, Anna Maria, 13, 18, 23 
Bonaparte Caroline : 

Ambitious character of, 1.33, 430 
Becomes Grand Duchess of Berg, 
341 

Early life of, 31, 74, 116, 198 
.Tosephiiic and, 312, 313 
Dove affairs of, 372 
Marriage of, to Mural, 312 
Marie Louise and, 430, 431 
Naples, Queen of, 398 
Napoleon thunks, in his will, 5-47 
Present at Napoleon’s divorce, 
425 

Bonaparte, Charles (Napoleon’s 
father) : 

Assessor to Court of Ajaccio, 18 

Character of, 15, 10 

Death of, 31, 32 

Doctor of Laws, 11 

Dying words of, 82 

Ei’cneh, relations with, 9, 15, 18 

Library of, 16 

Montpellier, proposed tombstone 
to, at, 20 

Napoleon’s relations to, 12, 31, 32 
— mention of, at his coronation, 
824 

Nobleman, a, 11, 18, 76, 437 
Faoli and, 6 

Sons conducted by, to France, 24 
Travels of, 10 

Versailles, visits to, 20, 21, 24 
Bonaparte, Charlotte (Lucien's 
daughter), 391, 308, 394 
Bonaparte, Eliza ; 

Bluestocking, a, 312 
Early life of, 28, 31, 42, 74, 106, 
116 

Greed of, 312 


Bonaparte, Eliza — ctmlinued 
Marriage of, 198 

Napoleon conducts her to Corsica 
from St. Cyr, during Revolu- 
tion, 10-4, 105, 100 
“ Bonaparte, General,” English title 
for Napoleon in captivity, 500, 
510, 610, .522, 537 
Bonaparte, Grandmamma, 8, 0, 13, 
21, 22, 30 

Bonaparte, .Teroinc : 

Birth, liis, 31, 49, 74 
Cimracter, 434, 430 
Commissioner with ffrench Army, 
124 

Devotion of ins wife, 340, 470, 
480 

Early life, 115, 1.53, 312 
Hundred Days, his attitude in, 
- 1.06 

Marriage, his, to Miss Paterson, 
341 

— , — , to Catherine of Wttrtcm- 
burg, 341 

N.apoleon thanks, in his will, 6-t7 
Present at N.apoloon’s divorce, 
425 

Westphalia, becomes King of, 
877, 370 

Bonaparte, Joseph : 

Ambassudur to the Popp, 198 
Ambition to be French Prince, 
320 

Amiens, treaty of, signed by, 
277 

Early life of, 5, 13, 14, 17, 21, 22, 
23, 25, 32, 48, 68, 74, 82, 80 
Enghicn, execution of Duke of, 
and, 321, 322 

England, rofuSies to acknowledge 
him n.s King' of Spain, 418 
Exile from Corsica, 121 
Family, his, 403 

Hundred Days, altitude to 
Napoleon in, 495 
Josephine and, 105, 177, 178, 217, 
218 

Luneville, treaty of, signed by 
him, 277 

Madrid, he is forced to flee from, 
400 

Malta, urges Napoleon to com- 
I promise on question of, 808 
Marie Louise, advises her to leave 
Paris, 478 

Marriage to Julie Clary, 136, 130 
Naples, becomes King of, 344, 
345, 390 
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Bonaparte, Joseph — continueil 
Napoleon leaves his best troops 
with, -liOO 

— thanks, in his will, 349 
Paoli and, 83, 83 et seq., 0(1, 08, 

90, 110, 112 et seq., 114, ItO, 
117 

Restoierl to throne of Spain by 
Napoleon, 407 
Uobespierres and, 130 
Rochefort, takes final leave of 
Napoleon at, 503, SOS 
Spain, becomes King of, 398 
“ Spaniard,” tries to become a, 
43 : 1 , 433 

Spanish Insurrection against, 300 
Terror, Hcign of, liis dislike of, 
132 

Vittoria, defeated at battle of, 
438 

Waterloo, Napoleon’s letter to 
iiiin after, 300 

Wellington drives him from 
Madrid, 448 

Bonaparte, Letitia (Napoleon’s 
Mother) ; 

Battlefield, present on a, 3 
Birth of Nuj^oieon, 3, 4 etseq, 
Bricnne, visits Napoleon at, 30 
Coronation of Napoleon, absent 
from, 323 

Courage of, 7, 116, 117 
£lba, visits Napoleon at, 482, 400 
Bnghien, execution of Duke of, 
and, 321 322 
Exile from Corsica, 121 
Frugality of, 13, 35 
Influence of, on her sons, 12, 13, 
13, 200 

Joscphuie and, 288, 313, 423 
Louis and, 484 
Luoien and, 313, 323 
Marriage of, 3 
Miser, colled a, 394 
Napoleon’s love of, 30, 49, 128, 
135, 153, 160, 108, 200 

— thanks to, in his will, 547 
Paoli, her admiration of, 0 

— his persecution of her, 115, 116 
Poverty of, 85, 40, 58, 74 

St. Helena, desires to join 
Napoleon at, 528, 524 
Slanders against, 282 
Bonaparte, Louis : 

Abandons his Kingdom, 430 
Ambitious to be a French Prince, 
820 

Biitii of, 23 


Bonaparte, Louis — continued 
“ Dutchman,” becomes a, 403 et 
seq. 

Exile from Corsica, 115 
George III and, 434 
Holland, becomes King of, 343, 
300 

Hostility of, to Napoleon, 430 
Hundred Days, altitude to 
Napoleon in, 405 
Josephine and, 423 
Marriage, his, 313, 430 
Napoleon’s anger against, 434 
et seq. 

— goodness to him, 31, 42, 80, 
87, 88, 128, 1.32, 434 

— pardon of, in his will, .347 
Napoleon III, fatlier of, 349 
Son, his eldest, dies, 332, 372 

Bonaparte, Lucieii : 

America, sails for, to escape 
Napoleon’s interferences with 
him, 493 
Birth, his, 18 

Briennc, a scholar at, 31, 46 
” Brutus,” eiJls himself, 135 
Cluirnotei of, 74, 86, 102 
Church, decision to enter tlic, 47 
Consul, First, presides over Par- 
liament winch creates Napo- 
leon, 405 

Daughter, his, goes to Paris, 301 
Displeased with Napoleon’s treat- 
ment of him, 312 
Divorce, refuses to obtain a, 300 
Engloiul, a prisoner in, 403 
ExUc from Corsica, 121 
Five Hundred, Council of the, 
elected President of, 233, 237 
Hundred Days, attitude to 
Napoleon in, 495 
Imprisoned as a Jacobin, 130 
Jacobin, a violent, 102, 110, 139 
Josephine and, 288 
Marriage, first, 185 ; second, 300 
Mother sides with him against 
Napoleon, 313, 325 
Napoleon meets, In Mantua, 390 

— obtains his release from prison, 
140 

— thanks, in his will, 547 
Orangery of St. Cloud, presides 

over meeting of Council of 
Five Hundred in, 246 
Orders troops to clear Parliament 
House, 249 

Paoli and, 80, 90, 08, 104,. 110, 
112 
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Bonaparte, Liicion — roniinued 
Portugal, Uironc of, offered In 
him, 300 

Presence of mind of, saves 
Napoleon during the Coup tV 
meat, air, 248, 2-10 
Rome, retires to, 32S 
St. Cloud, annomiccs the decision 
to transfer I’arliaincnt to, 241 
Superintendent of stores, 
appointed, 124 

Waterloo, advises Napoleon to 
proclaim himseif dictator after, 
!301 

Bonapnvle, Lueien (NapoleonV 
unele ; Arclidcacon of Ajaccio), 
8. 0, ai, 22, 31, 48, SO 
Bonaparte, Napolcone (Napolt>oii\<s 
eldest brother who died in 
infiiney), S 

Bonaparte, N.npoleon (eldo.sL son 
of Louis and Ilortcusc), 302, 
372 

Bonaparte, Pauline ! 

Harly life, 31, 48, 40, 74 
Elba, viails Napoleon at, 482, 400 
Exile from Corsica, ]1S 
Italy, goes to, to join Napoleon, 
108 

Josephine and, 425 
Marriage, her first, 108 
St, Helena, desires to join 
Napoleon at, 546 
San Domingo, goes to, 313 
Sympathy with Napoleon, 813 
Thanked hy Napoleon in his tyill, 
.■547 

Widowed in San Domingo, 333 
Bordeaux, 121 

Borodino, Battle of, 440, 448, 
465 

Napoleon’s health at, 687 
Boswell’s description of Paoli, 91 
Bou, Mademoiselle and her father, 
42 et seg., ir, 61,87, 100 
Boulogne : 

French Army intensively trained 
at, 880, 881 

ordered from, to the Rhine, 

381 

sent to, 311 

“ Boulogne Plotllla,” 331 
Bourbons, the ; 

Bnghien, Duke of, a prince of 
the house of Bourbon, 310, 817 
Fox on, 205 

French Bourbons, character of 
the, 48S 


Bourbons, the— con ff nurd 

Neapolitan Bourbons, character 
of the, 485 

Napoleon's outburst against the, 
318 

— threats against the, 818 

Restoration of, in 1814, 488 

Spanish Bourbons, the, 390, 309, 

48.5 

Times, the, on restoration of, 305 
Bourienne : 

Discusses with Napoleon Jose- 
phine’s infidelity, 217 

the plan of Marengo 

Cainpaigii, 250, 290 

Meets Napoleon in Paris (in 1 7!)3 ), 
101 

Napoleon makc.s a friend of, at 
Bricntio, 20 

Picsent with Napoleon at iillaek 
on Tuilcries by Paris mob. 103 

— with Napoleo'n on his Egyptian 
Campaign, 208 

Boys_, the llev. , 524 
Brazil, Portuguese Royal Family 
ilci's to, 387 

“ Briars, the,” at St. Helena, 614, 
524, 620, 588, 530 
Bricunc, Battle of, 47!i 
Brionno, Military School of, 20 et 
seq., 473 

Brienne, Viscount, 65, 07 
Brueys, Admiral, 208, 215, 310 
Brunswick, 320 
Brunswick, Duke of, 340 
Bunbury, Sir 11., 600, 611 
Byron, Lord, 300, 407 


C 

Cadiz, French navy in, 831 
Cadoudnl, Georges : 

Arrest of in Povis, 310 
English ship conveys, to Fraiioe, 
310, 328 

Execution of, 823 
Infernal machine and, 272, 314 
Napoleon demands his expulsion 
from London, 208 
Paris, comes secretly to, 334 
Pensioned by English Govern- 
ment, 284, 334 

Plots against Napoleon’s life, 
314 et seg., 817 
Cairo : 

French army comes in sight of^ 
213 
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Cairo — continued 
Napoleon enters, in trininph, 2 It 

— introduces reforms into, 215 

— orders military bands to play 
outside hospitals of, 201 

— quells revolts iii, 221, 22t 

— returns to, from Palestine, 221 
Napoleon’s inurdi to, across 

desert, 212 et aeq. 

Calais, 311 
Cambaedr^s : 

Advises Napoleon against arrest 
of Duke of iSnghicn, 310 
Announces to Napoleon his 
Creation as Emperor, 32<t 
Consul with Napoleon, 257 
Uivoroo of Napoleon and, .124 
Campbell, Sir Neil, 480 
Cunipo Pormio, Treaty of : 
Presented to IJirecLory, 201 
Signed by Napoleon, lUO 
Canning ; 

And Portugal, 387 
And Walcheren Expedition, 418 
Dispatch about Denmark sent 
by, 370 

Orders bombardment of Copen- 
hagen, 380 et seq, 

Canlillon, Lieut., Napoleon’s legacy 
to, after his attempt to assassi- 
nate Wellington, 5JS 
Capitcllo Tower, 11(1 
Caprara, Cardinal, 278 
Oapueiiics, Kue dcs, 1S2 
Carmel, Mount, 221 
Carnot ; 

Parras and, 180 
Danton and, 128 
Directorship conferred on, 167 
Polls from power, his, 138, 
103 

“ Go Slow,” his policy of, 130, 
133, 136, 136, 146, 150, 161, 
171, 188, 350 

Hundred Days, his support of 
Napoleon in, 406 
Kcllcrnuin, his desire to appoint, 
to command with Napoleon in 
Italy, 171, 172 
Napoleon and ; 

— advises Napoleon to assume 
dictatorship after Waterloo, 
601 

— interferes with Napoleon’s 
plans in Italy, 188, 188, 180 

— votes for Napoleon as Com- 
mander-ln-Chicf of Army of 
Italy, 167 


Carnot — continued 

UoljL'spierre and, 123, 128, 130, 
133, 137 

Iloyalists, his association with, 
180 

Terror, Reign of, and, 135 
War Minister, appointed, 124, 128 
Cartilage, 207 

Casa Bianca, Captain of the 
Orient, 216 

Costiglionc, Battle of, 255 
Cnstlcreagh, Lord : 

Duel with Canning, 418 
Lord Liverpool and, 516, 517 
Caterina (Napoleon’s Governess), 
13, 22, SI 

Catherine of Russia, Empress, 106 
Ciitlicrinc of Wtirtemburg : 
Betrothed to son of Elector of 
Baden, 341 

Li)ya,lty of, to her husband, 346 
Marriage to Jerome Bonaparte, 
346 

Napoleon arranges her marriage, 
341 

— meets, on way to Elba, 340, 470 

— thanks, in his will, 547 
Cesari, 75 

Ceylon, 277 

Champauberl, Battle of, 473 
Channel Islands, 272, 280 
Chantereine, Rue, Napoleon’s house 
in, 108, 283, 233, 234, 238 
Charlemagne, 841, 342 
Charles, Archduke of Austria ; 
Defends Alps against Napoleon, 
187, 188, 100 

Napoleon defeats, at Wagrum, 411 
Prevents Napoleon &om orossiug 
Danube at Essling, 410 
Proxy for Napoleon at his Mm-ri- 
uge to Marie Louise, 420 
Charles, Hippolyte, 217 
Charles IV of Spain : 

Abdication forced by his son, 380 
Brother of King of Naples, 300 
England and, 205 
Eninily troubles of, 388 et seq., 808 
Loubionn ceded by, to Napoleon, 
286 

Napoleon greets, as King, 800 

— invites, to Bayonne, 394 

— receives his crown as a gift, 
307 

— rewards, witli pension, 307 
Revolution, the French, and, 132, 

126, 181 

Sou Ferdlnimd, Ins, and, 306 
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Charles X of Franco, see Artois, 
Count of. 

Chaieau-Thieriy, Battle of, 473 
Chcrasco, Armistice of, 1 04 
Cherbourg, Napoleon’s body 
lauded at, 553 

Christ, the Lord .Tesus, 222, 223 
Civil War, the, in La Vcnd4e : 

George III and, 121 , 204, 272 

Napoleon and, 130, 257, 272 
Clary, Ddsirde : 

Marriage to Bernadotte, 157 

Napoleon falls in love will), 137, 
341, 453 

Sweden, heoomca Queen of, 157 
Clary, Julie : 

Marriage to Josepli Bonaparte, 
13.5, 180 

Napoleon thanks, in his will, 547 
Clergy, Estate of the, 00 et seq., 71 
Cobbett, attacks of, on Napoleon, 
281, 282 

Cobentzel, Count, 190 
Cockburn, Admiral Sir George : 

Custodian of Naijoloon on the 
Northumberland, 513 

Inspects Longwood with 
Napoleon, 514 

Relations with Napoleon. 618,510 

St. Helena, leaves, 521 
Code Napoleon, the, 279 
Colgnet, on Napoleon’s going to 
Elba, 477 

Colbert, “ Father of French Navy,” 
54 

Colombier, Caroline, and her mothci-, 
44 el seq. 

Committee of Public Safety, 123 
Commons, Estate of, their struggle 
with Louis XVI, 07, 08, 71, 74 
et seq., 70 
Como, Lake, 180 

Compi^gne, Napoleon and Marie 
Louise at, 431 

Concord, Place de la, 237, 326 
Concordat, the, .we Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Cond^, the Great, 54 

— , Prince of (Father of Duke of 
Enghicn), 317 

Conqueror, I-f .M.S., .52.1, .520, 533, 637 
Constant, 438 

Coustnnlinoplc, 220, 221, 403 
Consulate : 

Condition of Frtuicc before, 263 

Napoleon elected First Consul, 
267 

Consul for life, 385, 280 


Consuls, 230, 2.57 

Continental Blockade, tlie, 385, 
435, 441 

Continental System, the, 385, 440, 
441 

Copenhagen : 

Battle of, won by Nelson, 372 
Bombardment of, by English 
Fleet, 380, 381, 384, 387, 397, 
435, 441 
Corfu, 880, 835 
Cornet, 238 

Coronation of Napoleon, 150, 230, 
324 el .leq.. 328, 330 
Corsica : 

Birth and early life of Napoleon 
ill, 1 et seq. 

French Revolution and, 74 el 
seq., 70 

French ihil to make attack on, 
130 

George III and, 117, 130, 230 
Lucien Bonaparte elected Mem- 
ber of French Parliament for, 
108 

Paoli the hero of, 12, 18, 30, 35, 
60, 80 

Retaken from English by French, 
182, 187, 205 

Storms drive Napoleon to, on 
way home from EgyiA, 230, 231 
Corsican : 

Militia, 75 

Nobles, 11, 18, 76, 70 
Hangers, commanded by Sir 
Hudson Lowe, 518 
Refugees in Northern Italy, 182, 
187 

Tradition, Napoleon adheres to, 
108 

Volunteers : 

— Ajaccio riot and, 00, 97 
— French Revolution and, 100, 
112 

— Napoleon commands, 00, 107 
— Paoli and, 107, 112, 161 
— Sardinian Expedition and, 100 
Corunna, Sir John Moore’s Retreat 
to, 407, 408 

Corvoisart, Dr., 420, 424 
CuHsiieks, tlie, 458, 400 — - 
Coxe’s Life of MarUmough, 
Naijolcon presents to 20th 
Regiment, 540 
Crimean War, 480 
Cromwell, Oliver, 50, 00, 108 
Crusaders, 221 
Czartoryski, 849 
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Damauhour, 2X8 
Damascus, 221, 222 
D’Anglas, Boissy, 137, 142 
Danlon ; 

“ Bloody Mirabcau ” called the, 
105 

Camot aud, 123, 120, 130 
Decline of bis power, 1 28 
Domination of, 124 
Execulioii of, 130, 183 
Forms Committee of Public 
Safety, 128 el seq. 

Girondists and, 122, 123, 137 
icings and, lOS, lOfl, 12!) 

Louis XVI brought to Lriai by, 
122 

Minister of Justice, 105 
Napoleon’s arrest of Duke of 
Engliien suggests methods of, 
310 

“ New Danlon ” called for, 228 
llobcspicrre and, 128 
September Massacres and, 105, 
187, 193 

Terror, Reign of, begins after bhi 
dcatii, 130 

Danube, Rivei', 410, 411 
Dardanelles, the, 209 
Davoust, Marshal : 

Advises Napoleon to become 
dictator after Waterloo, 501 
Napoleon entrusts, with rear- 
guard in retreat from Moscow, 
455 

Victor of Auerstadt, 801 
Dego, Battle of, 103, 105 
Denmark : 

“ Armed Neutrality League ” 
and, 271 

Coi)cnhagcn bombarded by Eng- 
lish Fleet, 380, 381 
England and, 804, 378, 397, 435 
Fleet destroyed by Nelson, 272 
— seized by English, 881, 397 
France and, *140 

Tilsit, Treaty of, and, 877, 379, 
380 

Denmark mid Prussia, War be- 
tween, 480 

Denmark, I'rinee Royal of, 380 
Desaix, General, at Marengo, 203 
Dijon, 200, 201 
Directory, tlie i 

Carnot expelled from, 198 
Composition of, at end of Napo- 


Direclory, the — continued 

leon’s Egyptian Campaign, 228, 
220 

Decrees festival in Napoleon’s 
honour, 200 

Dissipated character of members 
of, 100 
Fall of, 243 
Formation of, 157 
Intcrfercnecs of, with Napoleon, 
100 el scq., 188 
Members, its llrsl, 157 
Napoleon refuses to assail, 203 
Opposes Napoleon’s Egyptian 
Campaign, 200 

Quarrels of Members of, 180, 103, 
220,227 

Sicybs’ plan for ending, 236 
Divorce, Napoleon’s, 423, 434, 425 
Donai, 40 

Drake, British Minister at Court of 
Bavaria, 315 
— , Sir Francis, 300 
Dresden : 

Napoleon’s reception at, before 
Russian Campaign, 440 
Napoleon returns to, after Rus- 
sian Campaign, 400, 401 
Dresden, Battle of, 409, 472 
Dnbro, Dr., 438 

Ducos, Roger, 220, 285, 230, 242, 
240, 267 

Dumouricz, General, 121 
Dunkirk, 204, 205, 811 
Duroc, Marshal, 301, 800, 420 


E 

Eokmuhl, Battle of, 410 
Edinburgh, Count of Artois in, 283 
Edinburgh Iteviem, the, 381, 581 
Educational System of France, 280, 
848 

Edward VII, King, Preface, 488 
Egypt: 

England and, 205, 276, 277, 203 

France and, 206 

Napoleon attempts to prevent 
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Coalition Government, 350 
Discounts Col. Sebastiani’s re- 
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Haugwitz ! 

Accepts Hanover from Napoleon 
on behalf of Prussia, 343, 344 
Goes to Paris, 3+8 
Hebert, “ the drowner,” 129, 131, 
133 

Henriot, 132 
Hesse, 820 

Uiatory of Coraica, Napoleon’s, 40, 
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Joseph iuc, the Empress : 
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810 

Trial of, 122, 131 
Tricolour euckadc, he wears, 71 
Tuileries, he is attacked in, 101, 
103 

Varcmies, his llight to, 92 cl aeq. 
■Women, march of the, and, 77 
cl aeq. 

“ Louis XVII,” 121, 140, 147 
Louis XVIII : 

Cadoudal, Georges, and, 317 
Charles X succeeds, 480 
England and, 250, 815 
Exile, an, 140, 174 
France and, 255, 549 
Napoleon and, 105, 264, 402, 510 
Ney, Marshal, executed by, 510, 
548 

Restorations of, 254, 474, 483, 
500 

Louis Philippe, 540, 553, 554 
Louis Philippe, the, 658 
Louisiana, 285, 208, 804, 811 
Louvre, tlie, 431 
Lowe, Sir Hudson : 

Arrival of, at St. Helena, 616, 518 
Balcombes, the, and, 520, 680 
Character of, 518, 520, 527, 541, 
640 

Funeral of Napoleon, he attends, 
561 

History of, 518 

Las Cases, Count, and, 522 


Lowe, Sir Hudson — continued 
Napoleon and, 520, 621, 523, 
626, 837, 544, 545, 540, 647 
O’Meara, Dr., and, 625, 580, 532 
Plampin, Admiral, and, 524 
Stokoe, Dr., and, 532, 538, 580 
Lowe, Lady, 627 
Lucchesini, 350 

Luneville, Treaty of, 269, 277, 287, 
205 

Lutzen, Battle of, 407 
Luxembourg, Palace of the, 200, 
235, 241, 258 

Lyons, 40, 52, 83, 00, 121, 120, 159, 
283, 322, 478, 47i). 491 


M 

Mack, General, 082 
Madrid : 

Joseph Bonaparte and, 898, 400, 
448 

Murat and, 880 

Napoleon at, 400 el aeq. 
Mahomet, 211 

Maitland, Sir F. (of the Bellerophon) s 

Napoleon and, 600, 608, 600, 610, 
511, 612, 637 

O’Meara, Dr,, and, 510 
Malcolm, Sir Fulteney (at St. 
Helena), 515, 621, 624, 627, 
630 

Malniaison : 

Josephine receives allied Sove- 
reigns at, 470 

— retires to, after her divorce, 
425 

Napoleon at, during trial of Duke 
of Eiighlen, 320 el aeq. 

— quits, for ever, BOS 

— returns to, otter Waterloo, 602 

— visits, during Hundred Days, 
498, 404 

Savary brings news of execution 
of Duke of Enghien to, 822 
Malta: 

Alexander of Russia and, 274 

England and, 277, 291, 208, 294, 
290, 208, 299, 802, 306, 880, 
886, 488 

Napoleon and, 206, 208, 277, 200 
et aeq., 800, 807, 330 

Paul, Emperor of Russia, and, 
270 

Talleyrand and, 800 
Malta Fever, Napoleon’s attacks 
of, 01, 02, 630, 637, 643 
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Mfilla, KnighLs of, 208, 200, 270, 
274, 277 

Mamelukes, the, 209, 211, 21-1., 221. 
22-X, 208 

Mantua, 170, 180, 18.'5, 187 
Marat, 120 

Marbouf, Count, 10, 21, 282 
Marehand (Napoleon’s valcl), 547 
Marengo, Baltic of, 200, 202, 203, 
204, 337, 37.5, 427, 472, 490 
hloTcngo, the cloulc of, 203, 5,51, 
552 

Marie Anloniclte : 

Artois, Count of, and, 283 
Austria, Kinperor of, unci, 94 
Court, her, 24, 62 
“ Diamond Necklace and,” 52 
Dxeeulioii of, 133 
Kxtravugnnce of, 52 
Fifneli, the, their hatred of her, 
52, 00 

Lafayette and, 77 
Mario Louise her niece, 427 
Mirabcau and, 02 
Naples, Queen of, and, 108 
Paris, she comes to live in, 78 
Uevolution, her hatred of the, 
77 

St. Cloud, she builds, 280, 237 
Son, her, 140 

Temple, imprisoned in, 310 
Yarennes, flight to, 93 
■Women, march of the, and, 78 
Marie Louise : 

Character of, 427 
Dislike of Napoleon, her early, 
428 

Elba, does not accompany 
Napoleon to, 481 
Happiness, her, with Napoleon, 
432, 488 

.Journey, her, to Franco, 430 
Marriage, her, 420 
Napoleon and, 427, 430, 431, 444, 
445, 440, 454, 408, 401, 400, 
478, 481, 485, 404, 495, 511, 
512 

I'arma, becomes Duchess of, 488 
Regent of France, 405 
St. Helena, her porlmil at, 510 
Son, her, birth of, 4.38 
— , , she leaves Paris with, 473 

Mormont, Marshal, 134, 152, 474, 
647 

Marne, Battles of tlie, 472 
Marseilles : 

Mirabeau’s political campaign 
in, 63 et seg. 


Marseilles — continued 
Napoleon visits his mother in, 
128, 1.58, 100 

Royalist sympathies of, 121, 126 
Mussena, Marshal, 101 
Maj’cncc, 358, 407, 470 
hlecldcnburg, 320 

Alcditcrrancan Sea, 205, 208, 200, 
220 228, 306, 307, 380, 38-1. 
et seg., 440 

Melus, Oeucral, 200, 202, 203, 
26-4 

Meneval, Count, 818, 30-1., 425, 420, 
d,ar 444 482 

Mcnou, bcncTul, 148, 140, 153 
Melternich, 400, -110, 438, -447 
Milan, 100, 104, 109, 170, 172, 17-1., 
178, 170, 183, 184, 180, 203, 
210, 202, 204. 205 
Millcslmo, Battle uf, 108 
Miriibetiu, Count ; 

Duntou likened to, 105 
Death of, 02 

Louis XVI and, 08, 92, 2.30 
Marseilles, his campaign in, 04 
Napoleon and, 75, 81 
Paoli uud, 70, 83 
People, the French, worsliip 
hmi, 03, 73 

Ponte Nuovo, at Battle of, 85 
Moltke, .540 

Mondovi, Battle of, 103, 105 
Moniteur, tire, 208 
Montchenn, Marquis of (at St. 
Helena), 621, 523, ,530, 541, 
644 

Montebello, Battle of, 202 
Montenotte, Buttle of, 102, 105, 
420 

Montholon, Count, 619, 525, 620, 
529, 530, 641, 544, 546, 548, 
649, 651 

Montholon, Madame, 630, 5.14 
Montmartre, 800 
Montniirail, Battle of, 473 
Montpellier (Napoleon’s father dies 
at), 20, 82 
Moore, Mr., 288 
Moore, Sir John, 407, 408 
Moreau, General, 250, 209, 816, 310, 
820, 828 

Moscow, 447, 448, 449, 450, 451, 
462, 463, 454 

Moscow, retreat from, 45.3 et seg. 
Moses, 221 

Mosque, the Great, in Cairo, 214 
Moulins, the Director, 228, 236, 
241, 243 
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“ Mountain, the,” 123 (see “ Jaco- 
bins ”). 

Muyuiliau, Sir Berkeley, 543 
Muiron, Colonel, 622 
Mulgrave, Lord, 320 
Munich, 345 
Munroc, Mr., 311 
Munroc Doctrine, 311 
Mural, Joachim : 

Ajaccio, visits, with Napoleon, 
230 

Berg, Grand Duke of, created, 341 

Cah-n, his heliuviom' on march to, 
213 

Knghicu, Duke of, and, 821 

Five Hundred, Council of, and, 
247 

Marriage to Caroline Bonaparte, 
312, 321 

Madrid, at, 880, 305 

Naples, King of, crcaled, 308 

Napolcou and, 228, 425, 438, 430, 
459 

Paris, Governor of, 321 

Russian Campaign, his part in, 
458, ISO 


N 

Napier, on Napoleon’s genius in 
tlie Wagram Campaign, 410 
Naples, 200, 320, 380, 344, 345, 308 
Naples, King of: 

Bourbon, a, 1G8, 175 
Dethroned, 844 
England and, 380, 381 
France and, 250, 204 
Napoleon and, 172, 174, 175, 181, 
180, 187, 203, 200, 380, 331 
Recovers his losses during Napo- 
leon’s Egyptian Campaign, 327 
Spain, brother of King of, 300 
Toulon, bums French sliips in, 
172 

Naples, Queen Caroline of : 
Dethroned by Napoleon, 344, 42? 
Her rule, 345 

Sister of Marie Antoinette, 168 
Napoleon ; 

[Note : for battles, sieges, 
treaties, political events, and 
administrative measures, etc,, 
see under their respective head- 
ings.} 

Abdication of, bis first, 475 ; 

second, 501, 505 
Administirulor, as a, 348 


Napoleon — conlimicd 

Adversity, cfl'ctit of, on, 458, 460, 
400, 471, 1.72, 474 
Ambition not hi.s guiding idea, 
856, 441, 403, 404 
Astronomy, lie studies, 102 
Authorship, his desire for, 43, 48, 
51 et seg,, 56, 88 
Baptism, his, 13 
Buttles, the number of his, 487 
Bed, his, burned for firewood, 621 
Beetroot sugar, iiis share in dis- 
covery of, 443 

liellerophon, tlie, he goes aboard, 
508 et seg. 

Bicarbonate of Soda, his share 
in discovery of a new process 
of making, 443 
Birth, his, 3, 4 

Birthday celebrated on the 
NoTthumberland, 513 
Bled by Dr. Stokoe, 538 
Blind Man’s Buff, he plays, 514 
Books, his, 43, 49 
Brothers, his, disappoint him, 
484 et seg,, 480 
Characler, his : 

— as a boy, 26, 28, 20 

— as Emperor, 480 

— as a prisoner, 611 

“ Charlemagne, the new,” culled, 
841, 342 

Chicory, his share in discovery 
of, 443 

Childhood, his, 8 et seg. 

Chivalry, his, 185, 187, 207, 368, 
882, 480 

Christ, the Lord Jesus, his con- 
fession of, 222 

Civil War, Ills determination to 
avoid, .501 
Cleanliness, bis, 15 
Code Napoleon, his, 270 
ColBn, his, nameless, 551 
Conqueror, rd/e of, forced on him, 
365 et seg., 301 
*• Corsican Ogre,” called, 807 
Corsican patriot, a, 48, 50, 06, 
182, 183, 280 

Courage, his, IGO, 183, 210, 212, 
216, 228, 370, 450, 468, 400 
Comdesy of, 608, 511 
“ Cruel act of, the only,” 221 
Dancing lessons, he takes, 44, 45, 
480, 431 

Death, his desire for, 644, 650 
Defeat, his behaviour in, ' 455, 
458, 470, 471, 474, 475 
2 P 
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Napoleon — continued 

Descriptions written by liiin oC : 

— events of June 20, 1793, 101 

— fall of French Monarchy, 103 
el seq. 

— Ihiris in 1792, 100 
Devotion of his soldiers to, 170 
Divoi’ce, his, 403, 417, 418, 433 
et seq,, 425 

Kducationai system of, 280 
Elba : 

— Emperor of, liis creation as, 
476 

— joui'ncy to, his, 479, 480, 481 

— return from, 400 et seq, 

— stay at, 481 et seq. 

Emperor, title of, refused to him 

by Great Britain, 519, 621, 
537, 544, 551 

Endurance, physical, of, 408, 450 
Enghlcn, Duke of, and, 322, 323, 
408 

England and : 

— admiration, his, of soldiers of, 
250 

— does not wish to live in, 500 

— early love of, 10 
English Press on, 281 el seq. 
Escapes IToni death, his, 271, 

272, 400 

Exconimuiiioalions, his, 391, 306, 
410 

Exhumation, his, 663 
FaithEhlness to the ncvolutionury 
Ideal, his, 404, 405, 400, 474, 
475, 628, 640 
Father, as a, 438 et seq, 

— , his relations to his, 12, 13, 
10, 17, 21, 24 

Family, his, 86, 87, 140, 100, 198, 
312, 313, 433, 434, 437 
Flogging abolishcfl by, 266, 480 
Foster-mother, his, 0, 230 
Fi-ench language and : 

— ability to speak causes him to 
forget his moUier tongue, 49 

— inability to speak on lirat 
rcttchiug 1*1:01)06, 23, 24, 27 

Frugality of, 17, 48, 01 el seq,, 140 
Funerals, his ; 

— first, 351, 662 ; second, 568, 
654 

Gloominess of, before Russian 
Campaign, 444, 446 
Goethe, Ids meeting with, 404, 
405 

(Soverncss, his, 13 

Grave, his, at St. Helena, 552 


Napoleon — coniin ued 

Hardships, his courting of, 371, 
487 

Health, his, at St. Helena, 531, 
533, 637, 641 

Heir, his desire for an, 403 
Hot weather, cEcet of, on him, 
537 

House in Paris, his, 198 
Humour, his, 364 
Illness, his last, 535 el seq,, 543, 
544, 545, 548, 540 
Industry, French, and, 285 
Jenner, Dr., and, 487 
Josephine and, see under “ Jose- 
pliino.” 

Kindness, his, 45, 216, 256, 268, 
363, 410, 431, 432, 438, 451, 
486, 509, 526 

Kingship, his, nature of, 488 
Laimes, his love of, 410 
Looting, he punishes, 103, 173 
Love ulluirs, his ; 

Caroline Colornbier, 44 cl seq, 
Ddsir^c Clary, 187, 141 
Italy, affair in, 136 
Josephine, 155 et seq, 

Mario Louise, 430 el seq, 

Marie Walcwskl, 307 cl seq. 
Pauline Four6s, 218 
Lowe, Sir Hudson, and (see also 
under Lowe, Sir H.), 530, 540 
Lying-in-State, his, 551 
Malta Fever, his attacks of, 01, 
02, 636, 537, 543 
“Man, The," called by French 
Peasantry, 258 

Marriage, his first, 156, 157 ; 

second, 417, 420, 431 
Matchmaker, as a, 341, 345, 346, 
847 

Mathematician, a brilliant, 62 
Medicine, his interest in, 488 
Middle-class, his attitude, 35 
Mind, his, overclouded before 
death, 545, 648 

Mobs, his hatred of, 03, 69, 72, 
101, 242 

Mother, his relations to his, 12, 
18, 15, 80, 36, 40, 158, 108, 
313 

“ Nopoleon,” he uses name of, 
instead of Bonaparte, 280 
Newspapers and, 201 
Northumberland, he boards the, 
513 

Opposition of his brothel's and 
sisters to, 483 et seq. 
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Napoleon — continued 
Oppressor, rdte of, forced on him, 
441 

Order, hia love of, 193, 104 
Organising power of, shown after 
Russian Campaign, 462 
Outbursts of anger of, 100, 305, 
317, 343, 403, 520 
Paoli, his love of, 12, 18, 80, 85, 
83, 84, 85, 80, 88, 00, 08, 
110 , 111 

Policy of, in Europe, 484 
Poor, his sympathy with the, 422, 
443, 486 
Popularity of : 

— with British sailors, 512 

— with hia soldiers, 885, 476, 477, 
401, 400 

— with the French, 232, 257, 258, 
285, 402, 441, 442, 498 

' — with the Italians, 205, 286 
Poverty of, 27, 101, 117 
Presence of mhid of, 100 
Prince Regent, his letter to the, 
507 

Ranks in French Army, his : 

— 2nd Lieut., 41 

— Ist Lieut., 00 I 

(Lieut.-Col. Corsican Volunteers, 
06) 

— Capt., 102 

— Capt.-Commondant, 121 
— Brig.-General, 128 
(Removed from Active List, 144) 
(Restored to Active List, 152) 

— General of Division, 152 
— General-in-Chief Army of In- 
terior, 162 

— General-in-Chief in Italy, 167 
Religion, his, 486, 547 
Religious toleration, his, 211, 
267, 277 

Restrictions imposed on him at 
St. Helena, 515, 620, 628 
Revolution, the French, a mis- 
sionary of, to Europe, 841, 468 
Revolutionary tendencies, his, 89, 
72, 76, 80, 80, 04, 108, 100, 
110, 180, 101, 258, 280 
Schools, his : 

— Bri'enne, 26 et seq. 

— mrls’, at Ajaccio, 18_, 14 

— Jesuit College at Ajaccio, 14, 
15 

— Military College at Paris, 38 
et seq. 

Science, his love of, 102, 202, 207, 
215, 443, 487 


Napoleon — continued 
Servants, his politeness to, 486, 
512 

Silver-plate, his, sold at St. 

Helena, 521 
Simplicity of, 446 
SinglemindednesB of, 400 
Slave trade, hatred of, 486 
“ Sleeps on battleheld ” of 
Marengo, 203 
Social life, and, 148 
Soldier, his genius as a, 416 
Son, his : 

— birth of, 438, 430 

— his love of, Mi, 446, 446, 448, 
473, 405, 511, 512 

Suicide, story of his attempted, 
475 

— thoughts about, 140, 141 
Sword, his, not demanded by 

British, 518 

Temper, his command of his, 511 
Title of Prince refused by, 281 
Tomb of, in Paris, 564 
Travelling carriage of, 402, 406, 
400, 421, 446 
Tyrrany of, resented, 421 
Uncompromising nature of, 408, 
640 

War, he speaks of the art of, 204 
Waterloo, Battle of, and ; 

— his attitude duriim, 498 

— his confidence bemre, 497 

— his renunciation otter, 501, 
502, 505 

Weeps : 

— at destruction of his army in 
Russia, 457 

I — at old woman’s abuse on way 
to Elba, 480 

— at story of Josepliinc's death, 
404 

Wheat, permits export of, to 
England, 442 

Will, his, 828, 494, 405, 647 el 
seq. 

Women, views about, bis, 56, 67, 
88, 802 

Work, his, at St. Helena, 528, 
630 

Wounded, his care of, 364, 871, 
466, 470, 487, 407 
Wounds, received by, 127, 416 
" Napoleon II,” see “ Rome, ICing 
of.” 

Napoleon III, 549 
“ Napoleon Valley ” at St. Helena, 
661, 663 
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Nationalism, 030, 421, 4-11, 400 
“ Natuml Ii’routiere ” of France, 
201 , 280, 435, 403, 404, 470, 483 
Nuvy, the Danish, 272, 381 
— , the English, 18, 175, 181, 214 
ct seq., 222, 225, 239, 272, 311, 
330, 335, 380, 381 
— , the Freiicli, 130, 208 el seq., 214 
et seq,, 331, 335 
— , the Spanish, 331, 335 
NiiKaruth, 222, 223 
Ncckcr, 07, 70, 71 
Nelson, Lord : 

Attempts to prevent the sailing 
of Napoleon’s Egyptian I£si>c- 
dilion, 209 

Copcnliagcn, wins battle of, 272 
Death of, 335 

French navy shirks encounter 
with, 331 

Hamilton, Lady, and, 210 
Nile, wins battle of, 214, 215, 225 
Trafalgar, wins battle of, 335 
Ncy, Marshal : 

Bautzen, Battle of, his caution 
at, 408 

Bcrcsina, the crossing of the, his 
heroism during, 450 
Execution of, 610, 548 
Napoleon and, 491 
Quatre Bras, lights hattlc of, 407 
Swiss Civil War and, 288 
Nicaise, Rue, 271 
Nice, 128, 167, 101 
Nioholls, Captain, 630, 540 
Niemen River : 

Napoleon crosses, to invade Rus- 
sia, 447 

— meets Alexander of Russia on 
a raft on, 375 el seq. 

Niepperg, Coxutt, 481, 482, 405 

Nile, the, 212, 215 

Nile, Battle of the, 214 el seq. 

North Sea, 440 
Norlkuviberlmid, the, 510, 513 
Norway, 483 

NOlre Dame, Cathedral of, 277, 278, 
324 ei seq. 


O 

(MU~de-B(BtiJ‘, the, 78 
Uid Pretender, tlic, 325 
O’Meara, Dr. : 

Arrest of, 682 

Bathurst, Lord, and, 531, 532 
Character of, 510 


O'Mcaia, i)r . — cotiliniicd 
Dismissed the service, 533 
Fate of, a warning to others, 540 
Lowe, Sir Hudson and, 525, 530, 
533 

Napoleon, and, 510, 510, 530, 531, 
533 

Stokoc, Dr., and, 525 
Orange, House of, 203, 483 
Orezza, in Corsica, 82, 83, 85, 8C 
Orgon, 480 
Orient, the, 208, 215 
Ossian, Poems of, 40, 201 
Oslcnd, 311 
Otto, M,, 270, 277 
Oubril, 350, 851, 353, 354 


P 

Palestine, 220. 221, 221 
Paoli, Pascal : 

Arrest, oriler i.ssued lor his. 111) 
Bonapurtes, llie, ami, 08, J 12, 113 
Bonaparte’s house sucked by, 
115, 110 

Corsica, lie is ruler of, 0, 80 
— , ho makes it over to England, 
117 

England and, 9, DO, 108, 110, 112, 
130, 182, 230 
Exile, an, 0, 1 82, 230 
Letitia Bonaparte and, 80, 08 
Lucicn Bonaparte and, 80, 08, 112 
Napoleon and, 84, 85, 88, 07, 08, 
107, 108, 113, 101, 180 
Napoleon defends. 111 
Napoleon’s love of, 12, 18, 30, 35, 
50, 203 

Ponte Nuovo, Battle of, and, 85 
Revolution, the French, and, 70, 
82, 83, 110 
Saliecli and, 1 10 
Paris : 

Bastilc taken in, 70, 71 
Cadoudal Georges’ plot in, 314 
et seq. 

Danton and, 122, 130 
Uirceto^, the, tuid, 203 
England^ peace with, and, 275 
Fall of, in 1814, 473 
Hundred Days, and, 408, 400, 
501, 502 

Infernal machine, the, and, 271 
Josephine and, 210 
Louis XVI and, 71, 78, 02, 101, 
108, 10(5, 110, 122, 123 
Louis XVIH and, 601, 500 
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Paris — eonlinwd 

Milit iiry School of, :)-(>, 3S 
Alural, Governor of, JJUl 
Niipolcon ami, 105, 187, 188, 100, 
107, 108, 382, 238, 235, 212, 258, 
201, 820, 408, 401, 471, 408 
Napoleon in, 88, 58, 100, 101, 
103, 137, 157, 158 
Napoleon’s desire to be buried 
in, 547 
Puoli and, 83 

Parliament attacked in, 137 
Popular ferment in, before Uic 
Ilcvolution, 54, 70 
Robespierre and, 182, 133 
Russian Campaign, effect of, on, 
447 

“ Terror, llie Little,” and, 103 
et scq. 

“ Terror, the Reign of,” and, 131 
Women, the march of the, from, 
to Versailles, 70 
Parliament, the Prench : 

IT/iis title includes the 
” Estates, the National Assembly, 
the Convention, etc.”] 

08 et seq,, 74 el seq,, 79, 88, 94, 
110, 122 et seq., 133, 132, 187, 
148 et seq., ISO et seq., 152, 236 
et seq., 601, 602 
Parma, 107, 483 
Paterson, Miss, 341 
Paul, Rmperor of Russia : 
Assassination of, 273 
Called “ mad,” 270, 307, 485 
English “Right of Search” 
denied by, 270, 271 
Hostility of, to Francis of Aus- 
tria, 270 ; to George III, 270 
Malta, Knights of, and, 270 
Murderers of, remain unpunished 
by his sun Alexander, 823 
Result of his dcatli on English 
policy, 278, el .seq., 281 
Wheat, he forbids ttic export of, 
to England and causes famine, 
271, 272, 278, 304, 370 
Pavia, Napoleon gives it over to 
pillage, 173, 174 

Peers, estate of (at the States 
Genci'al at Versailles), 07 
Pennons, the, Napoleon’s friends in 
Paris, 80, 40, 138 

Petit, General, Napoleon embraces, 
before going to Elba, 470 
“ Petit THomphe,” 848 
Pctrault, Father, teaclier at Brionue, 
*>0 


Philippevillc, Napoleon reaches, 
after Walerloo, 500 
Pichegru, General : 

Arrested in Paris, 310, 320, 323 
Cadomlal, Georges, his associa- 
Liun with, 315 et seq. 

Sells himself to the enemies of the 
French Republic, 816 
Secret return of, to Paris, 3 10 
tiuicide of, in prison, 323 
Teacher at Qricnne, 20 
Piedmont : 

[■See also Sardinia ; the Kir)H 
of Sardinia was also King o/ 
Piedmont.] 

Alexander of Russia objects to 
annexation of, by Napoleon, 
274 

Army of, defeated by Napoleon, 
103 

England and, 260, 280 
Fortresses of, handed over to 
Napoleon, 164 
Fox on annexation of, 205 
Grenville on annexation of, 203 
Napoleon annexes, to Franco, 
280 

— discusses annexation of, 300 
Pitt, William : 

Death of, 360 

EEorts of, to create a Coalition 
against Napoleon after rupture 
of Pence of Amiens, 811 
Estimate, his, of forces of Coali- 
tion of 1805, 320, 330 
Execution of Dulce of Enghien 
and, 828 

Pox criticises policy of, 204 et .seq. 
Genoa, advises King of Sardinia 
to annex, 269, 320 
Hanover and, 333 
Holland offered by, to Frederick 
William of Prussia, 333, 334 
Louis XVIII, desires restoration 
of, 200 

Napoleon uses his plan against 
him, 840 

Payments, his, to foreign powers 
to oppose Napoleon, 830 
Plan, Ills, for the subjugation of 
F'rance, 208, 200, 488 
Prime Minister of England, be- 
comes, oftcr Tuptm'e of Peace 
of Amiens, 311 

Resigns Premiership before Peace 
of Amiens, 272, 278 
Placentia, Napoleon crosses the 
Po at, 100 
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Plague, Buliunic, Napoleon'K army 
infcelcd by, in Palestine, 221 ' 
Planipiii, AdiiiimI at SI, lieluua : 
Arrival of, creates a scandal, 
524 

Lives at “ The Briars,” 624 
Napoleon and, 527 
Napoleon’s opinion of, 624 
Stokoe, Dr., and, 584, 537, 638, 
639 

Plantation House, St. Helena, 617 
Plombidi'cs, Josephine takes 'waters 
at, 416 

Plymouth, Napoleon at, 600 
Po, Uiver, 1G9, 202 
Poland : 

Alexander of Russia objects to 
restoration of, 446 
Contributes soldiers to Napo- 
leon’s army of invasion of 
Russia, 440 

Grand Army lost in snows of, 400 

recalled from, owing to 

Spanish Insurrection, 400 
Napoleon honoured in, 807 
Napoleon’s campaign in, begins, 
300 

— promises to, after Russian 
Campaign, 400 

— views about restoration of, 
307, 374, 877, 484 

Partition of, 807, 374, 446 
Proclamation about, before 
Waterloo Campaign, 400 
Vienna, Congress o^ decides fate 
of, 488, 484 

Polignac, the brothers de, 810, 323 
Ponwcoulant, oflioer in charge of 
military operations under the 
Directory (Napoleon’s dealings 
with), 140, 141, 348 
Ponte Nuovo, the battlcfleld of, 
visited by Paoli and Napoleon, 
86 

Pope, the : 

Austria and, 172, 174, 187 
A'vignon, a prisoner in, 480 
Camilla Ilari presented to, 230, 
824 

Concordat with Napoleon, 267 
Divorce, Napoleon’s, and, 431 
England and, 884 
Excommunicates Napoleon, 801, 
805, 419 

Fontainebleau, a prisoner in, 474 
George III and, 307 
Joseph Bonaparte, ambassador 
to, 198 


Pope, the — contiiiiial 
Napoleon and : 

— concordat, 207, 278 

— coronation of Napoleon, 324 
el mi; 328 

— Italian Campaign, 176, 177, 
179, 381, 180, 187, 193, 203 

— quarrels between, ,384, 389, 
801, 306, 306, 419 

— prisoner of Napoleon, 419, 442, 
474, 480 

Revolution, the French, and, 172, 
175, 250 

Temporal power of, 108, 227, 290, 
301, 806, 484 

Vienna, Congress of, and, 484 
Portugal : 

England at the mercy of, 435 
English army lands in, 388 

— interest in, 887 et aeg. 

Junot conquers, for Napoleon, 

387, 896, 440 

Moore, Sir John, driven by 
Napoleon through, 407, 408 
Napoleon and, 386, 387 
Revolution, the French, and, 259 
Royal family of, sail for America, 
387 

Spain assists Napoleon against, 
888 

Soldiers from, in Napoleon's 
Russian army, 446 
Tilsit, Treaty of, and, 377, 384 
Wellington lands in, 441 
Portugal, Prince Regent of, 386, 387 
Posen, Napoleon at, in 1806, 366 
Pozzo di Borgo, 88, 100 
Pradt, de, French Minister in War- 
saw, 400 
Priests, the : 

Civil war in La Vendee, fomented 
by, 121, 122 

Exiled during ” Little Terror,” 
100 

— in Italy, are kindly treated by 
Napoleon, 387 

Holy War preached by, against 
Napoleon, 442 

Nationalism, their association 
with, 441 

Spanish, and Napoleon, 301, 397, 
800, 406 el seq. 

Prince Regent of England (George 
IV): 

Character of, 486 
Gains of, at Congress of Vienna, 
: 483 

I Napoleon appeals to, 607, 53 1 
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Pi'ussifi {see rilsn Prcrterick William 
of Prussia) : 

Alcxaiulor of Kussia ami, ill!), ilS'l 
Deniiiiirk ami, a7S 
Urcsilcii, IlaLLic of, lost liy, ‘109 
iiiylau, Batllo of, am.1, 970 
Prance iiivadcil liy, 171 el seq. 
Hanover and, !151 ct seq. 

Jena, Baltic of, lost liy, 360, 3G1 
Lautzen, Battle of, lost by, 407 
Leipzig, Battle of, Prussia a 
victor in, 400 

Napoleon defeats, at Jena, 360, 
361 

, at Lautzen, Bautzen, and 

Dresden, 407, 409 

— defeated by, at Leipzig, 409 

— dismembers, 374, 390, 484 

— detaches from Coalition of 
1805, 330 

— ■ violates neutrality of, 333 
Pitt, and, 320 
Poland and, 374 
Russia and, 354 

Saxony, a slice of, acquired by, 
483 

Soldiers of, in Napoleon’s Russian 
army, 440 
Spain and, 400 
Sweden and, 354 
Vienna, Congress of, and, 488 
Waterloo, Battle of, and, 408 
World Power, her march to, 485 
Prussia, Queen Louise of : 
Alexander of Russia and, 332 
Appearance, her, 350 
Napoleon, her hostility to, 350, 

382 

— ■ presents her with a rose, 832, 

383 

Napoleon’s opinion of her, 300 
Tears, her, at Tilsit, 877 
“ Puss in Boots,” Napoleon culled, 
40, 138 

Pyramids, Battle of the, 213, 214, 
218 

Q 

Quatre Bras, Battle of, 407, 499 
Qucrclle, reveals plot against 
Napoleon’s life, 314 

R 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, 899 
Rmp, General, 410, 421 
His opinion of Napoleon, 526 


Raquidcau (Joseijhine’s lawyer), 
1.50 

Itatisbon, Battle of, 410 
Napoleon wounded at, 41U 
Rayiial, Abbe, 46, 47, 73, 81, 87 
Reade, Sir Thomas (adjulunl to 
Sir Hudson Lowe, at St. 
Helena) : 

Napoleon and, 540 

violation of Emperor’s 

privacy, 5 11 

Reports, his, on Napoleon’s 
health, 540 
Stokoc, Dr., and, 532 
Rdal, Napoleon's Chief of Police, 
315 

Red Sea, 205 

Reichstadl, Duke of, sec Rome, 
King of, 

Remusat, Madame dc, 320 
Republic, the Erench {see also 
Revolution), 100, 240, 328 
Revolution, the Erench : 

Barras and, 103 

Body guard of Kings, its, 433, 
440 

Bonapartes, the, and, 437 
Carnot and, 180, 190 
Corsica and, 06 

Donton and, 122, 128, 124, 130 
Early signs of, 80, 03 et seq, 
England the chief enemy of, 110, 
435, 444 

Events of {see under respective 
headings), 

Louis XVI and, 101, 108, 110, 
121 

Louis XVII and, 147, 148 
Meaning of, 543 

Napoleon, becomes the defender 
of, against Europe, ]0(), 235, 
350 

— defends, in Venddmaire, 140 

— defines, 267, 280 

— identilics himself with, 318, 
322, 323 

Napoleon’s devotion to, 04, 272, 
280, 818 

— faithfulness to, in defeat, 40!>, 
476, 476, 502, 528 

Personalities of {see under respec- 
live headings), 

Robespierre and, 180, 182, 188 
Russian Campaign and, 445 
September massacres, 105, 100 
Sleyds and, 235 
TaUeyrand and, 400 
Terror, the Reign of, 130, 188 



582 


INDEX 


Uhinc, the : 

Allies cross, lo inviidc France 
(18M.), 171 

As iiiUiiral frontier of France, 
2U1, 2U!) 

Auslriuii victories on, (luring 
Napoleon’s Italian Campaign, 
181 

Bnghicn, Duke of, carried across, 
318 

England and, 269, 280 
Napoleon as liberator of, 341 

— creates Eingdoius on, 341 

— orders his army to march 
from Boulogne to, 331 

“ Secularizations ” of bishopi-ics 
on, 280, 287, 202, 294,295,290, 
3U0 

“ Rhine, Army of the,” 104, 1 87, 239 
Hhfine, the, 479 
Kiciiard 1 of England, 221 
liidha.vdaou'aDktiomryofNdjiolcmt, 
343 

Hicord, Commissioner with “ Army 
of Italy,” 128 

“ Right of Search,” the, 270, 271 
Riviere, <le, 310, 323 
Rivoli, Battle of, 186, 200, 218 
Robespierre, Augustin : 
Coiuinissioner wltli Army of 
Italy, 128 
Execution of, 133 
Fears of, for his brother’s safety, 
180 

Napoleon and : 

— offers Napoleon post of Com- 
mander of the Paris garrison, 
181 

— writes to his brother about 
Napoleon, 120 

Napoleon’s admiration of, 129 

— plan for invasion of Italy sent 
by, to Robespierre in Paris, 120, 
132 

Paris, he goes to, 182 
Political eCects of Napoleon’s 
friendship with, 233, 234, 236 
Rohespierre, Maximilian ; 

Batras adopts methods of, 193, 
104 

Beauharnals, Viscount, sent to 
guillotine by, 184 
Committee of Public Safety end, 
128, 127 

Carnot and, 123, 128, 130, 137 
Danton and, 123, 128, 130, 187 
Directory compared with his 
Bovemment, 167, 242 


Robespierre, Maximilian — continued 
Engliicn, Duke of, Napoieon’s 
trcalincnl of the, said tii 
rcseinble his methods, 319 
Execution of, 133 
Fall of, 132 

Fear inspired by, 23 1, 2 1.3, 270 
Mebert and, 129 
Home, his, 151 
Napoleon and, 132, 158 
New Rohespierre,” France de- 
mands a, 228 
Pauli and, 83 
Priests exiled by, 187 
“Supreme Being,” ho aeknow- 
Iccigcs the, 200, 278 
Talleyrand escapes, 100 
“ Terror, the Dittle,” modelled 
on his rule, 103, 194 
Terror, the Reign of, and, 130 
Rudicfort : 

Napoleon leaves, to go on the 
liellerophon, 508 

— reaches, from Mahnaison, 503, 
500 

— writes from, to Prince Regent, 
607 

Roland, Madame, 183 
Roman Catholic Church, the, 200, 
267, 301, 300 
Romans, the, 207, 211 
Rome, 109, 200, 395, 800 
Rome, King of (Napoleon’s Son, 
called also Napoleon JJ and 
Duke of Bdehstadt) 

Austrian Prince, brought up as 
an, 482 

Birth, his, 438, 439 
Burial, his, 482 

Cries bitterly on leaving Paris, 
482 

Death, his, 482 
Heir to Uie Revolution, 440 
Mother removes him from Paris, 
478 

Napoleon’s advice to, in his will, 
647 

— desire to have, with him at 
Elba, 481 

— fear lest he fall into Austrian 
hands, 473 

— love of him, 444, 445, 440, 448 

— sadness while speaking of 
him, 511, 612 

Portmil, his, at St. Helena, 510 
Rosebery, Lord,” The Last Phase,” 
494, 520 

Rousseau, J. J., 88 
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Royal College of Surgeons of Eng- 
land, spoeituun of Nii])olcoii’.s 
viscera iircservcd in museum 
of, 5UU 

lloyalisls, the : 

Austria and, ISa 
Barros and, lOiS, 10-t 
Carnot and, 189 
Dantnn and, 122 et seq. 

Elba, Napoleon’s journey to, and, 
478 el seq. 

Engliicn, lluke of, affair of, and, 
819, 828 

England and, 282, 298, 802 
Infernal machine, the, and, 272 
Napoleon and, ISO et seq. 170, 
186, 108, 283, 272, 282, 478 et 
seq., 400 

Revolution, their constant men- 
ace to the, 148, 160, 105 
Robespierre and, RIS 
Versailles and, SI et seq., 59, 04, 
02 

Waterloo Campaign, desertions 
by Royalist OlHcers from 
Napoleon’s Army, 490 
Russia (see also Alexander of Russia): 
Austerlilz, Battle of, lost by, 300 
Austria and, 181 
Bautzen, Battle of, lost by, 407 
Constantinople and, 403, 44S 
“ Continental System ” ivnd, 885, 
380 

Denmark and, 378 
Dresden, Battle of, lost by, 409 
England and, 378, 453 . 

Eylau, Buttle of, iuid, 370 
Fleet of, sent to England, 453 
France and, 250 
— invaded by, army of, 471 
Friedland, Battle of, lost by, 376 
Invasion of, by Napoleon, 447 
el seq, 

Lautzen, Buttle of, lost by, 407 
Leipzig, Battle of, won by, 400 
Napoleon and, 300, 805, 81 8, 374, 
376, 370, 403, 447 et seq., 449 
et seq. 

People of, resist Napoleon, 449 , 
et seq, \ 

Pitt and, 320 
Poland and, 374, 378 
Prussia and, 852 et seq, 

“ Russian Campaign,” Napo- 
leon’s, and, 463 et seq, 

Sweden and, 364 

Tilsit, peace of, and, 376, 370 

Turkey and, 453 


*■ Russian Campaign,” N-upolcou’s : 
Bcginiiiiig of, 447 et .seq. 
Beresina, crossing of I lie, 458 
Rurodino, Hiittlc of, 4.S1 
Krciuliii blown up, 454 
Moscow evacuated by French, 
451 

Napoleon leaves the army to 
return to Paris, 439 
Napoleon’s army in, 440 

— plans for, 445 

— reasons for undertaking, 44.5, 

453 

Retreat from Moscow in, ‘153, 

454 et seq. 

, Napoleon’s plans for, 

4S4 

, weather during, -J'SC, 

4S7 


S 

S'aale, the, Napoleon boards, at 
Rochefort, 500 
Snblons, camp of, 148, 150 
St. Bernard, Napoleon’s crossing 
of, 200, 201, 202 
iSt. Cloud, Palace of : 

Ancients, Council of, decide to 
remove Parliament to, 240 

Bonaparte (Napoleon) becomes 
First Consul at, after day of 
violent agitations, 245 et seq. 

Built by Marie Antoniette, 230, 
237 

Cadoudal, Georges, plot to 
assassinate Napoleon on way 
to, 317 

Empire, creation of, Napoleon 
hears of, at, 824 

Napoleon leaves for Campaign 
of 1813, 400 

Siey6s suggests meeting of Parlia- 
ment at, 280 
St. Just, 133 
St. Helena : 

Aspect of, 514 

Climate of, SIS 

Liver Disease of, 638, 530, 537 

Napoleon informed he must go 
to, 509, 610 

— sails for, and reaches, 613 

Napoleon’s allowance at, 620, 621 

— command of his temper on 
hearing he must go to, 511 

— death at, 650 

— exhumation at, 653 
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Sb. Helena — cnnlinuecl 

- - lyinff-in-sUil.e ill, 551 

— pi'dlcsls u^'iiiusl Ui, 50!) 
Prceiiiilioiis Isikeii lo |ireveiil 

Napoleon’s escape J'roin, 510, 
617 

Symbol, a, ol Nupolcoii’s fiulh> 
fulness, 406 
St. Honord, Rue, 151 
St, Petersburg : 

Assassination of Emperor Paul 
in, 273 

Napoleon sends pence proposals 
to, 401 

SnliccLi, the Corsican : 

Bonaparte family and, 114, 121, 
124 

Cliaraclcr of, 133, 134 
Corsican Volunteers, lie desires 
lo form, 75 

Fall from inlluence of, 138 
Ilnly, Commissioner with Army 
of, 128 

Member of Ercneh Parliament, 75 
Napoleon and, 112 ct seq., 114, 
121, 128, 133, 134, 135, 138 
Paoli and, 107, 110, 112 et seq., 
114 

Eevolulion, Ihc French, and, 75, 
107 

Toulon, Coniniissiuner with 
French Army at, 127 
Votes for the King’s (Louis 
XVI’s) death, 110 
San Domingo, Napoleon’s expedi- 
tion to, 284, 285, 301, 313 
San Gcorgio, Bailie of, 180 
Sanson, executes Danton, 133 

Girondisls, 133 

Hebert, 133 

Louis XVI, 123 

Marie Antoinette, 133 

Robespierre, 133 

Santerre, jailer of Louis XVI, 243 
— Napoleon threatens to shoot, 
243 

Sardinia (see also Piedmont) : ' 
Army of King of, defeated by 
Napoleon, 102, 103 
England and, 200, 280 
Fox and, 295 
Grenville and, 203 
King of, abandoned by Austria, 
205 

advised by Pitt to annex 

Genoa, 269, 820, 807, 483 
recovers his lost posses- 
sions, 227 


Sardinia — contin iiecl 

King of, subniils lo Napoleon, 
103, 187 

Napoleon lakes Piedmont from 
King of, 203 
Pill and, 320 

Hardiuiaii Ex|)cdition, the, 100 
Saul, King, 223 
Savary, Colonel, 315, 822, 420 
Saxony : 

Napoleon and King of, BOO, 401 
Pill and, 320 

Slice of, given to Prussia at 
Congress of Vienna, 483 
Scliocnbrunn, Palace of : 

ICiiig of Rome buried in, 482 
Marie Walewsld visits Napoleon 
in, 410 ct seq. 

Napoleon lodges in, aflcr taking 
Vienna (1805), 334 
— returns to, after Auslcrlitz, 343 
Napoleon’s interview with Haug- 
witz in, 343 

Staps attempts to assassinate 
Napoleon near, 410 el seq. 
Schouvaloff, Count, Russian Com- 
missioner with Napoleon on way 
lo Elba, 480 

Scott, Sir Walter, Life of Napoleon 
Bonaparte, 185 
Sorivia, plains of, 260 
Sehastinui, Colonel, his report on 
affairs in Turkey and Egypt, 
131, 208, 200, 300 
“ Secularizations,” the, 280, 287, 
292, 205, 300 
Segur, Count, 315 
” Suplemher Massacres,” tlic, 105, 
100, 181, 137, 103 

Serbollini Palace, Milan, 178, 185, 
265 

Sicily, 358, 435 
Sieyes : 

Constitution-maker, a, 220 
Consul, a, he becomes, 240 
Consulate, he suggests formation 
of, 230 

Consulship, his, he resigns, 257 
Directorship, his, he resigns, 242 
Directory, the, his plans for 
ending, 285 et seq., 240 
“ Mahomet,” nicknamed, by Mira- 
beau, 220 

Napoleon and, 234, 286, 248 
Parisian 'mob, his fear of the, 286 
Parliament, the French, and, 220, 
237, 244 

Ridlnp' lessons, he takes, 288 
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Sieyes —continucil 

Ilobospipi're and, 3a4, 2!1((, 2 1.> 

SL. Cloud, Iu‘ ulLeiidy meeting of 
Curliameiil at, 24.'>, 240 
St. Cloud, he auggesls lueeliug 
of I’arliumcul al, 280 
Sciiiitor, u, he liecoiiie!!, 2.>7 
“ Silence of the Frogs,” tax, 32 
Simon, jailer of Louis XVII, 140, 
147 

Sinai, desert of, 221 
Smith, Sir Sidney, successfully 
defends Acre .against Napoleon, 
222, 223, 227 

Smolensk, Napoleon at, during 
liussian Campaign, 447 
Soult, Marshal, 407, 408 
Spain : 

Charles IV gives Crown of, to 
Napoleon, 307 
England and, 433 
George III and, 418 
Joseph Bonaparte becomes King 
of, 308, 890 

Louisiana ceded to Napoleon by, 
283 

Napoleon and, 380, 888, 889, 804, 
398, 407 

— conquers, 400, 407 
Portugal and, 388 

Revolt of, against Napoleon, 300. 
400 

State of, before Napoleon’s in- 
tervention, 388 el seq,, 394 
Wellington invades France from, 
408 

Wellington’s Campaign in, 410, 
441 

Spain, Queen of : 

And Ferdinand (her son), 388 
— Godoy, 388 
— Napoleon, 306, 300, 307 
Spanish People, the : 

Effect on, of Pope’s excommuni- 
cation of Napoleon, 801, 306 
Miserable condition of, 807 
Napoleon conquers, 400 
Napoleon’s intentions towards, 

898 

— threats against, 407 
Revolt of, agaiiist Napoleon, 399, 

400 

Support Ferdinand as King, 389, 

899 

Their hatred of Godoy, 888 
Welcome French Army, 889 
Wellington on, 419 
Spencer, the Hon. Robert, 640 


Slaps, attempted ussnssinalinn of 
Napoleon by, 4)7, 411), 120, 
442 

Stein, 402 

Slcphunic de Bcauharnais, 8 Id , 847, 
350 

Stokoe, Dr., in attendance on 
Napoleon at St. Helena, .323, 
52U, 531, 3.32, 633, 534, 383, 
337, 388 

— tried by court-martial and dis- 
missed service, 538, 530, 340 
Striingford, Lord, 387 
Strassbonrg, 318, 331, 413 
Stunner, Austrian Commissioner at 
St. Helena, 321, 330 
Suez, Isthmus of, 205, 207 
“ Sultan Kebir,” Napoleon called, 
220 el seq, 

.Sweden : 

Bernadotte becomes Crown 
Prince of, 453 

King of, 157, 245 

Gustavus, King, driven from 
throne of, 440 

Invades France in 1814, 471 
et seq. 

Napoleon and, 305, 873 
Norway obtained by, from Con- 
gress of Vienna, 483 
Pitt and. 320 
Prussia and, 364 
Paul, Emperor, and, 271 
Revolution, the Frencli, and, 
250 

Russia and, 864, 453 
Tilsit, Treaty of, and, 377 
Swiss Guards, 108, 239 
Switzerland ; 

Aristocratic families .of, opposed 
to Revolution, 287, 288 
England and, 260, 287 
Independence of, guaranteed, 289 
Napoleon and, 287, 289, 800 
Ney sent to, 288 


T 

Tabor, Mount, 228 
Tagliamento, Battle of, 187 
Tagus, River, 886 
TaUeyrand ; 

Alexander of Russia, he betrays 
Napoleon to, 408, 404, 408 
Barras and, 242 
Directory and, 199, 201 
Enghien, Duke of, and, 408 
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Tulleyrnnd — conlinued 
FoucliiS, lie plols will], iigiiinsl. 

Niipoleon, '107 
Ilislory oi’, 11)0 
Juscpliinc and, :1C2 
Lnuis XVI utid, lUU 
l^ouis XVIII mid, 251 
Alalta and, .‘iOG 

Napoleon and, 100, 201, 23*1, 235, 
408, 547 

Negotiator, as a, 344, 351, 403 
Sley6s and, 285 
Spain and, 307, 408 
Talliun, 158 

Tallien, Madame, 148, 153, 154, 177, 
302 

Tamerlane’s Iron Cage, 500 
Tarenlo, 200, 330 

Taxes in Prc-Eovolulionary I'l.'ance, 
52 

Tcllnitz, Lake of, 880 
Temple, Prison of the : 

Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette 
imprisoned in, 310 
Moreau and Piehegru in, 310 
Plchegru coimnits suieide in, 328 
“ Tennis Court, Oath of tlie,” 07, 
08, 240 

Terror, men of the (see also 
•Tacobins) : 

Attempt of, to regain power 
after fall of Robespierre, 137 
cf seq,, 130 et seq. 

Constant threat of, to moderates, 
145 et seq., 150, 100 
Coronation of Napoleon and, 328 
Ilireotoiy and, 228, 283 
Infernal machine and, 272 
Napoleon and, 170, 203, 207, 233, 
241, 242 et seq,, 245 et seq. 
Royalists, their alliance with, 
108, 104 

Siey&s and, 237, 240 el seq. 
Terror, Reign of, 130, 138, 185, 212 
Thames, River, 202 
Themistoclcs, Napoleon likens him' 
self to, 607 

Thiers (the historian), 221 
Tiber, River, 202 
Tilsit : 

Alexander and Napoleon meet 
at, 876 et seq., 447 
And Erfurt, 401 

Napoleon meets Frederick 
William at, S76 

News of secret agreement at. 

reaches England, 377 et seq. 
Peace conditions of, 376, 446 


Times, newspaper, the, 275, 325, 305 
Torbay, Napoleon in, 600, 510 
Torres Veilras, lines of, 441 
Toulon : 

Ronapartc family reach, from 
Corsica, 121 

Corsican Expedition fitted out 
in, 130 

Egyptian Expedition sails from, 
207 

Josephine at, 210 

Siege of, 120 et seq., 104 
Trafalgar, Battle of, 335 
Trianon, Petit, 425 
Trieste, 187 

Tuileries, Palace of the : 

Attacked by Parisian moh, Juno 
20, 1702, 101 ; Aug. 10, 1702, 
103 

King and Queen come to, from 
Versailles, 78 

leave, to II ee from 

France, 02 

— — — return to, from 
Varennes, 03 

Napoleon defends, 1 60 et seq. 

— visits, 232, 233, 230 

— comes to live in, 260 

— prefers Elysdc to, 501 

Napoleon’s divorce in, 424 

— family life in, with Marie 
Louise, 444 

— loneliness in, 420 
Tiircnnc, 54 

Turin, 103, 104 
Turkey : 

Acre, resistance of, saves from 
attack by Napoleon, 224 

Alexander of Russia and, 401, 
403 

Egypt and, 220, 277 

Napoleon and, 143, 220, 221, 323, 
208, 301 

Russia and, 458 
Turks, the, 209, 208 
Turkish Army in Palestine, 320, 
221, 222, 223 

Turkish Army on the Egyptian 
coast, 220, 221, 225 
Tuscany, 108, 202 


U 

tJlni, sm'rendor of, to Napoleon, 
331, 332, 335 

Undmmied, H.M.S., takes Napoleon 
to Elba, 481 
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Ushant, Napoleon sees France for 
Ihe Iasi time off, 508 


V 

Valence : 

Napoleon’s early life in, -12 cl 
seq., 00, 178, aOO. 430, 528 

— meeting with Catherine of 
Wurlemburg in, on his way to 
Ifilha, 478, 470, 480 

— passage through, on way to 
Italy, 150 

Valenciennes, siege of, 204, 205 
VarenncB, flight of Louis XVI and 
Marie Antionetto to, 02 et seq, 
Vauchaiup, Buttle of, 473 
Vendee La, sec “ Civil War.” 
Vendome, Place, 348 
Venice, Ucpublic of : 

Attacks Napoleon’s lines of coin- 
luunicutions, 187 
Austria and, 100, 205, 484 
Napoleon and, 108, 100, 174, 187, 
180, 105 

Vienna, Congress of, gives it to 
Austria, 484 

Verliug,l)r. (at St. Ilclona), 533, 534 
Verona, 100, 174, 183 
Versailles : 

Bad drainage of, 237 
Charles Bonaparte visits, 20, 21, 
24 

Josephine’s early life at, 154, 155 
Louis XVI summons I’aiiiamcnt 
to, 03 et seq., 220 
Meeting of States General at, 
00 el seq, 

Napoleon visits, in 1787, 53 et seq. 
Women, march of the, to, 70, 03, 
137 

Versailles, Peace of (1010), 484, 540 
Victoria, Queen, 553 
Victory, the, Nelson’s flagship, 385 
Vienna : 

Marie Louise married to Napoleou 
in (by proxy), 420 
Napoleon inarclies against, 100, 
180, 187, 188 

Napoleon takes, in 1806, 321, 334, 
343; in 1800, 410 
Staps attempts to assassinate 
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